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ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta 

MR.  ROBERT  GARDINER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  my  privilege  to  extend  a  very  cordial  welcome  to  the  delegates  and 
visitors  attending  this,  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  It  is  reasonable  to  say  that  at  no  time  during  the  existence 
of  this  organization  have  the  problems  that  affect  the  farmers'  welfare  been  so 
acute  as  at  present.  There  is  no  reason  to  feel  discouraged  over  the  situation, 
particularly  when  we  remember,  that  these  serious  problems  are  of  human 
creation,  and  all  man-created  problems  are  capable  of  solution,  provided  we 
are  willing  to  diligently  face  the  task  that  lies  before  us.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
delegates  attending  this  convention,  will  do  their  utmost  to  assist  in  making 
progress  towards  the  securing  of  greater  economic  security  for  the  farmer. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  take  this  opportunity  to  convey  the  greetings  of  this  con- 
vention to  those  who  are  listening  in.  Please  remember  the  broadcast  of  ad- 
dresses dealing  with  matters  of  importance  to  farmers  tonight  at  eight-thirty, 
and  Wednesday  evening  at  eight-fifteen.  May  I  express  the  hope  that  you  will 
not  only  enjoy  but  secure  some  helpful  information  from  these  broadcasts. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  record  the  passing  of  many  of  our  members 
during  the  year.  These  members  gave  unstintingly  of  their  time,  energj",  and 
money  in  assisting  to  build  up  the  U.F.A.,  believing  that  through  organization 
much  good  could  be  accomplished.  To  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  departed 
we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  our  Vice-President, 
Miss  Birch,  our  Secretary,  and  also  to  the  other  members  of  the  staf?  at  Head 
Office.    Their  devotion  to  tlie  organization  merits  our  approval. 

The  financial  and  membership  statements  will  be  placed  before  you  for  your 
consideration.  The  membership  statement  shows  a  slight  increase,  but  having 
regard  to  the  severe  economic  conditions  that  adversely  af?ect  agriculture,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Alberta  farmer  has  lost  the  punch  necessary 
to  continue  the  efTort  to  attain  economic  security,  or  is  living  in  the  hope  that 
some  Moses  will  come  along  and  perform  the  miracle  of  providing  everlasting 
prosperity.  I  would  be  much  surprised  if  the  Alberta  farmer  is  depending  on 
the  latter,  remembering  as  he  must,  that  there  can  be  no  economic  miracles 
performed  under  the  competitive  profit  system.  It  has  been  stated  on  many 
previous  occasions,  but  will  bear  repeating,  that  the  present  system  is  run  more 
on  the  basis  of  the  tooth  and  claw  of  the  jungle,  rather  than  on  man's  human- 
ity to  man.  Just  so  long  as  the  Alberta  farmer  is  willing  to  quietly  acquiesce  to 
the  imposition  of  present  conditions,  just  so  long  will  he  continue  to  sow  that 
others  may  reap  the  fruits  of  his  efiforts.  Recent  events  in  the  province  should 
have  by  this  time  demonstrated  to  the  farmer,  that  economic  miracles  are  im- 
possible, and  that  notwithstanding  all  the  glittering  promises,  it  is  economically 
impossible  to  get  something  for  nothing.  All  that  the  farmer  can  expect  to 
secure  under  the  system  is  what  he  is  willing  to  successfully  struggle  for. 
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The  financial  statement  shows  a  small  surplus.  A  j^ear  ago  I  had  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  had  a  deficit  of  over  seventeen  hundred 
dollars.  The  revenue  from  dues  is  slightly  higher,  but  there  was  a  drop  in 
general  revenue  of  over  one  thousand  dollars.  The  total  revenue  was  less  by 
nearly  one  thousand  dollars  as  compared  to  the  previous  year.  The  expenditure 
was  less  by  about  seventeen  hundred  dollars  compared  to  a  year  ago.  It  was 
realized  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  continue  to  pile  up  deficits,  therefore  drastic 
action  was  necessary  to  keep  expenditure  within  our  income.  Unfortunately, 
this  meant  reducing  services.  In  times  of  stress,  generally  speaking,  more 
services  are  required  but  Central  Office  can  only  supply  such  services  as  our 
members  are  in  a  position  to  pay  for.  A  few  thousand  extra  members  would 
have  made  a  vast  difference  in  the  amount  of  services  rendered.  May  I  repeat 
the  suggestion  that  I  made  a  year  ago,  that  officers  and  members  of  locals  re- 
double their  efforts  to  increase  membership.  This  method  of  securing  members 
is  by  far  the  most  effective  and  least  expensive. 

The  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Committee  will  be  placed 
before  you  for  consideration.  The  report  will  show  a  substantial  increase  of 
business  over  the  previous  year's  operations.  This  increase  is  very  gratifying, 
particularly  when  we  remember  that  farming  is  not  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition. It  demonstrates,  however,  the  necessity  of  the  farmer  taking  advantage 
of  every  opportunity  of  buying  his  supplies  co-operatively,  in  order  to  reduce 
production  and  living  costs  to  the  minimum.  The  development  of  this  activity 
has  been  accomplished  without  asking  our  members  to  subscribe  one  dollar 
of  capital.  The  resources  and  staff  of  Central  Offices  were  for  a  number  of 
years  used  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  this  enterprise.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  made  the  progress  that  we  have,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
loyalty  of  our  members  to  the  organization  and  to  the  ideals  of  co-operation. 
We  are  gradually  acquiring  facilities  in  order  to  more  efficiently  serve  our  mem- 
bers needs.  The  method  adopted  to  acquire  facilities  may  appear  to  be  some- 
what slow,  but  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  are  on  a  sound 
economic  basis.  Personally  I  prefer  the  slower  but  more  stable  method  of 
development  rather  than  the  spectacular,  with  inherent  weaknesses  that  invites 
disaster  because  of  unfavourable  economic  conditions.  The  facilities  that  we 
are  gradually  acquiring  are  the  property  of  and  are  used  in  servicing  the  members 
of  our  organization.  In  these  times  of  economic  stress  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  our  members  to  make  the  fullest  use  possible  of  the  facilities 
available.  Suggestions  as  to  how  these  services  may  be  improved  will  be  ap- 
preciated. Please  remember  that  this  enterprise  was  made  possible  through  our 
joint  efforts;  its  success  or  failure  depends  entirely  upon  us.  I  am  hoping 
to  see  the  day  when  through  our  efforts  in  co-operative  enterprises  we  will 
be  in  a  position  to  establish  a  more  equitable  price  relationship  between  what 
the  farmer  has  to  sell  and  the  goods  and  services  the  farmer  must  purchase. 

PEGGED  PRICE  FOR  WHEAT 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  regarding  a  matter  of  recent 
importance.  It  is  necessary  to  remind  you  that  legislation  was  passed  at  the 
1935  Session  of  the  Canadian  Parliament  which  had  for  its  purpose  the  setting 
up  of  a  Wheat  Board.  Provision  is  made  in  this  Act,  that  the  Board  would 
recommend  to  the  Federal  Government  a  minimum  price  for  each  crop  year 
which  the  Board  would  pay  to  the  western  farmers  for  wheat.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Federal  Government  to  pass  an  order  in  council  confirming  the  Board's 
recommendations.  No  doubt  there  is  some  consultation  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Board  as  to  the  amount  of  the  minimum  price,  particularly  when 
we  remember  that  in  the  event  of  the  Board  receiving  less  for  the  wheat  when 
sold  than  they  paid  the  producer,  then  the  Dominion  Treasury  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  paying  the  deficit. 

Early  in  July  there  appeared  in  our  provincial  press  a  dispatch  from  Ottawa 
intimating  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  minimum  price  for  wheat  for 
the  crop  year  1938-39  being  set  at  seventy  cents  per  bushel.  No.  i  Northern, 
f.o.b.  Fort  William.    We  had  no  way  of  finding  out  as  to  whether  this  press 
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dispatch  was  inspired,  in  the  hope  that  the  government  would  be  able  to  deter- 
mine the  reaction  in  the  west  as  to  this  proposed  minimum.  We  realize  that  if 
the  minimum  was  set  at  this  figure,  and  if  it  so  happened  that  the  producer 
received  no  more  than  the  minimum,  then  it  would  mean  that  the  farmer 
would  receive  less  than  was  necessary  to  cover  the  average  cost  of  production. 
This  would  have  meant  that  the  farmer's  real  purchasing  power  would  have 
been  seriously  curtailed,  to  the  detriment  of  the  producer,  and  to  the  whole 
business  structure  of  Western  Canada.  We  recognized  that  in  suggesting  a 
minimum  price  we  had  to  be  reasonable  in  our  demand,  particularly  when  we 
remember  that  the  Dominion  Treasury  would  be  responsible  for  paying  the 
deficit  if  any.  It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  set  the  mini- 
mum price  at  eighty-seven  and  one-half  cents  per  bushel.  No.  I.  Northern, 
f.o.b.  Fort  William.  It  was  also  decided  that  we  enlist  the  support  of  other 
organizations  and  persons  who  felt  that  our  suggestion  as  to  the  minimum  price 
was  reasonable.  The  response  to  our  invitation  to  co-operate  on  this  import- 
ant matter  was  remarkable.  May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  who  gave  of  their  time  and  energj'  in 
support  of  our  representations  to  Ottawa.  Particularly  do  I  wish  to  mention 
the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Gray,  M.L.A.,  Mr.  Hugh  Farthing. 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Craig  Pierce,  President  of  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade,  in  pre- 
paring and  delivering  radio  broadcasts  in  support  of  a  minimum  price  of  eighty- 
seven  and  a  half  cents.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  our  efforts  in  this  matter, 
while  not  fully  successful  did  have  some  influence  on  the  price  set  by  Order- 
in-Council. 

The  value  of  the  pegged  price  for  wheat  is  amply  realized  when  we  compare 
the  present  price  paid  for  wheat  as  compared  to  the  prices  paid  for  coarse 
grains.  In  an  open  market  where  there  is  no  pegged  price  for  wheat,  the  value 
of  all  kinds  oi  grain  bear  some  relation  to  each  other.  That  is  to  say,  that 
in  the  event  of  a  substantial  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat  a  relative  rise  in  the 
price  of  coarse  grains  would  follow  for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  very  close 
connection  as  to  the  use  value  of  the  different  varieties  of  grain.  In  those 
parts  of  the  west  where  the  growing  of  coarse  grains  predominate  there  is  no 
question  but  that  the  failure  to  provide  for  a  pegged  price  for  coarse  grains 
is  a  serious  discrimination  against  the  grower  of  coarse  grains.  The  same 
principal  applies  to  other  kinds  of  farm  produce  such  as  livestock,  dairy  and 
poultry  products,  etc.  It  is  true  that  wheat  is  probably  the  most  important 
single  commodity  that  enters  into  the  commercial  life  of  the  country,  but  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  if  we  are  to  develop  a  properly  balanced  agricultural  in- 
dustry in  the  west,  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  claim  for  impartial 
treatment  for  those  farmers  who  produce  agricultural  products  other  than  wheat. 
I  admit  that  this  is  a  problem  of  some  magnitude,  but  it  must  be  dealt  with  until 
success  is  assured.  It  will  require  our  united  eff^orts  in  order  to  be  successful. 
Please  do  not  misunderstand  me ;  I  am  not  critical  of  the  setting  of  a  pegged 
price  for  wheat ;  I  am  an  advocate  of  similar  treatment  for  the  other  farm 
commodities. 

ROWELL  COMMISSION 

At  a  meeting  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  after  the  last  convention,  the  U.F.A. 
Executive  was  instructed  to  have  a  brief  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Rowell 
Commission.  This  Commission  had  been  appointed  by  the  Federal  Government, 
and  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  relations  between  the  provinces  of 
Canada  and  the  Dominions.  The  Executive  appointed  Mr.  Priestley  and  myself 
to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Commission  a  brief  setting  forth  the  viewpoint 
of  the  organized  farmers  of  Alberta  in  regard  to  the  matters  being  investigated. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Commission  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  relations  between  the  Dominion  and  the  Provinces  we  had  to  exercise  great 
care  to  see  to  it  that  the  contents  of  our  brief  came  within  the  scope  of  the 
reference.  Furthermore  it  was  essential  that  we  express  the  viewpoint  of  the 
U.F.A.  as  determined  by  past  conventions.  Having  regard  to  the  importance 
of  U.F.A.  policy,  and  realizing  that  the  majority  of  our  members  were  unable 
to  secure  even  the  barest  outline  of  our  brief  it  is  my  purpose  on  this  occasion 


5 


to  depart  from  the  usual  form  of  address  in  order  to  include  a  synopsis  of  the 
main  features  of  our  submission,  particularly  the  part  where  we  make  specific 
recommendations.  Time  and  space  will  only  permit  me  to  deal  briefly  with 
our  analysis  of  the  present  economic  system,  which  formed  the  basis  of  our 
recommendation. 

The  following  is  the  opening  paragraph  of  our  brief: 

"We  are  glad  to  avail  ovirselves  of  the  opportunity  to  present  to  your 
Commission  some  considerations  on  behalf  of  the  organized  farmers  of 
Alberta.  We  believe  these  considerations  enter  into  any  findings  with  re- 
spect to  the  existing  relations  between  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  the 
Dominion.  We  are  convinced  of  the  need  and  feasibility  of  a  re-arrange- 
ment of  those  relations  that  would  establish  greater  equity  as  between  the 
various  sections  of  the  Canadian  people." 

We  proceeded  to  discuss  the  order  of  reference  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  necessity  for  some  readjustment  in  the  terms  of  Confederation  is  largely 
due  to  the  economic  and  social  developments  that  have  taken  place  since  Con- 
federation. We  very  carefully  traced  the  development  of  the  present  industrial 
system,  and  drew  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  fact  that  if  the  natural 
resources,  machinery  of  production  and  labor  available  were  used  to  capacity 
we  could  produce  sufficient  wealth  to  give  every  person  residing  in  Canada  a 
high  standard  of  living.  We  stated  that  in  our  opinion  the  present  system  had 
served  a  useful  purpose  until  recently,  but  because  of  the  development  of  weak- 
nesses inherent  in  the  system  it  had  passed  the  peak  of  its  usefulness  to 
adequately  provide  for  the  needs  of  all  our  people,  and  in  this  regard  is  now 
definitely  on  the  decline.  I  can  only  briefly  enumerate  the  other  important 
questions  upon  which  we  expressed  our  viewpoint.  We  called  attention  to  the 
tremendous  increase  in  public  and  private  debt  in  the  last  twenty  years.  We 
expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pay  debts  in  full  so  long 
as  we  operated  under  a  debt-creating  system.  We  also  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Commission  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  social  changes,  the  necessity  for  the 
extension  of  government  functions,  we  emphasized  the  deplorable  conditions  of 
agriculture,  and  the  many  handicaps  under  which  the  western  farmer  operated, 
including  long  cold  winters,  drought,  hail,  frost,  insect  pests,  etc.  Other  handi- 
caps mentioned  were :  increased  cost  of  production  because  of  our  national  fiscal 
policy,  high  transportation  costs,  heavy  taxes,  unfair  price  relationship  as  be- 
tween what  tiie  farmer  has  to  sell  and  what  he  must  purchase,  etc.  I  quote 
from  our  submission  the  following: 

"Having  expressed  our  conviction  that  the  farming  class  in  Canada  and  in 
Alberta  in  particular,  need  not  look  for  a  full  solution  to  their  economic 
problems,  nor  expect  to  receive  and  maintain  a  continuously  satisfactory  living 
on  the  farm,  without  fundamental  changes  in  the  social  outlook  and  political 
expression  of  the  people  of  Canada  as  a  whole  first  taking  place,  we  request 
your  attention  to  suggestions  as  to  ameliorative  measures  which  may  be,  and 
in  our  opinion  should  be,  undertaken  pending  that  transformation  of  outlook. 
In  our  recommendations  we  do  not  attempt  to  exhaust  the  list  of  possible 
remedial  measures.  We  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  minds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  and  those  of  a  great  many  other  citizens  have  been 
at  work  on  these  problems  for  some  time.  We  believe  that  the  experience  of 
organized  farmers,  developed  and  expressed  in  and  through  our  organization, 
the  U.F.A.,  in  the  course  of  the  last  thirty  years  has  value;  and  that  the  selec- 
tions we  have  made  and  the  emphasis  we  give,  should  serve  to  direct  the  Com- 
mission to  a  fuller  understanding  of  these  problems  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Western  Canadian  farmer. 

"The  following  recommendations  are  not  necessarily  in  the  order  of  import- 
ance. We  believe,  however,  that  those  which  have  to  do  directly  with  ensuring 
the  farmer  a  greater  measure  of  equity  in  the  working  of  Canada's  economic 
machinery,  slunild  receive  first  attention.  May  we  repeat  that  if  the  farmer 
receives  economic  justice,  i.e.,  full  value  for  his  services  and  production  in 
relation  to  other  classes  in  society,  there  will  be  less  difficulty  on  the  part  of 
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governments,  municipal,  provincial  or  federal,  in  providing  for  him  and  his 
family  those  social  services  which  he  requires  and  desires,  and  those  to  which 
in  relation  to  other  citizen  groups  he  is  entitled.    We  recommend  that : 

"i.  The  Dominion  Government  should  devise  means  to  compensate  the 
Western  Canadian  farmer  for  the  disability  under  which  he  labors  as  a  result 
of  Canada's  fiscal  policy. 

"2.  The  burden  of  taxation,  direct  and  indirect  should  be  distributed  more 
equitably  and  based  upon  the  principles  of  ability  to  pay. 

"3.  The  freight  rate  structure  of  the  Canadian  railways  and  auxiliary  or 
competing  systems  should  be  revised  with  a  view  to  lessening  transportation 
costs,  to  and  from  interior  areas  such  as  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  to  the 
seaboard  and  markets  in  Canada. 

"To  have  developed,  e.g.,  the  Peace  River  areas,  and  make  possible  thereby 
the  production  of  great  quantities  of  new  wealth,  should  not  indefinitely  con- 
demn the  farmers  of  that  or  similar  areas  to  paying  prohibitive  transportation 
rates  to  and  from  distant  domestic  or  foreign  markets  as  compared  with  rates 
paid  by  the  fellow  citizens  engaged  in  agriculture  in  other  parts  of  the 
Dominion. 

"4.    Interest  rates  on  long  and  short  term  farm  loans  should  be  reduced. 

"5.  The  whole  banking  system  of  Canada  should  become  the  property  of 
and  be  operated  by  the  nation  itself,  with  a  view  to  providing  for  all  classes 
of  citizens  banking  services  at  cost. 

"It  is  essential  to  progress  that  parliament  should  have  full  control  over 
monetary  policy.  To  have  such  control  would  make  it  possible  to  avoid  any 
recurrence  of  the  policy  so  ruinous  to  agriculture  which  maintained  Canada's 
dollar  at  levels  in  relation  to  the  United  States  dollar  in  the  early  years  of 
the  depression.  Canada's  exporting  farmers  were  kept  at  a  disadvantage  in 
relation  to  the  farmers  of  Australia  and  Argentina,  selling  their  products  at 
low  world  market  prices  but  receiving  their  returns  in  terms  of  a  dollar  stabil- 
ized at  or  near  pre-depression  value  levels. 

"6.  The  Dominion  Government  should  take  steps  to  secure  reduction  of  the 
price  of  farm  machinery  and  repairs. 

"Farm  machinery  tends  to  become  more  complicated  and  more  expensive. 
The  business  of  making  implements  for  the  farmer  has  become  a  monopoly  in 
the  last  twenty-five  or  fifty  years.  Small  local  firms  can  no  longer  success- 
fully compete  with  big  industrial  concerns  in  its  manufacture.  It  is  the  strong 
conviction  of  great  numbers  of  farmers  that  the  price  of  implements  necessary 
to  farm  production  is  completely  out  of  line  with  the  price  the  farmer  receives 
for  his  products.  If  the  Domiiiion  Government  cannot  devise  means  to  bring 
about  greater  parity  in  this  most  essential  of  price  relations  by  securing  the 
reduction  of  farm  machinery  prices  and  of  the  cost  of  repairs,  it  should  enter 
the  business  of  implement  manufacturing  taking  over  sufficient  of  the  existing 
plant  and  equipment  and  serve  farmers  at  cost. 

"7.  A  thorough  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the  whole  problem  of  farm 
rehabilitation  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Dominion  Government  without  delay. 
The  Dominion  Government  should  accept  full  responsibility  and  a  continuously 
expanding  and  permanent  policy  should  be  adopted  by  Parliament  with  a  view 
to  re-settlement  of  misplaced  famdies,  adjustment  of  agricultural  operations 
in  drought  areas,  use  of  available  water  supplies,  etc. 

"The  Dominion  Government  was  responsible  for  the  policies  which  resulted 
in  the  settlement  of  Western  Canada.  The  magnitude  of  problems  of  re- 
settlement, drought  area  relief,  farm  rehabilitation  and  use  of  irrigation  is  too 
great  for  provincial  authorities  under  present  limitations.  These  should  be  a 
national  responsibility. 
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"8.  Recognition  should  be  given  by  both  Dominion  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments to  the  value  of  co-operative  institutions  as  ,a  method  of  introducing  the 
principles  of  equit)'  and  mutual  aid  into  economic  affairs,  and  suitable  assistance 
provided  for  the  forming  and  fostering  of  co-operatives. 

"9.  The  Dominion  Parliament  should  vote  increased  cash  grants  to  those 
provinces  where  agriculture  is  a  dominant  economic  activity. 

"The  occupation  of  agriculture  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  accumulation  of 
great  wealth,  consequently  the  province  whose  citizens  are  chiefly  engaged  in 
farming  are  not  able  to  derive  the  same  proportion  of  revenue  from  income 
and  inheritance  taxes  as  are  those  provinces  where  industrial  development  is 
in  greater  proportion  to  farming. 

"10.  The  Dominion  Government  should  bear  all  the  costs  of  old  age 
pensions. 

"11.  Further  aid  to  higher  education,  including  bursaries  and  scholar- 
ships to  colleges  and  universities  and  liberal  provision  for  assistance  to  technical 
students  should  be  undertaken  by  Dominion  authorit}^ 

"We  now  come  to  the  part  of  our  submission  where  we  desire  to  make 
recommendation  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commission,  relating  to  what  we 
believe  to  be  necessary  amendments  to  the  British  North  America  Act.  We 
have  stated  that  until  recent  times,  the  British  North  America  Act  has  served 
its  purpose  reasonably  well.  We  believe  that  some  amendments  to  the  Act  are 
necessary  because  of  the  changed  economic  and  social  conditions.  Generally 
speaking  the  original  act  provided  through  Section  91  that  those  matters  that 
were  of  a  national  character  were  assigned  to  the  control  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment, and  those  matters  of  local  importance  were  by  Section  92  of  the  Act 
assigned  to  the  control  of  the  Provincial  Legislatures.  In  recent  years  we  have 
witnessed  the  struggle  that  has  been  taking  place  between  the  Federal  and 
Provincial  Governments  over  the  question  of  responsibility  in  regard  to  certain 
important  matters.  It  is  true  to  say  that  some  of  these  questions  were  un- 
doubtedly assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provinces  by  the  Act,  but  the 
province  claimed  that  these  matters  were  now  of  national  importance  and  beyond 
the  financial  resources  of  the  province.  We  therefore  suggest  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  British  North  America  Act  should  be  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  all  matters  of  national  importance  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Parliament,  and  all  matters  of  a  local  nature  assigned  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Provincial  Legislatures.  If,  and  when  the  Act  is  amended  or 
revised  we  believe  that  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  language  used, 
in  order  that  there  will  be  no  ambiguity  that  may  cause  friction  between  the 
Federal  and  Provincial  authorities  nor  any  question  as  to  where  the  responsibil- 
ity lies. 

"We  recommend  that  the  British  North  America  Act  be  amended  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  Federal  Parliament  shall  have  full  legislative  responsibility 
for  and  jurisdiction  over  the  following: 

"i.  Legislation  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  national  marketing  agencies 
for  the  marketing  of  natural  products  in  or  outside  of  Canada ;  the  producers 
to  have  proper  representation  on  the  boards  created  for  this  purpose. 

"We  believe  that  considerable  savings  in  handling  and  other  charges  can  be 
secured  through  such  agencies.  Furthermore  speculation  in  natural  products 
could  be  eliminated  by  such  a  policy. 

"2.    For  unemployment  and  unemployment  relief. 

"Since  Confederation  the  Federal  Parliament  has  had  control  over  immigra- 
tion. We  believe  that  the  authority  that  controls  immigration  should  also  have 
the  full  responsibility  for  unemployment  and  unemployment  relief.  Another 
reason!  Some  of  the  provincial  and  municipal  govenunents  because  of  limited 
fields  for  the  levying  and  collection  of  taxes  have  been  unable  to  meet  in  full 
their  ([uoia  for  relief. 
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"3-    Hours  and  conditions  of  labor. 

"There  are  two  important  reasons  for  this  suggestion.  At  present  provincial 
legislatures  have  control  over  hours  and  conditions  of  labor.  It  is  reasonable 
to  sa3'  that  every  province  has  a  different  standard  on  these  matters.  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  working  classes  are  entitled  to  a  uniform  standard  of 
hours  and  conditions  of  labor  throughout  the  Dominion.  Our  second  reason 
is  that  we  believe  that  unemployment  is  now  a  permanent  feature  of  our 
economic  system  and  if  the  Federal  Parliament  had  control  over  hours  and 
conditions  of  labour,  it  would  be  possible  to  devise  policies  to  spread  the  avail- 
able opportunities  for  work  more  evenly  amongst  those  who  require  gainful 
employment. 

"4.  Having  regard  to  the  difference  of  opinion  that  exists,  even  in  legal 
circles,  as  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  legislation  that  may  be  passed  by 
the  Federal  Parliament  and  the  Provincial  Legislatures  for  the  purpose  of  the 
control  and  reduction  of  debt,  we  suggest  that  this  matter  be  carefully  studied 
by  competent  persons  with  a  view  to  securing  such  amendments  to  the  Act 
as  may  be  necessary  to  clarify  the  situation  particularly  as  to  the  extent  of 
Federal  and  the  extent  and  nature  of  Provincial  control. 

"S.  We  suggest  a  similar  investigation  into  the  question  of  the  control  of 
interest  rates. 

"It  is  conceded  that  interest  rates  generally  are  tinder  the  control  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  but  there  are  those  who  claim  that  interest  rates  on  agree- 
ments of  sale,  mortgages,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  Provincial  Legis- 
latures by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  a  province  has  the  exclusive  right  to  make 
laws  in  relation  to  'property  and  civil  rights  in  the  province.'  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  interest  rates  that  have  their  genesis  in  property  and  civil 
rights  should  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provincial  Legislatures. 

"6.  We  strongly  recommend  that  a  new  section  be  inserted  in  the  Act 
guaranteeing  to  every  person  in  Canada  the  constitutional  right  of  free  speech, 
free  press  and  free  assembly.  The  British  North  America  Act  is  the  con- 
stitution of  Canada.  We  cannot  conceive  of  an  enduring  Confederation  if  any 
Provincial  Legislature  is  permitted  to  pass  legislation  that  will  have  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  freedom  of  persons  living  in  that  province  in  comparison  to 
the  freedom  enjoyed  by  persons  living  in  other  provinces." 

The  foregoing  is  a  synopsis  of  the  brief  submitted  to  the  commission.  Be- 
fore leaving  this  matter  may  I  express  our  appreciation  for  the  keep  interest 
taken  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Commission  in  our  recommenda- 
tions. 

WORLD  AFFAIRS 

In  my  address  a  year  ago  I  discussed  the  acute  divisions  in  democratic 
states  which  resulted  in  the  constant  retreat  of  the  governments  of  these  econo- 
mically powerful  countries  before  the  aggression  of  fascist  dictatorships  relat- 
ively weaker  than  themselves  in  an  economic  sense.  I  discussed  the  causes  of 
divided  counsel  among  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  states,  pointing  out  that 
in  many  cases  control  of  foreign  policy  was  in  the  hands  of  groups  of  interests 
largely  sympathetic  with  the  dictatorships,  and  willing  to  encourage 
the  dictators  in  their  aggressive  aims.  I  further  pointed  that  these  reactionary 
groups  had  shown  their  willingness  to  sacrifice  even  the  interests  of  the  masses 
of  their  own  people  to  promote  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  own  international 
class  interests. 

During  the  past  year  these  tendencies  have  been  steadily  working  towards 
their  logical  conclusion.  Those  who  remain  in  control  of  the  foreign  policies 
of  the  greater  European  Democracies  have  not  only  given  way  but  have  actually 
lent  their  aid  to  aggressor  nations  whose  declared  policy  is  the  complete  des- 
truction of  free  and  democratic  institutions  in  Europe  and  throughout  the  world. 
During  the  spring,  summer  and  early  autumn  months  plans  were  matured  for 
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aggressive  action  in  Eastern  Europe.  The  governments  of  the  leading  demo- 
cratic states  were  fully  aware  of  these  preparations  for  aggression.  No  effec- 
tive action  was  taken  to  counter  these  measures  but  on  the  other  hand  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  prospective  victims,  of  aggression  to  induce  them 
to  concede  a  bloodless  victory  of  the  aggressor.  The  objective  of  the  aggressor 
had  been  largely  approved  in  advance.  Powerful  British  newspapers  reputedly 
in  the  confidence  of  leading  statesmen  had  for  long  advocated  the  ex- 
tension of  Nazi  dominion  in  Eastern  Europe.  Only  the  methods  to  be 
employed  were  in  question.  These  methods  were  determined  at  Munich. 
The  decisions  at  Munich  won  wide  approval  among  the  dominant  groups  in- 
terested in  British  finance  and  industry.  They  were  also  approved  by  opera- 
tors on  the  stock  exchange.  The  passing  of  time  has  caused  some  revision 
of  opinion  in  these  circles.  While  some  sections  still  adhere  to  a  pro-Nazi 
policy,  others  are  becoming  alarmed  as  the  fruits  of  Munich  ripen.  The  con- 
seciuences  of  Munich  have  been  far-reaching.  The  depreciation  of  the  pound 
sterling  which  necessitated  recent  drastic  measures,  is  one  of  the  evi- 
dences of  weakened  British  security  and  prestige. 

The  capitulation  at  Munich  was  immediately  followed  by  intensified  ag- 
gression in  the  Far  East.  A  more  contemptuous  disregard  for  British  and 
French  interests  than  had  been  manifested  since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
became  apparent.  A  large  proportion  of  the  British  investment  in  the  Far 
East  seems  now  to  have  been  irreparably  lost.  The  evidence  points  to  the 
likelihood  that  the  bolder  action  against  British,  French  and  United  States 
interests  in  the  Orient  was  one  of  the  indirect  consequences  of  Munich.  With 
the  fate  of  economic  imperialism  we  are  not  concerned,  but  at  this  time,  when 
the  Chinese  people  are  engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle,  we  must  deplore 
anything  which  may  tend  to  hamper  them  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  the  necessary 
means  to  prolong  their  resistance  to  the  invader.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
of  late  there  has  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  both  British  and  United 
States  governments  to  give  some  support  to  the  Chinese  National  cause.  No 
doubt  the  desire  to  preserve  what  remains  of  their  investments  and  trading 
facilities  in  China  has  been  the  important  consideration,  but  the  popular  sym- 
pathy with  the  Chinese  people  may  also  have  been  a  factor  in  changing  the 
attitude  of  these  governments.  While  their  action  is  appreciated,  much  more 
is  still  required;  in  particular,  the  development  of  policies  to  quarantine  the 
aggressor. 

For  more  than  two  years  the  legally  constituted  government  of  Spain  has 
been  carrying  on  an  unequal  struggle  against  rebellion  and  the  armed  invasion 
of  the  Fascist  states.  During  the  whole  of  that  period  the  governments  of  the 
democratic  countries,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  international  law,  have 
denied  to  the  Spanish  government  the  right  to  purchase  and  import  arms  for 
their  own  defence.  By  such  methods  the  governments  of  the  democratic 
states  have  aided  and  abetted  the  aggressor  states.  In  consequence  great  areas 
have  been  overrun  by  the  rebel  and  foreign  armies.  The  issue,  however,  has 
not  yet  been  determined.  The  extension  of  the  Rome-Berlin  axis  to  Spain  is 
not  yet  completed.  It  seems  probable  that  the  granting  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment of  its  rights  under  international  law  could  at  even  this  date  turn  the 
scale  in  their  favor.  That  the  Fascist  powers  should  not  become  permanently 
established  in  the  Spanish  peninsula  is  the  most  vital  interest  of  the  democratic 
peoples  of  the  world.  In  particular  it  is  at  this  time  the  most  vital  interest 
of  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  and  France.  Spain  is  the  acid  test 
for  democratic  statesmanship. 

As  a  country  largely  dependent  upon  the  export  market  for  her  natural 
products,  Canada  is  deeply  concerned  with  the  outcome  of  the  struggle  between 
the  ideals  of  democracy  and  of  fascism.  The  sympathy  of  most  Canadians 
naturally  lies  with  those  who  are  seeking  to  realize  democratic  ideals,  but  plain 
economic  considerations  also  impel  us  to  desire  their  victory.  The  extension 
of  international  trade  is  incompatible  with  Fascist  nationalism. 

May  I  say  before  I  leave  this  subject  of  international  affairs,  that  in  my 
judgment  the  democratic  peoples,  if  they  are  to  meet  successfully  the  challenge 

lO 


of  the  Fascist  distatorships,  must  carry  out  a  program  of  far-reaching  internal 
economic  change.  Political  democracy  must  find  its  complement  in  economic 
democracy.  Only  by  the  establishment  of  economic  democracy  can  we  at  the 
same  time  ensure  national  efficiency  and  the  preservation  of  freedom.  The 
only  alternative  to  economic  democracy  is  the  steady  growth  of  the  disruptive 
forces  which  now  exist  within  our  still  relatively  free  constitutional  states, 
ending  in  the  triumph,  for  our  own  day  at  least,  of  the  dark  forces  which  seek 
to  enslave  mankind,  physically  and  mentally. 

COST  OF  PRODUCTION 

Of  all  the  problems  with  which  the  farmer  is  faced,  in  my  judgment  the 
most  important  is  the  securing  of  prices  for  the  products  of  his  labor  that 
will  meet  the  cost  of  production.  This  is  also  described  as  being  a  proper 
price  relationship  between  what  the  farmer  produces,  and  the  goods  and 
services  the  farmer  must  purchase.  Another  way  of  describing  it  is  parity  of 
prices.  Personally  I  prefer  to  use  the  term,  cost  of  production,  for  the  reason 
that  the  term  is  self-explanatory.  I  include  in  cost  of  production  all  items 
such  as  wages,  taxes,  cost  of  repairs,  binder  twine,  fuel  and  lubricating  oils 
and  greases,  depreciation,  reasonable  return  on  investment  and  last  but  very 
important,  proper  remuneration  to  the  farmer  and  his  family  for  services  ren- 
dered in  producing  agricultural  products.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  farmer 
should  be  willing  or  forced  to  accept  less  than  the  cost  of  production,  only 
on  rare  occasions  does  the  farmer  receive  sufficient  in  exchange  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  his  labor  to  meet  the  cost  of  production.  After  paying  out  the  major 
portion  of  what  he  receives,  the  farmer  is  very  often  confronted  with  the 
dilemma  as  to  whether  he  will  retain  what  is  left  to  provide  for  his  famil}'- 
or  pay  his  taxes.  Naturally  the  farmer  decides  in  the  interest  of  his  family. 
The  huge  amount  of  arrears  of  taxes  in  almost  every  rural  municipality  is 
proof  of  mv  statement.  Another  proof  is  the  steadily  decreasing  standard  of 
living  for  the  great  majority  of  farmers,  together  with  a  progressive  increase 
in  the  volume  of  farm  debt.  With  some  exceptions,  the  real  reason  why  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  legislation  such  as  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  to  prevent  fore- 
closures, followed  later  by  the  Farmers'  Creditors'  Arrangement  Act,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  is  to  reduce  the  principal  and  interest  of  farm  debt,  was  due 
in  large  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  farmers  were  not  receiving  sufficient  in 
return  to  meet  the  cost  of  production. 

It  is  important  that  we  give  some  consideration  to  some  of  the  reasons  why 
the  farmer  does  not  receive  on  the  average  the  cost  of  production,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a  better  understanding  of  the  problem  with  which  we  are 
faced.  The  Canadian  farmer  generally  produces  more  of  the  ordinary  agri- 
cultural products  than  what  Canadian  consumers  have  the  purchasing  power  or 
abihty  to  consume.  The  result  is  that  we  must  sell  the  surplus  in  the  world's 
competitive  market  at  prices  below  the  cost  of  production.  The  price  that 
the  Canadian  consumer  pays  for  Canadian  farm  produce  is  determined  by  the 
price  received  for  export.  On  the  other  hand,  the  farmer  purchases  the  goods 
he  requires  in  a  highly  protected  market,  which  gives  the  manufacturer  the 
opportunity  of  charging  a  price  that  not  only  covers  the  cost  of  production, 
but  also  includes  a  profit  over  and  above  the  cost  of  production.  If  the  farmer 
received  benefits  from  our  present  fiscal  policy  equal  to  the  benefits  secured  by 
our  secondary  industries,  no  great  harm  would  be  done  to  the  primary  pro- 
ducer, but  because  of  the  fact  that  we  have  surpluses  that  must  be  sold  at 
world's  competitive  market  prices,  the  returns  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  cost 
of  production. 

Another  important  reason  why  the  farmer  does  not  secure  the  average  cost 
of  production  is  because  of  profit,  one  of  the  principal  features  of  the  existing 
economic  system.  In  a  few  words,  profit  may  be  described  as  being  "something 
for  nothing."  It  is  impossible  for  any  person  to  make  a  profit  unless  some 
other  persons  receive  less  than  they  are  entitled  to.  When  I  speak  of  profit 
it  is  necessary  to  clearly  understand  what  I  mean  in  using  this  term.  One 
illustration  will  suffice  to  demonstrate  my  interpretation  of  the  word  profit. 
We  will  assume  that  a  merchant  buys  a  line  of  goods  at  a  cost  of  one  dollar 
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per  unit.  He  marks  the  price  of  each  unit  to  be  sold  to  his  customer  at,  say, 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  The  question  is,  does  the  merchant  make  a  profit  at 
this  price?  There  are  many  people  who  will  say  that  the  merchant  has  made 
a  profit  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  unit  he  has  sold.  I  am  sure  that  persons 
who  take  this  attitude  do  so  without  full  consideration  of  all  that  is  involved. 
The  merchant  has  many  legitimate  costs  that  must  be  paid  for  out  of  the  differ- 
ence in  price  that  he  paid  for  the  unit  of  goods  and  the  price  he  received  for 
it  from  the  customer.  He  has  to  pay  such  items  as  rent,  taxes,  salaries,  depre- 
ciation of  stock,  etc.,  and  last  but  very  important,  reasonable  remuneration  for 
his  own  services.  If  the  twenty-five  cents  that  represents  the  difference  between 
the  cost  and  the  selling-price  will  only  pay  for  all  overhead,  then  in  that  case 
there  has  been  no  profit.  If  on  the  other  hand,  it  took  only  twenty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  to  pay  all  overhead  mcluding  the  necessary  remuneration  for  the 
merchant's  services,  then  the  other  five  cents  is  profit.  That  is  to  say  that 
the  merchant  has  received  five  cents  for  which  he  has  not  given  any  goods  or 
services  in  return.  This  is  what  I  mean  by  profit,  and  is  the  reason  why  I 
describe  profit  as  being  something  for  nothing.  If  it  was  not  for  profit,  there 
could  not  be  the  concentration  of  wealth  as  we  have  it  today.  Profit  is  more 
responsible  for  unemployment  today  than  all  other  factors  combined.  Indeed, 
profit  may  be  further  described  as  being  the  arch  enemy  of  humanity.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  class,  engaged  in  the  production  of  real  wealth,  that  produces 
more  profit  for  others,  than  do  the  farm  people  of  Alberta.  Every  time  we  sell 
farm  produce  at  a  price  that  is  below  the  cost  of  production  we  permit  some 
one  to  make  a  profit  from  our  labor.  I  trust  that  you  will  realize  how  extremely 
important  it  is  to  make  every  effort  to  create  a  condition  whereby  the  farmer 
is  assured  cost  of  production  for  agricultural  products. 

For  forty  years  or  more  the  farmers  of  Canada  and  particulaly  those  of 
the  west  have  advocated  low  tariffs.  There  were  sound  reasons  behind  this 
request,  because  we  were  convinced  that  the  higher  tariffs  went,  the  higher 
went  the  cost  of  production  and  the  cost  of  living.  We  have  to  admit  that  we 
have  failed  in  our  endeavor  to  secure  lower  tariff's.  With  the  exception  of  the 
years  when  the  former  Conservative  Government  was  in  power,  1930  to  1935, 
the  present  tariff  schedule  is  the  highest  on  record.  It  is  substantially  higher 
than  when  the  Liberal  Party  went  out  of  office  in  1930.  The  former  Con- 
servative Government  did  try  to  offset  the  discrimination  suffered  by  farmers 
through  the  high  tariff  policy  in  force  by  giving  a  bonus  on  wheat  for  one  year, 
and  later  attempting  to  stabilize  the  price  of  wheat.  While  praiseworthy,  these 
efforts  only  touched  the  fringe  of  the  problems,  inasmuch  as  farm  produce  other 
than  wheat  was  given  no  consideration. 

Every  farmer  must  be  convinced  by  his  own  experience  that  there  is  a 
gap  between  what  we  receive  by  the  sale  of  farm  commodities  and  the  cost 
of  production.  Furthermore,  there  can  be  no  assurance  of  economic  security 
for  the  farmer  until  cost  of  production  is  an  established  fact.  I  have  men- 
tioned a  few  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  farmers  which  had  and  are  having  the 
result  of  reducing  the  spread  between  price  received  and  production  costs ; 
further,  I  have  stated  my  belief  that  it  is  still  possible  to  develop  other  activities 
with  a  similar  end  in  view.  These  activities  are  all  worth  while,  and  should 
not  be  neglected,  as  they  assist  in  lessening  the  severity  and  harshness  of  the 
economic  struggle.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  it  will  take  more  than  these 
efforts  to  secure  for  the  farmer  cost  of  production.  May  I  repeat  for  emphasis, 
that  there  can  be  no  economic  justice  and  security  for  the  farmer,  until  the 
full  cost  of  production  is  included  in  the  price  that  we  receive  for  farm  produce. 

If  in  the  near  future  any  Federal  Government  were  to  reduce  tariffs  to 
the  point  where  they  would  not  increase  the  cost  of  production  or  living  costs, 
and  if  the  farmer  Vv-as  as  free  to  buy  as  he  is  to  sell  in  the  world's  competitive 
market,  then  personally  I  am  willing  to  take  my  chance.  Having  regard  to  the 
present  industrial  set-up  within  our  border,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any 
Federal  Government  will  in  the  near  future  follow  such  a  course ;  then  we 
are  justified  in  demanding  from  the  Federal  Government  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Canadian  farmer.  It  is  time  that  the  Government  and 
the  people  of  Canada  realize  that  thej'  cannot  forever  expect  that  the  primary 
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producer  will  be  content  to  continue  to  produce  new  wealth  at  a  loss,  a  loss 
which  means  economic  insecurity,  hardship  and  debt  for  the  farmer  and  his 
family. 

I  am  not  very  particular  as  to  the  methods  to  be  used  in  attaining  this 
objective,  so  long  as  the  methods  used  are  equitable  to  all  concerned.  The  first 
step  to  be  taken  is  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  the  principle  that  the  farmer  is 
entitled  to  the  cost  of  production  of  his  commodities.  To  secure  the  acceptance 
of  this  principle,  that  is  in  my  judgment  going  to  be  the  hardest  obstacle  to 
overcome.  The  methods  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  make  our  objective  effective 
can  be  readily  worked  out.  This  statement  may  be  viewed  by  many  with  reser- 
vations, particularly  when  they  remember  recent  events  in  Alberta  where  many 
glittering  promises  remain  unfulfilled.  In  the  event  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment accepting  the  principle  that  the  farmer  is  entitled  to  the  cost  of  production, 
and  in  the  event  of  them  having  difficulty  in  working  out  a  plan,  may  I  say 
very  emphatically,  that  the  U.F.A.  will  be  available  at  any  time  to  advise  them 
as  to  how  it  can  be  worked  out.    I  make  this  statement  without  hesitation. 

CONCLUSION 

Before  I  conclude  this  address  permit  me  to  express  my  opinion  on  a  matter 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  key  to  any  future  success  in  the  farmers'  interest. 
I  refer  to  the  necessity  for  a  strong  farmer  organization.  There  is  no  hope 
that  the  interests  of  the  Alberta  farmer  will  be  given  any  consideration  except 
through  organized  effort.  For  several  years  little  of  importance  has  been 
attempted  by  the  farmers  in  an  effort  to  retain  the  benefits  of  even  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  past.  In  a  rapidly  changing  economic  system,  farmers 
must  be  ever  on  the  alert  in  devising  policies  necessary  to  meet  new  conditions. 
Today  the  ranks  of  the  farmers  are  split  into  many  factions,  each  faction  going 
in  a  different  direction.  The  blame  for  the  split  in  our  ranks  is  not  the  result 
of  machinations  on  the  part  of  those  who,  under  the  system,  profit  at  the  expense 
of  our  industry.  Let  us  place  the  blame  where  it  belongs.  We,  the  farmers  of 
Alberta,  are  responsible.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  that  any  group  or  faction  is 
more  responsible  than  other  groups  or  factions.  I  mean  you  and  I,  all  of  us, 
have  some  responsibility  for  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  It  is  useless  for  us 
to  hope  that  some  person  or  groups  outside  of  the  farmers'  ranks  will  protect 
our  interests.  We  can't  expect  such  a  miracle  to  happen  under  the  competitive 
profit  system.  This  job  is  ours.  No  one  else  can  do  it  for  us.  If  we  fail, 
then  we  must  accept  the  consequences.  I  feel  sure,  however,  that  we  will  not 
fail  for  the  reason  that  the  consequences  of  failure  are  too  horrible  to  con- 
template. Let  us  start  now  to  consolidate  our  ranks.  In  closing  may  I  appeal 
whole-heartedly  to  the  farm  people  of  Alberta  to  exercise  the  greatest  measure 
of  tolerance  and  forbearance  in  order  to  build  anew  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
without  which  no  progress  is  possible. 

ROBERT  GARDINER. 

January  17th,  1939. 
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ADDRESS 

By  the  President  of  the  U^F.W.A. 
To  the  U.F.A.  Convention,  January,  1939 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  consider  it  a  privilege  to  bring  greetings  from  the  Women's  Section  and 
to  extend  a  sincere  and  cordial  welcome  to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending 
this  Convention.  I  trust  that  each  person  will  be  well  repaid  for  the  effort 
entailed  in  attending  the  sessions  and  will  be  imbued  with  enthusiasm  for  the 
work  we  are  doing.  There  is  nothing  so  contagious  as  enthusiasm  and  I  hope 
that  each  of  you  will  carry  back  to  your  community  and  neighbours,  some  idea 
of  the  great  necessity  of  buckling  on  the  armour  and  getting  down  to  work 
with  the  end  in  view  of  increasing  farmer  co-operation  and  organization  in 
Alberta.  Nothing  is  more  imperative  in  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  society 
in  this  Province,  for  there  can  be  no  economic  security  in  this  country  unless 
we  have  a  prosperous  agriculture. 

At  the  very  outset  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  people  represented  in  this 
organization  and  for  whom  I  speak,  do  not  believe  in  a  "do  nothing"  attitude. 
They  do  not  believe  that  conditions  will  right  themselves  nor  do  they  believe 
it  is  a  safe  policy  to  let  things  drift.  It  is  true  our  numbers  are  not  as  large 
as  we  would  like  but  we  must  remember  it  is  not  the  size  of  the  dog  in  the 
fight  that  counts,  it  is  the  size  of  the  fight  in  the  dog  that  wins  the  day. 

This  week  will  not  resolve  itself  into  a  holiday  for  farm  men  and  women ; 
it  will  require  the  very  best  which  each  delegate  has  to  give,  if  we  are  to  accom- 
plish something  worth  while.  There  has  never  been  a  time  in  the  history  of 
this  Province,  when  it  was  so  essential  that  the  voice  of  the  organized  farmers 
make  itself  heard.  During  the  past  year  I  covered  a  large  portion  of  Alberta, 
travelling  from  the  Peace  River  to  the  southern  border,  and  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced that  farm  people  are  looking  to  the  U.F.A.  to  prove  the  medium  through 
which  something  will  be  done  about  agricultural  problems.  It  is  true  that  many 
people  have  become  discouraged  in  the  struggle,  for,  in  spite  of  scientific 
knowledge  and  advancement,  difficulties  which  seem  almost  insurmountable 
still  demand  attention  and  solution  It  has  been  aptly  said  that  "failure  only 
begins  where  one  leaves  off  trying."  There  can  be  no  failure  as  long  as  we 
keep  on  trying. 

1938  has  been  a  trying  year  for  all  of  the  peoples  of  the  earth.  The  inter- 
national situation  has  been  the  cause  of  much  concern,  economic  conditions 
continue  to  be  depressed,  and  hopelessness  as  to  the  future  has  been  expressed 
on  every  hand.  Many  people  calmly  tell  us  that  we  shall  always  have  millions 
of  imemployed  people,  and  another  World  War  is  inevitable.  What  a  cowardly 
attitude  to  take!  It  is  merely  another  way  of  admitting  that  the  world  has 
reached  the  end  of  its  resources,  that  hope  is  dead,  that  there  is  no  future.  If 
this  be  true — if  there  is  no  hope  for  large  numbers  of  our  people — then  I  can 
see  no  hope  for  any  of  us.  If  this  be  true,  of  what  use  is  life?  Why  carry  on 
our  educational  institutions,  medical  and  scientific  research,  or  any  project  which 
will  make  life  happier  and  better  for  coming  generations?  If  we  adopt  that 
attitude  it  seems  we  must  also  admit  there  is  no  need  even  for  religious 
philosophy. 
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As  for  myself,  I  will  never  subscribe  to  a  defeatist  attitude,  either  in 
connection  with  our  own  organization  or  in  the  broader  field  of  national  and 
international  economy.  It  can  only  lead  to  greater  chaos  and  misery  and  it  is 
false.  It  is  not  the  unemployment,  the  insecurity  of  so  many  people,  the  need- 
less suffering  all  over  the  world  which  disturbs  me  most  today;  that  gives  me 
the  gravest  apprehension.  It  is  the  moral  breakdown  of  our  people  which 
constitutes  the  greatest  tragedy.  It  is  the  loss  of  faith  in  oneself,  the  lack  of 
personal  responsibility  for  another's  unfortunate  plight,  the  rapidity  with  which 
we  are  willing  to  trade  priceless  liberties  for  empty  promises,  that  causes  me  the 
greatest  concern.  No  individual  or  group  of  individuals  can  plan  our  lives  for 
us.  It  is  so  easy  for  desperate  people  to  shift  their  responsibilities  and  burdens 
to  others  who  are  only  too  ready  and  willing  to  accept  them.  The  men  and 
women  with  whom  we  placed  the  af¥airs  of  government  are  merely  ordinary 
men  and  women  like  ourselves,  well  meaning  citizens,  some  of  whom  are  fond 
of  public  office  and  whose  main  qualification  seems  to  be  their  ability  to  make 
a  speech  in  which  they  offer  to  take  care  of  our  responsibilities  of  citizenship 
and  paint  a  rosy  future  for  every  one.  We,  as  farmers,  cannot  place  the  entire 
responsibility  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who  make  our  laws,  we  must  for- 
mulate an  agriculture  policy  and  see  that  it  is  enforced.  That  is  the  job  that 
awaits  our  doing  and  if  we  fail  in  our  task  we  have  no  one  to  blame  for  our 
desperate  economic  plight. 

We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  quick  results  are  frequently  lacking 
in  permanence.  We  must  adopt  an  agriculture  policy,  a  program  which,  Dy 
its  soundness  and  its  spirit  of  voluntary  co-operation,  will  win  the  farmers 
over  and  become  a  permanent  part  of  our  agricultural  and  national  economy. 
There  must  be  a  plan,  whereby  the  farmer  is  assured  cost  of  production,  in 
which  case  the  troublesome  debt  structure  will  in  some  measure  be  weakened 
and  lessened.  This  plan  if  evolved,  will  be  worked  out  and  demanded  by  the 
men  and  women  on  the  land.  It  should  eventually  be  administered  by  the 
farmers  themselves — through  their  own  organizations,  with  the  least  degree 
possible  of  red  tape  and  bureaucratic  control. 

As  I  have  gone  about  the  country,  I  have  been  dismayed  by  the  attitude 
whi:h  is  growing  rapidly  these  days,  that  the  world  owes  a  man  something  for 
nothing.  I  want  to  say  that  any  farm  program  which  does  not  have  as  its 
objective  more  intelligent  land  use  and  the  preservation  of  our  natural  re- 
sources is  not  a  sound  program.  If  a  program  does  not  give  much  heed  to 
exhaustible  resources,  such  as  fertility  of  the  soil,  timber,  wild  life,  etc.,  it  is 
a  failure.  The  children  of  the  future  are  entitled  to  find  their  world  as  well 
stocked  with  the  material  things  which  make  for  happy  lives  as  our  grand- 
parents did. 

And  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  conservation  as 
important  as  the  conservation  of  human  resources.  A  satisfied  rural  population 
demands  something  more  than  an  abundance  of  material  things.  We  must 
preserve  the  integrity,  pride  and  self-reliance  of  the  human  being.  A  wise 
farm  program  must  take  into  account  the  things  of  the  heart  and  the  mind 
and  the  soul. 

To  this  end,  it  behooves  this  organization  to  co-operate  in  every  way  pos- 
sible with  all  tliose  agencies  working  for  price  control  of  farm  produce.  It 
behooves  us  to  demand  the  cessation  of  unjust  and  unfair  prices  in  the  field 
of  farm  machinery,  repairs,  fuel,  oils,  etc.  All  of  the  things  which  need  to  be 
done  for  agriculture  can  be  accomplished  within  the  framework  of  constitutional 
government  and  under  democratic  control. 

We  have  heard  much  in  recent  months  regarding  the  growth  of  dictator- 
ship and  fascism  in  Canada.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  growing  demand  for  some  form  of  control,  which  may  very  easily 
lead  us  into  dictatorship.  Nevertheless  I  contend  that  it  would  be  tragic  indeed 
if  we  were  to  spend  all  of  our  energies  resisting  the  invasion  of  dictatorship, 
in  the  meantime  neglecting  the  task  that  lies  at  our  own  hands.  Fascism  feeds  on 
the  discontent  of  our  people  and  the  biggest  task  before  us  is  the  strengthening 
of  the  foundations  of  our  democracy,  the  elimination  of  the  social  and  economic 
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evils  which  are  proving  such  a  boon  to  those  who  are  fostering  the  growth  of 
dictatorship  in  Canada. 

Agriculture  will,  of  necessity,  be  forced  to  some  sort  of  regimentatiou 
in  the  very  near  future.  Industry  has  always  exercised  a  strict  but  voluntary 
control  over  its  output  and  agriculture  must  practice  some  sort  of  voluntary 
control  if  it  is  to  be  put  on  a  sound  economic  basis.  The  fact  that  agriculture 
is  composed  or  made  up  of  millions  of  individualistic  producing  units,  demands 
that  there  be  some  central  agency  through  which  these  numerous  units  can  work 
and  make  their  demands.  Some  economists  tell  us  that  the  economic  cycle  is  in 
itselt  all  the  control  that  agriculture  needs.  To  me  that  is  a  pretty  cruel  sort 
of  control.  Twenty-five  cent  wheat  and  three  cent  hogs,  are  rather  severe 
punishment  for  the  lack  of  regimentation  and  control  over  the  production  and 
sale  of  farm  produce. 

Events  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the  Orient  may  seem  far  afield  in  a  discus- 
sion of  the  problems  facing  this  organization,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  way  in  which  their  effects  upon  this  country  can  be  evaded.  They  ma}' 
prove  to  be  most  important  influences  in  the  next  few  years.  There  are  appar- 
ently two  trends.  One  is  a  larger  regrouping  of  national  economic  systemic. 
The  other,  is  that  democracy  is  no  longer  "the  movement  of  history,"  as 
Woodrow  Wilson  said  in  1912.  The  showdown  at  Munich,  which  cleared  the 
way  for  Hitler's  dream  of  a  Germanic  march  to  the  east,  was  a  demonstration 
of  these  trends.  The  same  is  true  of  Mussolini's  conquest  of  Ethiopia,  the 
Fascist  supported  war  in  Spain  and  Japan's  invasion  of  Manchuria  and  North 
China.  Weaker  lands  and  nations  are  being  obliged  to  give  way  before  the 
onslaught.  "Only  sufiicient  space  on  this  earth  assures  a  national  freedom 
of  existence,"  says  Hitler,  who  also  declares  that  "territory  and  arable  soil  is 
the  goal  of  our  foreign  policy." 

In  the  short  space  o£  ten  days  after  the  surrendering  of  Czecho-Slovakia, 
Germany  made  trade  agreements  with  Turkey  and  the  Balkan  States,  who  have 
valuable  resources  in  the  form  of  food  supplies,  minerals  and  oil.  They  came 
into  the  German  economic  scheme  without  any  need  of  conquest.  Beyond 
them  lies  the  Ukraine  with  its  471,000  square  miles  of  fertile  soil  and  rich 
mineral  deposits.    It  too,  would   prove  a  boon  to  Hitler's  ambitions. 

This  new  trend  has  a  manifold  meaning  and  significance  to  us.  Scientists 
have  evolved  substitutes  when  necessity  demanded  it.  Germany  has  found 
numerous  ways  and  means  of  substituting  something  else  when  their  supply  of 
essential  commiodities  failed  them.  What  they  will  be  able  to  do  now  that  thej' 
are  in  possession  of  more  resources  may  prove  enlightening  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  I.,ife  in  the  dictator  states  is  organized,  there  is  rigid  discipline  and 
the  people  seem  to  be  working  toward  a  common  goal.  That  sort  of  control 
and  regimentation  is  repugnant  to  the  people  of  democratic  countries,  as  it 
appears  to  them  to  mean  the  elimination  of  individual  thought  and  action. 
But  we  cannot  disregard  the  fact  that  such  a  system  of  organization  implies 
a  large  capacity  for  work  and  for  mass  production. 

Tliese  are  the  new  forces  which  we  face,  larger  and  more  self-contained 
economic  groupings,  and  a  ruthless  will  to  dominate  backed  by  more  organized 
effort  than  the  world  has  ever  seen  before.  All  this  means  a  harder  world 
to  live  in,  as  out  of  it  will  come  stiffer  competition  for  international  markets, 
and  it  will  without  question  have  grave  effects  upon  our  politics,  our  social, 
labor,  foreign  and  farm  policies. 

The  years  ahead  of  us  will  be  difficult.  If  the  democratic  countries  are 
to  hold  their  own,  they  must  get  ready  now,  mentally  and  spiritually  as  well 
as  materially.  We  must  match  the  enforced  organization  and  capacity  for 
work  of  the  authoritarian  states  with  a  voluntary  co-operation  of  the  elements 
of  capital,  labor,  farm  and  government. 

Our  job  is  to  put  our  own  economic  house  in  order,  expand  production 
where  necessary,  control  it  in  other  places,  and  put  men  back  to  work.  We 
must  put  enthusiasm  and  energy  behind  our  scientific  and  research  facilities. 
Our  economic  boundaries  may  have  to  be  enlarged  to  bring  in  needed  resources, 
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but  much  more  important  is  the  r.eed  to  make  use  of  our  present  great  re- 
sources. To  do  all  this,  one  thing  above  all  else  will  be  required,  and  that  is 
the  old  pioneer  spirit  which  developed  this  country.  New  frontiers  must  be 
explored;  not  geographic,  but  economic  iiontiers.  We  must  get  back  some 
of  the  strength  of  spirit  and  toughness  of  fibre  which  characterized  the  men 
and  women  who  came  to  this  country  and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  organi- 
zation.   The  world  ahead  does  not  promise  a  soft  and  easy  life. 

The  same  applies  to  the  narrower  field  in  which  we  are  engaged.  If  an 
organization  is  to  succeed  it  must  keep  pace  with  the  changing  times.  We  do 
not  live  in  a  static  world.  What  is  true  today  may  be  false  tomorrow.  This 
organization  may  have  to  change  its  set-up,  its  philosophy  (not  its  principles), 
if  it  is  to  succeed  in  the  task  it  has  undertaken.  An  English  essayist  has  said, 
"Three  quarters  of  the  time  of  the  wise  is  spent  in  undoing  the  harm  done 
by  the  good."  Good  intentions,  high  principles  and  nobility  of  purpose  are 
not  enough — these  must  be  tempered  with  wisdom.  Blind  loyalty  to  a  cause  is 
not  sufficient.  In  our  desire  to  help  our  people,  we  must  not  lose  our  wisdom. 
It  is  true  that  the  economic  system  under  which  we  live  must  be  superseded 
eventually.  During  the  transition  stage,  however,  many  things  can  be  done  to 
alleviate  the  distress  lound  about  us.  At  this  stage  of  the  game,  it  seems  to 
me  these  are  the  things  which  it  is  imperative  that  this  association  should  do. 
Much  will  need  to  be  done  through  education,  which  is  always  a  slower  means 
to  an  end  than  dictation.  It  has  this  advantage,  however,  that  when  the  job 
is  finished,  the  integrity  and  self-reliance  of  the  individual  is  left  intact. 

And  now  a  word  about  the  political  situation.  I  have  been  tempted  to  make 
no  reference  to  this  lather  perplexing  problem.  It  is  a  contentious  subject, 
but  a  progressive  organization  must  of  necessity  discuss  contentious  problems, 
otherwise  it  would  not  be  progressive. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  pro  and  con  with  regard  to  the  advisibility  of 
discontinuing  our  political  activities  and  I  trust  that  when  the  decision  is  being 
made,  each  delegate  will  disabuse  his  or  her  mind  of  all  prejudice,  forget  the 
past  and  look  to  the  future.  The  past  is  dead  and  gone,  nothing  can  recall  it 
and  the  thing  we  must  concern  ourselves  with  is  the  future.  I  can  see  no  good 
purpose  in  debating  the  question  on  the  basis  of  what  we  have  done  in  the 
years  gone  by.  Can  we,  without  political  action,  exert  enough  influence  on 
our  governments  to  secure  those  things  which  we  need  so  badly  today?  Can 
we  get  anywhere  with  the  problems  of  crop  control  and  price  control,  elimina- 
tion of  high  interest  rates,  or  make  any  progress  towards  the  elimination  of  the 
profit  system  which  is  taking  such  a  dreadful  toll  in  human  happiness  today? 
Can  our  women's  section  get  anywhere  with  their  requests  for  better  and 
more  social  services,  the  need  for  which  was- never  more  apparent  than  at  the 
present  time?  Can  we  get  anywhere  with  our  co-operative  activities  as  long 
as  we  have  governments  unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  co-operatives  and  who 
are  desirous  of  furthering  the  competitive  system?  These  are  the  questions 
you  must  ask  yourselves.  If  you  are  confident  that  we  can  best  exert  that 
influence  by  getting  out  of  the  political  field,  then  vote  to  get  out.  If  you  feel 
however,  as  I  do,  that  we  must  have  some  medium  through  which  to  express 
our  political  views,  then  ponder  the  question  well  before  you  cast  your  vote. 
Remember  what  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  this  talk,  there  can  be  no  failure 
as  long  as  we  keep  on  trying. 

I  cannot  close  without  making  some  reference  to  the  work  of  our  Junior 
Branch.  One  of  the  most  discouraging  features  is  that  so  few  young  people 
are  coming  into  our  organization.  You  can  go  into  any  community  in  this 
Province  and  find  that  the  people  who  were  originally  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  U.F.A.  are  still  being  obliged  to  carry  the  burden.  Unless  we  can 
get  new  blood,  new  enthusiasm  into  this  organization,  I  am  afraid  that  the 
future  is  not  very  bright.  Many  of  us  will  be  obliged  before  very  long  to  give 
up  active  participation  in  the  fight  we  are  waging  and  if  we  want  the  work 
to  go  on,  we  must  get  our  farm  young  people  interested — that  is  the  only  way 
to  ensure  success.  I  have  found  that  the  women  are  willing  to  make  greater 
efforts  in  regard  to  Junior  work  than  the  men  are,  and  I  want  to  sav  in  all 
sincerity,  that  if  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.  do  not  make  a  greater  effort  to 
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interest  their  sons  in  this  organization  and  make  them  see  the  necessity  for 
maintaining  a  strong  association,  much  of  their  effort  of  today  will  be  of  no 
avail.  Will  you  not  resolve  to  do  a  little  more  for  the  Juniors?  After  all  we 
have  made  a  pretty  big  mess  of  things  and  the  future  in  store  for  them  is  not 
as  bright  as  it  might  be.  We  may  make  amends,  to  a  certain  extent,  however, 
by  being  a  little  more  interested  and  sympathetic  than  we  have  been  in  the 
past. 

Nine  years  ago  I  was  elected  an  officer  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Those  years 
have  been  happy  ones,  and  I  shall  always  feel  that  the  privilege  of  working 
with  all  those  associated  with  this  Movement  is  one  of  which  I  have  perhaps 
not  been  entirely  worthy — for  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  assist  in  doing 
something  for  the  farm  people  of  this  Province  is  an  honor  of  which  anyone 
might  well  be  proud.  It  is  with  feelings  of  mingled  sadness  and  gladness  that 
I  am  leaving  the  work  at  this  Convention ;  happiness  because  I  have  been 
found  worthy  to  be  a  leader  of  such  a  splendid  organization,  sadness  because 
I  will  greatly  miss  those  associations  which  I  cherish  greatly. 

I  want  to  express  in  some  small  degree  at  least  my  appreciation  for  the 
co-operation,  kindliness  and  consideration  which  I  have  received  during  my 
term  of  office  from  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Association.  Everywhere 
I  have  gone,  I  have  received  nothing  but  the  greatest  courtesy,  and  hospitality 
and  have  made  many  friends,  who  have  been  of  more  assistance  to  me  in  my 
hours  of  trial,  than  they  can  possibly  ever  know.  For  all  this  I  am  truly 
grateful  and  cannot  find  words  with  which  to  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

Is  it  too  much  for  me  to  ask  that  you  will  carry  on  the  work  we  have 
undertaken,  letting  nothing  in  the  future  dampen  your  spirits,  and  that  you  will 
live  up  to  the  trust  which  has  been  handed  down  to  you  by  the  Pioneers  of 
this  Movement?  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  and  that  when  the  pages 
of  history  are  written  the  record  of  the  work  of  the  United  Farmers  and  Farm 
Women  of  Alberta  will  be  one  of  which  those  who  come  after  us  can  be  justly 
proud. 

MARIE  E.  MALLOY. 
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YOUTH  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  TODAY 


Address  by  the  President  of  the  Junior  Branch 
to  the  U.F.A.  Convention,  January,  1939 


Greetings  to  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  in  Attendance  here  at  the 
Annual  Convention  and  to  Our  Radio  Audience. 

A  most  interesting  little  pamphlet  came  to  my  notice  recently,  entitled 
"Youth  in  the  World  of  Today,"  by  Maxwell  S.  Stewart.  I  would  recommend 
it  to  all  adults,  not  because  you  do  not  already  know  the  facts  contained  therein 
but  because  adults,  as  such,  seldom  deal  with  the  direct  problems  of  young 
people.  This,  perhaps,  is  because  you  have  been  busy  with  your  own  problems, 
too  busy  to  bother  much  about  ours. 

I  don't  think  youth  and  age  are  as  co-operative  as  they  might  be.  Young 
people  are  guilty  of  not  taking  enough  interest  in  adult  troubles  and  you  too 
are  guilty  of  the  same  offence.  However,  the  world  we  are  facing  is  the  world 
you  have  helped  to  shape.  Just  what  are  our  prospects,  our  future  in  this 
world  that  you  have  handed  down  to  us? 

At  first  glance,  one  would  say  that  you  are  passing  on  to  future  generations 
something  of  which  you  can  be  justly  proud.  There  is  in  this  Canada  of  ours 
an  abundance  of  everything  that  is  destined  by  nature  for  the  comfort  of  man. 
Enough  food  to  feed  ourselves  and  most  of  the  starving  hordes  in  China. 
Enough  wheat  to  bake  a  loaf  of  bread  large  enough  to  fill  the  grand  canyon. 
Enough  coal  to  keep  everybody  warm  for  two  million  years.  Enough  perishable 
foods  to  more  than  satisfy  the  wants  of  every  living  citizen.  Enough  elec- 
tricity to  light  every  farm  home  and  provide  them  with  power,  and  enough 
building  material  to  provide  a  home  for  every  family  in  Canada. 

This  picture  is  bright  and  my  generation  must  give  credit  to  yours  for  help- 
ing to  create  a  worFd  of  plenty. 

But  something  seems  to  have  gone  amiss  somewhere.  To  exist  at  all  your 
motto  has  had  to  be  "Every  man  for  himself".  Again  I  ask,  through  all  your 
years  of  toil  what  have  you  for  yourselves  and  what  are  our  prospects  for  the 
future? 

1.  Half  of  the  farmers  are  tenants,  many  others  employees  of  the  mort- 
gage companies  without  pay. 

2.  Our  forests  have  been  given  away  or  are  leased  by  corporations. 

3.  Gone,  or  going,  is  the  mineral  wealth  and  what  is  left  belongs  to  others. 

4.  Corporations  own  mines,  oil  wells,  factories,  mills  and  electric  power. 

5.  Corporations  own  railroads,  telegraph  and  newspapers.  Roads,  streets, 
bridges,  schoolhouses,  courthouses  government  buildings  are  mortgaged  up  to 
the  handle. 

In  fact,  the  public,  private  and  mortgaged  debt  of  our  country  is  likely 
more  than  the  country  would  bring  if  sold  at  public  auction.  In  other  words 
we've  been  handed  a  bankrupt  state.  True,  we  inherited  plenty,  but  someone 
"blew  it  in"  before  we  got  to  it.   They  likely  had  a  high  time  doing  it,  bragging 
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about  their  glorious  institutions  and  enterprises  and  rugged  individualism.  The 
wealth  and  boundless  opportunities  were  squandered,  never  giving  much  thought 
to  those  who  came  after.  Posterity  had  never  done  anything  for  them,  so  why 
should  they  do  anything  for  posterity. 

So  here  we  are,  both  generations,  mine  facing  the  bankrupt  state  and  yours 
facing  insecurity.  The  powers  to  whom  our  fortune  was  flung  have  no  more 
use  for  us  than  they  have  for  you.  We  are  the  castaways  of  a  capitalistic  sys- 
tem that  the  majority  seem  still  anxious  to  preserve.  It  will  leave  you  stranded 
in  old  age  as  it  is  leaving  us  stranded  in  youth.  Even  at  this  stage  in  the  game 
there  are  many  who,  even  after  some  very  sad  experiences,  are  still  ready  to 
stand  up  for  it.  Of  all  the  schemes  and  plans  put  forth  today,  few  include 
the  abolition  of  the  thing  that  brought  you  to  where  you  are  and  to  where  we 
are. 

There  has  been  created  an  economic  disorder  that  throws  millions  of  yoimg 
healthy  people  on  the  scrap  pile  and  one  that  will  not  give  security  to  the  aged 
and  infirm  out  of  its  past  profits.  Up  to  a  certain  period  in  scientific  develop- 
ment the  system  worked  fairly  well  but  today  we  are  trying  to  adapt  the  eco- 
nomic theories  of  long  ago  to  the  industrial  facts  with  which  Edison,  Ford  and 
McCormick  have  created  the  age  of  plenty. 

The  pamphlet  which  I  referred  to  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  "Youth  in 
the  World  Today,"  gives  a  vivid  word  picture  of  youth's  position,  by  stating 
facts  gained  through  interviews  with  young  people  themselves  and  from  statis- 
tics. It  says :  "Not  so  many  years  ago  it  was  assumed  that  the  solution  of 
youth's  problems  was  to  give  them  a  better  education.  Now  we  know  that  this 
is  by  no  means  the  whole  story.  Today  a  greater  proportion  of  young  people 
are  in  schools  and  colleges  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  history,  and  unemploy- 
ment is  almost  as  serious  among  college  graduates  as  it  is  among  the  untrained." 
The  writer  expresses  the  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  neglect  of  vocational 
training  and  that  since  a  great  majority  of  students  do  not  take  more  than  high 
school,  it  should  train  them  for  everyday  living,  train  them  to  earn  their  bread 
and  butter.  High  school  should  be  a  citizenship  school,  for  democracy  can  work 
only  if  voters  come  to  realize  their  responsibilities.  Although  more  attention  is 
being  paid  to  this  problem  than  e-'.er  before,  the  tragic  floundering  of  youth  is 
sufficient  indication  that  the  task  is  not  being  as  well  done  as  it  might  be.  Youth 
can  be  criticised  somewhat  for  hesitancy  in  choosing  a  career,  although  they 
may  be  pardoned  for  this  for  so  often  training  in  some  practical  field  is 
begun  only  to  be  sharply  cut  off  because  of  dad  losing  his  job  or  lack  of  money 
for  various  other  reasons.  He  then  takes  whatever  he  can  get  for  the  time 
being,  seldom  finding  it  possible  to  return  again  to  his  chosen  career. 

A  young  person,  particularly  of  the  city,  has  less  chance  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  works  of  the  world  than  his  father.  Work  in  the  city  is 
something  dad  goes  to  in  the  morning  and  returns  from  at  night.  They  seldom 
see  their  fathers  on  the  job  and  have  very  little  understanding  of  what  it's  all 
about.  On  the  farm  it  might  be  said  that  this  procedure  is  reversed.  John 
Farmer's  son  sees  him  on  the  job  twenty-four  hours  or  so  a  day,  the  result 
being  that  as  a  career  he  seldom  chooses  farming.  There  is  less  and  less  activity 
in  the  home  that  equips  the  child  with  a  knowledge  of  the  various  vocations. 

Wages  for  youth  are  low  judging  by  almost  any  standards  and  although 
lack  of  money  is  bad  at  any  age  it  is  perhaps  more  serious  during  youth  than 
at  any  other  time.  Today  a  young  person  is  deprived  of  many  normal  social 
activities.  Luxuries  such  as  shows,  carfare,  decent  clothes  may  mean  little  to 
the  middle-aged  man  and  his  wife,  but  to  a  youth  they  are  often  life  itself. 
Failure  to  get  them  by  normal  means  has,  in  some  cases,  turned  them  to  get 
them  by  other  methods. 

The  farm  boy  today  has  even  greater  difficulty  finding  his  place  than  has 
his  city  cousin.  Competition  is  much  more  severe.  Migration  to  the  cities 
lessens  the  pressure  somewhat  but  even  so  in  1930  American  farms  had  more 
young  men  than  were  needed  to  raise  the  crop,  and  there  are  one  and  a  half 
million  more  today  and  farm  machinery  has  further  reduced  the  need  for  men. 
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Next  to  a  job  most  youth  rank  suitable  opportunities  for  recreation  as 
most  important.  The  review  states  that  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  young  people 
do  in  their  spare  time  but  from  those  approached  on  the  question  the  average 
reply  went  something  like  this:  "I  just  walk  around."  "I  think."  "Ride  in  a 
car.,  Loaf."  "I  walk  around  and  walk  around  and  go  home  and  to  bed.  All 
of  my  time  is  spare."  "Lay  under  a  shade  tree  in  the  summer.  Nothing  in  the 
winter." 

In  cities  the  question  of  play  is  largely  one  of  money.  For  the  well-to-do 
there  are  no  end  of  opportunities — tennis  courts,  gymnasiums,  golf  courses, 
swimming  pools,  theatres,  professional  sports,  motoring. 

Many  of  the  simple  outdoor  amusements  of  earlier  years  are  no  longer 
possible  or  satisfying,  either  in  the  country  or  in  the  city.  The  "ole  swimmin' 
hole"  no  longer  exists.  A  quiet  walk  down  a  country  road  is  no  longer  quiet 
or  safe.  The  pioblem  is  much  harder  by  the  fact  that  young  people  have  much 
more  time  on  their  hands  than  their  parents  had  at  the  same  age.  Some  are 
out  of  school  and  out  of  work.  Others  only  work  part  time.  Since  most 
young  people  have  little  money,  I  repeat  that  the  finding  of  satisfactory  recre- 
ation represents  a  very  real  problem,  comparable  to  that  of  finding  a  job. 

Some  are  of  the  opinion  that  youth  are  overorganized.  This  is  far  from 
the  truth.  Youth  is  the  period  in  life  when  the  organization  pull  has  seemed 
to  be  the  weakest.  Young  persons  from  eighteen  through  the  early  twenties 
are  poor  joiners.  The  fact  is  that  until  recently  there  has  been  a  lack  of  an  or- 
ganiration  appealing  to  this  age  group  alone,  which  may  account  for  their  repu- 
tation as  being  bad  joiners.  Recent  years,  however,  have  seen  the  development 
of  the  Youth  Congress  Movement  which  federates  national  and  local  organiza- 
tions having  youth  activity.  It  is  youth  controlled  and  youth  led  and  has  pro- 
vided a  means  for  youth  to  make  its  views  heard.  In  the  final  analysis  the  best 
citizen!ihip  training  for  youth  is  obtained  in  meetng  its  own  problems  co- 
operatively. So  says  Maxwell  S.  Stewart  and  in  those  words  he  is  restating 
the  value  to  us  of  our  junior  farm  movement  and  that  of  the  Youth  Congress. 

Need  I  repeat  to  an  audience  of  this  kind  the  value  of  such  organizations? 
They  are  and  shall  continue  to  be  the  best  schools  of  education  for  culture, 
association  and  the  realization  of  our  problems,  that  have  yet  been  discovered. 

May  I  announce  here  in  an  earnest  appeal  for  your  active  support,  our  own 
annual  Junior  Conference  in  Edmonton  early  in  June.  For  twenty  years  this 
institution  has  been  giving  to  young  farm  people  of  Alberta  a  taste  of  some- 
thing different.  It  opens  for  them  windows  on  a  wider  and  brighter  horizon. 
To  have  given  to  some  two  thousand  young  people  one  week  at  our  University 
certainly  justifies  its  existence. 

And  the  fourth  Canadian  Youth  Congress  to  be  held  in  Winnipeg  this  year 
from  June  30  to  July  2.  This  year's  congress  is  to  deal  mainly  with  rural 
problems  and  in  Alberta  the  city  youth  are  stressing  this  fact  and  will  put 
forth  every  effort  in  helping  to  send  a  rural  representation  equal  in  size  and 
value  to  the  agricultural  importance  of  this  Province.  The  duty  of  the  U.F.A. 
and  all  its  branches  in  this  regard  is  evident.  Help  your  farm  young  people 
to  help  themselves.  Youth  leaders  realize  that  they  are  dealing  with  potential 
djmamite.  If  the  economic  situation  should  get  worse  youth  might  very  easily 
be  stampeded  into  Fascism  as  it  has  been  in  other  countries.  But  with  proper 
education  and  leadership  youth  can  also  be  rallied  in  the  defence  of  our  demo- 
cratic institutions.  But  if  this  is  tc  be  achieved,  the  democratic  ideal  must  be 
restated  in  terms  as  dynamic  as  those  put  forth  by  the  dictators.  Is  this  so 
much  a  task  for  youth  as  for  the  generation  which  has  already  enjoyed  the 
fruits  of  freedom? 

Many  of  these  problems  such  as  unemployment  and  low  cultural  standards 
are  not  youth's  problems  at  all,  for  youth  is  a  part  of  society.  Its  difficultits 
are  but  reflections  of  deep-seated  strains  in  our  economic  order.  If  they  are 
to  be  overcome  they  must  be  dealt  with  co-operatively.  In  this  task  both  adults 
and  youth  have  a  distinct  responsibility.    Yours  is  to  provide  decent  living 
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conditions,  leadership  and  an  opportunity  for  youth  to  accept  its  responsibility. 
Ouri  is  not  to  sit  back  and  let  the  adult  world  solve  our  problems,  but  to  help 
plan  and  fashion  our  own  future.  For  the  world  of  today  is  a  different  world. 
The  machine  has  made  great  changes.  Jobs  are  not  only  harder  to  get  but 
they  are  more  monotonous,  which  makes  far  greater  need  for  satisfaction  off 
the  job.  Youth  must  learn  to  enjoy  itself  in  a  commercal  world  without 
spendmg  too  much  money.  Many  of  these  problems  prove  too  difficult  for 
young  people  to  handle  alone. 

We  should  know  the  facts  of  the  world  we  are  entering.  We  must  attempt 
to  work  out  a  practical  program  for  overcoming  difficulties  that  face  us.  Youth 
and  adults  must  learn  the  art  of  working  wherever  possible  together.  Only  by 
joint  effort  of  all  age  groups  can  youth  hope  to  come  in  to  its  rightful  heritage. 

MARGARET  ARCHIBALD. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  IJ.¥.A.  for  1938 


IN  MEMORIAM 

We  pause  at  the  beginning  of  our  report  to  pay  tribute  to  those  of  our 
workers  who  have  passed  into  the  great  beyond  during  the  year  that  has  closed. 
We  make  special  reference  to  Mr.  Gus.  E.  Roose,  of  Camrose,  who  for  many 
years  was  an  officer  of  the  Camrose  Local  and  of  the  Camrose  Federal  Pro- 
vincial Constituency  Associations,  and  during  the  years  1921  and  1926  was  a 
director  on  the  Central  Board.  We  express  to  Mrs.  Roose  and  all  members 
of  the  family  and  to  the  families  of  all  other  workers  and  members  who 
have  suffered  bereavement  during  the  year,  our  deepest  and  sincerest  sympathy. 


ILLNESS  OF  MR.  J.  E.  BROWN 

During  the  year  Mr.  J.  E.  Brown,  Director  of  Camrose,  was  taken  seriously 
ill  and  his  duties  were  assumed  by  Mr.  Carl  P.  Colvin,  of  Sedgwick,  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive.  We  are  glad  to  record  that  Mr.  Brown  has  made 
a  good  recovery  and  to  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Colvin  for  having  so  well 
filled  the  gap  created  by  Mr.  Brown's  illness. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

Two  meetings  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  were  held,  one  after  the  last  annual 
convention  and  one  immediately  preceding  this  present  convention.  Four  meet- 
ings have  been  held  by  the  Executive  during  the  year. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

The  organization  has  been  represented  on  other  bodies  by  various  members 
of  the  Executive  as  follows:  by  President  Gardiner  on  the  C.C.F.  National 
Council ;  by  the  Executive  on  the  C.C.F.  Provincial  Council ;  by  Mr.  Priestley, 
on  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Canadian  League  for  Peace  and 
Derpocracy  and  as  fraternal  delegate  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor;  by 
Mr.  Sutherland  at  the  Winnipeg  Conference  on  Wheat  Problems;  by  Mr. 
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Church  at  the  Olds  School  of  Community  Life,  which  was  also  attended  by 
Miss  Margaret  Archibald,  Junior  U.F.A.  president. 

Through  the  Co-operative  Committee  the  organization  was  again  repre- 
sented on  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  by  Mr.  Priestley.  Our  Secretary, 
Miss  Birch,  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Olds  School  of  Community  Life  and 
attended  as  usual  the  Farm  Young  People's  Week  at  the  University  of  Alberta; 
(in  her  capacity  as  Junior  Secretary),  also  the  C.C.Y.M.  Junior  U.F.A.  camp 
at  Sylvan  Lake. 

PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS  TO  GOVERNMENT 

Vice-President  Priestley  and  U.F.W.A.  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Ross,  were 
appointed  to  head  a  delegation  to  present  the  resolutions  of  the  1938  Conven- 
tion to  the  Alberta  Government.  Arrangements  were  made  with  directors 
living  close  to  the  city  of  Edmonton  and  an  attempt  made  to  secure  audience 
with  Premier  Aberhart  and  members  of  the  Provincial  Cabinet.  After  some 
delay  and  uncertainty,  including  assembling  the  delegation  in  Edmonton,  it  was 
apparently  found  impossible  for  the  Government  to  find  time  to  meet  the  dele- 
gation. The  resolutions,  twenty-eight  in  number,  were  accordingly  forwarded 
by  mail  on  February  26th.  Lormal  acknowledgments  were  received  from 
members  of  the  Cabinet. 

The  resolutions  in  respect  to  Federal  legislation,  tw^enty-four  in  number 
were  forwarded  to  each  of  the  Alinisters  concerned  and  to  the  Prime  Minister 
at  Ottawa.  Formal  acknowledgment  was  made  by  some  ministers  and  a  reply 
at  some  length  received  from  Hon.  Jas.  G.  Gardiner,  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

FEED  AND  SEED  REFIEF 

Acting  for  the  Executive  early  in  the  month  of  February,  Central  Office 
drew  attention  of  the  Provincial  and  Dominion  governments  to  the  possibility 
of  an  acute  feed  shortage  in  the  drouth  areas.  Representations  were  received 
at  Central  Office  that  cattle  were  weakening  and  dying,  being  unable  to  forage 
on  account  of  the  unusual  depth  of  snow.  Hon.  Jas.  G.  Gardiner  replied  by  wire 
immediately  with  the  information  that  an  application  for  loan  to  meet  require- 
ments coming  within  the  scope  of  the  agreements  between  the  two  governments 
would  be  given  consideration.  Wires  were  dispatched  to  Premier  Aberhart  and 
Hon.  D.  B.  Mullen  and  leaders  of  all  parties  in  the  Legislature  urging  that  all 
party  considerations  be  laid  aside  and  that  the  Alberta  Government  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Legislature  make  immediate  application  to  the  Dom- 
inion for  a  loan  and  rush  feed  to  the  farmers  in  need. 

Again  in  May  and  June  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
was  drawn  to  the  insufficiency  of  supplies  of  relief  seed,  causing  farmers  with 
horses  weakened  by  the  long  winter  to  have  to  drive  to  town  repeatedly  to 
secure  their  quotas.  Protest  was  also  made  at  the  inadequacy  of  the  quota 
allowed  per  acre  of  prepared  land. 

PRODUCTION  TAX  ACT 

Immediately  upon  the  publication  of  the  details  of  the  Production  Tax  Act 
of  the  Alberta  Government,  steps  were  taken  to  acquaint  all  locals  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Locals  and  farmers  were  invited  to  forward  particu- 
lars to  Central  Office  of  the  financial  effect  of  such  a  tax.  Publicity  was  given 
to  some  of  these  case  studies  and  an  active  campaign  against  the  Act  con- 
ducted. The  Executive  registered  strong  opposition  to  the  Act  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  inequitable  and  unjust,  that  it  would  deprive  rural  communities 
of  local  self-government  and  that  the  Act  was  unworkable.  The  fear  of  such 
an  Act,  or  some  adaptation  of  it,  being  put  on  the  statute  books  aroused 
U.F.A.  locals  to  action  in  many  sections  of  the  Province.  The  Vice-President 
attended  the  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alberta  when  the  validity  of 
the  Act  was  tested  commencing  the  first  week  in  June.    The  Board  herewith 
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expresses  its  appreciation  of  the  work  of  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  LIv.D.  in  ably 
presenting  the  case  against  ;he  Act  before  the  court. 

Your  Board  expresses  satisfaction  that  the  Production  Tax  Act  or,  it 
was  more  formally  styled,  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Agriculture  from  Certain 
Taxes"  was  declared  ultra  vires.  The  farm  people  of  Alberta  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  having  escaped  this  discriminatory  piece  of  legislation. 

CBC  NEWS  COMMENTATORS 

In  the  month  of  June  foUov.'ing  a  statement  by  Rt.  Hon.  Prime  Minister 
Mackenzie  King  which  implied  the  possibility  of  restricting  the  style  and  mater- 
ial of  news  commentators  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation,  the  Ex- 
ecutive forwarded  a  resolution  to  the  Prime  Minister,  Minister  of  Transport, 
Hon.  C.  D.  Howe  and  to  leaders  of  opposition  parties  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, urging  that  the  policy  of  the  C.B.C.  should  be  to  encourage  in  every 
possible  way,  the  freest  discussion  and  exchange  of  viewpoint  on  all  matters 
relating  to  the  political,  economic  and  social  well-being  of  the  people  and  that 
only  such  restrictions  as  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  use  of  improper  language, 
libel  and  defamation  of  character  should  be  applied. 

MINIMUM  PRICE  FOR  WHEAT 

In  the  month  of  July  noting  an  inspired  press  release  from  Ottawa  to  the 
afifect  that  the  minimum  pr;ce  for  wheat  might  be  around  70  cents,  the  Vice- 
President  arranged  to  secure  the  assistaince  of  provincial  political  leaders  and 
others  in  a  series  of  broadcasts  and  news  releases  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
Ottawa  know  the  attitude  of  farmers  and  the  business  community  to  such  a 
suggested  minimum  and  a  campaign  was  organized  in  which  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Pools,  the  United  Grain  Growers  and  others  joined  in  a  united  protest 
possibly  exceeding  in  strength  any  expression  of  Western  Canadian  opinion 
forwarded  to  Ottawa  for  many  years.  Your  Board  does  not  claim  for  the 
Association  any  unique  position  of  leadership  in  this  respect  but  does  believe 
that  the  action  of  the  U.F.A.  in  conjunction  with  the  other  bodies  named 
together  with  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Boards  of  Trade  throughout  the 
West,  had  much  to  do  with  the  maintaining  of  the  minimum  price  at  a  figure 
of  80  cents  per  bushel,  basis  No.  i  Northern  f.o.b.  Fort  William.  The  Execu- 
tive's request  which  was  for  87^c.  was  endorsed  and  emphasized  by  large 
numbers  of  telegrams  and  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  Province  and  forwarded 
to  Ottawa.  Your  Board  again  publicly  expresses  thanks  to  all  farmer  organiza- 
tions, business  organizations,  groups  and  individuals,  who  gave  assistance  in 
this  connection.  The  thanks  of  the  Association  for  establishment  of  the  mui- 
imum  price  were  forwarded  to  the  Dominion  Government. 

PRESENTATION  TO  ROWELL  COMMISSION 

An  outstanding  piece  of  work  of  the  year  was  the  presentation  of  a  sub- 
mission to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Dominion  and  Provincial  relations  pre- 
sided over  by  Chief  Justice  N.  W.  Rowell  in  March  at  Edmonton.  President 
Gardiner,  accompanied  by  Vice-President  Priestley,  went  before  the  Com- 
mission with  a  brief  which  was  a  condensation  of  the  views  of  the  Association 
respecting  matters  under  review  by  the  Commission  with  particular  reference 
to  the  needs  of  Agriculture.  Your  Board  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  brief 
presented  by  the  President  was  in  many  respects  a  imique  contribution  to  the 
materials  placed  before  the  commission.  The  brief  received  considerable  pub- 
licity in  the  Press  of  Canada  and  copies  of  it  have  been  requested  by  public 
libraries,  universities,  research  organizations  and  other  public  and  semi-public 
bodied  throughout  the  Dominion. 

To  the  extent  commissions  have  value  it  lies  chiefly  in  the  increase  of 
knowledge  made  possible  to  thinking  people  in  the  community.  Whatever  the 
outcome  of  the  two  years'  enquiry  under  Chief  Justice  Rowell  your  Association 
has  played  its  part  in  informing  the  Canadian  Government  as  to  the  needs  of 
Western  Canadian  agriculture. 
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PRESIDENT'S  BROADCASTS 

During  the  month  of  November,  President  Gardiner  prepared  and  dehvered 
a  series  of  radio  addresses  on  farm  organization  and  pubhc  affairs,  during  the 
course  of  which  he  analyzed  the  situation  of  the  U.F.A.  and  endeavoured  to 
lead  the  way  to  a  clearcut  decision,  on  the  part  of  this  Convention  in  respect 
to  the  question  of  political  action.  Many  expressions  of  appreciation  of  these 
broadcasts  have  been  received  accompanied  frequently  by  the  suggestion  that 
they  should  be  continued.  We  regret  to  report  that  there  has  been  relatively 
little  response  to  our  appeal  for  financial  support  to  a  broadcasting  program. 
Your  Board  feels  it  to  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Association  to  broadcast  a 
financial  appeal  and  has  trusted  to  the  Locals  and  interested  members  to  respond 
to  the  appeal  issued  by  circular  from  Central  Office.  With  the  low  membership 
fee  now  prevailing  it  is  obviously  impossible  for  the  Association  to  spend  large 
sums  of  money  in  endeavours  to  reach  the  farm  people  by  means  of  the  radio 
unless  additional  financial  support  is  received  from  the  Locals. 

TAX  COLLECTIONS  IN  DROUGHT  AREA 

During  the  summer  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  general  expectation  in 
business  and  government  circles  that  there  would  be  a  bumper  crop  in  Alberta. 
There  was  evidence  of  preparation  for  a  rigid  and  extensive  policy  of  tax 
collection,  including  arrears,  in  those  areas  of  the  Province  many  years  afflicted 
by  drought,  which  were  apparently  about  to  receive  a  bountiful  harvest.  Your 
Executive  realizing  that  the  rains  had  been  of  a  spotty  nature  and  that  many 
areas  would  be  in  no  better  position  than  in  former  years  to  say  the  least,  to 
pay  either  current  taxes  or  arrears,  arranged  a  series  of  broadcasts  in  which  we 
were  again  assisted  by  men  outstanding  in  the  public  life  of  the  province,  to 
arouse  farmer  opinion  and  cause  pressure  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  in  respect  to  this  matter.  Your  Board  is  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  Alberta  Government  subsequently  modified  its  tax  collection 
policy  and  that  in  some  areas,  no  unusual  pressure  for  payment  was  exercised 
despite  the  fact  that  the  whole  machinery  of  the  elevator  companies  had  been 
previously  geared  into  the  Government's  policy  with  a  view  to  a  maximum 
collection  of  taxes  due,  together  with  the  collection  of  indebtedness  on  seed 
grain  liens,  etc. 

PROPOSAL  FOR  DIRECT  ACTION 

During  the  summer  the  Executive  received  a  request  from  the  United 
Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan  Section,  for  support  of  their  wheat  with- 
holding policy.  The  Executive  replied  to  the  request  to  the  effect  that  they 
believed  such  a  policy  to  be  unworkable,  that  the  method  was  undesirable  and 
that  it  would  only  result  in  increasing  the  hardship  and  difficulty  experienced  by 
the  wheat  growers  of  the  West. 

FARMERS'  CREDITORS  ARRANGEMENTS  ACT 

During  the  year  the  Vice-President  has  conferred  a  number  of  times  with 
the  Alberta  Board  of  Review  of  the  F.C.A.A.  Information  concerning  the 
activities  of  the  Board  have  been  dispensed  to  the  press  and  by  circular  to 
Locals  of  the  Organization.  Many  individual  farmers  have  been  assisted  by 
Central  Office  and  by  the  solicitors  of  the  organization  to  present  their  case 
before  the  Board.  Your  Executive  communicated  with  Ottawa  urging  upon 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  Hon.  Chas.  A.  Dunning,  the  appointment  of  at  least 
one  more  Board  of  Review  for  Alberta,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  be  main- 
tained at  not  more  than  5%  per  annum. 

NEW  SECURITY  ON  OLD  DEBTS 

In  October,  acting  upon  information  that  farmers  were  signing  documents 
giving  new  security  on  old  debts,  a  circular  was  forwarded  to  all  Locals  sug- 
gesting that  they  advise  members  and  other  farmers  not  to  sign  any  documents 
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giving  new  security  on  old  debts  without  first  getting  expert  advice  and  offering 
the  services  of  Central  Office  in  that  connection.  The  solicitors  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hall,  have  performed  a  great 
service  to  large  numbers  of  farmers  in  the  Province  in  connection  with  debt 
adjustment  during  the  year  1938. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  ALBERTA  WHEAT  POOL  AND 
UNITED  GRAIN  GROWERS 

President  Gardiner  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  continued  to  act  as  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Executive  in  connection  with  this  important  matter  and  several 
conferences  have  been  held.  As  was  anticipated  some  difficulties  have  been 
encountered ;  but  the  committee  has  hope  that  eventually  we  can  make  some 
real  progress  towards  this  most  desirable  objective,  particularly  as  there  are 
one  or  more  lines  of  approach  which  have  not  yet  been  thoroughly  canvassed. 
Perhaps  the  most  encouraging  development  of  the  year  is  that  the  delegates 
to  the  last  convention  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  appointed  a  special  Delegates' 
Committee  to  seek  further  progress  along  these  lines. 

MARKETING  LEGISLATION 

Following  the  announcement  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Natural  Products 
Marketing  Act  of  the  B.C.  Legislature,  establishing  that  Act  as  intra  vires  of 
the  Province,  a  study  was  made  of  the  situation  and  representations  made  to 
the  Alberta  Government  that  legislation  should  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Alberta  conforming  in  all  essential  particulars  to  that  of  the  B.C.  Act.  Your 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  various  provincial 
governments  of  Canada  with  a  view  to  placing  marketing  machinery  in  the 
hands  of  producer  controlled  boards  with  powers  to  control  the  marketing  of 
farm  products,  more  especially  livestock,  is  one  of  the  most  of  the  imperative 
needs  of  the  people  on  the  farms  of  Alberta  and  other  provinces. 

POSITION  OF  AGRICULTURE 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  President  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  L.  MacKenzie  King,  and  the  Hon.  Jas.  G. 
Gardiner,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  drawing  attention  once  again  to  the  economic 
pressure  being  felt  by  Alberta  farmers.  In  this  communication  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  Wheat  Board  alone  could  not  solve  the  farm  problem ;  that  many 
items  other  than  wheat  enter  into  total  farm  income  and  that  in  the  production 
of  these  goods  farmers  are  entitled  to  secure  at  least  the  cost  of  production. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  Dominion  policy,  tariffs,  railway,  monetary,  etc.,  have 
added  greatly  to  argiculture's  production  costs  and  been  put  into  operation  with 
littler  consideration  being  given  to  their  effect  on  farmers  and  other  primary 
industries.  The  letter  expressed  the  conviction  that  the  fiscal  and  other  policies 
of  the  Dominion  should  be  shaped  very  definitely  to  reduce  to  the  minimum 
the  disabilities  of  the  farmer,  who  under  succeeding  governments  over  a  long 
period  of  years,  has  been  required  to  sell  his  produce  in  the  open  markets  of 
the  world  with  widely  fluctuating  price  levels  and  to  buy  his  goods  and  services 
at  prices  maintained  and  controlled  at  levels  disproportionately  high.  Formal 
acknowledgments  of  the  receipt  of  the  letter  were  made  by  the  Ministers. 

WINNIPEG  CONFERENCE  ON  WHEAT  PROBLEMS,  ETC. 

The  Association  was  represented  at  the  Conference  called  in  December  by 
Premier  Bracken  of  Manitoba  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland.  Mr.  Sutherland  re- 
ports that  the  Conference  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  representative 
persons  in  the  field  of  technical  agriculture,  heads  of  marketing  organizations, 
officials  of  the  farmers'  educational  organizations  and  others,  and  that  at  the 
four-day  conference  there  was  produced  a  mass  of  evidence  in  respect  to  the 
condition  of  Western  agriculture  never  before  assembled.  Your  Board  of 
Directors  realizes  that  action  is  the  final  test  of  the  value  of  any  conference 
but  has  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the  knowledge  gained  at  the  conference,  the 
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continuing  committees  being  set  up  by  Premier  Bracken,  will  be  in  position  to 
place  before  the  Government  of  Canada  and  the  people  of  this  Dominion,  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  need  for  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion 
and  provinces  to  overcome  the  disabilities  of  the  Western  farmer. 

CO-OPERATIVE  BUYING  OF  FARM  SUPPLIES 

Your  Board  notes  with  satisfaction  the  steady  expansion,  of  the  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  Association  and  especially  of  the  oil  distributing  facilities. 
It  is  a  matter  of  special  interest  to  those  members  of  the  Association  who  live 
in  the  Peace  River  area  that  during  the  past  year  the  Co-operative  has  entered 
the  Peace  River  district  and  established  seven  agencies  for  the  distribution  of 
gasoline  and  oils  and  other  products. 

Many  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have  assisted  in  spreading  co- 
operative education.  Some  of  the  Directors  have  used  the  moving  picture 
machine  at  many  points  and  given  illustrated  lectures  on  co-operation.  A  Board 
policy  of  supporting  the  co-operative  movement  in  general  is  being  carried  on 
by  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  and  your  Board  feels  that  the 
establishment  of  a  strong,  efficient  farmer-owned  and  controlled  co-operative, 
confining  itself  for  the  time  being  to  distribution  of  the  principal  farm  supplies 
is  sound  policy  not  only  in  the  interests  of  our  members  but  of  the  co-operative 
movement  and  the  farm  people  of  Alberta  in  general. 

APPRECIATION  OF  STAFF 

In  concluding  our  report  we  desire  to  express  on  behalf  of  the  membership 
of  the  organization  our  appreciation  of  the  efficient  work  of  the  Co-operative 
Committee  and  of  the  efliciency  and  loyalty  of  the  stafif  of  the  U.F.A.  Central 
Office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 

TO  THE 

ANNUAL  U.F.A.  CONVENTION 


In  presenting  a  report  covering  the  eighth  year  of  activity  in  organizing 
the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  your  board  feels  the  need  of  again 
making  some  general  observations  including  a  broad  outline  of  the  history 
of  the  movement  and  the  sketching  in  of  a  few  details.  It  is  well  also  that 
a  survey  be  taken  of  the  connection  between  the  organization  and  kindred 
movements  in  the  field,  also  of  the  effect  of  the  growth  of  the  Co-operative 
upon  the  organization  of  which  it  is  a  part  and  finally  of  its  value  to  the  in- 
dividual farmer  with  whom  we  do  business,  for  whose  benefit  the  organization 
in  reality  exists. 

POSSIBILITIES  OF  CO-OPERATION 

Looking  back  over  the  history  of  farm  organization  in  Alberta,  your  Board 
wonders  that  co-operative  buying  did  not  earlier  find  a  more  important  place 
in  the  policies  of  the  Association.  Judging  by  the  progress  made  in  the  last 
eight  years  it  would  appear  that  if  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies 
had  been  recognized  as  complementary  to  the  co-operative  marketing  of  farm 
products  when  the  movement  towards  co-operation  first  began  in  our  farm 
organization,  and  the  organizing  energies  of  cur  farm  people  had  been  directed 
along  both  lines,  the  economic  history  of  Western  Canada  might  have  been 
changed  to  a  very  considerable  degree. 

Evidence  of  the  possibilities  is  to  be  found  in  the  record  of  achievement 
of  a  United  States  farmers  co-operative  covering  approximately  the  same 
period  of  years.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  address  of  the  manager 
of  the  Washington  Co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Association,  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington, given  at  the  American  Institute  of  Co-operation  in  July,  1938.  He 
limits  his  statement  to  "eighteen  years  experience  in  the  co-operative  pur- 
chasing of  feeds  and  their  distribution  to  members  of  the  Washington  Co- 
operative Egg  and  Poultry  Association  —  an  organization  which  numbers  in 
excess  of  twenty-four  thousand  farm  families  in  the  state  of  Washington, 
whose  principal  occupation  is  poultry  and  dairy  products."  He  went  on  to 
say  that  "commercial  poultrymen  in  the  state  of  Washington  estimate  that 
feed  represents  roughly  one-half  of  their  cost  of  production.  It,  therefore, 
follows  that  the  acquiring  of  their  feeds  represents  a  most  important  part  of 
their  operations.  During  the  past  fifteen  years  this  association  has  purchased 
co-operatively  feed  valued  in  excess  of  80  million  dollars.  Due  to  the  growth 
of  the  industry  and  the  co-operative  movement,  approximately  half  of  this 
tonnage  was  purchased  in  the  last  five  years.  During  the  15  years  this 
association  has  returned  to  its  members  patronage  refunds  amounting  to  nearly 
six  million  dollars." 

We  were  here  at  the  beginnings  of  settlement.  Agricultural  and  commer- 
cial development  proceeded  side  by  side.  With  the  capital  that  farmers  brought 
to  the  West  and  the  capital  they  created  from  the  fruits  of  its  virgin  soil 
they  assisted  to  create  a  wasteful  system  of  competing  services,  the  overhead 
of  which  is  a  direct  charge  upon  the  wealth  that  farmers  create.  This  process 
might  have  been  greatly  checked  if  in  the  early  life  of  our  organization  its 
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effects  could  have  been  foreseen.  To  have  built  a  system  of  co-operation  mer- 
chandizing at  the  same  time  as  the  co-operative  selling  of  farm  products  over 
the  past  twenty-five  years  would  have  placed  the  farm  people  in  charge  of 
a  large  section  of  the  distributing  system  which  is  necessary  to  serve  them 
and  would  have  enabled  them  to  shape  its  policies  to  meet  their  needs.  Instead 
of  that  we  have  saddled  ourselves  with  a  burden  of  overhead  that  is  breaking 
us  down. 

When  the  Annual  U.F.A.  Convention  of  1931  commissioned  the  U.F.A, 
Board  of  that  year  to  "consolidate  the  buying  and  selling  powers  of  Lhe  farm 
people  under  one  centralized  management"  it  laid  before  them  a  task  of  huge 
proportions.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  were  not  realized.  We  had  little  idea 
of  the  depths  of  the  depression  we  were  then  entering.  We  knew  something  of 
the  inertia  of  the  mass  but  did  not  believe  it  possible  that  ideas  concerning  the 
building  of  the  new  forms  of  society  which  had  been  current  for  many  years 
and  proven  valid  in  many  fields  could  be  abandoned  f«r  the  pursuit  of  untried 
theories.  We  had  faith  in  the  members  of  our  farm  organization.  We  had 
seen  them  do  great  things  and  believed  them  capable  of  doing  greater.  We 
had  watched  the  rising  tide  of  co-operation  in  other  countries  and  believed 
that  the  principles  of  co-operation  exemplified  there  could  be  adapted  and 
applied  to  our  own  economic  needs  here. 

NO  EASY  ROAD 

Finding  that  the  consolidation  of  buying  and  selling  organizations  was 
impracticable  for  the  time  being,  we  set  to  work  to  build  our  consumer  co- 
operative movement  on  the  basis  of  the  U.F.A.  Local,  and  organized  them  for 
the  buying  of  the  principal  farm  supplies  in  bulk  quantities. 

It  has  not  been  an  easy  road.  No  capital  was  supplied  by  our  members. 
We  did  not  draw  upon  existing  farm  organizations  or  governments  for  assist- 
ance. We  were  dependent  upon  voluntary  workers,  many  of  whom  had  done 
a  great  deal  of  work  for  their  communities  for  years  without  reward.  With 
the  staff  and  facilities  of  Central  Office  and  the  aid  of  funds  available  from 
membership  fees  we  commenced  the  organization  of  co-operative  units  by 
grouping  locals  along  the  lines  of  a  plan  which  had  been  in  force  for  about 
a  year  in  the  Coronation  constituency,  together  with  the  servicing  direct  from 
Central  Office  of  locals  scattered  widely  over  the  province. 

At  the  beginning  we  had  little  to  offer  commercial  distributors  as  we  were 
unable  to  buy  outright  or  to  take  goods  into  stock,  being  without  warehousing 
facilities,  and  could  give  no  guarantee  of  any  volume  of  sales.  In  the  course 
of  the  very  first  year,  however,  we  were  able  to  demonstrate  the  solidarity  and 
co-operative  spirit  of  our  locals,  that  being  especially  true  in  the  distribution 
of  binder  twine  and  lubricating  oils. 

The  rate  of  progress  for  the  years  1931  to  1935  was  gratifyingly  good 
but  during  that  period  your  officers  were  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  element 
of  permanence  was  wanting.  Surpluses  resulting  from  economy  in  operation 
and  discounts  from  quantity  buying  were  being  returned  almost  to  the  maxi- 
mum leaving  little  to  show  by  way  of  accumulated  reserves  and  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  physical  assets.  Since  1935,  having  embarked  at  that  time  on  a 
new  policy,  the  Co-operative  has  made  very  satisfying  advance  in  both  these 
respects. 

The  big  task  now  before  us  is  one  of  consolidating  the  advances  made, 
keeping  in  mind  at  all  times  that  we  need  to  extend  the  range  of  activity  to 
more  areas  of  the  province  and  to  other  lines  of  merchandising.  There  can 
be  no  such  thought  as  settling  down  into  any  limiting  rut. 

NEED  OF  WIDE  OUTLOOK 

No  one  section  of  the  Co-operative  front  can  afford  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  fortunes  of  other  sections.  One  of  the  great  reasons  why  co-operative 
organizations  have  as  yet  only  slightly  modified  competitive  conditions  when 
they  might  do  much  to  change  the  very  nature  of  the  system  if  universally 
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successful,  is  that  the  rank  and  file  of  co-operators  and  all  too  frequently 
those  to  whom  they  have  entrusted  leadership,  have  applied  themselves  too 
exclusively  to  making  a  success  of  some  particular  venture  in  co-operation. 
The  ultimate  goal  of  co-operation  which  we  all  desire,  i.e.,  the  building  of  a 
co-operative  economy  which  will  ensure,  within  the  limits  of  productive  capac- 
ity, a  high  standard  of  living  for  citizens  of  all  classes,  will  be  reached  su 
much  the  sooner  if  each  unit  of  the  co-operative  movement  both  in  its  con- 
ception and  subsequent  growth,  is  related  to  the  whole  field  of  co-operative 
effort  to  tEe  greatest  extent  possible. 

Our  own  organization  is  province-wide.  Locals  occupying  some  special  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  a  particular  line  of  goods,  e.g.,  coal,  wood,  flour,  etc.  have 
full  right  to  trade  in  those  commodities  to  their  advantage.  It  is  imperative, 
however,  that  a  long  range  view  be  maintained ;  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
constantly  that  under  present  commercial  arrangements  the  strength  of  a 
consumer  co-operative  depends  to  a  very  large  extent  on  vohime.  If  thr  buying 
powers  of  all  the  existing  forms  of  farm  organization  in  Alberta  could  be 
concentrated  into  one  channel,  much  faster  progress  would  be  made.  Your 
Board  is  fully  conscious  of  the  fact  that  business  considerations  as  at  present 
existing  do  not  permit  of  this  being  done  immediately. 

During  the  past  year  some  further  progress  in  the  co-operative  store 
movement  in  Alberta  has  been  noted.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Supervisor 
of  Co-operative  Activities  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  confer- 
ences have  been  held  with  a  view  to  coordination  of  buying  in  certain  lines 
of  merchandise  through  the  recently  resuscitated  Alberta  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale. U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  continues  to  serve  a  number  of  theSe  stores 
in  some  lines  of  farm  supplies. 

Through  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  which  is  the  Alberta  member 
of  the  Canadian  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  your  Association  is  in  frequent 
touch  with  all  the  principal  phases  of  co-operation  in  this  province  and  through- 
out Canada.  The  chairman  is  director  of  the  Purchasing  of  Supplies  division 
of  that  body. 

EFFECT  UPON  U.F.A.  MEMBERSHIP 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  many  U.F.A.  locals  continue  to  make  co- 
operative buying  one  of  their  major  activities.  Some  locals  scattered  all  the  way 
from  the  far  south  to  the  north  side  of  the  Peace  River  are  doing  such  effective 
work  that  farmers  find  it  pays  to  be  members.  The  community  has  in  many 
instances  been  enriched  by  the  return  of  substantial  sums  in  dividends.  Much 
of  the  activity  of  such  locals  revolves  around  our  agencies  for  Maple  Leaf 
oils.  In  a  few  instances  these  agencies  have  created  facilities  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  other  lines,  warehousing  staple  supplies  for  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers. In  other  cases  locals  have  made  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  binder 
twine  and  other  commodities  through  the  elevator  facilities  of  the  United 
Grain  Growers  or  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool.  Indications  point  to  possibilities 
of  valuable  development  along  all  of  these  lines. 

In  this  connection  your  Board  would  give  warning  that  with  the  changing 
of  the  dividend  period  to  once  a  year  only  and  that  in  November  towards  the 
close  of  the  membership  year,  Central  Office  misses  the  advantages  of  the 
membership  drive  which  used  to  take  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  locals  and  district  co-operatives  to  desist 
from  canvassing  for  cash  membership  and  to  await  instead  the  deduction  of 
membership  dues  from  dividends  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  of  the  Co- 
operative. Inasmuch  as  membership  fees  are  the  basis  of  the  Co-operative 
rather  than  share  capital  it  is  desirable  that  voluntary  cash  payment  should 
be  made  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  rather  than  that  officers  and  members 
should  rely  upon  the  deduction  method. 

ORIGINAL  PLANS  MODIFIED 

The  form  of  organization  which  we  launched  in  T931  has  been  modified 
to  meet  conditions.  The  building  of  a  string  of  oil  agencies  has  been  a  maior 
development  of  the  past  four  years  and  has  brought  with  it  the  necessity  for 
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more  centralization.  In  the  annual  report  of  January,  1937,  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  was  called  to  the  decline  of  activity  on  the  part 
of  many  district  units  of  the  Co-operative  and  last  year  we  reported  that  at 
the  preceding  annual  conference  of  the  district  co-operatives  they  had  requested 
three  men  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  province,  all  of  whom  were  interested 
in  farm  organization,  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  consumer  co-operative 
m.ovement  in  Alberta,  including  that  for  which  your  Board  has  responsibility, 
"with  a  view  to  most  efficiently  consolidating  consumer  purchasing  power." 
The  committee  did  not  function  and  no  further  developments  along  that  line 
have  taken  place. 

Your  Board  is  confident  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  rural  life  in  general 
and  of  the  future  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  particular,  that  the 
co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  should  continue  to  be  organized  through 
and  around  the  local  farm  organization.  Modern  developments  in  transpor- 
tation and  communications  have  greatly  affected  rural  community  life  and 
will  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so.  There  is  every  good  reason,  however,  that 
business  organizations  set  up  by  farmers  for  their  own  purposes  should  be  as 
closely  related  as  possible  to  the  social,  educational,  and  cultural  activities  of 
the  rural  community.  We  earnestly  recommend  to  our  members  and  local 
officers  that  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  should  continue  to  be 
conducted  with  that  end  in  view. 

REAL  TEST  OF  CO-OPERATION 

The  conclusive  test  of  the  value  of  any  form  of  social,  political  or  economic 
organization  is  its  value  to  the  individuals  who  belong  to  it  or  are  affected  by 
it.  It  is  one  of  the  regrettable  features  of  our  modern  life  that  the  energies 
and  savings  of  vast  numbers  of  people  have  been  absorbed  in  the  creating 
and  maintaining  of  institutions  which  in  all  too  many  cases,  have  not 
fulfilled  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  This  has  been  true 
of  co-operatives  as  well  as  of  other  institutions.  When  considering  ques- 
tions of  success  or  progress  the  officers  of  any  institution  or  organization 
should  use  as  a  measuring  stick  not  figures  alone,  but  life.  Are  people  being 
made  more  comfortable?  Are  the  members  of  the  organization  and  those 
under  their  care  happier?  Does  the  organization  enlarge  their  real  income 
and  thereby  make  possible  a  higher  standard  of  living?  The  answer  to  these 
and  kindred  questions  is  the  real  test  of  value. 

Your  Board  believes  that  in  respect  to  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  enterprises 
the  answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  It  is  true  that  the  benefits  are  small  in  relation 
to  the  great  need,  but  they  are  real,  very  real.  Not  many  institutions  in  Alberta 
can  tell  of  having  put  back  into  the  treasuries  of  local  communities  of  the 
.province  an  average  of  more  than  $10,000  a  year  in  the  years  of  the  Great 
Depression.  We  are  proud  of  having  such  a  record ;  though  it  is  not  what  has 
been  accomplished  so  far  but  the  hope  of  further  accomplishment  and  the  will 
to  succeed  that  really  counts.  The  demonstration  made  during  the  past  eight 
years  maj'  yet  lead  to  the  carrying  out  of  plans  and  the  realization  of  visions 
that  will  bring  initold  good  to  the  whole  community. 

CONDITIONS  SOMEWHAT  IMPROVED 

Before  reporting  on  the  strictly  business  aspects  of  the  year's  work  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  the  economic  situation  as  affecting  farm  people  gener- 
ally. In  some  important  respects  we  are  able  to  record  improvement.  Crop 
conditions  throughout  the  Province  as  a  whole  have  been  perhaps  the  best  in 
many  years.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  restricted  and  relatively  small  sec- 
tions practically  the  whole  of  the  Alberta  portions  of  the  drouth  area  reaped 
some  crop  this  season.  In  those  portions  of  the  province  accustomed  to  suffi- 
cient rainfall,  fair  to  bumper  crop"?  were  reaped  with  the  exception  of  some 
localities  suffering  from  hail.  The  Peace  River  area  was  the  one  outstanding 
exception  to  this  rule ;  but  even  in  that  area,  where  the  worst  drouth  in  its 
history  since  the  opening  of  settlement  occurred,  there  was  not  absolute  crop 
failure.  The  period  of  harvest  was  characterized  by  phenomenally  good 
weather  resulting  in  a  higher  grade  of  grain  than  is  frequently  the  case. 
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Prices  for  many  lines  of  farm  products  have  been  better  than  in  the 
depression  years,  that  being  true  of  wheat,  our  chief  crop,  solely  because  of  the 
setting  of  a  minimum  price  of  8oc.  basis  No.  i  Northern,  f.o.b.  Fort  William 
by  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board.  The  price  of  coarse  grains  has  been  disas- 
trously low.  These  factors  affect  our  co-operative  activities  considerably  as 
we  shall  show  later  in  our  report. 

PROGRESS  IN  PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS 

As  in  previous  years  and  to  an  even  greater  extent  the  chief  activities  of 
the  Co-operative  have  been  in  petroleum  products,  binder  twine  and  coal. 
During  the  year  twelve  new  plants  have  been  erected  under  our  contract  with 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited.  Seven  of  these  were  built  in  the  Peace  River 
area  at  Grand  Prairie,  Beaverlodge,  Hythe,  Sexsmith,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  Fairview,  Brownvale  and  Grimshaw  on  the  north  side.  The  other  five 
were  erected  at  Manville,  Holden,  Strome,  Olds  and  Vauxhall.  In  all  cases 
except  two  these  plants  consist  of  steel  warehouses  and  underground  storage. 
In  several  cases  there  is  a  retail  service  station  attached.  Most  of  these  plants 
were  built  late  in  the  season  and  have  increased  the  gallonage  distributed  re- 
latively little. 

There  are  now  over  one  hundred  agencies  being  operated  under  our  con- 
tract. Of  these  thirty-three  are  the  property  of  the  Central  Co-operative, 
seven  are  owned  by  local  and  district  units  of  the  Association,  eleven  are 
owned  by  the  agent  under  contract  to  the  Association,  the  remainder  are  owned 
or  controlled  by  the  Company.  In  money  terms  the  business  transacted  during 
the  calendar  year  1938  was  $679,039.50.  The  gallonage  increase  was 
33-34%  over  the  year  1937,  and  120.64%  over  the  year  1936  which  was  the 
first  full  calendar  year  of  operation  under  our  contract  with  Maple  Leaf 
Petroleum  Ltd.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  prices  of 
gasoline  and  tractor  fuels  have  dropped  by  as  much  as  from  2c.  to  6c  per  gallon 
since  1935,  to  the  obvious  advantage  of  the  consumer. 

We  present  herewith  a  graph  showing  the  volume  of  sales  by  months 
of  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  products  for  the  calendar  years  1936,  1937  and  193S. 
The  graph  shows  clearly  the  phenomenal  progress  made.  It  will  be  noted  that 
in  only  two  months  in  the  years  1937  and  1938  was  a  decline  in  volume  re- 
ported. This  was  due  to  delay  in  receipt  of  returns  and  was  reflected  in 
increase  of  returns  in  the  next  months.  The  graph  directs  attention  to  one 
problem  confronting  all  oil  distributing  companies  and  none  more  so  than 
co-operatives  organized  by  and  for  farmers.  The  problem  is  to  endeavour  to 
raise  the  income  of  the  low  months  nearer  to  the  level  of  the  peak  months  of 
spring  and  fall  by  getting  members  and  patrons  to  use  the  gasoline  and  oils 
supplied  by  the  Co-operative  through  retail  service  stations  during  those  low 
months. 

A  feature  of  our  development  which  is  worthy  of  notice  is  the  increasing 
use  being  made  of  the  facilities  of  our  oil  distributing  plants  for  the  ware- 
housing and  distribution  of  other  commodities.  Several  warehouses  of  sub- 
stantial build,  separate  from  the  oil  warehouse,  have  been  erected  in  which 
are  kept  supplies  of  salt,  poultry  feeds,  hog  supplements,  flour,  formaldehyde, 
etc.  Such  a  warehouse  even  though  small,  permits  of  satisfactory  disposal 
of  remainders  of  carlot  quantities  of  supplies.  In  this  connection  it  is  well 
to  note  that  agents  of  the  co-operative  in  charge  of  oil  stations  are  given  a 
better  chance  to  make  a  living  and  to  become  better  servants  of  the  farm  com- 
munity. 

BINDER  TWINE 

The  1938  season  was  mor';  productive  than  several  recent  years  with  the 
result  there  was  a  very  considerable  increase  in  sales  of  binder  twine  in  many 
areas  of  the  Province.  The  outstanding  exception  to  that  rule  is  the  Peace 
River  area.  It  is  estimated  that  crops  there  averaged  in  some  districts  as 
low  as  4  bushels  per  seeded  acre;  the  entire  area  having  an  average  of  around 
8  bushels  to  the  acre  harvested.  Distribution  over  the  province  to  U.F.A. 
locals,  district  co-operatives  and  co-operative  stores  shows  an  increase  of 
28.62%  over  that  of  1937. 
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Our  arrangements  with  the  United  Grain  Growers  Limited  for  the  fourth 
successive  year  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  locals  and  the  larger  units  of 
the  Co-operative,  the  facilities  of  the  supplies  department  of  the  Company, 
together  with  its  numerous  commodity  warehouses  at  a  large  number  of 
country  elevators.  We  have  also  had  the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  in  cases  where  use  of  their  elevators  or  warehouses  was  requested. 

Otir  experience  over  a  period  of  eight  years  has  demonstrated  clearly 
that  binder  twine  has  come  to  be  regarded  by  farmers  and  business  organiza- 
tions generally  as  an  absolute  essential,  for  the  purchase  of  which  provision 
must  be  made  at  harvest  time  no  matter  what  other  considerations  are  involved. 
The  selling  of  twine  has  long  ago  ceased  to  be  the  special  prerogative  of  mach- 
inery agents  and  hardware  men.  Profit  on  the  sale  of  twine  has  diminished 
steadily  over  the  years.  The  retail  margin  which  under  normal  competitive 
conditions  Larely  meets  the  cost  of  handling  is  often  wiped  out  completely  so 
that  in  many  cases  there  is  no  operating  surplus  from  which  local  or  district 
units  of  the  Co-operative  can  pay  a  dividend.  The  same  processes  have  resulted 
in  the  narrowing  down  of  wholesale  commissions  with  the  result  that  when 
overhead  charges  are  taken  into  account  there  is  little  net  revenue  to  justify 
the  paying  of  a  dividend  by  the  Central  Co-operative. 

It  is  a  well  recognized  axiom  of  business  that  any  rebate  or  dividend  paid 
to  the  purchaser  is  in  the  nature  of  a  price  reduction  and  it  is  equally  true 
that  the  price  of  a  commodity  cannot  be  reduced  below  cost  and  business  in 
that  commodity  continue,  unless  the  loss  is  taken  up  somewhere.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  in  terms  of  money  value  binder  twine  is  a  very  substantial  pro- 
portion of  our  business  your  Board  feels  justified  in  making  a  special  case 
of  this  commodity  in  respect  to  dividends.  We  feel  sure  that  our  locals  and 
co-operative  units  will  continue  to  do  their  business  in  twine  with  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  realizing  that  to  do  so  is  at  least  some  guarantee  of  the 
continuance  of  satisfactory  price  levels. 

OTHER  COMMODITIES 

There  is  no  significant  change  to  report  for  the  year  in  sales  of  coal.  Some 
new  locals  have  undertaken  to  buy  carlots  as  a  service  to  their  members  and 
have  repeated  their  orders.  It  is  again  worthy  of  remark  that  while  the  num- 
ber of  locals  buying  coal  is  increasing  they  range  widely  over  the  almost  entire 
area  of  the  Province  from  points  south  of  Calgary  to  points  north  of  the 
Peace  River.  We  have  remarked  in  previous  reports  that  farmers  in  such 
areas  are  able  to  secure  coal  at  the  mine  head  at  reasonably  low  prices  and 
haul  it  home.  Some  of  our  locals  and  co-operative  units  have  made  deals 
with  mine  operators  for  discounts  on  organized  buying  and  have  profited 
thereby.    We  believe  that  many  opportunities  to  do  this  are  available. 

A  considerable  decline  in  the  distribution  of  B.C.  fruit  through  our  locals 
has  marked  the  current  season.  This  is  to  be  regretted.  The  decline  may  be 
attributed  in  part  to  the  low  price  for  coarse  grains  affecting  several  locals 
which  have  bought  carlots  of  fruit  in  past  years.  It  may  also  be  due  to  the 
unusual  rush  of  deliveries  of  wheat  to  elevators  caused  by  the  fine  weather 
and  the  operations  of  the  Canada  Wheat  Board. 

Fruit  growers  in  B.C.  have  watched  our  progress  for  years  and  have 
hoped  that  an  increased  distribution  of  fruit  would  result  from  our  activities. 
We  recognize  that  it  takes  time  on  the  part  of  local  secretaries  and  other 
officers  to  organize  the  sale  of  800  boxes  of  apples,  etc.  Some  locals  do  it  and 
save  money  for  their  members.  The  fact  is  that  in  the  rural  districts  of  Alberta 
the  consumption  of  B.C.  fruit  is  a  mere  fraction  of  what  it  would  be  if  the 
distribution  were  properly  organized  and  the  price  in  line  with  the  farmers' 
ability  to  pay. 

Business  in  tires,  batteries,  etc.  shows  a  considerable  increase  during  the 
year.  Farm  chemicals,  such  as  strychnine,  gopher  poison,  formaldehyde  have 
remained  steady  in  volume,  also  fence  posts,  salt,  poultry  supplies,  etc.  A 
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special  effort  is  being  made  this  winter  to  contact  all  locals  and  individual 

members  who  have  done  business  in  these  commodities  during  the  past  eight 

years  and  to  extend  the  service  of  Central  Office  in  those  lines  which  continue 
small  in  volume  of  sales. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  writing  of  fire  and 
auto  insurance.  Your  Board  is  convinced  that  in  this  field  there  is  much  prom- 
ise for  the  future.  Our  agreement  with  the  Saskatchewan  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  enables  us  to  offer  good  protection  at  the  most  reasonable  rates 
and  will  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  bring  revenue  to  the  Association.  The 
support  of  more  of  our  members  is  being  received  and  as  policies  now  in  force 
expire  it  is  to  be  expected  that  many  others  will  use  the  services  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  thereby  assist  us  in  developing  this  great  field  of  co-operative  effort. 

We  again  express  our  regret  at  not  having  record  of  the  business  done  by 
many  locals  with  merchants  and  other  local  suppliers.  It  prevents  our  giving  a 
more  accurate  estimate  of  the  combined  gross  retail  value  of  the  business 
of  U.F.A.  locals,  district  co-operatives  and  the  Central  Co-operative.  Owing 
to  the  reduction  in  price  of  gasolines  and  other  fuel  oils ;  also  in  binder  twine 
and  coal,  etc.,  the  increase  over  1937  in  money  value  for  the  year  is  not  as  great 
as  the  increase  in  volume  of  goods  handled.  The  total  sales  for  1938  are 
estimated  at  $949,000.00. 

QUESTION  OF  OTHER  LINES 

It  is  a  moot  question  with  a  farmers  purchasing  co-operative  as  to  how  far 
and  into  what  range  of  goods  and  service  the  organization  should  go.  Pressure 
is  often  brought  to  bear  on  the  Central  Co-operative  to  promote  the  Co-opera- 
tive store  movement,  but  so  far  that  has  not  been  our  policy  though  many  co- 
operative stores  have  been  organized  as  a  result  of  the  purchasing  activities 
of  U.F.A.  locals.  As  an  illustration  of  the  possibilities  of  expansion  in  other 
lines  we  are  able  to  report  that  the  Farm  Bureaus  and  Co-operatives  of  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  Minnesota  and  Missouri  whose  business  amounts  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  many  millions  per  annum  joined  in  1937  to  produce  a  Co-op.  Tractor. 
These  wholesales  have  now  entered  into  contract  with  a  co-operative  farming 
and  industrial  community  at  Arthurdale,  West  Virginia,  to  manufacture  their 
tractor.  The  machine  has  been  so  successful  that  it  has  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion. Several  units  have  been  purchased  in  Saskatchewan  and  Ontario  through 
the  Saskatchewan  Co-operative  Wholesale  and  the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario 
Co-operative  respectively. 

BUILDING  OF  RESERVES 

Last  year  your  Board  laid  before  the  Convention  a  proposal  to  defer  the 
payment  of  dividends  for  one  year  at  least,  to  enable  the  Central  Co-operative 
to  build  up  its  reserves  and  meet  the  heavy  financial  strain  imposed  by  the 
building  of  plant  and  equipment  for  the  distribution  of  petroleum  products. 
The  proposal  was,  on  the  whole,  received  unfavorably.  We  have  therefore 
continued  to  pay  dividends.  However,  while  recognizing  that  no  material 
change  has  come  about  affecting  the  issue  raised  last  year,  your  Board 
respectfully  points  out  that  the  policy  we  are  now  pursuing  leaves  the  Co.- 
operative  too  much  at  the  mercy  of  economic  changes  which  may  at  anv  time 
overtake  us.  The  condensation  of  the  annual  report  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted shows  that  the  Association  is  in  sound  financial  condition.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  our  financial  commitments  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
distributing  facilities  necessary  for  petroleum  products  and  inasmuch  as  the 
petroleum  industry  is  frequently  involved  in  far-reaching  adjustments  and 
changes,  we  feel  that  the  Association  should  in  the  not  distant  future  allow 
the  board  to  make  adequate  provision  to  meet  changes  which  might  arise.  To 
do  so,  we  repeat,  means  the  accumulation  of  financial  reserves. 

Let  us  suppose  for  the  moment  that  our  members  and  patrons  had  all 
been  confirmed  co-operators  with  understanding  of  the  fact  that  in  the  money  we 
must  spend  to  live  and  operate  our  farms  from  day  to  day  there  is  economic 
power,  and  with  the  vision  of  becoming  owners  themselves  of  more  and  more 
of  tlie  machinery  of  distribution,  especially  that  which  has  to  do  with  farm 
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operating  costs.  Should  we  have  lacked  for  capital?  It  is  obvious  that  to  the 
limits  of  capacity  capital  would  have  been  found.  Because  there  was  much 
skepticism  as  to  the  possible  benefits  of  co-operation  we  had  to  start  without 
capital.  For  the  same  reason  we  had  to  demonstrate  that  dividends  could  be 
paid.  Admitting  that  in  1931  it  was  practically  impossible  to  secure  capital  and 
that  dividends  were  very  much  needed  and  appreciated  we  cannot  but  point  out 
that  if  in  the  course  of  the  past  eight  years  your  board  had  been  instructed  to 
withhold  payment  of  dividends  we  might  now  have  had  a  very  much  larger 
accumulated  reserve  and  might  have  been  years  ahead  of  the  present  in  estab- 
lishing the  Co-operative  on  a  sound  financial  basis. 

Your  Board  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  notwithstanding  the  decision  of 
last  annual  convention  that  the  Co-operative  will  not  be  securely  established 
financially  until  the  recommendation  then  made  is  put  into  effect  and  payment 
of  dividends  waived  by  the  membership  for  one  or  more  years. 

SELLING  ON  CREDIT 

We  again  find  it  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  several 
of  the  principal  lines  which  are  handled  by  the  Co-operative,  we  find  ourselves 
frequently  involved  in  unauthorized  extensions  of  credit  at  local  points  of 
distribution.  It  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  that  if  a  farmer-member  fails 
to  pay  for  a  barrel  of  gasoline,  a  drum  of  lubricating  oil,  a  few  sacks  of  twine,, 
a  few  tons  of  coal,  one  here,  one  there ;  one  now,  one  some  other  time :  that 
the  sum  outstanding  in  the  community  covered  by  any  local  can  soon  become 
large.  When  such  a  local  condition  is  multiplied  by  scores  and  even  hundreds 
covering  the  points  of  distribution  throughout  the  Province,  it  will  readily  be 
seen  that  the  situation  becomes  serious  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Central 
Co-operative.  That  the  practice  of  selling  on  credit  is  regarded  as  very  detri- 
mental to  co-operatives  is  borne  out  hy  the  fact  that  an  investigation  of  the 
subject  was  recently  undertaken  by  a  department  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. 

A  study  of  fifty-eight  Consumers'  Co-operative  Associations  handling 
petroleum  products  chiefly,  was  made  by  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Knapp,  principal  agri- 
cultural economist  of  the  United  States  Farm  Credit  Administration.  These 
were  scattered  throughout  eight  states.  The  average  number  of  patrons  per 
association  was  556  and  the  average  business  $61,145  per  association  with  $iro 
per  annum  average  sales  per  patron.  Dr.  Knapp  derives  certain  definite  con- 
clusions from  his  study.  He  says  "that  the  average  cost  per  $100  of  credit  sales 
was  $1.40  for  administrative  and  office  salaries;  60c.  for  office  supplies,  post- 
age, legal  and  other  special  credit  expenses;  80c.  in  loss  on  bad  debts,  and  $1.00 
in  interest  costs.  The  estimated  interest  cost  on  credit  sales  was  arrived  a: 
hy  charging  4  per  cent  interest  on  the  monthly  average  amount  of  receivables. 
It  was  assumed  that  if  an  association  did  not  have  its  assets  tied  up  in  accounts 
receivable,  it  would  be  able  to  take  full  benefit  fif  cash  discoimts  which  would 
yield  considerabl}'  more  than  four  per  cent,  and  be  freed  from  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  money  which  cannot  generally  be  secured  at  less  than  an  interest 
rate  of  four  per  cent." 

HEAVY  COST  OF  CREDIT 

He  gives  a  special  analysis  of  the  costs  of  twenty-four  associations  showing 
a  range  of  from  $1.70  to  J10.40  per  hundred  dollars  of  credit  sales.  He 
states  that  "in  the  bulk  of  the  associations,  credit  costs  as  a  percentage 
of  total  expense  ranged  from  7.7  to  to. 2  per  cent  and,  on  the  average,  amounted 
to  14  ner  cent.  On  the  assumption  that  a  strictly  cash  policy  could  have  been 
applied  by  these  associations  without  reducing  sales,  it  may  thus  be  estimated 
thnt  these  associations  could  reduce  expenses  hy  14  percent  by  adopting  a 
strictly  cash  policy." 

And  he  concludes  that  "it  can  be  conservatively  estimated  that  a  strict'v 
cash  policy  would  have  redticed  expenses  on  the  average  by  at  least  to  ner  cen*^. 
Without  question,  to  per  cent  average  reduction  in  expense  would  have  renre- 
sentcd  a  considerable  imnrovement  in  opcratin<T  efficiency  for  these  associations 
and  pprticnlarly  for  certain  associations  in  the  group.    Moreover,  certain  of 
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the  associations  which  had  higher  than  average  total  expenses  had  higher  than 
average  credit  costs.  These  associations  in  particular,  would  have  benefited 
by  a  reduction  in  credit  costs." 

Dr.  Knapp  observes  as  follows — "If  we  assume  that  the  volume  of  sales 
could  have  been  maintained  on  a  cash  basis  for  these  associations,  the  average 
rate  of  net  income  could  have  been  increased  by  one-third.  Without  question, 
an  increase  of  this  amount  in  net  income  would  have  greatly  strengthened  the 
financial  and  operating  conditions  of  these  associations  as  a  group.  Further- 
more, in  the  case  of  certain  associations,  which  had  higher  than  average  credit 
costs  per  dollar  of  sales,  or  lower  than  average  net  income,  the  benefit  which 
would  have  been  derived  by  a  saving  on  credit  costs  would  have  been  of  even 
greater  significance." 

VALUE  OF  CASH  OPERATION 

His  general  conclusions  are  set  forth  in  the  following  paragraph — "Beyond 
question,  education  of  the  members  on  the  value  of  cash  operation  and  the 
importance  of  credit  responsibility  is  of  the  utmost  value.  However,  education 
along  these  lines  is  not  of  great  significance  unless  it  is  tied  up  with  an 
efficient  system  of  credit  control.  A  member  as  an  individual  may  want  to 
see  a  good  credit  policy  enforced  by  his  association,  but  he  may  be  powerless 
to  bring  this  about  himself.  Education  in  credit  responsibility  comes  from  the 
adoption  and  maintenance  of  a  sound  system  of  extending  and  collecting  credit, 
which  is  completely  understood  by  the  membership.  The  membership  can  thus 
be  brought  to  understand  how  credit  operations  affect  the  efficiency  of  his 
organization  and  why  it  is  necessary  to  enforce  credit  policies.  In  other  words, 
the  best  way  to  provide  credit  education  is  to  set  up  definite  credit  policies 
and  then  enforce  them.  If  the  management  of  an  association  follows  a  care- 
ful credit  policy,  keeps  the  members  informed  as  to  the  desirability  of  this 
policy,  and  then  demonstrates  that  this  policy  works  by  results  secured  in  more 
efficient  operation,  a  definite  educational  effect  is  secured." 

It  will  be  obvious  that  the  cost  of  conducting  business  is  much  increased 
by  extension  of  credit.  It  will  also  be  obvious  that  the  ability  of  the  co-opera- 
tives to  declare  a  dividend  is  greatly  jeopardized  thereby  and  that  the  cash 
customer,  as  in  all  other  forms  of  business,  has  to  carry  the  cost  of  collection. 

APPLICATION  TO  ALBERTA 

Vour  board  feels  that  it  is  safe  to  apply  the  findings  of  this  United  States 
economist  to  the  situation  in  this  province.  General  economic  conditions,  in- 
cluding variation  of  crop  returns,  have  probably  been  worse  in  recent  years  in 
Alberta  than  in  the  area  studied  by  the  United  States  Government  experts. 
There  is  also  the  fact  that  for  some  years,  we  have  been  involved  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  ethics  of  debt  and  have  passed  special  legislation  protecting 
debtors.  It  is  safe  to  assume,  therefore,  that  the  ultimate  loss  in  cost  of 
collection  and  particularly  on  account  of  Bad  Debts  on  credit  sales  will  be 
greater  in  Alberta  than  in  areas  where  these  conditions  do  not  exist  to  the 
same  extent  such  as  those  studied  by  Dr.  Knapp. 

Our  experience  of  the  past  eighc  years  as  well  as  our  observation  of  co- 
operative developments  in  other  parts  of  the  world  indicates  very  clearly  the 
great  need  of  education  in  both  the  philosophy  and  technique  of  co-operation 
even  among  members  and  patrons.  Every  local  group  should  devote  some  time 
each  winter  to  the  study  of  some  of  the  newer  literature  on  co-operation. 
It  should  become  a  live  topic  in  every  district  where  co-operative  enterprise 
has  any  foothold.  It  is  important  that  locals  of  the  Association  meet  to  receive 
the  returns  of  the  district  associations  where  these  are  in  operation  and  of  the 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  where  there  is  direct  connection.  It  should  be 
a  very  definite  object  of  every  buying  local  that  each  member-patron  should 
take  part  in  disposing  of  the  dividends  received  by  the  local.  This  report 
should  be  read  and  discussed  by-  every  local  of  the  Association  so  that  more 
and  more  of  our  members  become  aware  of  and  informed  in  the  business  of 
the  Co-operative. 
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TO  CONSOLIDATE  THE  WORK 

It  is  the  purpose  of  your  Board  to  consolidate  the  position  of  the  Co- 
operative at  points  where  we  are  now  operating  rather  than  to  greatly  extend 
the  scope  of  operations  during  1939.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  meet- 
ings, including  illustrated  lectures,  for  support  of  agents  at  the  wholesale  and 
retail  plants  throughout  the  province,  dissemination  of  information  among  our 
members,  etc.    We  earnestly  solicit  the  full  support  of  all  locals  in  this  work. 

For  various  reasons  your  board  decided  since  the  last  convention  to  change 
the  dates  of  the  financial  year.  It  now  ends  at  October  31st,  and  the  report 
here  appended  is  in  consequenc  for  the  seven  months  from  April  ist  to 
October  31st,  only. 

In  closing  the  Board  places  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  excellent 
co-operation  and  efficient  service  of  the  management  and  staff  of  the  companies 
with  whom  the  Co-operative  does  business,  particularly  the  Maple  Leaf  Petro- 
leum Limited  and  the  United  Grain  Growers  Limited.  We  also  record  our 
appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  the  co-operative  by  the  office  and  field 
staff  and  the  voluntary  work  done  by  directors  and  local  officers  of  the  U.F.A. 
throughout  the  province. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
CHAS.  A.  FAWCETT, 
N.  D.  STEWART. 

CONSOLIDATED     FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


As  at  October  31,  1938 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 

Fixed  Assets    $66,282.47 

Liquid  Assets    32,841.87 

 ■   $  99,124.34 

Current  Liabilities   $  7,629.14 

Deferrable  Liabilities    9,987.09 

Plant  Liabilities    28,822.26 

Reserves — including  provision  for  dividends  of  period   28,482.24 

  $  74,91173 


$  24,212.61 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 

Revenue  for  7  months  ending  October  31,  1938   $46,615.45 

Expense    12,651.41 


33,964-04 

Dividends    18,257.83 


15,706.21 

Surplus  at  March  31,  1938    8,506.40 


Surplus  as  above    $  24,212.61 


DIVIDENDS  PAID  SINCE  1931 
Nineteen  months  ending  March  31,  1933 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1934  ~_ 

Financial  year  ending  March  31^  1935   

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1936  1. 

Financial  year  ending  iMarch  31,  1937  I  \ 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1938  ' 

Seven  montiis  ending  October  V,  1938  

Total   1  
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$9,639.44 
6,563-35 
6,724.08 
13 1-69 
13,460.43 
17.882.43 
17,831.23 


$80,232.65 
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4 

MINUTES  or  THIRTY -FIRST  ANNUAL  U.F.A  CONVENTION 
 CALGARY.   JANUARY  17th  to  20th.  1959 


Convention  opened  at  10  a.m.  with  the  singing  of  0  Canada, 
President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

INVOCATION.     The  invocation  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Arch- 
deacon Swanson  of  St.  Stephen *s  Anglican  Church,  Calgary. 

WELCOME.     Rlayor  Andrew  Davidson  welcomed  the  delegates  to 
the  city  and  wished  them  a  very  successful  convention. 

CHi\IR^^  OF  THE  CONVENTION.     Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  ■ 
chairman  of  the  convention.     He  called  upon  IVIr.  Allen  to 
assist  him. 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT.     Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair  and 
called  upon  Mr.  Gardiner  to  give  his  annual  presidential 
address.    He  was  greeted  with  applause. 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  U.F.W.A.  Mrs.   M.  E.  Jfelloy, 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.  gave  her  annual  address  to  the 
U.F.A.  Convention  andwas  accorded  hearty  applause. 

ADDRESS  OF  JUI^JIOR  PRESIDENT.     Miss  Margaret  Archibald, 
Junior  President,  presented  her  address  to  the  convention 
and  was  well  received. 

The  three  addresses  were  received  on  motion  of  S.S. Sears 
and  Levi  Bone.    (The  three  reports  were  broadcast  over 
C.F.C.N.) 

CONVENTION  COMT^TTEES    Suggested  slate  of  committees  for 
the  convention  were  read  as  follows: 

(U.F.W.A. 

Order  of  Business.  Church,  Bentley,  Heath,  and  one  from 

Resolutions .     Spencer,  tLennig,  Lovelock 

Credentials .     V/ard,  Pye,  Scott. 

Ushering.    Wheatley,  Paul,  Scott,  Beatt,  Ward. 

Entertainment .  Sutherland,  Bentley,  Archibald. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Levi  Bone  that  these  be  the  committ- 
ees for  the  convention.  Carried. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTBRS    was  read  by  ISr,  Priestley. 

Moved  Ira  Taylor,  S.  S.  Sears  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Moved  Sears  thpt  we  adjourn  the  debate  until  the  afternoon 
session.     Seconded  H.  F.  Spencer  and  carried. 

Adjourned  at  IE  noon. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

BOARD  REPORT.     Discussion  took  place  on  report  of  the 
board.     IVlr.  Sears  took  exception  to  the  paragraph  in 
the  report  dealing  with  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  the 
Wheat  Pool  and  U.G.G.     He  stated  the  U.G.G,  was  in  favor 
of  proceeding  in  this  matter.     Mr.  Hannaford  advised  the 
delegates  of  the  action  of  the  Pool  in  this  regard,  stat- 
ing they  h-^d  appointed  a  committee  to  continue  investiga- 
tions . 

Motion  to  cdopt  the  board  report  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  COMCTTTEE.     Mr.   Church  on  behalf  of  the 
Order  of  Business  Committee  recommended  that  action  on 
future  policy  "be  taken  up  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Seconded 
by  Ifr.  Sutherland, 

Mr.  Ira  Taylor  moved  that  this  recommendation  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  bring  the 
question  of  policy  before  the  convention  earlier. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Colvin. 

The  president  advised  the  delerates  that  this  recommenda- 
tion had  been  brought  in  at  the  request  of  the  U.F.V7.A. 
who  had  arranged  to  have  just  a  two  day  convention  and 
meet  in  joint  session  with  the  men  Thursday  afternoon  and 
Friday  so  they  could  be  present  v/hen  matters  of  great 
importance  were  being  discussed. 

After  this  explanation  the  amendment  v;rs  lost  and  the  orig- 
inal carried. 

46  CONSTITUTIONAL  A^.CTPr.tENT 
Board  Resolution 

Resolved  that  Section  6,  Subsection  5,  Clause  F,  of  the 
Constitution  be  amended  as  follows: 

To  delete  all  the  words  after"to"in  the  first  line  to 
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"one"  in  the  seventh  line,  and  substitute  the  following: 
"elect  a  board  of  directors  of  thirteen  members  in  the 
following  manner  tone  director  to  be  elected  by  the 
delegates  from  the  combined  constituencies  Jasp8r--Sdson 
and  West  Edmonton;  one  director  to  be  elected  by  the 
delegates  of  the  combined  constituencies  of  iVetaskiwin 
and  -^ast  Edmonton;  one  director  to  be  elected  by  the 
delegates  of  the  combined  constituencies  of  J.feicleod  and 
East  Calgary;  one  director  to  be  elected  by  the  combined 
constituencies  of  Bow  River  and  West  Calgary;  and  one 
director  to  be  elected  by  the  delegates  from  each  of 
the  eleven  remaining  constituencies,  provided  always  that 
the  director  shall  be  a  bona  fide  resident  or  an  actual 
member  of  a  local  in  the  district    to  be  represented." 

Said  U.E.A.  Constituency  Director  shall  act  as  a  convener 
at  said  meetings  until  such  time  f-.s  the  delegates  have 
elected  a  chairman. 

Moved  Priestley,  T^Vheatley.  Carried^. 

1  Tim  LimT  FOR  DISCUSSION 
Didsbury  Provincial  C.A. 

Whereas,  considerable  time  is  wasted  annually  at  this 
Convention  discussing  debata'ble  subjects  of  no  immediate 
importance ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  time  limit  be  set  and 
incorporated  in  the  Constitution  to  limit  the  time  that 
any  one  resolution  shall  be  discussed  to  a  maximum  of 
three  hours.  ' 

Moved  ^nd  seconded  William  Nixon.  Lost 

2  TI'.^  LIMIT  FOR  SPEAFERS 
Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A. 

Wherens,  at  Annual  Conventions  of  the  U.F.A    time  is 
necessarily  limited  and  many  important  subjects  do  not 
always  get  the  consideration  that  they  should,  and 

Whereas,  many  debates  are  unduly  prolonged  by  a  few 
delegates  speaking  at  unreasonable  length,  thus  prevent- 
ing others  from  taking  part,  and  also  destroying  interest 
in  the  subject; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  at  the  Annual  U.F.A. 
Convention  a  time  limit  of  ten  minutes  be  set  for  any 
speaker  on  any  subject  under  debate,  no  spea'-er  to  be 
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allowed  further  time  except  by  permission  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Moved  IT.  Cammaert,  Jfr.  Beker.  Carried. 
55    APPRECIATION  0?  R.  3.  BENNETT 
Bo'ard  Resolution. 

Whereas,  the  Rt.  Hon.  R,  B  Bennett  is  retiring  from 
Canadan  public  life  to  tale  up  residence  in  England; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  express  our  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  great  ability  and  sincerity  of  purpose  which  he 
brought  to  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  We 
particularly  appreciate  the  recognition  which  his  govern- 
ment gave  to  the  policies  urged  by  the  farmers  of  V/estern 
Canada  in  regard  to  the  setting  up  of  the  V'/heat  Board, 
marketing  legislation  and  the  adjustment  of  private  debt, 
and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  the  hope  that  he 
will  enjoy  many  happy  and  useful  years  in  his  future  home. 

Ivfoved  Priestley,  Johansen  and  carried  unanimously. 

50    V;iNNIPEG  CONFERENCE 

Board  Resolution 


Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  recognizes  that  the  questions  discussed 
by  the  Vvinnipeg  Conference  on  V/estern  Agricultural 
Conditions  are  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  Alberta 
farmers ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  con-.ention  pledges 
its  whole-hearted  support  to  the  efforts  proposed  by 
Premier  Bracken. 

Moved  Priestley  and  Beatt.     Carried  unanimously. 
51    APPRECIATION  TO  PRSLUER  BRACKEN. 
Board  Resolution. 

Resolved  that  we,  the  delegates  of  the  U.F.A.   in  con- 
vention assembled  in  Calgary,  express  oi^r  great  aporec- 
iation  of  the  action  of  Premier  Bracken  in  celling 
the  recent  conference  in  Winnipeg  on  V/estern  Agricult- 
ural conditions,  and 

Further,  we  ©xtend  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  great 
amount  of  v/ork  done  by  him  in  making  that  conference 
a  success. 
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Moved  Priestley,  Sutherland.  Carried. 
11  ASSESS?,^NT  IN  RUR/iL  MUNICIPALITIES 
V/etaskiwln  Federal  C.A, 

Whereas,  the  rural  municipalities  have  been  requested 
by  the  Provincial  Government  to  have  a  field  assessment 
made  this  year,  and 

V/hereas,  the  rural  municipalities  now  pay  the  major 
portion  of  the  three  mill  Social  Service  Tax; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  assess- 
ment in  mral  municipalities  be  substantially  lowered. 

Moved  Baker,  Taylor  and  carried. 

14  ALL -RISK  CROP  INSUR/.MCE 
Lovalty  U.F.A.  Local  #764 

V/hereas,  the  farmers  of  this  province  find  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  from  year  to  year  to  carry  the  load 
of  debt  under  which  they  are  operating  without  some 
assurance  of  an  adequate  return  for  their  labor,  and 

Wheress,  this  difficulty  is  due  to  circumstances  over 
which  they  have  no  control,  such  as  drouth,  hail,  frst 
grasshoppers,  etc.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petitim  the  Prov- 
incial Govern^-ent  to  institute  some  form  of  All-Risk 
Crop  Insurance. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  words  "All-Risk"  Seconded 
Johansen. 

Moved  Beatt  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Resolutions  Committee  for  redrafting  along  the  lines  of 
the  discussion. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

15  RE^'ALUATION  OF  GRAZING  LEASE  LAi^TD. 
Hiram  Local  #240 

Resolved  that  we  a^  the  Provincial  Government  and  also 


-6- 


the  municipality  to  reduce  the  grazing  lease  land  in  the 
Sullivan  Lake  area  at  the  rate  of  two  cents   (S^f)  per  are. 

Moved  Sutherland,  seconded. 

Moved  Antonson  that  this  resolution  be  referred  back 
for  redrafting.     Seconded  and  carried. 

PRIVILEGES  or  THE  FLOOR  Moved  llr .  Baker  that  the 
privileges  of  the  floor  be  extended  to  registered  visitors 
to  the  convention.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Ira  Taylor  that  the  privilege  of 
the  floor  be  extended  to  ex-  M.L.A.^s  and  ex-M.P. *s  and 
the  general  visitors  to  the  convention.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Sutherland  that  all 
U.F.A.  members  be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

16    RETAINING  SEED  AND  FEED  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  TWO  YEARS 
Acadia  Federal  C.A. 

Whereas,  it  is  nov/  apparent  that  at  the  best  only  a 
medium  crop  will  be  harvested  in  the  drought  area  of  Al- 
berta this  year,  and 

V/hereas,  wheat  futures  would  appear  to  indicf^te  at  the 
present  time  extremely  low  prices  for  wheat  at  time  of 
future  delivery,  and 

Y/hereas,  taking  the  drought  area  as  a  whole  there  has 
been  no  paying  crop  since  1928,  a  period  of  ten  years, 
and 

V/hereas,  during  that  period  little  or  no  new  machinery 
or  farm  equipment  has  been  purchased  and  all  the  equip- 
ment is  at  present  old,  obsolete  and  wornout  and  almost 
unworkable,  and 

Whereas,  this  condition  is  rendered  almost  unbearable 
owing  to  the  fact  that  clothes  are  worn  out,  food  supplies 
are  below  the  subsistence  level,  and 

V/hereas,   if  the  farmers  of  this  area  are  to  become  self- 
sustaining  they  must  hnve  at  least  a  standard  of  living 
above  that  of  a  mere  subsndsence  level,  and  not  only 
that  but  immense  amounts  of  new  and  up-to-date  machinery 
and  equipment  will  be  required  if  the  farmer  is  to  con- 
tinue to  produce  efficiently,  and 
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Vvhereas,  the  anxiety  and  v/orry  of  v/aiting  for  supplies 
of  seed,  feed,  and  fuel  oil  relief  always  inadequate 
and  always  too  late,  has  been  one  of  the  most  nerve 
wracking  experiences  that  farmers  could  be  put  to  during 
the  past  few  years,  and 

^^Vhereas,  it  is  one  of  the  objectives  of  the  federal 
government  through  the  Agricultural  Improvement  Associa- 
tions as  stated  in  their  literature,  to  accumulate  surpluses 
of  feed,  seed  and  other  requirements  when  such  are  avail- 
able for  years  of  scarcity,  and 

Vvhereas,  the  experience  of  the  drought  area  is  that 
sometimes  we  have  not  one,  but  two,  and  even  three  con- 
secutive years  of  complete  crop  failure; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
future  crops,  sufficient  be  retained  on  the  farm  to 
supply  feed,  seed  and  operating  requirements  for  at  least 
two  years,  this  being  the  necessary  requirements  to  give 
the  area  a  measure  of  per.^;ianency  and  security,  the  only 
exception  to  this  rule  being  payment  for  local  services 
such  as  doctors,  m.erchants,  etc: 

And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  appeal  to  both 
governments,  federal  and  provincial  to  co-operate  to  the 
end  that  such  conservation  be  made  legally  possible; 

And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  appeal  to  all  other 
organizations,  groups,  political  parties,   and  citizens 
generally,  for  their  moral  support  in  this  objective,  and 
to  this  end  we  pledge  the  united  strength  of  the  U.F.A. 
as  an  organization  and  our  individual  support  as  members 
of  the  organization. 

Moved  Cameron,  seconded  and  carried. 

FIN/^TCI/J.  STATEIvISNT    lloved  Church,  Beatt,   that  the 
convention  now  consider  the  financial  statement.  Carried, 

BALAJ^TCE  SHEET    read.     Moved  Priestley  that  the  auditor's 
report  be  adopted.     Seconded.     After  a  number  of  questions 
had  been  ansv/ered  the  motion  v/as  carried. 

JONIGR  DIRECTORS.     Geo.  Golberg,   Junior  Vice-President 
advised  the  delegates  that  in  the  interests  of  economy 
the  Junior  Directors  had  agreed  to  pay  their  own  expenses 
to  the  Junior  Conference  and  asked  the  delegates  to  see 
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that  their  locals  gave  financial  assistance  to  the  direc- 
tors for  attendance  at  the  Conference. 

ALL  RISK  CROP  INSURANCE  14    Redraft  read.     Moved  Beatt 
and  seconded. 

Moved  Antonson  that  the  word  "voluntary"  be  inserted  after 
the  word  "of"  in  the  last  line.     Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "to  institute"  and  insert 
the  words  ^investigate  the  feasibility  of  some  form  of". 
Seconded  by  Ira  Taylor.     Amendment  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

REDRAFT  OF  NO.   14  ALL -RISK  CROP  INSURANCE, 

Vifhereas,  the  farmers  of  this  Province  find  it  increasingly 
difficult  from  year  to  year,  to  carry  the  load  of  debt 
under  which  they  are  operating,  without  some  assurance 
of  an  adequate  return  for  their  labours,  and 

Whereas,  this  difficulty  is  due  to  circumstances  over 
which  they  have  no  control,  such       drought,  hail,  frost, 
grasshoppers,  price,  etc.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  petition  the  Federel 
and  Provincial  Governments,   in  concurrence,  to  investigate 
the  fepsibility  of  some  form  of  All-Risk  crop  insurance. 

HENDERSON  SECRETARIAL  SCHOOL    Vice-president  reported 
that  this  school  was  making  available  its  services  with- 
out charge  to  delegates  who  visited  the  school. 

17  STATE  MEDICINE 

Loyalty  U.F.A.  #764 

?/hereas,  a  country* s  most  vital  asset  is  the  health  of 
its  people,  and 

V/hereas,  a  larg-e  number  of  people  in  this  province  are 
without  adequate  medical  services  or  even  any  sort  of 
health  supervision,  and 

V/hereas,  the  financial  position  of  a  still  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  population  will  not  allow  them  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  existing  medical  services  until  a 
serious  condition  has  arisen  which  might  have  been 
avoided  if  treated  in  its  early  stages; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  government 
of  the  province  to  take  immediate  action  to  institute 
state  medicine. 

Moved  and  seconded  and  carried. 
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REDR/.FT  OF  RESOLUTION  NO  15  RBVALUATION  OF  GRAZING  LEASE  L/.ND 


V/hereas,  lands  in  the  dry  areas  are  now  leased  without  tak- 
ing into  account  their  real  value  on  a  grazing  capacity  basis, 
and, 

V/hereas,  much  of  this  land  is  now  in  a  process  of  slowly  revert- 
ing to  native  grass,  during  which  period  it  has  little  or  no 
value  for  grazing; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we  request  that  all  lands  in  this 
area  be  leased  on  a  rental  based  on  a  proper  relationship  to 
their  carrying  capacity. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

18  L!EDICAL  SERVICES  FOR  DROLETH  AREAS 
Acadia  Federal  C.  A. 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  has  acknowledged  as  a 
Federal  responsibility  the  settlement  of  the  drought  areas; 
and 

VTiereas,  the  need  for  medical  services  is  urgent; 

Therefore  we  request  the  Dominion  Government  to  subsidise 
medical  practitioners  for  this  area  and  to  assist  in  financ- 
ing health  units  in  districts  which  may  be  considered  suitable 
within  these  areas. 

Moved  J.  V.  Sutherland,   James  Cameron.  Carried. 

19  SECESSION  OF  V'^ESTERN  PROVINCES 
Vegreville  Federal  C.  A. 

VvTiereas,   it  is  imperative  that  the  farmers'  organizations  of 
the  west  work  in  close  co-operation,  and 

Whereas,  we  consider  the  'Vest  is  bearing  an  unjust  economic 
burden  v/ith  regard  to  tariff  and  other  matters; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  go  on  record  as  endorsing 
the  stand  of  the  U.F.C.    (Sask.  Section)  in  regard  to  investig- 
ating the  possibility  of  the  V/estern  Provinces  becoming  an 
autonomous  state  within  the  British  Empire, 

Moved  "entley  and  seconded.     Motion  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

20  SCALE  OF  PAYISNTS  UNTiER  P.F.R,A, 
Acadia  Federal  C.A. 

V/hereas,   it  is  becoming  increasingly  evir^ent  that  the  drought 
area  will  harvest  at  the  best  only  an  average  crop  this  year 
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v/hich  will  again  involve  the  need  of  some  assistance 
to  the  farmers,  and 

\Vhereas,  as  grain  for  horse  feed  is  very  scarce  and  most 
expensive,  which  will  render  it  difficult  if  not  imposs- 
ible for  farmers  to  construct  water  conservation  projects 
under  P.F.R.A. ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Federal 
Government  and  P.F.R.A.  that  at  le-.st  the  scale  of  pay- 
ment prevailing  in  the  fall  of  1937  be  made  the  bgsis 
for  future  payments  in  1/Vater  Conservation  projects. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron. 

Moved  Beatt  that  the  second  paragraph  be  struck  out. 
Seconded  Levi  Bone.  Carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried, 

81    FARr.ffiR  REPRESENTATION  ON  ADVISORY  BQARr  OF  P.F.R.A 
Acadia  Federal  C.A. 

Whereas,  the  Commissioner  under  the  Prairie  Farm 
Rehabilitation  Act  together  with  the  Advisory  Board, 
are  entrusted  by  the  Federal  Government  v/ith  the  respons- 
ibility of  carrying  out  the  administration  functions 
of  the  Act,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  sitting  on  this  advisory  board 
representatives  of  various  economic  viewpoints  but 
no  actual  representatives  of  those  who  arc  to  be  rehab- 
ilitated, that  is  the  actual  dirt  farmers  still  contin- 
uing to  exist  in  the  area,  and 

Whereas,  it  would  seem  most  reasonable  that  those 
farmers,  some  with  as  much  as  30  or  more  years  experience 
trying  to  operate  farms  in  that  country,  v/ould  from  a 
practical  standpoint,  h?^ve  some  valuable  contributions 
to  make  tov/ards  the  solution  of  drought  area  problems, 
and 

Whereas,  it  is  in  line  with  our  ideals  of  democracy 
that  those  people  should  have  a  voice  in  councils  which 
have  a  very  important  part  in  their  lives; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  actual  farmers 
resident  in  the  drought  area  fee  given  representation  on 
the  Advisory  Board  of  the  P.F.R.A. 

And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  be  asked  to 
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make  some  nominations  to  the  Advisory  Board. 
Moved  Cameron  and  seconded.  Carried. 
25  REPRESE-^TTATION  ON  SPECIAL  AREAS  BOARD. 
Acadia  Federal  C.A. 

Whereas,  the  Special  Are^s  Board  of  this  Province  is  in 
the  positon  of  being  entrusted  with  responsibility  in 
regard  to  constantly  increasing  areas  oaving  to  municipal- 
ities being  unable  to  continue  to  function; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Special  Areas  Board 
should  be  enlarged  to  six  members  with  actual  farming 
experience  in  the  area  involved --three  to  be  appointed 
by  the  government  and  three  to  be  elected  by  the  res- 
idents of  that  area. 

Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland  and  carried. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded  that  v/e  do  now  adjourn.  Motion 
carried  at  6  p.m. 

TUESDAY  EVENING 

DR.  W.  F.  KELLOWAY  spoke  to  the  delegates  for  five  min- 
utes . 

COLLECTION.     Mr.  J.  M.  Wheatley  announced  that  a  collec- 
tion would  be  taken  to  help  defray  the  costs  of  broad- 
casting during  the  convention. 

J.  E.  BROV/NLEE.  IC.C..  L.L.D.  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Gardiner  to  the  Convention.     He  was  received  with  applause. 
Mr.  Brownlee  addressed  the  dele-ates  on  the  farm  debt 
question  in  Alberta.     His  address  was  broadcast  over 
C. F.C.N. 

At  the  close  of  his  address  Mr.  Brownlee  answered  some 
questions  by  the  delegates.     He  was  given  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  address. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:00  p.m. 

^i\rEDNESDAY  MORNING 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

24  BOARD  OF  GRAIN  COmqSSIONmS. 

Vegreville  Federal  C.A. 


-12- 


VvTieress,  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  which  regulates 
the  largest  industry  in  Canada,  namely,  the  grain  grow- 
ing industry,   is  not  represented  by  any  member  of  that 
industry; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Federal 
Government  to  appoint  at  least  two  bona  fide  farmeis  on 
the  Board  of  the  ^ra an  Commissioners , 

Moved  Beatt.     Seconded  and  carried, 

29  PEGGED  PRICE  FOR  vmEAT  PRODUCTS 

Pembina  Provincial  C.A. 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  assembled  is  of  the 
opinion  that  since  the  Dominion  Government  has  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  pegging  the  price  of  wheat,  that 
they  should  also  peg  the  price  of  all  products  of  wheat 
especially  bread  and  flour. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  Mr.  Kewley  that  this  resolution  be  redrafted. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

23    BONUSING  T^AT 

V/estlock  Local  #455 

Resolved,  that  in  view  of  the  world  wheet  crisis,  that 
this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Federal  Government  a 
pdLicy  of  bonusing  wheat  at  $1.20  per  bushel  at  the 
elevator  up  to  1000  bushels  per  quarter-section,  and 
anything  over  and  above  that  quota  be  sold  at  world »s 
market  price. 

Moved  Beatt,  Bone. 

Moved  in  amendment  N.  P    Nelson  that  we  change  "1,000" 
to  "5000"  and  strike  out  the  words  "quarter  section"  and 
insert  "per  farmer".  Seconded. 

Moved  Antonson  that  this  resolution  be  redrafted.  Seconded. 
President  Gardiner  spoke  on  the  pegging  of  the  price  of 
wheat.     Motion  to  redraft  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     Mr.  Church  on  behalf  of  the  Order 
of  Business  Committee  recommended  that  report  of  the 
Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  be 
now  considered.     Seconded  and  carried. 
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CO-OPERATIYE  REPORT  read  by  Mr    Priestley.     Adoption  of 
the  report  was  moved  Priestley,  Church,  and  considerable 
discussion  ensued. 

At  12  noon  moved  Antonson  that  we  ad joi  rn  the  debate  on 
this  question  and  proceed  with  nominations  for  president. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT.     Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair  and 
called  for  nomination  for  president.     Mr.  Gardiner  was 
nominated  and  elected  by  acclamation.     He  was  given  a 
great  ovation  and  thanked  the  delegates  for  their  contin- 
ued confidence  in  him. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12:05. 

V/EDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 

NO!-.gNATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.     Mr,  Priestley  was 
returned  as  Vice-president  by  acclamation,  thanked 
the  delegates  for  the  honor  bestov/ed  upon  him. 

GRAIN  WHTNERS.  President  Gardiner  mentioned  the  prizes 
that  had  besn  won  by  a  number  of  Alberta  farmers,  most 
of  them  members  of  the  U.F.A.  at  the  recent  fairs  at 
Toronto  and  Chicago  and  introduced  llr .  Howard  Wright, 
president  o^  the  Alberta  Seed  Growers  Association  who 
had  won  the  milling  and  baking  contest  at  the  Internat- 
ional Show  at  Chicago,  and  first  place  at  the  Alberta 
Fair  this  week. 

Iv^r.  Wright  in  turn  introduced  Mr    P.  J.  Rock  of  Drum- 
heller  who  had  won  and  Mr.  Nels  Linden  of  Wetaskiwin 
who  had  won  the  Wheat  Championship  st  Chicago  and  the 
barley  championship  also.     He  came  second  in  the 
Al'erta  Fair. 

Mr.  Wright  then  addressed  the  delegates  on  the  work  of 
the  Seed  Growers'  Association  and  their  relation  to 
commercial  production. 

Mr.  Gardiner  thanked  I.lr.  V/rinht  on  behalf  of  the  delegates. 
Ilr.  Allen  took  the  chair. 

CO-OPERATI^'E  BOARD  REPORT    Disucssion  continued.  Motion 
to  adopt  carried. 

REDR/FT  0^  29  PEGGED  PRICE  FOR  \^AT  PRODUCTS. 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  found  it  necessary 

in  the  interests  of  Canada  to  peg  the  price  of  wheat 
above  the  market  price,  and 

V/hereas,  this  action  might  entail  a  certain  loss  to 
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the  Government,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  generally  belwed  that  the  millers  make 
sn  undue  profit  on  the  wheat  as  compared  with  the  farmer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  tax  be  assessed  on  the 
millers  in  proportion  to  the  flour  milled  for  home  cons- 
umption, which  would  offset  the  possible  loss  made  by 
the  Government  on  the  pegged  price,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  price  of  bread  be 
pegged  for  the  protection  of  the  Canadian  Consumer. 

Moved  and  seconded.     Carried  with  a  small  vote, 

26  GRAIN  BO;..PD  WITH  PRODUCER  REPRESENTATION 
Acadia  Federal  G.A. 

Whereas,  the  Tmrgeon  Commission  has  brought  in  a  report 
unfavorable  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  producers  of 
grain  in  V-estern  Canada  with  reference  to  a  compulsory 
grain  board,  and 

VThereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  indicated  that  its 
future  marketing  legislation  will  be  brsed  on  the  recommend- 
ations contained  in  the  Turgeon  report,  and 

Whereas,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grain  Exchange 
is  not  an  efficient  method  of  selling  our  grain,  and 

Whereas,  in  times  of  either  economic  stress  or  depression 
or  in  time  of  war  the  Exchange  fails  and  imTied iately 
some  action  has  to  be  taken  by  the  Federal  Government; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as 
indicating  our  keen  disappointment  with  and  entire  dis- 
approval of  the  Turgeon  report  as  a  whole,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  strongly  reaffirm  the 
position  we  have  taken  in  the  past  in  regard  to  the  vital 
necessity  for  a  compulsory  grain  board  with  adequate 
producer  representation  to  sell  all  the  Canadian  grain 
marketed  through  commercial  channels. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

27  PERI'.!ANENT  V/HEAT  BOARD 
Nanton  U.F.A.  Local 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  for  the  establishment  of  a  perm- 
anent Canadian  ?/heat  Board,  with  a  domestic  price  based 
upon  adequate  returns  to  the  producer  as  an  integral 
part  of  its  policy. 
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Moved  H.  F.  Spencer  and  seconded. 

Moved  K.  G.  Young  that  this  resolution  be  returned  to  t he 
Resolutions  Conunittee  for  redrafting  and  incorporating 
resolution  28.     Seconded  and  carried, 

50  WHEAT  PRODUCTION. 

Kerndale  U,F.A.  Local  #775  ■ 

Whereas,  the  western  Canadian  farmer  is  seriously  threat- 
ened by  diminishing  export  wheat  markets,  and 

Whereas,  Government  price  regulation  can  only  be  satis- 
factorily accomplished  through  controlled  production, 
and 

V/hereas,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  present  trend  to- 
wards direct  acreage  reduction  is  a  suitable  solution; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  favor- 
ing a  quota  system  of  wheat  marketing,  whereby  each  bona- 
fide  farmer  will  be  permitted  to  sell  a  limited  number 
of  bushels  annually,  through  the  reeular  elevator  system; 
and  any  excess  produotionf must  be  disposed  of  locally, 
through  livestock,  or  retained  in  the  granaries  until 
required ;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  price  of  wheat  be  set 
and  maintained  sufficiently  above  the  cost  of  production 
to  assure  a  reasonable  profit  for  the  producer. 

Moved  Baker  and  seconded. 

Moved  Hov/es  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  the  re- 
drpft  of  23  is  received      Seconded  and  carried. 

52  TARIFF  ON  IMPORTED  VEGETABLE  OIL  :m  SHORTENING 

Kaultain  Local  U.F.A.  No.  845 

V/herees,  vegetable  oils  and  shortenings  are  produced  by 
labor  v/ith  a  low  standard  of  living  f  nd  are  imported 
into  Canada  to  compete  with  Canadian  lard,  butter,  and 
tallow,  to  the  detriment  of  the  living  standards  of  the 
Canadian  farmer*; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government 
place  a  tariff  on  imported  vegetable  oils  and  shorten- 
ings . 


Moved  Howes,  Bone  and  carried. 

I 
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31  PUBLICATION  07  FI?TDING5  OF  COMI'.gSSION  ON  RADIO  TUBES. 

ETC. 

Haultain  Local  U.F.A.  #845 

Whereas,  it  is  alleged  that  a  Canadian  radio  company  is 
abusing  its  patent  rights  and  extorting  unreasonable  prices 
fear  radio  receiving  sets  and  radio  tubes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  is  desirable  that  the 
findings  of  the  tariff  commission  on  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  radio  receiving  sets  and  radio  tubes  be  made 
public. 

Moved,  seconded  Burns. 

Moved  Ira  Taylor  thet  this  resolution  be  referred  back 
to  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  information  and  redraft- 
ing.    Seconded  and  carried 

55  ML  PEARCE  V7ATER  DIVERSION  SCHE^.ffi. 

Acadia  Federal  C.A. 

Whereas,   it  is  proposed  to  spend  upwards  of  three  million 
dollars  in  drought  area  rehabilitation  this  year,  and 

^i^fhereas,  we  heartily  approve  of  and  commend  the  action 
of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  P.F.R,A.   in  water 
conservation,  regrassing,  control  of  soil  drifting,  tree 
planting,  etc.  all  being  good  and  valuable  contributions 
to  assist  the  people  in  the  areas  involved,  and 

'-'Tiereas,  such  projects,  however,  fall  far  short  of  any- 
th " ng  even  approaching  the  needs  of  the  people  in  compar- 
ison to  those  living  in  more  favored  areas,  because  there 
are  so  many  years  when  lack  of  snowfall  v/lll  seriously 
affect  such  local  water  conservation  projects,  and 

IfVhereas,  there  are  not  enough  of  those  local  individual 
projects  to  make  any  appreciable  difference  in  the  status 
of  the  people  as  a  whole. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  again  on  the  Fed- 
eral Government  the  necessity  of  initiating  such 
modifications  of  the  William  Pearce  Water  Diveision  pro- 
jects as  are  applicable  to  Alberta  as  a  national  respon- 
sibility to  the  farmers  in  the  area  involved  with  no 
capital  charge  against  the  land,  the  work  to  be  rione  on 
a  work  for  wages  basis,  thereby  giving  useful  employment 
to  thousands  who  arenow  unemployed; 
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And  further  be  it  resolved,  thet  we  urge  on  the  Provincial 
Government    the  necessity  of  first  recommending  to  the 
j^ederal  Government  the  adoption  of  this  scheme  as    a  proper 
and  necessary  object  under  rehabilitation,  and  secondly 
co-operating  in  every  way  possible  with  the  Federal 
Government  in  bringing  this  project  into  operation. 

Moved  Cameron,  P.  H.  Oliver,  ^arpied. 

54  FRSE  GRASS  SEED 

Didsbury  Prov.  C.A. 

Whereas,  the  present  drought  rehabilitation  program  has 
proven  inadequate  for  farmers  wishing  to  regrass  a  portion 
of  their  lands,  and 

ViHiereas,  a  program  for  regrass  ing  would  reduce  wheat 
surpluses  by  taking  out  of  production  a  portion  of  the 
present  wheat  acreage; 

Therefore  be  it  tesolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion 
Government  to  revise  its  system  of  financing  municipalit- 
ies so  as  to  include  grass  seed  free  of  charge  along 
lines  similar  to  the  U.S. plan 

Moved  Burns,  Malchow.  Lost, 

56  CANADI/JT  BP.OADC/.STING  CORPORATION 
Board  Resolution 

V/hereas,  nationalization  of  public  utilities  has  for 
many  years  been  one  of  the  principles  of  the  U.F.A. ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  commend  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corporation  for  their  policy  in  carrying 
on  development  of  Canadian  Radio  Broadcasting  in  accord 
with  this  vievfpoint; 

And  we  further  express  our  appreciation  of  the  splendid 
contribution  of  the  C.B.C,  towards  cementing  more 
firmly  the  bonds  of  fraternity,  good  will  find  understand- 
ing that  exist  between  the  peonle  of  the  ^'nited  States 
and  Canada  by  the  mutual  exchange  of  programs  between 
the  two  countries. 

Moved  Sutherland,     secon-'ed  and  carried. 

57  TREATMENT  OF  ENCEPHALOIvFTELITIS . 
Board  Resolution 

Whereas,   it  is  probable  that  we  shall  have  another  epidemic 
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of  sleeping  sickness  prevailing  amongst  the  horses  of 
this  province  in  the  coming  summer,  and 

IVhereas,  the  epidemic  of  the  summer  of  1938  caused  large 
losses  and  in  many  instances  resulted  in  seriously- 
handicapping  many  of  our  farmers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  that  both  Federal 
and  Provincial  Governments  co-operate  to  the  end  that 
adequate  supplies  of  vaccine  be  secured  and  that  such 
vaccine  be  supplied  to  the  farmers  free  of  charge  and 
treatment  be  made  compulsory. 

Moved  Sutherland  and  Beatt. 

Af  te considerable  discussion  moved  Schmaltz  to  delete 
the  words  "and  treatment  be  made  compulsory."  Seconded 
P.  H.  Oliver. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Howes  instead  of 
deleting  that  the  following  words  be  added  "wherever 
the  outbreak  is  serious  enough  to  warrant  such  action." 

Moved  Spencer,  that  this  matter  be  tabled  and  that  Dr. 
Hargreaves  be  asked  to  give  the  delegates  some  informa- 
tion on  the  matter.     Seconded  Moore  of  Delia  and  carried. 

31  REDRAFT    Resolutions  Committee  recommends  that 
"tariff  Commission"  be  deleted  and  +he  following  inserted 
"Provincial  Government"  and  that  the  words  "radio  receiv- 
ing sets  and"  be  also  deleted.     Moved  Beatt. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

42  L/.RGER  SCHOOL  UNITS 

\Vhite  Sv/an  Local 

Whereas,  in  many  instances,  large  school  units  have 
been  formed  against  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the 
ratepayers  involved,  an' 

V/hererjs,  the  additional  cost  of  maintaining  this  system 
is  proving  to  be  a  great  burden,  without  any  compensating 
advantages,  and 

V/hereas,  teachers'  salaries  have  been  lowered  in  order 
that  a  financially  favorable  comparison  to  tihe  old 
system  be  shovm  thereby  causing  our  best  class  of  teachers 
to  abandon  the  profession; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  if  after  a  year's  trial 
of  the  large  unit  a  majority  of  the  schools  in  that  unit 
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request  it,  a  plebiscite  shall  be  taken  to  ^letermine 
whether  they  shall  remain  under  the  large  unit  system 
or  revert  to  the  old  local  district  units,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government 
be  requested  to  make  provision  for  such  plebiscite  in 
the  School  Act. 

Moved  ^eatt,  Porter. 

Moved  in  amendment  Howes  to  change  "a"  to  "three". 
Seconded  P.  H.  Oliver. 

A^'ournment  moved  Baker      Seconded  and  carried. 

"■WEDNESDAY  EVENING 
Robert  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Priestley  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Paton  of  Scprboro  United 
Church,  Calgary,  who  addressed  the  delegates  for  five 
minutes , 

V/ATSON  THOr.SON.     Mr.  Gardiner  introduced  Mr.  vVatson 
Thomson,  M.A.  of  the  Extension  Department  of  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Alberta  who  addressed  the  delegates  on  "The 
Present  Outlook  in  International  Affairs". 

His  address  v/as  broadcast  and  well  received  by  the  del- 
egates . 

Mr.  Antonson  asked  if  Mr.  Thomson's  address  could  be 
printed,     rir .  Gardiner  said  the  bo-rd  would  look  into 
the  matter. 

42  L/J^GER  SCHOOL  UNITS.     Taken  from  the  table. 

¥x .  Baker  v/ho  had  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
continued  the  discussion.      Amendment  carried. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  we  now  adjourn  the  debate.  Seconded 
Cammaert.  Carried. 

Moved  Beatt  that  we  nov7  adjourn.     Seconded  and  carried 
at  9:45. 

thursday  i.^orning 

55  amalga;^tion 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  continue  its  efforts  by  negot- 
iation with  the  V/heat  Pool  and  the  U.G.G.  v/ith  the  ultimate 
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objective  of  amalgamation  at  the  earliest  possible  time 
and  we  urge  that  every  effort  be  made  towards  this  objective 

!&ved  Beatt.     Seconded  and  carried. 

27  -  23  -  29  -  30  sent  back  for  redraft  read  as  f ollov/s : 

Whereas,  the  wheat  problem  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
in  Vfestern  Canada,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  understood  from  the  best  available  sources 
that  there  is  likely  to  be  surplus  sufficient  to  demoralize 
world  markets,  and 

V/hereas,  if  this  condition  materializes  it  means  wholesale 
bankruptcy  to  wheat  farmer^  in  Western  Canada  v/ho  cannot 
readily  adjust  themselves  to  other  lines  of  production; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  permanent  Canada  Grain 
Board  be  est-:  blished,  guaranteeing  the  price  for  a  limited 
production  for  each  individual  farmer  which  would  provide 
him  with  a  decent  standard  of  living. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer  to  add  v/ords  "domestic  price 
be  set  as  an  integral  part  of  this  policy."  Seconded. 
Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSII'IESS    Committee  recommended  that  the  con- 
vention now  hear  Mr.  W.  C.  MacKenzie  of  the  Southern 
Alberta  Co-operative  Association. 

MR.  MCKENZIE    addressed  the  delegates  on  livestock 
marketing  ^ind  at  the  close  of  his  address/a  number  of 
questions  from  the  delegates.  answered 

Delegates  asked  that  Mr.  Mackenzie's  address  be  sent  to 
the  locals. 

X5  MRKETING  OF  LIVESTOCK 
Waterhole  U.F.A.  Local  #385 

V-Jheveas,  the  marketing  of  livestock  at  cental  markets 
and  elsewhere  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  producer,  and 

't'/hereas,  a  better  distribution  of  the  various  grades  of 
livestock  relative  to  supply  and  demand  of  markets  through 
out  Csnada  and  elsewhere  is  necessary,  and 
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V\^hereas,  some  years  ago  an  organization  of  the  sort  was 
in  operation  on  various  livestock  markets  of  this  country 
by  the  United  Livestock  Growers,  Limited,  a  subsidiary 
of  the  United  Grain  Growers  Limited,  and 

V/hereas,  we  believe  that  a  similar  organization  is  needed 
today; 

Therefore  we  request  the  United  Grain  Growers,  Limited, 
to  consider  the  possibility  of  again  setting  up  a  co- 
operative marketing  organization  similar  to  the  United 
Live  Stock  Growers,  Limited. 

Moved  Speakman  and  seconded . 

Moved  Spencer  that  No.  45  be  substituted  for  the  present 
resolution.  Seconded. 

Moved  Beatt  that  we  table  /r'l3  and  consider  #45.  Seconded 
Porter  and  carried. 

45    MARKETING  LEGISLATION 

Nanton  Local 

Whereas,  due  to  an  overproduction  of  wheat  in  all  wheat 
growing  countries  of  the  world,  an  oversupply  of  wheat 
is  indicated,  and 

ViThereas,   it  is  imperative  that  in  districts  favorable  to 
livestock  production,  that  attention  be  given  to  livestock 
production,  rather  than  any  increase  in  acreage  for  wheat, 
and 

Wherers,  a  mos"^  unsatisfactory  condition  prevails  with 
respect  to  the  distribution  of  livestock  and  livestock 
products,  whereby  the  purchasing  of  livestock  is  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  packers,  speculators  and  others,  leaving 
the  producers  with  no  bargaining  power,  and 

Whereas,  the  need  of  a  producer-controlled  livestock  market 
ing  board  is  imperative,  and 

Whereas,  this  board  should  be  organized  under  marketing 
Legislation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  urge  our 
Provincial  Government  to  place  on  the  statutes  of  this 
Province  at  the  forthcoming  session  of  Parliament,  market- 
ing legislation  similar  to  that  now  in  operation  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia;  and 
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Further  urge  upon  all  livestock  producers  to  organize 
at  an  early  date  a  livestock  producers'  marketing  board 
under  this  legislation. 

-■/loved  H.  F,  Spencer  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  word  "similar"  and  add 
"conforming  in  all  essential  particulars."  Seconded 
and  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 
47    PRICE  OF  HOGS 
McCafferty  Local  U.F.A. 

VThereas,  the  farmers  are  continually  reminded  to  grow 
more  hogs  and  so  take  advantage  of  the  British  quota, 
and 

Whereas,  it  appears  a  usual  practice  that  when  hogs  are 
plentiful  the  price  is  dropped,  and 

Whereas,  such  action  is  very  detrimental  to  the  producers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  be 
requested  to  p'uarantee  a  set  price  for  hogs. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded  Porter, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  the  last  clause  and  insert 
the  following,  "Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion 
Government  regulate  the  spread  to  ensure  cost  of  produc- 
tion to  the  farmers  and  that  the  recent  cut  of  50  cents 
per  head  on  butcher  hogs  be  rescinded  and  failing  that 
to  give  an  exta  premium  of  15  cents  per  head  on  hogs. 

Seconded 

Moved  Bentley  "Thet  the  Government  be  requested  to 
guarantee  the  proper  relation  between  the  price  of  live 
hogs  and  Wiltshire  sides  in  the  English  market."  Moved 
that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  for  redrafting  along 
the  lines  of  the  discussion.     Beatt  seconded.  9arried. 

61  GRADING  OF  TURKEYS 

Whereas,  the  present  grading  of  turkeys  is  not  in  keep- 
ing with  the  public  needs ;and, 

Whereas,  a  cut  is  now  made  by  the  trade  on  lighter  birds 
which  are  desired  by  the  consumer; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  be 
requested  to  revise  the  grading  standards  in  line  with  the 
consumers  demands. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

MDved  Carl  Unterschultz  that  v/e  change  the  word  "provincial" 
to  "federal".    Seconded  and  carried, 

U.F.W.A.  PRESIDENT.  Chair  announced  that  Mrs.  Malloy  had  been 
elected  president  of  the  U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  W.  Ross  and  Mrs.  M.  Banner  had  been  elected  first  and 
second  vice-presidents  respectively  by  acclamation. 

Moved  Schmaltz  that  we  now  adjourn.    Seconded  and  carried. 


TEIURSDAY  AFTERNOON 
President  Gardiner  in  the  chair, 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COmiTTEE.     Mr.  Ward  reported  on  b  ehalf 
of  the  Credentials  Committee  as  follows : 

156  U.F.A.  delegates. 
66  U.F.W.A.  " 

5  Joint  local  " 
1  Junior  " 

9  Constituency  Association  delegates 
55  officers 
272  properly  registered  delegates. 

Moved  and  s econded  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried, 

ENTERTAINMENT.  Mr.  Sutherland  r  ported  briefly  on  the  entertain- 
ment to  be  held  Thursday  evening, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Committee  recommended  that  board  resolution 
49  be  now  considered  and  further  that  vote  be  taken  by  ballot. 
Moved  Church,  Seconded  and  Carried. 

49  FUTURE  POLICY, 

Board  Resolution, 

Whereas,  for  many  years  the  U.F.A.  has  functioned  as  an  economic 
group  taking  direct  political  action  as  one  of  its  many  avenues 
towards  its  main  object  -  that  of  better  conditions  for  our  farm 
people,  and 
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Whereas,  for  fourteen  years  our  representatives  in  the 
Legislature  and  in  Parliament  have  made  it  one  of  their 
first  responsibilities  to  strive  continuously  for  a 
higher  standard  of  farm  life  and  have  made  many  note- 
worthy contributions  to  that  objective,  and 

Wherens,  an  organization  to  be  effective  in  behalf  of 

the  farmers  of  this  province  must  have  a  very  large  measure 

of  unity  in  support  of  its  proposals,  and 

Whereas,  to  achieve  more  effective  unified  action  towards 
such  measures  of  ameliaration  as  are  possible  within  the 
limitations  of  our  present  economic  system,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  receive  more  support  from  larger  numbers  of  our 
farm  people ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A. 
recommend  to  this  convention  that  we  cease  all  our  direct 
political  activity,  and 

Further  that  no  individual,  local  or  association  be  allowed 
in  any  circumstances  whatever  to  use  any  part  of  the  U.F.A. 
machinery  to  endorse  or  promote  the  interests  of  a  political 
party  or  movement. 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland  and  seconded. 

After  several  members  had  spoken,  moved  Cameron  that  for  the 
balance  of  this  debate  time  limit  for  speakers  be  15  minutes. 

No  seconder. 

After  19  delegates  had  taken  part  in  the  discussion  it  was 
moved  by  Lester  Lee  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Cammaert  that  ballot  be  printed  and  presented  to  the 
convention  at  10:30  this  evening.  Seconded, 

After  discussion  Mr.  Cammaert  withdrew  his  motion. 

Moved  Young  that  motion  to  take  vote  by  ballot  be  rescinded. 
Seconded  Spencer.  Carried, 

Moved  Spencer  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  standing  vote. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair. 
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Mr.  Banner  turned  in  1939  dues  for  H.  E.  Cole  of  Chain  Lakes 
to  the  secretary,  Miss  Birch,  as  the  convention  had  decided 
to  go  out  of  politics. 

56  U.F.A.  ACTIVITIES. 

Moved  Priestley,  Beatt. 

Moved  Young  that  this  resolution  and  all  others  not  already 
printed  be  printed  and  presented  to  the  delegates  before 
they  are  discussed.     Seconded  and  carried. 

47  RE -DRAFT  PRICE  OF  HOGS 

Whereas,  the  farmers  are  continuously  reminded  to  raise  more 
hogs,  and  so  take  advantage  of  the  British  quota,  and 

Whereas,  it  appears  a  usual  practice  that  when  hogs  are 
plentiful  the  price  is  dropped,  and 

Whereas,  such  action  is  very  detrimental  to  the  producers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Covernment  be 
requested  to  maintain  a  proper  relationship  between  the 
price  of  live  hogs  in  Canada  and  V/iltshire  sides  in  the 
Ehglish  market. 

Moved, Seconded  and  Carried. 

36  CONSERVATION  OF  NATOTRAL  RESOUKCES. 
Board  Re"olution. 

Whereas,  at  the  present  rate  of  utilization  of  some  of  our 
natural  resources  many  of  these  means  of  wealth  production 
will  be  completely  dissipated  very  shortly; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  urge  upon 
both  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  the  initiation 
of  more  effective  means  of  conservation  of  such  valuable 
resources  as  our  game  animals  and  birds,  forests  and  water, 
also  measures  for  prevention  of  soil  erosion. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded.  Carried. 

42  LARGER  SCHOOL  UNITS'     Taken  from'  the  table. 

Moved  Baker  that  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  be  deleted. 


Seconded. 
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Mr.  Schmaltz  raised  points  of  order  re  not  being  able  to 
amend  the  preamble  to  a  resolution.     Chair  ruled  Schmaltz 
out  of  order. 

Moved  R.H.M.  Bailey  that  resolution  No,  42  be  tabled. 
Seconded  Malchow  and  carried, 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.  Convention  adjourned  at  this  time  to 
elect  directors. 

FRIDAY  MORNING 
Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  chair, 
41  INTERNATIONAL  HIGmVAY  , 
Board  Resolution. 

Whereas,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  keenly  interested  in  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  a  ^reat  modern  highway  through  Canada  to 
the  territory  of  Alaska;  and 

Whereas,  relations  between  the  two  countries  are  daily 
becoming  closer  and  more  friendly  with  such  evidence  of 
goodwill  and  brotherhood  as  peace  gardens,  international 
bridges,  good  neighbor  policy,  etc.,  and 

Whereas,  ^he  construction  and  use  of  such  a  highway  would 
go  a  long  way  further  in  maintaining  and  perpetuating  such 
a  spirit  of  friendship  between  the  two  democracies  which 
are  largely  one  in  thought,  principles,  and  ideals,  and 

Whereas,  such  a  proposed  highway  through  the  prairie  section 
of  Canada  could  be  constructed  with  much  less  expenditure, 
could  be  more  easily  maintained,  would  offer  less  of  a 
problem  in  the  removal  of  snow  in  winter,  and 

Whereas,  such  a  road  if  built  in  Alberta  would  be  of  great 
value  to  all  the  people  of  this  Province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  are  strongly  in  favor  of  such  a  highway 
being  built  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  not  only  giving 
evidence  of  goodwill  and  friendship  to  the  people  across 
the  line  to  the  south  of  us,  but  as  a  real  contribution  to 
the  well-being  of  the  people  of  this  province,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government 
that  the  fullest  possible  co-operation  be  extended  to  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  whole  proposal,  and 
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Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  suggest  to  the  Federal 
Government  that  the  Commission  set  up  to  study  this  highway, 
conduct  an  investigation  of  the  possibilitfes  of  the  Alberta 
route  and  visit  the  province  at  an  early  date  for  that 
purpose,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  solicit  the  support  of  the 
Boards  of  Trade  of  Calgary  and  Lethbridge  and  the  Edmonton 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Alberta  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture  in  this  proposal  and  that  copies  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  both  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments. 

Moved  Beatt,  Bone.  Carried, 

59  RURA.L  BUILDING  PLAN. 

Board  Resolution.     Moved  Lovelock,  seconded  and  carried. 

Whereas,  farm  homes  of  Alberta  are  in  many  cases  in  a 
deplorable  condition,  and 

Whereas,  no  plan  is  available  that  can  be  applied  at  the 
present  time  to  finance  the  building  of  farm  homes,  and 

Whereas,  most  farmers  are  not  in  a  position  to  build  homes 
without  financial  help; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  be 
requested  to  enact  legislation  for  a  rural  building  scheme 
covering  a  term  of  years  at  Z%  and  further  that  the  Provincial 
Government  immediately  undertake  a  survey  of  farm  homes  in 
the  Province  and  collaborate  with  the  Federal  Government  to 
the  desired  end. 

THURSDAY  NIGHT  ENTERTAINMENT.     Mr.  Sutherland  reported  on 
the  wires  and  letters  that  had  been  received  re  the  Thursday 
night  entertainment  and  read  a  letter  from  the  U.F.O. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  we  send  an  appropiate  letter  to  the 
U.F.O.    Seconded  and  carried. 

C. F.C.N.    Mr.  Sutherland  moved  that  we  extend  to  the  various 
sponsors  of  the  Old  Time  Broadcast  and  to  C. F.C.N,  our  sincere 
appreciation  of  their  co-operation  and  assistance.  Seconded 
by  Levi  Bone  and  carried. 

WESTERN  FARM  LEADER.  ,  Moved  Sutherland  that  we  extend  our 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  services  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Smith  are  giving  to  us  in  the  Western  Farm  Leader  and  to 
recommend  to  our  members  in  particular  and  farm  people  in 
general  that  they  support  the  Western  Farm  Leader.  Seconded 
and  carried. 
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ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS,     The  following  slate  of  officers  was 
read: 

ACADIA  Mrs.  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 

J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 

ATHABASCA  Mrs.  Geo.  Dieff enbaugh,  Westlock 

P.S.  Beatt,  Westlock 

BATTLE  RIVER  Mrs.  Frank  Redmond,  Edgerton, 

H.  E.  Spencer,  Edgerton 

B-^W  RIVER -VffiST  CALGARY       Mrs.  E.   J.  Garland,  Calgary 

Geo.  E.  Church,  Balzac 

CAMROSE  Mrs.  A.  Payne,  Stettler 

Carl  P.  Colvin,  Sedgewick 

JASPER  EDSON-\VEST  EDMONTON-Mrs .  M.  Lowe,  St.  Albert 

J.  M.  Bentley,  N.  Edmonton 

LETHBRIDGE  Miss  M.  Coupland,  Lethbridge 

W.  Vi^,  Scott,  Iron  Springs 

MACLEOD-EAST  CALGARY  Mrs.  W.   Oldfield,  Milo 

M.  H.  Ward,  Arrowwood 

MEDICI!\^  HAT  Mrs    Carl  Anderson,  Scandia 

«r.  M,  Wheatley,  Chancellor 

PEACE  RIVER  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bailey,  Fairview 

Hugh  Allen,  Huallen 

RED  DEER  Mrs.  J.  B.  Learned,  Sylvan  Lake 

Wilfred  Hoppins,  Huxley 

VEGREVILIE       _  Miss  E.  I.  Lothian,  Ranfurly 

R.  Hennig,  Ft.  Saskatchewan 

WETASKIWIN  -EAST  EDMONTON  Mrs.  R.  Carter,  Ponoka 

W,  Runte,  Wetaskiwin. 

Moved  Pye,  Bone  that  the  election  of  these  directors  be 
approved.  Carried. 

48  SEED  GRAIN. 

Griffen  Creek  Local  U.F.A. 

Whereas,  conditions  of  drought  and  hail  over  which  we  have  no 
control  have  placed  many  farmers  in  the  position  of  needing 
financial  assistance  on  seed  grain  for  the  coming  crop  year, 
and 
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Whereas,  low  yields,  low  prices  and  in  cases  total  loss  by 
hail,  have  made  it  impossible  for  a  Icrge  number  to  pay 
taxes,  placing  an  added  burden  on  the  municipality  to  which 
they  look  for  aid  and  knowing  that  other  districts  are  in 
similar  circumstances; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  do  urge  the 
Provincial  Government  to  make  financial  arrangements  at  once 
to  assist  so  that  seed  may  be  purchased  from  surrounding 
districts  while  it  is  yet  available. 

Moved,  Seconded  by  Howe.  Carried, 

40  RE -ORGANIZATION  OF  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION. 
Iron  Springs  Local  No.  172 

Whereas,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Central  Co-operative 
Association  as  now  operating  is  effectively  bargaining  for 
the  reduction  in  prices  which  is  so  urgently  necessary  if 
farmers  are  to  carry  on  with  a  reasonable  standard  of 
living ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Board  of  directors 
to  make  provision  for  the  setting  up  of  a  Consumer's  Co-oper- 
ative Movement  based  on  -^ochdale  principles. 

Moved  Scott,  H.  P.  Spencer. 

Order  of  Business  Committee  advised  that  Mr,  Coote  would  be 
speaking  to  the  convention  at  2:30.     Moved  Spencer  that  this 
resolution  be  tabled  until  after  the  address  of  Mr.  ^oote. 
Seconded  and  carried, 

4  DEDUCTION  OF  DUES  ^ROM  DIVIDENDS  . 

Pembina  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Association. 

Whereas,  many  of  the  purchasers  of  goods  froTi  the  U.F.A, 
Co-operative  Association  earn  only  small  dividends,  and 

Whereas,  the  first  charge  on  such  dividends  is  membership 
dues  in  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  which  in  many  cases 
leave  an  amount  too  small  to  forward,  or  to  make  any  induce- 
ment to  continue  purchasing  from  the  Co-operative  Association. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  when  any  purchaser  from  a  U.F.A. 
Co-operative  Association  has  paid  dues  to  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  for  five  years  from  dividends  earned  from  his 
purchases,  that  all  dividends  thereafter  earned  by  him  be  paid 
in  full. 
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Moved  Lundberg  anci  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Kewley  "providing  the  U.F.A.  member  is  in 
good  standing,"    No  seconder. 

Resolution  lost  — no  one  voting  to  it. 

67  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
Province  that  the  Provincial  Civil  Service  should  be  main- 
tained at  the  highest  possible  standard  of  efficiency,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  desirable  in  order  to  do  this,  that  the 
service  should  be  placed  on  such  a  basis  as  to  attract  really 
capable  and  properly  qualified  men  and  women,  and 

Whereas,  under  present  conditions  due  to  changes  in  G-overnment, 
members  of  the  Civil  Service  feel  that  their  positions  are 
insecure,  and 

Whereas,  such  a  condition  is  a  distinct  cause  of  loss  to  the 
efficiency  and  morale  of  the  service; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  urge  upon  the 
Government  the  need  for  a  new  Civil  Service  Act  that  will 
provide  for  entrance  to  the  service  by  examination  of  merit, 
and  that  will  provide  for  a  schedule  of  salaries  and  wages, 
and  set  up  an  independent  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  thus 
provide  a  measure  of  security  to  members  of  the  Civil  Service, 

Moved  Howe,  Parrish,  Carried, 

66  PRICE  OF  HOGS, 

Whereas,  the  uncertainty  in  the  price  of  hogs  is  most  unsatis- 
factory to  the  producers,  and 

Whereas,  recently  an  additonal  cut  of  fiftv  cents  per  hundred- 
weight has  been  made  on  butcher  hogs,  and 

Whereps,  the  original  premium  on  selects  was  One  Elollar  per 
hundred -weight,  and  is  now  fifty  cents  per  hundred -weight , 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Gove-nment 
to  have  this  premium  restored. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Bentley. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  returned  for  redrafting.  No 
seconder. 
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Previous  question  moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 
Resolution  lost. 
Adjourned  at  12  noon. 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 
Mr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

ORDER  OF  BUSPJES3.     Moved  that  the  address  of  Mr.  Goote  be 
heard  at  2:30  to  be  followed  by  resolutions.  Carried. 

65  CONSTITUENCY  AND  DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A. 

Whereas,  our  "-"onstituency  Associations  have  proven  of  great 
value  as  educational  units  of  our  organfeation,  and 

Whereas,  our  midsuinmer  conventions  are  a  valuable  means  of 
keeping  our  membership  interested  and  in  close  touch  with  the 
U.F.A. ;  where  consolidated  opinions  are  discussed  in  the 
form  of  resolutions  for  presentation  to  Annual  Convention  by 
a  representative  body  vfcich  could  not  possibly  be  assembled 
except  by  delegations,  with  Board  meetings  a  veritable  clearing 
house  for  diversified  viewpoints; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  event  of  a  mandate  from 
ourConvention  to  cease  direct  political  action  by  our 
organization,  that  the  U.F.A.  maintain  our  Federal  and 
Provincial  and  district  Associations,  and  that  we  continue  to 
act  as  provided  for  in  Section  14  of  the  Constitution. 

Moved  Baker,  King.  Carried. 

56  U.F.A.  ACTIVITIES. 
Board  Resolution 

Whereas,  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
has  decided  to  withdraw  from  all  direct  political  activity, 
and 

Whereas,  this  action  has  been  taken  with  the  object  of 
uniting  all  farmers  in  our  efforts  to  improve  existing  farm 
conditions  which  are  becoming  more  and  more  a  struggle  for 
a  mere  existence,  and 

Whereas,  the  economic  objectives  of  the  U.F.A.  have  often  been 
stated  and  are  well  known: 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  determination 
to  press  for  the  attainment  of  these  objectives  and  rededicate 
ourselves  v/holeheartedly  to  the  task  of  striving  by  every 
means  v/ithin  our  pov/er,  to  secure  a  solution  of  the  many  press- 
ing problems  of  the  farm  people  including  the  follov/ing; 

1.  Cost  of  Production  for  Primary  Products. 

2.  Farm  Indebtedness. 

3.  High  Interest  Rates. 

4.  Farm  Implement  and  Repair  Prices, 

5.  Transportation. 

6.  Rural  Education. 

7.  Health  Legislation. 

8.  Rural  Housing. 

9.  Adjustment  of  Currency  and  Exchange  Rates. 

10.  Crop  Insurance. 

11,  National  Marketing  Legislation. 

V/e  further  pledge  ourselves  to  do  all  vdthin  our  power  to  pro- 
mote and  co-ordinate  the  v/ork  of  all  the  existing  co-operative 
and  commercial  activities  of  the  farmers,  and  by  this  means, 
help  to  bring  about  that  standard  of  living  and  security  for 
v/hich  we  have  struggled  these  many  years. 

Moved  Priestley  and  seconded  Jos,  Porter. 

Moved  Scott  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  after  Ifr . 
Coote  speaks.     Seconded.     Lost.     Discussion  ensued. 

Moved  Bailey  that  debate  be  adjourned  until  after  Mr,  Coot^s 
address.  Seconded, 

G.G.  COOTE,  Secretary  of  the  C.CA.  spoke  on  the  work  of  this 
Council  and  on  various  farmer  organizations,  etc.  in  the  United 
States.    His  address  was  appreciated. 

40    REOROANIZATION  OF  CENTR.\L  CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION.  Taken 
from  the  table. 

Moved  Howes  in  amendment  that  v/e  delete  the  last  four  v/ords 
"Based  on  Rochdale  principles."  Seconded, 

Moved  Kev/ley  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  after  Coron- 
ation has  worked  out  a  plan  and  can  report.     Seconded  Young, 


ORDER  OF  BUSI:MESS.     Committee  recommended  that  Dr.  Kcrgreaves 
appear  before  the  Convention  at  4  p.m.     Moved  Church,  Schmaltz 


Mr.  Baker  moved  ths.t  we  ask  the  Board  of  Directors  to  consider 
printing  the  addresses  of  Messrs.  Brov/nlee,  Thomas,  MacKenzie, 
and  Coote  in  one  volume.     Seconded  and  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     Moved  Church  that  resolution  5E  be  now 
taken  up.     Seconded  and  carried. 

52     REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CENTR/X  CO -OPEPJ.TIVS  ASSOCIATION 
Nanton  Local.     Moved  Spencer,  Beatt, 


(and  carried. 


V/hereas,  at  present  Central  Co-operative  prices  are  out  of  line 
v/ith  other  concerns  doing  business  in  Alberta,  and  because  of 
this  the  farmers  are  buying  their  needs  such  as  oil,  gas,  tractor 
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tires,  batteries  from  other  sources  and  no  Co-operative  can 
exist  under  these  circumstances; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  've  instruct  our  Board  of  Dir- 
ectors to  take  steps  to  encourage  the  formation  of  a  Central 
Co-operative  set  up  as  a  subsidiary  of  our  present  U.F.A.  under 
a  competent  business  management. 

After  some  discussion  moved  Young  that  the  debate  be  adjourned 
until  after  Dr.  Hargreaves  has  spoken.  Carried. 

DR.  HARGREAVES  of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture  spoke 
to  the  delegates  on  the  causes  and  treatment  of  encephalomyelitis. 
He  also  ansv/ered  various  questions.     Dr.  Hargreaves  was  given 
a  heart  vote  of  thanks  for  coming  to  the  convention. 

57     TREATMENT  OF  EITCEPnALO};IYi:iITIS     Taken  from  the  table.  ' 
Moved  and  seconded  that  v/e  discontinue  discussion  at  this  time. 

(Carried. 

56    U.F.A.  ACTIVITIES.     Debate  resumed.  Carried. 

52    REORGANIZATION  OF  CO-0?ER/iTIVE.     Discussion  resumed. 

Mr.  Gardiner  took  the  chair. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "Under  competent 
business  management",  and  add  the  words  "under  the  Rochdale  plan." 

(Sec  ond  ed . 

Agreed  that  Ifr .  Priestley  be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor* 
to  ansv/er  some  of  the  statements  made  by  the  delegates. 

Moved  Geo.  Johnston  as  a  sub-amendment  "That  the  Co-operative 
Council  be  asked  to  sponsor  an  investigation  into  the  whole 
field  of  consumer  co-operation  in  Alberta  with  a  view  to  making 
a  report  on  the  best  means  of  unifying  and  co-ordinating  the 
various  consumer  activities  in  t^is  province," 

Seconded.  Lost, 
Original  motion  lost. 

Mr.  Sutherland  stated  that  the  Co-operative  Board  wou]d  be  very 
glad  to  meet  axij  of  the  m_=imbers  from  the  various  locals  in  this 

(connection, 

69     SUPPORT  FOR  DSDJOCR/iCY 

I'Vhereas,  the  great  democratic  powers  of  Europe  have  adopted 
the  policy  of  surrender  to  Fascist  dictators,  a  policy  which  has 
already  caused  incalculable  loss  to  democracy  and  greatly  enhanced 
the  danger  of  war,  and 

V/hereas,  the  present  British  Government  appears  chiefly  respon- 
sible for  this  ruinous  policy  which  our  Canadian  government  is 
quite  content  to  follow,  and 

IVhereas,  the  so-called  non-intervention  policy  in  Spain  works 
entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the  Fascists,  and 

V/hereas,  we  believe  that  the  time  has  come  for  all  democratic 
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people  to  take  a  stand  for  democracy; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  go  on  record 
as  follows: 

1,  That  we  express  our  complete  disapproval  of 

the  Chamberlain  government's  policy  of  sacrificing 
democracies  to  appease  dictators  and  condemn 
their  policy  of  so-called  non-intervention  in 
Spain. 

2,  That  we  express  our  conviction  that  the  building 
up  of  the  closest  possible  collaboration  between 
democratic  states  to  resist  the  black -mailing 
strategy  of  the  fascist  states  is  vitally  nec- 
essary to  the  preservation  of  free  and  democratic 
institutions, 

5.     That  we  demand  of  our  Federal  government  an 
immediate  embargo  on  all  trade  with  Japan. 

4.     That  we  demand  the  immediate  removal  of  all 
restrictions  on  trade  of  any  kind  with  China 
and  Loyalist  Spain. 

Moved  Young,  Baker, 

After  some  discussion  H.  E.  Spencer  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Nixon  moved  that  copies  of  the  resolution  be  sent  to 
MacKenzie  King  and  Prime  Minister  Chamberlain. 

Moved  H.  H.  Boutillier  that  we  have  an  evening  session. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


FRIDAY  EVENING 
Mr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

57  TREATMEOT  OF  ENCEPH/iLOMYELITIS .    H.  E.  Spencer  moved  to 
delete  "and  that  treatment  be  made  compulsory."  Seconded 
J.  Porter.  Lost. 

Original  motion  carried. 

70  SUPPORT  FOR  JUNIOR  DIRECTORS. 


Whereas,  the  lack  of  finance  has  always  seriously  inter- 
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fered  with  Junior  work,  and  recently  is  has  been  necessary 
to  further  curtail  Junior  expenditure,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  interests  of  economy  the  Junior  Board  have 
agreed  to  pay  their  own  expenses  to  the  Junior  Conference, 
and 

Whereas,  we  consider  their  attendance  at  Farm  Young  People *s 
Week  is  extremely  valuable  as  an  inspiration  and  incentive  to 
Junior  director's  activities,  and 

Whereas,  various  locals  have  signified  their  willingness  to 
donate  to  a  fund  for  financing  this  work; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  senior  board  take  action 
to  set  up  such  a  fund  and  in  case  this  fund  is  insufficient 
cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  Junior  directors  for  Farm 
Young  People's  Week  that  it  be  divided  equally  among  the 
directors  on  a  pool  rate  basis  and  that  they  make  up  the 
balance  as  they  find  possible,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  recommend  that  immediate 
steps  be  taken  to  build  up  the  conference  fund  to  a  point 
where  all  expenses  of  junior  directors  may  be  undertaken. 

Moved  Beatt.     Seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

22  SECOM)  BOAPD  UNDER  F.C.A.A. 

Little  Bow  Provincial  C.A. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of 
having  a  second  Board  of  Review  under  the  F.C.A.A.  established 
in  this  province  so  that  the  farm  debt  situation  may  be 
adequately  and  efficiently  dealt  with;  and 

Further,  that  the  said  Act  be  amended  to  give  Boards  the 
authority  to  reconsider  previous  settlements  made  which  are 
now  impossible  to  fulfill. 

Moved  Beatt,  H.  E.  Spencer.  Carried, 

60  DEBT  ADJUSTI^IENT. 
Board  Resolution. 

Whereas,  it_would  appear  that  neither  the  Federal  nor  the 
Provincial  ^Governments  have  the  complete  constitutional  ri^ht 
to  deal  v/ith  the  whole  problem  of  ddbt  adjustment  and  interest 
rates,  and 
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Whereas,  there  appears  to  be  some  confusion  as  to  the  exact 
powers  held  by  each,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desirable  that  this  most  important  problem 
be  dealt  with  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible^ 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention 
the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  should  join  in  a  survey 
of  the  whole  field  of  debt  adjustment  with  a  view  to  establishing 
one  Board,  giving  it  all  the  powers  now  held  by  the  Board  of 
Review  of  the  F.C.A.A.  and  the  Provincial  Debt  Adjustment  Board, 
and  such  additbnal  powers  as  are  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
function  efficiently. 

Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,  Beatt.  Carried. 

59  DOMINION  FARM  LOAN  ADMINSTRATION. 
Board  Resolution. 

Whereas,  in  the  original  conception  of  the  F.C.A.A,  it  was  hoped 
that  with  the  assistance  of  loans  from  the  Canadian  Farm  Loan 
Board  at  a  low  interest  rate  settlement  under  the  Act  would  be 
greatly  facilitated,  and 

Whereas,  restrictions  placed  on  such  loans  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  the  Board  of  Review  proposals  did  not  as  a  rule  cut  debtor's 
oblig-ations  to  the  point  where  they  were  considered  good  risks, 
prevented  such  action; 

"therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  urge  on  the  Federal 
Government  the  necessity  of  making  more  flexible  certain  of  the 
regulations  in  the  Dominion  Farm  Loan  Administration,  and  a 
further  lowering  of  the  interest  rate  to  make  the  Farm  Loan 
Board  an  active  factor  ii"  debt  adjustment,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Board  of  Review 
the  necessity  of  reducing  debt  to  the  point  where  a  loan  through 
the  Dominion  Farm  Loan  Board  is  a  possibility. 

Moved  Beat,  Spencer.  Carried. 

62  AGAINST  REPEAL  OF  FARIVIERS  CREDITORS  ARRANGEMNT  ACT. 
Board  Resolution. 

Whereas,  considerable  pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Federal  Government  to  repeal  the  F.C.A.A,,  and 

TiVhereas,  there  is  a  vital  necessity  for  keeping  the  Board  of 
Review  in  operation  both  because  of  its  direct  work  and  also  its 
indirect  benefit; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  very  strongly 
urge  the  Government  to  retain  the  F.C.A.A.  on  the  statutes,  and 
the  Board  in  operation,  until  such  time  as  the  debt  problem 
may  be  solved,  or  until  such  time  as  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
Government  enact  concurring  legislation  providing  for  more 
flexible  administration. 

Moved  Spencer,  Beatt.  Carried, 

58  INTEREST  RATE  UNDER  F.C.A.A. 

Board  Resolution 

Whereas,  there  appears  to  be  a  possibility  that  the  rate  of 
interest  used  as  a  basis  of  settlement  in  the  proposals  of  the 
Board  of  Review  under  the  F.C.A."^.    may  be  raised; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  make  the  strongest 
possible  representations  both  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Federal 
Government  opposing  any  increase  of  the  present  rate  of  5%, 

Moved  Priestley,  Beatt  and  carried, 

63  SPECIAL  AREAS. 

Resolved  that  we  protest  against  any  change  taking  place  in  the 
administration  of  the  Special  Areas,  especially  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  certain  lands  and  affairs  throughx  the  Department  of 
Municipal  Affairs  and  their  administrator  be  not  altered  until 
such  time  as  a  representative  body  of  the  ratepayers  in  such 
areas  has  been  consulted. 

Moved  Cameron  and  seconded.  Carried, 

64  SOLDIER  SETTLERS  AND  DEBT  ADJUSTMENT. 
Returned  Soldiers  Section. 

Vfhereas,  Soldier  Settlers  are  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the 
various  debt  adjustment  acts  of  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments  (unless  deeply  in  debt),  and 

V/her^as,  the  Federal  Government  has  seen  fit  to  discontinue  the 
dollar  for  dollar  bonus  plan,  thereby  penalizing  the  returned 
man  v\^ich  is  very  unfair,  and 

1/Vhereas,  the  heavy  decline  in  the  price  of  farm  products  has 
greatly  increased  the  difficulty  of  making  payments; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  implore  the  Federal  Government 
to  restore  this  plan  to  be  retroactive  as  from  the  1938  payment, 
and  that  a  dopy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Minister  in 
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charge  of  Soldier  Settler  affairs j  M.  J".  Coldwell,  Esq.,  C.C.F 
House  Chairman,  and  Mr.  McKinnon  Federal  member  for  Edmonton. 

Moved  Baker  and  seconded.  Carried, 

THANKS.  Mr.  Baker  extended  on  behalf  of  the  Returned  Soldier 
Section,  their  thanks  for  the  courtesy  that  h-^^s  been  extended 
to  them  during  the  convention. 

65  VISIT  OF  THE  KING  AND  QUEEN. 

Returned  Soldiers  Section. 

Whereas,  Their  Ifejesties  the  King  and  Q,ueen  are  to  visit  Canada 
next  May; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.  F,A.  Organization  repre- 
senting the  basic  industry  of  Alberta,  undertake  some  fitting 
recognition  of  this  visit. 

Moved  Priestley,  J.  Porter,  Carried. 

57  MONETARY  POLICY 
Iron  Springs  Local  72 

Whereas,  the  price  of  practically  all  our  farm  products  is  set 
by  the  price  received  for  our  exportable  surplus  expressed  in 
terms  of  Canadian  Currency,  and 

Whereas,  the  pound  sterling  has  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years  been  at  a  premium  of  approximately  25^  in  Argentina, 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Denmark  thus  giving  these  competitors 
a  distinct  and  natural  advantage. 

Therefore  Canada *s  Monetary  policy  should  be  managed  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  Canadian  primary  producer  be  not  handicapped 
as  in  the  past  seven  to  eight  years,  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister  of 
Finance. 

Moved  Beatt,  Kewley,  Carried. 

55  EQUAL  RIGHTS  TO  FARLfflRS, 
Lauderdale  Local  U.F.A. 

Whereas,  by  virtue  of  legislative  enactments  certain  occupational 
groups  now  enjoy  privileges  not  extended  to  many  of  our  citizens, 
and 

Whereas,  the  principle  involved  in  such  legislation  of  giving 
special  privileges  to  some  groups  of  citizens  that  are  not 
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extended  to  all,  offends  that  sense  of  conmon  justice  known  as 
British  fair  play,  is  not  in  the  common  interest,  and  must  stir 
up  rivalry  and  discontent. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  order  to  rectify  this  grave 
injustice  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government  to  extent?  these 
privileges  to  all  occupations,  and  in  the  case  of  the  farming 
industry,  that  this  he  done  by  passing  legislation  making  it 
compulsorv  for  everyone  engaged  in  farming  or  producing  farm 
products  for  sale,  to  be  a  member  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  and  that  the  organization  thus  constituted  be  given 
the  same  rights  and  powers  of  discipline  over  their  members 
as  are  now  enjoyed  by  such  organizations  as  those  of  the 
Medical,  Legal,  Dental  and  Teaching  occupation,  or  as  an  ■ 
alternative,  repeal  all  legislation  of  this  nature  giving  special 
privileges  to  occupational  groups. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

G.  E.  A.  Maibhow  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  words  between  "to" 
in  the  3rd  line  down  to  word  "rapeal".     Seconded,  Lost, 

Moved  Hennig  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.     Seconded,  Silver, 
Carried, 

5  MELffiERSHIP  AT  LARGE. 

Griffen  Creek  Local  U.F.W.A.  No.  245 

Whereas,  most  farmers  realize  the  urgent  need  of  organization 
to  right  the  present  economic  injustices,  and  realize  that  a 
total  membership  of  6,155  as  in  1937  is  quite  useless,  and 

Whereas,  membership  in  locals  as  provided  in  Section  10  and  16 
trends  to  limit  membership,  as  many  farmers  and  farmers*  wives 
already  have  as  many  clubs  as  they  can  support,  or  have  personal 
reasons  for  not  joining  locals; 

Therefore  be  it  re??olved,  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  where 
it  relates  to  membership,  making  members  responsible  only  to 
Central  Office,  which  shall  collect  the  fees  and  arrange  for 
delegates  to  the  Annual  and  District  Conventions  after  the  manner 
of  the  Alberta  V/heat  Pool,  and 

Furt"  er  the  Locals  shall  exist  only  as  supplementary  clubs,  such 
as  "Buying  and  Selling  Clubs,"  "Political  Clubs", "Health  Clubs," 
"Study  Clubs,"  etc.,  and  that  membership  in  the  clubs  shall  not 
in  any  way  give  precedence  over  other  membership  except  as  it 
relates  to  its  own  particular  club. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  H.  E.  Spencer  that  the  words  "Political  Clubs" 
be  deleted.    Seconded  and  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended-  lost. 


0 
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GRAIN  STRIKE.     Boutillier  spoke  on  this  matter.     Moved  Hennig 
that  he  be  given  the  privilege  of  bringing  this  resolution  in. 
Seconded.  Lost, 

13  PEDESTRIANS. 

Lakeside  U.F.A.  Local  No.  481 

Whereas,  in  view  of  the  many  accidents  caused  by  walking  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  road,  it  is  evident  that  pedestrians 
are  unaware  that  they  should  walk  on  the  left  side  of  the 
road ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial 
Government  to  have  printed  on  every  numbered  highway  sign  in 
the  Province,  "Pedestrians  walk  to  the  left." 

Moved  Heath  and  Baker,  Carried, 

25  WHEAT  BOARD.    Moved.    Resolutions  Committee  advised  that 
this  resolution  was  covered  by  redraft  of  87. 

45  BONUS  FOR  CROP  FAILURE. 

Hillanvale  Local. 

Whereas,  in  nearly  every  year  many  farmers  fail  to  get  a 
crop  owing  to  natural  causes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  any  year  when  a  bonus  is 
given  by  the  Government  on  grain  marketed,  some  consideration 
should  be  given,  preferably  on  an  acreage  basis,  to  those 
farmers,  who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own  failed  to  get  a 
crop. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Letter  was  read  from  H.  A.  Wallace,  secretary  t  .e  Department 
of  Agriculture,  V/ashington,  re  Thursday  evening  broadcast, 

VOTES  OF  APPRECIATION.      Resolved,  that  this  convention  express 
its  thanks  and  appreciation  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor  .of  Calgary, 
to  the  clergymen  and  speakers  who  have  addressed  us,  to  the 
artists  who  have  entertained  us,  to  the  press  and  radio  for 
their  publicity,  to  the  management  and  staff  of  this  hotel  and 
to  all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  this 
Convention . 

Moved  Priestley,  Spencer  and  carried  with  applause. 

Resolved,  that  we,  the  delegates  and  officers  of  the  Thirty- 
First  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.   in  joint  convention 
assembled  send  our  greetings  and  best  wishes  for  continued 
health  and  hapr^iness  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H,  W.  Wood:  also  to 
Mrs.  James  Speakman.     Carried  with  applause. 


i 
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ORDSR  OF  BUSINESS  .     Committee  recornmended  that  we  now  consider 
a  constitutional  amendment  forwarded  from  the  U.F.W.A. 
Convention.     Carried.     Moved  Mrs.  Ross,  Church,  that  Clause 
seven  of  section  sixteen  he  amended  by  adding  the  words  "and 
shall  have  the  right  to  send  one  delegate  to  the  Annual 
Convention. " 

Carried. 

Moved  Kewley  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  various 
convention  committees.     Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Boutillier  be  now  given  the  priv- 
ilege of  bringing  in  a  resolution.  Carried. 

N0N-DELIV3]RY  GRAB-  STRIKE. 

^/Vhereas,  the  world  wheat  outlook,  according  to  the  best  author- 
ities is  for  one  of  the  largest  surpluses  in  historv  at  the 
close  of  the  present  crop  year  with  a  consequent  price 
collapse,  and 

^Vhereas,  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada,  because  of  the  mon- 
etary and  other  policies  of  the  Dominion  Government,  bore 


to  replace  and  repair  dete  rVated  equipment  and  continue  to 
carry  on,  and 

^Vheraas,  it  is  the  recognized  right  of  labor  to  strike  and  by 
this  means  labor  unions  have  been  successful  in  securing  a 
measure  of  economic  justice. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  event  of  impossible  price 
conditions  prevailing  at  the  opening  of  the  next  crop  season, 
that  this  convention  instruct  the  U.F.A.  Board  to  study  the 
feasibility  of  a  farm  strike  and  devise  ways  and  means  of 
putting  it  into  effect. 

Moved  Boutillier  and  seconded.    Lost  by  large  majority. 
Motion  to  adjourn  carried  at  10:45. 


the  brunt 


now  in  a  position 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING 


(Moved  Carl  Golvin  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
men and  staff  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  the 
convention.     Seconded  and  carried  with  applause.) 
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ADDRESSES  AND 
REPORTS 


Presented  to  the 


U.F.A.  CONVENTION 


MACDONALD  HOTEL,  EDMONTON 
JANUARY,  1940 


Address  of  President, 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
Mr.  Robert  Gardiner 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  once  more  extend  a  very  cordial  welcome 
to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this,  the  thirty-second  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  Due  to  the  outbreak 
of  War,  and  Canada's  participation  as  a  member  of  the  British 
Commonwealth  of  Nations,  we,  as  farmers,  are  faced  with  new 
problems.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  as  the  war  develops  fur- 
ther new  problems  will  arise  that  will  vitally  affect  agriculture.  The 
farmer's  interests  can  best  be  served  by  the  farm  organizations 
throughout  the  Dominion,  provided,  however,  that  the  farmers  give 
these  organizations  the  support  necessary  to  permit  them  to  func- 
tion efficiently.  I  feel  sure  that  this  Convention  will  take  such 
action  as  is  required  to  protect  the  farmers'  interests  insofar  as  we 
can  visualize  possible  future  developments. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  take  this  opportunity  to  convey  the  greetings 
of  this  Convention  to  those  who  are  listening  in.  Many  of  you  have 
attended  these  Conventions  in  the  past,  and  I  regret  the  circum- 
stances that  prevent  you  from  being  present  with  us  on  this  oc- 
casion. For  your  information  there  will  be  another  broadcast  from 
this  Convention  tonight  at  8:45  to  9:45  and  tomorrow  evening, 
Wednesday,  at  8:00  to  9:00.  I  trust  that  you  will  not  only  enjoy, 
but  will  secure  some  useful  information  from  these  broadcasts. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  record  the  passing  from  this  life 
of  many  of  our  members  during  the  year.  These  members  had  a 
vision,  the  vision  of  a  farm  movement  devoted  to  the  establishment 
of  equity  and  justice  to  all.  To  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
departed  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  Miss 
Birch,  and  also  to  the  other  members  of  the  staff  at  Head  Office. 
Their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Organization  merits  our 
approval. 

The  membership  and  financial  statements  will  be  placed  before 
you  for  consideration.  The  membership  statement  shows  an  in- 
crease of  about  two  thousand  members.  This  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment over  last  year,  but  is  far  below  what  it  should  be.  I  will  make 
further  comment  on  this  matter  later  in  my  address.  The  financial 
statement  shows  an  increase  of  $1,796.31  in  income. 

This  increase  is  due  entirely  to  increased  membership.  A  year 
ago  we  had  a  surplus  of  $16.83,  while  this  year  the  surplus  is  $20.19. 
You  will  remember  that  two  years  ago  we  had  a  deficit  of  $1,700.00. 
This  deficit  did  not  at  that  time  imperil  our  financial  standing  for 
the  reason  that  we  had  sufficient  surplus  assets  to  meet  the  deficit. 
We  realized,  however,  that  it  was  important  to  keep  the  Organiza- 
tion's financial  position  strong,  we  therefore  decided  to  keep  ex- 
penditures within  our  income.  This  we  have  accomplished  for  the 
last  two  years.  When  our  membership  was  much  larger  than  in  recent 
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years,  we  were  in  a  financial  position  to  give  to  our  members  and 
locals  more  services  than  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  recent  years. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  under  the  present  insecure  economic  con- 
ditions it  is  advisable  to  conserve  our  surplus  assets.  It  is  regret- 
able,  however,  that  services  must  be  curtailed  to  achieve  this  end. 

You  will  note  that  we  have  increased  our  expenditures  by 
$921.52  for  broadcasting.  Part  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  cam- 
paign necessary  to  secure  a  higher  minimum  price  for  wheat  than 
was  first  suggested  by  the  Dominion  Government.  Your  executive 
decided  that,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  farmers  depend  very 
largely  on  the  radio  for  information,  to  put  on  a  weekly  broadcast. 
This  weekly  broadcast  is  the  reason  for  the  increased  expenditure 
in  broadcasting.  Before  the  Convention  is  over  I  trust  that  we  may 
have  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  delegates  as  to  the  value 
of  these  broadcasts. 

The  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-Operative  Committee  will 
be  placed  before  you  for  your  consideration.  May  I  take  this  op- 
portunity of  congiatulating  the  Committee  in  their  success  last 
year.  The  report  will  show  a  substantial  increase  in  turnover.  To 
some  it  may  seen  remarkable  that,  having  regard  to  the  economic 
conditions  that  afflict  the  farmer,  sucli  an  increase  was  possible. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  remarkable  that  having  regard  to  the  savings 
effected  through  consumer  co-operation  the  development  has  not 
been  greater  than  we  have  up  to  the  present  experienced.  This 
slow  development  is,  I  believe,  due  to  two  important  factors,  first 
to  the  apathy  of  the  farm  people  of  the  Province,  and  secondly  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  unable  to  provide  all  the  facilities  necessary 
to  take  care  of  the  business  available.  May  I  repeat  what  I  stated 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  we  did  not  call  upon  our  members  to 
subscribe  the  necessary  capital.  The  staff  and  funds  of  the  U.F.A. 
Central  Office  were  used  for  many  years  to  promote  the  under- 
taking. The  result  is  that  such  facilities  as  we  have  acquired  are 
the  property  of  the  members  of  our  organization  and  are  available 
for  their  service.  It  depends  largely  upon  the  support  and  patron- 
age given  by  our  members  to  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative 
Association  as  to  when  we  will  have  sufficient  facilities  to  meet 
all  our  requirements.  Recently  a  visitor  from  the  United  States 
made  a  statement  that,  to  me,  was  significant.  It  was  to  this  effect: 
"That  the  purchasing  power  of  the  farmers  in  the  United  States  had 
built  up  many  privately  owned,  powerful  and  profitable  corpora- 
tions and  further  that  if  the  same  purchasing  power  was  used  co- 
operatively the  farmers  could  build  up  equally  powerful  organiza- 
tions that  would  be  owned  and  operated  for  their  service."  For 
many  years  educational  work  has  been  carried  on  in  an  endeavor 
to  create  interest  in,  and  support  for,  co-operative  activities.  The 
full  results  of  this  educational  work  is  not  yet  in  evidence.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  a  vision,  but  it  is  equally  important  that  a  vision 
be  given  practical  application.  Without  practical  application  a 
vision  is  useless.  To  the  extent  that  we  may  develop  consumer  co- 
operation, to  that  extent  it  will  increase  the  standard  of  living  in 
the  farm  homes  and  reduce  the  production  costs  on  our  Alberta 
farms.  Consumers  co-operation  will  not,  by  any  means,  solve  all 
our  economic  problems,  but  it  will  be  a  splendid  start  in  the  right 
direction.  May  the  coming  year  witness  increased  efforts  in  the 
development  of  our  co-operative  activities. 

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

It  is  important  that  the  farmers  of  Canada  give  close  attention 
to,  and  consideration  of,  international  affairs.   We  must  remember 
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that  we  produce  large  surpluses  of  agricultural  products,  for  which 
a  market  must  be  found  in  other  countries.  Any  major  upset  in 
the  relations  between  nations  may  have  the  effect  of  curtailing  in 
a  substantial  measure  the  opportunity  of  disposing  of  our  surplus 
farm  products.  It  is  only  twenty-one  years  since  the  termination 
of  the  Great  War.  In  this  short  space  of  time  we  have  witnessed  a 
drastic  curtailment  of  the  available  markets  for  our  wheat.  It  is 
acknowledged  that  Germany  and  the  powers  associated  with  her 
in  the  Great  War  were  forced  to  seek  an  armistice  and  cessation  of 
hostilities,  more  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  food  and  other  es- 
sential commodities,  than  from  military  exhaustion.  The  result 
of  this  situation  was  that  the  European  Countries  engaged  in  the 
war  developed  policies  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  supplies 
of  food  produced  at  home,  particularly  wheat.  It  was  not  until 
1929,  after  the  commencement  of  the  depression,  that  the  full 
effect  of  these  policies  was  felt  in  exporting  countries.  These  ex- 
porting countries  had  not  only  increased  substantially  their  acreage 
sown  to  wheat  and  coarse  grains,  but  had  also  increased  the  produc- 
tion of  other  farm  products  to  meet  the  demand  for  these  commodi- 
ties due  to  war,  and  after-the-war,  conditions.  May  I  suggest  for 
your  consideration  the  advisability  of  using  our  present  land  hold- 
ings and  equipment  as  efficiently  as  possible  for  the  production  of 
agricultural  products  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
War.  If,  later,  it  is  found  necessary  to  expand  substantially,  beyond 
the  capacity  of  our  present  holdings,  such  expansion  should  only 
be  undertaken  under  guarantees  from  the  Federal  Government  that 
the  farmer  will  not  suffer  from  the  drastic  reduction  of  prices  before 
a  substantial  amount  of  the  obligations,  due  to  expansion,  have  been 
met.  We  must  always  remember  the  huge  amount  of  farm  debt 
contracted  by  farmers  due  to  expansion  during  the  last  War.  Much 
of  this  debt  still  remains  to  be  paid.  We  should  avoid  all  possibility 
of  a  similar  catastrophe. 

May  we  now  take  a  glance  at  some  of  the  important  inter- 
national events  since  we  met  in  Convention  a  year  ago.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  world  has  there  been  such  an  outbreak  of  inter- 
national anarchy  as  occurred  during  the  last  year.  Japan  still  con- 
tinues to  invade  and  subdue  her  peaceful  neighbour,  China.  Italy 
invaded  and  took  possession  of  Albania.  Franco,  with  the  aid  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  defeated  the  constitutionally-elected  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  established  a  dictatorship,  thereby  preserving  the 
right  of  the  privileged  classes  to  continue  to  exploit  the  Spanish 
people.  Germany  invaded  and  dismembered  Czechoslovakia,  incor- 
porating the  province  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia  into  the  Reich, 
placing  the  government  of  Slovakia  under  the  control  of  German 
officials.  The  invasion  of  Poland  by  Germany  on  the  west  and 
Russia  on  the  east  was  the  reason  for  the  declaration  of  war  by  Great 
Britain,  France  and  the  British  Overseas  Dominions.  Recently  Rus- 
sia invaded  Finland.  This  is  a  list  of  the  more  important  events  in 
the  realm  of  international  affairs. 

THE  WAR 

In  less  than  twenty-one  years  after  the  termination  of  the  Great 
War,  Canada,  in  association  with  Great  Britain,  France  and  the 
other  British  Overseas  Dominions,  is  again  at  war  with  Germany. 
Canada's  declaration  of  war  was  made  by  Order-in-Council,  ap- 
proved by  His  Majesty  the  King,  after  the  Parliament  of  Canada 
had  been  consulted  and  had  given  its  assent  to  such  a  declaration. 
The  reason  for  the  declaration  of  war  was  because  Hitler  broke 
every  promise  he  made  to  respect  the  independence  of  smaller  nations 
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adjacent  to  Germany.  If  any  had  reason  to  doubt  the  necessity 
of  using  force  against  Germany  I  am  sure  that  doubt  has  been  re- 
moved when  we  remember  the  barbaric  and  unnecessary  slaughter 
of  Polish  women  and  children.  There  is  no  possibility  of  world 
peace  so  long  as  men  like  Hitler,  with  uncontrolled  passions,  remain 
in  positions  of  authority.  We  believe  in  democracy,  and  in  using 
democratic  methods  with  regard  to  our  internal  affairs.  Therefore, 
we  have  a  duty  to  perform  in  giving  all  the  assistance  within  our 
power  to  the  Allies  in  this  struggle,  which,  when  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion,  will  be  some  guarantee  that  all  nations,  large 
and  small,  will  have  the  right  to  govern  themselves  according  to 
their  own  needs  and  ideals. 

It  is  advisable  for  us  at  this  point  to  give  some  consideration 
to  the  causes  of  war.  I  have  stated  on  previous  occasions,  and  will 
again  repeat,  my  belief  that  the  cause  of  war  is  inherent  in  the 
present  economic  system,  and  that  until  the  cause  is  removed  there 
is  no  hope  of  permanent  peace.  To  remove  this  cause  will  require 
democratic  action  in  every  country.  That  is  the  main  reason,  in 
my  judgment,  why  it  is  so  necessary  that  the  right  to  democratic 
action  should  be  preserved  in  as  many  countries  as  possible.  It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  the  profit  motive,  and  the  resultant  concentra- 
tion of  wealth,  is  primarily  responsible  for  all  wars.  We  were  told 
that  the  Great  War  was  being  fought  to  prevent  future  wars.  Fur- 
ther to  this  end  the  League  of  Nations  was  set  up  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Great  War.  We  had  great  hopes  that  the  League  would 
function  efficiently  in  the  settling  of  disputes  between  nations,  and 
that  war  in  the  future  would  be  impossible.  Our  hope  in  the  League 
of  Nations  has  faded.  The  League  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
non-existent  as  an  instrument  in  preventing  war.  The  reason  for  the 
League's  failure  is  quite  apparent.  The  delegates  to  the  League's 
conventions,  representing  the  member  nations  of  the  League, 
were  invariably  the  representatives  of  the  privileged  classes  in 
thir  own  countries.  They  were  interested  in  preserving  the  eco- 
nomic status  quo,  that  is  to  say,  the  right  to  continue  to  exploit  the 
masses  through  profit.  Under  these  conditions  the  League,  as  an 
instrument  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  was  bound  to,  and  did,  fail. 

We,  in  Canada,  are  proud  to  claim  that  we  are  a  democracy, 
and  further  that  the  present  war  is  being  fought  to  preserve  demo- 
cratic institutions.  This  claim  is  only  partially  true.  It  is  true  to 
say  that  we  have  developed  democratic  methods  in  regard  to  our 
political  institutions,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
press,  free  speech  and  assembly,  and  freedom  of  faith  in  religious 
questions.  We  have,  however,  failed  to  complete  our  democratic 
set-up,  for  the  reason  that  we  have  failed  to  provide  for  economic 
democracy.  So  long  as  we  fail  to  provide  for  economic  democracy 
war  is  inevitable.  For  example,  Canada  covers  a  large  area.  This 
area  contains  large  quantities  of  valuable  natural  resources,  to- 
gether with  some  of  the  best  agricultural  land  on  the  globbe.  We 
have  large  quantities  of  the  most  up-to-date  machinery  for  pro- 
duction. We  have  a  population  of  less  than  eleven  million  people. 
A  very  small  population  for  such  a  large  territory.  There  are  about 
four  to  five  hundred  thousand  persons  unemployed.  There  are 
more  than  one  million  on  relief.  If  we  had  economic  democracy  we 
would  provide  plans  to  permit  all  the  physically  fit  to  have  the  use 
of  machinery  and  natural  resources,  or  to  render  service  in  some 
other  capacity,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  economic  needs.  The 
standard  of  living  could  be  made  much  higher  than  the  average 
standard  of  today,  and  the  value  of  this  higher  standard  of  living 
would  be  subject  only  to  the  extent  and  value  of  our  natural  re- 
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soux'ces,  plus  our  ability  to  pi'oduce  leal  wealth  with  the  labour, 
machinery  and  processes  available.  This  would  be  economic  democ- 
racy. There  would  be  no  possibility  of  one  class  exploiting  the  other 
classes  through  profit.  Every  person  would  receive  full  value  in 
real  wealth  for  services  rendered.  Our  first  duty  is  to  win  the  war 
in  order  to  retain  what  measure  of  democracy  we  now  possess.  When 
this  has  been  accomplished  we  can  then,  through  constitutional 
methods,  develop  an  economic  democracy.  When  this  has  been  done 
then  we  can  say  that  we  have  accomplished  two  important  thangs; 
i.e.,  provided  economic  security  for  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time 
eliminated  the  possibility  of  future  wars.  Unless  we  are  willing,  when 
the  war  is  over,  to  establish  economic  democracy,  although  we  have 
won  the  war  we  shall  again  lose  the  peace,  as  we  have  done  since 
the  Great  War.  The  present  war  is  more  than  ample  evidence  that 
we  lost  the  peace  after  the  last  war.  It  would  probably  be  more 
correct  to  say  that  we  never  had  a  real  peace  after  the  Great  War. 
The  time  between  these  two  wars  should  be  described,  not  as  a 
period  of  peace,  but  as  an  interlude  in  which  the  economic  forces, 
peculiar  to  the  present  system,  were  gathering  the  momentum  that 
made  the  present  war  inevitable.  The  people  of  this,  and  other, 
countries  will  have  to  choose  between  economic  democracy  or  re- 
curring wars.  There  is  no  middle  ground.  It  is  useless  to  hope  for 
permanent  peace  so  long  as  class  is  arraigned  against  class,  and 
national  against  nation,  in  order  to  gain  control  of  economic  forces 
profitable  to  those  who  are  in  control.  When  these  economic  forces 
are  controlled  in  the  interest  of  all  the  people  and  in  the  interest  of 
all  the  nations,  then  permanent  peace  will  be  possible. 

AGRICULTURE 

In  the  time  intervening  between  our  last  Convention  and  the 
declaration  of  war,  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  prices  secured 
for  agricultural  products.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  tendency  was 
towards  lower,  rather  than  higher,  prices.  Since  war  was  declared 
there  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  prices  of  some  farm  com- 
modities, but  I  am  sure  that  with  the  increase  in  the  prices  of  some 
of  the  goods  the  farmer  must  purchase,  on  balance,  there  has  been 
no  general  improvement  in  the  economic  position  of  the  farmer. 
We  had  a  more  bountiful  harvest,  a?  a  Province,  than  the  previous 
year,  particularly  in  the  dry  areas.  The  better  crop  condition  has 
created  a  welcome  improvement  in  the  dry  areas,  but  because  of  the 
low  initial  price  paid  for  wheat  the  returns  are  insufficient  to  provide 
for  other  than  bare  necessities.  With  a  much  larger  crop  than  a  year 
ago,  the  estimated  crop  value  is  slightly  below  the  value  of  last 
year's  crop.  If  the  trend  to  higher  wheat  prices  continues  it  may  be 
possible  that  the  producer  will  receive  a  further  payment  upon  wheat 
delivered  to  the  Wheat  Board.  This  illustrates  the  importance  of 
prices  received  by  the  farmer  for  his  produce.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  farmer  should  not  be  content  to  endure  the  present  conditions 
longer  than  is  necessary,  to  organize  to  effectively  change  these  con- 
ditions. Why  we  should,  or  be  expected  to,  continue  to  produce  food 
for  the  Canadian  people  at  a  price,  with  occasional  exceptions,  that 
does  not  pay  the  average  cost  of  production,  is  beyond  my  under- 
standing. This  is  what  we  have  been  doing  for  the  last  ten  years. 
There  is  no  other  class  of  producer,  that  I  am  aware  of,  that  is  so 
stupid  as  to  continue  this  practice.  In  all  my  thirty-seven  years' 
experience  as  a  farmer  in  Western  Canada,  I  have  never  seen  the 
future  welfare  of  agi-iculture  as  hopeless  as  at  present.  There  is  no 
need  for  the  continuation  of  this  condition  if  we,  as  farmers,  had 
sufficient  sense  to  look  after  our  own  interests. 
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Before  I  proceed  further  with  this  matter  I  am  going  toi  place  on 
record  some  facts  that  should  make  every  farmer  in  Canada  sit  up 
and  take  notice.  I  have  given  these  facts  before  in  public  addresses, 
and  over  the  radio,  but  I  wish  to  include  them  in  this  address  so  that 
there  will  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  these  facts.  In  order  that 
I  may  not  prejudice  the  farmers'  interests,  I  am  not  going  to  use  facts 
and  figures  collected  by  myself,  but  am  going  to  use  figures  from  a 
pamphlet  distributed  by  the  Massey-Harris  Implement  Company  of 
Canada,  under  the  title  of :  "The  Price  of  Things  the  Farmer  Buys." 
In  this  pamphlet  they  print  a  chart.  This  is  what  they  say  as  to  how 
to  read  the  chart:  "The  1937  retail  price  index  of  various  manufac- 
tured goods  purchased  for  the  farm  is  listed  in  the  column  at  the  right. 
The  figures  shown  indicate  in  percentage  the  relationship  of  the 
1937  price  of  the  article  to  the  1913  price,  which  is  based  on  100. 
To  determine  how  much  an  article  has  increased  in  percentage  since 
1931,  subtract  100  from  the  figure  shown.  When  there  has  been  a 
decrease  since  1913  the  percentage  is  obtained  by  subtracting  the 
figure  shown  from  100."  On  thirty-three  articles  these  increases 
range  all  the  way  from  5.4%  on  tapestry  curtains  to  160%  on  butter 
churns,  with  an  average  increase  of  70%.  Here  are  a  few  of  the 
other  articles  and  the  percentage  of  increase: 

Cream  Separator    38.5% 

Brooms  (household)    54.7% 

Flannelette  Blankets      56.3% 

Mower    67.5% 

Grain  Drill   71.4% 

Grain  Binder    75.3% 

Dinner  Dishes    83.6% 

Floor  Oilcloth      96.4% 

Grey  Wool  Blankets   97.7% 

Kitchen  Chairs    117.8% 

Denim  Overalls     123.5% 

Only  six  commodities  are  listed  as  being  sold  at  below  the  1913 
prices.    They  are  as  follows,  with  the  percentage  decrease: 
Copper  Wash  Boiler   9.4% 

3  H.P.  Engine  (on  skids)    25.0% 

Gasoline      33.8% 

Tractor  15-30  H.P   36.0% 

Tractor  10-20  H.P.    44.8% 

4  Furrow  Tractor  Plow    48.0% 

May  I  remind  you  that  the  1937  type  of  engine,  tractor,  and 
tractor  plow  was  not  in  existence  in  1913.  Therefore  I  query  these 
figures.  This  leaves  two  commodities  that  were  sold  in  1937  at  a 
price  lower  than  in  1913:  copper  wash  boilers  and  gasoline.  The 
pamphlet  does  not  give  similar  information  in  regard  to  the  prices 
of  agricultural  products  for  the  years  1913  and  1937.  With  the 
exception  of  hogs  since  1933  and  wheat  for  a  portion  of  the  grain 
year  of  1937-38,  the  price  of  all  other  farm  commodities  was  lower 
in  1937  than  in  1913.  These  lower  prices  of  farm  products  in  con- 
junction with  the  increased  price  of  the  goods  the  farmer  must  pur- 
chase is  wholly  responsible  for  the  present  economic  insecurity  of 
the  farmer.  It  is  true  that  poor  crop  conditions  in  some  areas  was  a 
Contributing  factor,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  disparity  in  prices  was 
equally  important.  If  this  condition  had  only  been  in  existence 
for  a  short  time  we  could  have  some  hope  that  there  would  be  an 
improvement  in  the  near  future.  But  this  condition  has  been  in 
existence  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  there  is  nothing  in  sight  that 
would  lead  one  to  hope  for  an  improvement  in  the  future.  As 
farmers  we  have  done  many  things  calculated  to  improve  our  eco- 
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nomic  position.  Some  of  these  attempts  have  been  successful,  and 
some  have  ended  in  failure.  Through  our  consumer  and  producer 
co-operative  activities  we  have  reduced  somewrhat  the  gap  that  has 
existed  between  the  price  received  by  the  farmer  and  the  average 
cost  of  production.  A  continuation  of  these  activities  is  essential, 
but  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  drastic  legislation  is  required 
to  meet  the  situation.  This  legislation  should  make  provision  for  the 
setting  up  of  a  Board,  on  which  the  producer  and  consumer  would  be 
represented,  and  endowed  with  ample  power  to  ascertain  the  average 
cost  of  producing  farm  produce  in  Canada,  and  the  setting  of  a 
minimum  price  that  would  return  to  the  producer  the  average  cost 
of  production.  There  is  no  serious  difficulty  that  stands  in  the  way 
of  this  being  done.  It  has  been  done  in  other  countries  with  beneficial 
results  to  the  farmer.  The  only  difficulty  that  stands  in  the  way  is 
the  necessity  of  convincing  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Canada,  that  legislation  of  this  character  is  required  for  the 
preservation  of  Canada's  largest  industry.  The  legislation  that  I 
have  suggested  is  necessary  to  save  agriculture  from  utter  ruin,  but 
it  would  also  be  in  the  interests  of  our  secondary  industries,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  increase  enormously  the  purchasing  power  of  the  farmer. 
Objections  may  be  taken  to  this  proposal  on  the  ground  that  the 
price  of  farm  produce  consumed  in  Canada  would  be  higher  than 
the  price  received  for  similar  produce  exported.  This  contention 
would  be  correct,  and  if  it  were  not  so  then  it  would  be  of  no  value 
to  the  producer,  and  for  the  reason  that  we  need  higher  prices  than 
we  are  receiving  for  farm  produce  exported  in  order  to  meet  the 
average  cost  of  production.  We  know  that  the  export  price,  at 
present,  determines  the  price  of  these  commodities  consumed  in 
Canada.  In  order  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  minimum 
price  set  for  farm  produce  consumed  in  Canada  and  the  price  received 
for  that  poi-tion  exported,  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose  processing 
and  such  other  taxes  as  are  necessary.  I  know  that  there  will  be 
strong  objections  raised  against  the  imposition  of  any  kind  of  taxes 
for  this  purpose.  Ever  since  the  inauguration  of  the  so-called  na- 
tional policy  in  the  early  years  of  Confederation,  the  Governments 
and  Parliament  of  Canada  have  been  imposing  direct  and  indirect 
taxes  in  the  interests  of  our  secondary  industries.  The  majority  of 
the  owners  of  these  industries  have  become  extremely  wealthy  under 
this  policy.  There  is  no  class  in  Canada  that  has  contributed  more 
in  real  wealth- to  support,  this  policy  than  the  farmers  throughout 
the  Dominion.  The  time  has  arrived  when  we  must  demand,  and 
secure,  equal  treatment.  If  there  are  any  other  proposals  that  will 
provide  for  the  economic  security  of  the  farmer  to  the  extent  that 
I  have  suggested,  and  are  more  acceptable  than  what  I  have  sug- 
gested, I  will  be  delighted  to  consider  such  proposals.  May  I  recom- 
mend for  your  consideration  these  proposals,  in  the  hope  that  we 
can  concentrate  our  efforts  in  such  a  manner  that  we  may  procure 
the  economic  secuiity  that  the  farmers  are  justly  entitled  to. 

ORGANIZATION 

In  recent  months  I  have  received  many  letters  suggesting  that 
the  U.F.A.  set-up  is  out  of  date,  and  therefore  incapable  of  serving 
efficiently  the  farmers'  interests.  Every  person  who  has  written 
to  me  along  those  lines  has  suggested  that  we  organize  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  trade  unions.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  idea  has 
gained  some  support  because  of  the  criticism  of  the  U.F.A.  by  some 
groups  of  farmers  in  various  parts  of  the  Province.  At  first  their 
criticism  of  the  organization  was  confined  to  the  fact  that  the 
U.F.A.  was  in  politics.  Since  the  U.F.A.  abandoned  political  action 
they  had  to  find  other  excuses  for  criticism,  and  the  suggestion  that 
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we  organize  along  trade  union  lines  appears  to  be  one  of  their 
favourites.  Before  I  came  to  Canada  I  was  a  member  of  a  trade 
union.  Since  I  have  been  in  Canada  I  have  kept  in  touch  with  trade 
unions.  In  Great  Britain  and  in  Canada  the  trade  union  set-up  is 
identical.  This  set-up  is  the  best  that  the  trade  unionists  have  been 
able  to  devise  to  meet  their  particular  requirements.  Futhermore, 
I  assert,  there  is  no  noticeable  difference  between  the  trade  union 
set-up  and  the  present  U.F.A.  set-up.  The  trade  unions  have  their 
locals,  just  the  same  as  the  U.F.A.  They  hold  conventions  composed 
of  their  elected  officers  and  delegates  appointed  by  the  members 
of  the  various  locals,  just  the  same  as  the  U.F.A.  The  officers  of 
the  trade  unions  are  elected  by  the  delegates  at  their  Convention, 
just  the  same  as  the  U.F.A.  The  trade  union  is  controlled  from  the 
gi'ound  up,  and  further  the  policies  of  the  union  are  determined  by 
the  membe)  s  of  the  organization  in  a  democratic  manner,  just  the 
same  as  the  U.F.A. 

Another  criticism  is  that  the  U.F.A.  is  not  prepared  to  take  direct 
action  similar  to  what  the  trade  unions  have  done.  In  this  regard 
I  can  only  express  my  own  opinion.  Personally,  I  think  it  may  be 
necessary  that  some  time  in  the  future  the  farmers,  in  order  to 
secure  the  equity  and  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled,  may  be 
forced  to  consider  the  possibilities  of  direct  action.  May  I  express 
the  opinion  that  direct  action  should  be  considered  as  a  last  resort 
when,  after  all  other  methods  available  have  been  used,  we  have 
failed  to  attain  our  objective.  If,  in  the  future,  we  are  forced  to 
consider  direct  action  there  are  a  few  points  that  must  be  kept  in 
mind.  Is  the  objective  we  have  in  mind  of  sufficient  value  to  com- 
pensate for  the  hardships  that  direct  action  will  entail?  A  very  care- 
ful study  of  all  the  factors  involved,  in  order  to  determine  as  to 
whether  the  direct  action  contemplated  will  be  reasonably  sure  of 
attaining  our  objective  will  have  to  be  made.  Will  the  farmers  in 
whose  interests  direct  action  is  suggested  pledge  themselves  in  suf- 
ficient number  to  make  direct  action  a  success;  what  percentage 
of  farmers  pledged  to  support  direct  action  will  be  necessary  to 
success.  These,  and  points  that  time  will  not  permit  of  discussion  at 
present,  will  have  to  be  carefully  analysed  before  we  are  in  a  position 
to  determine  as  to  the  success  of  direct  action. 

At  this  point  I  am  going  to  ask  and  answer  a  question.  My 
question  is  this:  does  the  crux  of  the  matters  that  I  have  been  dis- 
cussing lie  in  the  present  form  or  set-up  of  our  farm  organizations 
and  their  policies?  My  answer  to  this  question  is  an  emphatic  "no." 
The  crux  of  the  question  lies  in  a  different  direction.  I  believe  that 
the  crux  of  the  question  is  to  be  found  in  the  attitude  of  the  in- 
dividual farmer.  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  this  belief.  When  I  was 
a  member  of  a  trade  union  I  had  many  conversations  with  men  who 
had  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  building  up  the  membership 
of  the  union.  Many  of  them  told  me  that  they  had  gieat  difficulty 
in  organizing  the  workers,  for  the  reason  that  the  workers  were  not 
conscious  of  their  class  interests,  and  the  necessity  of  class  solidarity. 
They  also  told  me  that  to  the  extent  that  they  were  able  to  convince 
the  workers  of  the  necessity  of  being  conscious  of  their  class  interests, 
to  that  extent  were  they  in  a  position  to  build  up  their  unions,  and 
as  they  gained  strength  their  union  was  in  a  position  to  better  serve 
the  interests  of  its  members. 

The  membership  of  the  U.F.A.  today  is  about  9,000.  In  1921  the 
membership  was  37,721.  Except  those  who  have  passed  on,  or  have 
given  up  farming,  everyone  of  the  37,721  farm  people  who  were 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  in  1921  would  still  be  members,  provided 
they  had  been  conscious  of  their  class  interests.   It  is  because  they 
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were  not  conscious  of  their  class  interests  that  so  many  of  them 
are  not  now  members.  Had  they  been  conscious  of  their  class  in- 
terests they  would  net  have  used  petty  and  insignificant  matters 
as  reasons  for  withdrawing  their  membership  from  that  organization. 

I  have  dwelt  at  some  length  with  this  question  for  the  reason 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  must  we  permit  trifles  to  divide  our 
ranks.  Solidarity  in  the  ranks  of  the  farm  people  of  the  Province 
is  the  first  essential  necessary  to  success,  in  any  endeavor  cal- 
culated to  improve  the  economic  security  of  the  farming  industry. 

This  address  would  be  incomplete  if  I  did  not  make  reference 
to  the  visit  of  Their  Majesties,  the  King  and  Queen.  It  was  a  his- 
torical event,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  first  time  a  reigning  Monai'ch 
and  his  Consort  had  visited  Canada.  The  warmth  of  their  reception 
demonstrated  the  esteem  held  for  Their  Majesties  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Canadian  people.  May  Their  Majesties  long  live  to  occupy  the 
throne,  and  find  peace,  contentment,  and  happiness  in  the  service 
of  the  Empire. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  the  hope  that  delegates  and  visitors 
to  this  Convention  will  be  inspired  to  continue  their  efforts  in  de- 
veloping the  spirit  of  co-operation  amongst  the  farm  people  of 
Alberta  that  is  so  essential  to  secure  better  and  happier  times  for 
those  who  cultivate  the  soil. 
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Annual  Address  U.F.W.A.  President 
Mrs.  Malloy  Berger 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  bring  greetings  from  the  Women'.-; 
Section,  to  extend  our  best  wishes  and  to  express  the  desire  that 
this  Convention  will  prove  most  successful.  I  would  also  like  to 
say  that  I  trust  the  result  of  your  deliberations  will  bear  evidence 
to  the  fact  that  the  discussions  of  the  problems  which  we  face  today 
have  been  unprejudiced,  sane,  and  reasonable.  We  need,  above  all 
else,  to  retain  our  ability  to  place  things  in  their  true  perspective — 
mass  hysteria  can  be  developed  so  quickly  and  easily. 

The  women  of  this  organization  are  this  year  celebrating  their 
25th  anniversary.  Twenty-five  years  of  service  such  as  the  U.F.W.A. 
has  rendered  is  a  record  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud,  for  we 
have  wielded  a  mighty  influence  for  good  in  the  life  of  Albertans. 
Anniversaries  naturally  recall  bygone  days  with  their  triumphs  and 
failures.  To  those  of  us  who  are  charged  with  responsibility  today 
this  anniversary  brings  a  keen  sense  of  appreciation  to  the  pioneer 
women  in  this  Movement  who  had  a  vision  and  an  ideal,  for  which 
they  worked  tirelessly  and  unceasingly.  To  them  we  owe  a  great 
deal,  for  they  have  given  us  the  medium  through  which  we  can  help 
ourselves,  as  well  as  our  fellow-beings,  along  the  pathway  of  life. 
The  work  they  did,  accomplished  under  even  greater  handicaps  than 
those  of  today,  should  prove  an  inspiration  to  us.  It  should  arouse 
us  from  our  apathy  and  indifference,  for  they  too,  laboured  and 
worked  when  the  forces  of  destruction  were  raging  around  about 
them.  One  often  hears  people  speak  longingly  of  "the  good  old  days," 
but  to  me  a  desire  to  go  back  to  the  old  ways,  which  have  failed  us 
and  which  have  failed  to  bring  to  the  greatest  number  the  greatest 
good,  is  not  courage.  It  is  cowardice.  Time  marches  on  and  change 
is  inevitable.  It  is,  therefore,  our  job  to  see  that  these  changes 
are  wise  changes,  bringing  to  our  people  the  greatest  measure  of 
happiness  and  contentment  possible. 

In  this  connection,  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  that  it  is 
possible  we  have  been  a  little  lax  in  realizing  that  perhaps  there  is 
a  necessity  for  finding  new  ways  and  means  of  accomplishing  those 
ends  which  we  seek.  All  over  the  world  a  clamour  is  being  made  for 
effective  farmer  organization.  We  must  not  be  unmindful  that  con- 
ditions have  changed  a  great  deal  since  the  inception  of  this  organ- 
ization, and  must  not  be  unmindful  that  if  we  are  to  survive  and 
render  the  service  which  is  required  of  us,  it  may  be  found  necessary 
to  change,  in  some  details  at  least,  the  set-up  of  our  own  Movement. 
That  thought  is  worthy  of  our  attention  and  should  be  one  of  the 
main  objectives  of  this  Convention.  Before  I  go  on,  I  would  like 
to  qualify  this  statement  by  saying  that  I  do  not  believe  any  other 
organization  on  the  North  American  continent  has  so  painstakingly 
and  unselfishly  worked  in  the  interests  of  the  men  and  women  of  the 
land,  but  our  loyalty  to  such  a  splendid  movement  and  its  achieve- 
ments must  not  blind  us  to  the  fact  that  we  may  have  to  make  some 
changes. 

1939  has  passed — a  year  which  will  be  written  of  largely  in  the 
pages  of  history.    To  individuals,  in  common  with  other  years,  it  has 


12 


brought  its  hopes  and  fears,  its  joys  and  its  sorrows.  To  us,  as  an 
organization,  it  has  marked  an  endeavour  to  rebuild  anew  upon  the 
foundations  laid  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  To  us,  as  a  nation, 
it  has  brought  again  the  tragedy  of  war  with  all  its  suffering  and 
horror,  but  it  has  also  brought  to  us  as  a  nation  an  opportunity  to 
work  and  labour  for  the  retention  of  our  liberty  and  rights  as  indiv- 
iduals, and  to  assist  in  the  bringing  about  of  a  better  state  of  affairs 
the  world  over.  To  many  of  us  who  have  worked  unceasingly  in  the 
interests  of  world  peace  and  who  had  hoped  and  prayed  that  the 
peoples  of  the  world  would  have  found  the  way  to  iron  out  their 
differences  through  some  medium  other  than  war,  1939  has  been 
a  gi'eat  disappointment.  Nevertheless  we  are  determined  that  we 
shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  in  order  that  we  can  stamp  out  those 
forces  which  take  from  the  peoples  of  the  earth  their  right  to  those 
liberties  which  make  life  worthwhile.  We  are  also  determined  that 
we  shall  know  the  causes  of  warfare  and  recognize  the  fact  that  trade 
policies  pursued  by  other  nations  have  forced  the  belligerent  nations 
to  use  force  to  attain  raw  materials  and  markets  which  are  essential 
to  the  lives  of  their  peoples.  The  peoples  of  the  old  land,  in  some 
instances,  are  too  despondent  and  too  desperate  to  think  for  them- 
selves. The  problems  of  unemployment  have  been  solved  largely 
through  the  building-up  of  large  armies  and  putting  men  and  women 
to  work  in  munition  factories.  If  we  are  to  find  permanent,  lasting, 
peace  for  which  the  people  of  the  democratic  countries  are  working, 
we  must  realize  that  relations  between  all  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
must  be  such  that  all  people  are  given  an  opportunity  to  earn  a 
livelihood  for  themselves  and  their  dependents  commensurate  with 
their  ability  to  produce  goods  and  services.  The  fact  that  thinking 
people  everywhere  are  asking  themselves  the  question,  "After  the 
war,  what?"  is  encouraging. 

The  first  line  of  defence  of  any  nation  is  the  welfare  of  its 
people.  The  first  line  is  not  its  battleships,  aeroplanes,  or  submarines, 
it  is  the  morale  of  the  nation,  and  this  depends  upon  the  physical 
fitness,  of  the  people.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  our  line  of  attack. 
If  we  are  to  keep  faith  with  those  who  are  fighting  for  the  retention 
of  our  liberty,  and  for  justice  as  we  would  have  it,  then  our  main 
purpose  should  be,  first,  to  lend  our  support  to  the  prosecution  of 
this  war  in  every  way  possible;  second,  to  change  conditions  in  our 
own  land  to  ensure  people  of  the  standard  of  living  to  which  they 
are  justly  entitled;  and  third,  to  be  prepared  to  make  peace  on  a 
basis  which  will  prove  more  permanent  and  lasting  than  that  which 
followed  the  last  war. 

Democratic  forms  of  government,  which  are  perhaps  the  best 
forms  of  government  yet  devised  by  mankind,  must  justify  them- 
selves in  the  eyes  of  the  people  if  they  are  to  survive.  George 
Bernard  Shaw  is  credited  with  answering  the  question  of  whether 
he  believed  democracy  could  be  made  to  work  by  saying  that  he 
didn't  know  for  it  had  never  been  tried.  While  not  agreeing  with 
this  in  its  entirety,  there  is  nevertheless  a  great  deal  of  truth  in 
that  assertion.  The  job  of  making  democracy  work  more  largely  in 
the  interests  of  all  the  people  is  ours.  Democracy  cannot  be  made 
to  function  properly  without  the  closest  co-operation  of  each  and 
every  individual ;  its  very  purpose  is  thwarted  and  frustrated  when 
individuals  of  a  nation  are  inclined  to  put  more  and  more  power  in 
the  hands  of  governments. 

Naturally,  the  problems  of  agriculture  loom  largely  in  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.  In  the  old  days,  a  farmer  found  if  he 
selected  a  good  piece  of  land  on  which  to  homestead,  if  he  worked 
with  nature,  in  spite  of  failures  and  handicaps,  there  was  enough  to 
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go  round  for  himself  and  his  family.  No  one  was  worried  about 
over-production  then.  Things  that  were  produced  on  the  farm  were 
eaten  and  worn  and  used.  It  has  only  been  during  recent  years  that 
we  have  had  the  bogey  of  over-production  held  up  before  us.  There 
is  no  over-production  .  .  .  there  is  want  and  poverty  and  doing  without 
on  every  hand,  and  the  problem  cannot  be  solved  by  cutting  down 
and  restricting  the  use  of  what  we  produce.  It  can  only  be  solved 
by  producing  more  and  making  it  more  readily  available  to  those 
who  require  it  for  their  well  being. 

The  matter  goes  even  more  deeply  than  into  the  problems  of 
agriculture  and  industrial  production,  for  freedom  and  prosperity 
must  go  hand  in  hand.  Today  we  are  confused  in  our  thinking, 
feeling  that  we  must  fight  for  our  liberty,  and  after  that  has  been 
acquired  we  must  begin  the  battle  for  prosperity.  Nothing  is  further 
from  the  truth — read  the  pages  of  the  past  if  you  doubt  this  assertion. 
Any  nation  composed  of  prosperous  people  cannot  be  enslaved.  Rich 
as  we  are  in  natural  resources  we  cannot  continue  along  the  path  of 
scarcity  and  poverty,  if  we  are  to  be  a  free  nation  .  Take  the  illus- 
tration of  a  family  which  is  happy  and  contented.  There  is  enough 
to  go  around,  plenty  of  food  and  adequate  clothing,  and  everyone 
is  satisfied — but  what  happens  when  there  is  not  enough  to  go 
around,  and  food  and  clothing  are  being  rationed  among  the  members 
of  that  family?  Therein  lies  the  answer  as  to  why  dictatorships 
rise,  and  people  lose  their  liberty  and  freedom.  When  scarcity  grips 
a  nation,  its  peoples  become  bewildered  and  lose  their  capacity  to 
think  in  sane  terms.  Let  me  quote  from  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin: — 

"The  rise  of  dictators,  the  destruction  of  democracy,  and 
the  spectre  of  another  world  war  (this  was  written  before 
September)  have  one  underlying  cause:  the  failure  to  produce 
enough  real  wealth  to  support  a  secure  and  adequate  standard 
of  living.  If  there  is  plenty  to  go  around  there  is  security, 
happiness  and  tolerance  throughout  the  land.  If  there  is  not 
enough,  people  reluctantly  turn  to  some  public  authority  to 
use  its  control  to  divide  what  there  is — some  call  it  sharing 
wealth — but  that  is  not  sharing  wealth :  that  is  sharing  scarcity. 
It  is  time  to  recognize  and  assert  this  fundamental  truth: 
American  freedom  is  rooted  in  American  abundance.  To 
retain  that  freedom  we  must  keep  our  human  and  natural  re- 
sources harnessed  in  productive  work.  Religious  liberty, 
political  liberty,  economic  liberty — these  liberties,  that  have 
made  America  the  land  of  opportunity,  are  like  the  super- 
structure of  a  building.  It  is  futile  to  try  to  save  the  upper 
stories  when  dry  rot  is  attacking  the  foundation  timbers." 

We  of  the  U.F.A.  have  advocated  and  worked  for  many  reforms 
in  our  social  life.  We  recognize  the  necessity  for  sharing  our  income 
with  the  old,  the  youngsters  who  require  Tt;  and  the  necessity  for 
caring  for  the  sick  in  our  midst.  It  is  not  only  humane,  it  is  good 
business.  But  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  see  how  we  can  go  on 
continuing  to  pay  large  numbers  of  people,  willing  and  ready  to 
work  in  creating  and  building  up  our  country,  to  do  nothing.  No 
nation  can  stand  the  strain' of  paying  people  not  to  work  nor  produce. 
We  cannot  afford  it.  We  are  not,  however,  too  poor  to  give  our 
people  who  are  eager  to  work  the  opportunity  to  support  themselves, 
and  by  their  efl'orts  to  add  to  the  wealth  of  our  nation.  There  is  a 
fundamental  truth  in  this  equation — "work  plus  material  equals 
wealth." 

For  the  past  few  years  in  particular,  we  have  gone  on  the 
assumption  that  prosperity  for  the  farmer  would  come  from  higher 
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prices  for  a  smaller  volume  of  production.  We  have  cut  down  the 
production  of  the  factory  and  industrial  plants.  Labour  has  tried 
to  get  higher  wages  for  its  work,  by  cutting  down  the  output  of  the 
worker.  Thousands  of  people  have  been  kept  from  producing  goods 
and  services  so  sadly  needed,  by  being  placed  on  our  relief  rolls. 
Again  quoting  from  the  gentleman  above  referred  to :  "A  little  simple 
arithmetic  gives  the  answer.  Less  from  agriculture,  less  from  industry 
and  business,  and  less  from  labour  can  only  equal  less  for  all,  instead 
of  more  for  all." 

The  policy  we  have  pursued  has  resulted  in  thousands  of  our 
people  being  ill-fed,  ill-clothed  and  ill-housed.  So  we  produce  less 
and  less  of  their  requirements.  To  me  the  whole  thing  is  too  foolish 
to  be  tolerated  a  great  deal  longer,  and  it  would  not  be,  if  we  could' 
shake  both  farmer  and  labourer  from  his  apathy  and  indifference, 
and  his  feeling  of  defeatism,  which  seems  to  be  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  As  I  said  before,  every  loyal  Canadian  must  make  the 
successful  prosecution  of  this  war  his  first  concern,  but  nothing  can 
be  more  disastrous  to  the  life  of  this  nation  than  the  idea  that  the 
temporary  prosperity  which  the  prosecution  of  the  war  will  bring  to 
Canadian  people  will  solve  our  problems.  Surely  we  want  to  be 
prepared  to  put  those  mon  who  come  back  from  the  war  into  useful 
occupations  where  they  may  be  happy  and  carefree.  Surely  nothing 
less  is  good  enough  for  them.  That  job  is  ours;  we  are  fighting  on 
the  home  front — they  are  fighting  on  the  Seigfried  line,  in  the  air 
and  on  the  sea. 

It  is  true  this  is  a  big  job.  If  we  start  producing  more  there  is 
the  problem  of  distributing  our  abundance.  The  answer  does  not  lie 
in  any  one,  or  simple,  formulae.  We  have  geared  our  farms  and 
factories  to  mass  production,  our  whole  lives  are  geared  to  that  type 
of  economy.  There  can  be  no  turning  back.  To  sum  it  up,  there  are 
idle  men  wating  to  be  put  to  work:  there  are  thousands  of  farms 
waiting  to  produce  those  things  which  are  required  by  those  who 
are  now  wanting  to  work.  Governments  must  cut  through  red  tape 
and  act — building  new  homes  for  our  people,  doing  all  those  things' 
which  are  so  sorely  needed,  and  once  we  put  people  back  to  work 
producing  those  things  which  thousands  are  doing  without  today,  we 
will  have  begun  to  woi-k  out  our  solution.  To  me  what  is  needed 
more  than  anything  else  today  is  good  sound  common  sense.  If 
Governments  can  control  farming  opei'ations,  restricting  production 
and  encouraging  production  in  certain  lines,  a  plan  whereby  the 
production  can  be  used  can  also  be  effected.  Our  idle  resources  and 
our  idle  people  must  be  brought  together,  thereby  opening  a  new 
frontier — not  a  geographic  one,  which  in  days  gone  past  proved  the 
solution  when  the  wheels  of  industry  and  farming  became  clogged — 
but  a  new  frontier  of  opportunity.  Able-bodied  people  must  be 
given  a  chance  to  create  new  wealth  (not  money)  thereby  receiving 
and  sharing  a  decent  income.  Progress  cannot  come  by  pulling  the 
people  down  and  lowering  their  standards  of  living,  but  the  way  must 
be  kept  open  for  climbing  higher  and  higher. 

And  now  a  word  about  our  own  specific  problems.  There  is 
nothing  in  regard  to  agricultural  problems  about  which  I  am  more 
worried  than  the  fact  that  many  of  our  farmers,  due  to  a  period  of 
inflation  for  the  next  few  years  or  during  the  duration  of  the  war, 
may  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  are  fundamental  problems 
waiting  for  us  to  solve.  I  hope  that  a  speculative  spree  such  as 
accompanied  the  last  war  can  be  avoided,  and  that  farmers  will  not 
be  encouraged  to  inflate  their  production  on  a  get-rich-quick  basis. 
Deflation  inevitably  follows,  with  disastrous  results  to  those  who 
participated  in  the  game.    If  there  is  any  one  thing  contributing  to 
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the  financial  distress  of  the  agricultural  population  more  than  any 
one  other,  it  is  the  lack  of  organization  amongst  the  agrarian  popula- 
tion. Unorganized  majorities  are  today  at  the  mercy  of  well  organ- 
ized minorities.  Until  our  farmers  are  ready  to  stick  together  in 
one  organization,  making  their  demands  for  the  things  which  they 
should  have,  they  will  face  almost  insurmountable  difficulties.  They 
cannot  blame  governments  for  all  of  their  misfortunes,  although 
governments  can,  and  do,  foster  many  good  things  and  help  out 
materially  in  many  ways.  The  prime  purpose  of  government,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  to  curtail  the  activities  of  criminally-inclined  people, 
and  to  keep  the  doors  of  opportunity  open  for  all  deserving  people. 
It  has  been  my  observation  that  real  efficiency  is  never  a  matter  of 
time  clocks  and  regimentation  or  mechanization,  but  a  rousing  of  the 
human  spirit.  I  do  not  want  to  see  anything  happen  that  will  thwart 
or  dampen  the  spirits  of  our  great  constructive  workers — our  doctors, 
scientists,  engineers,  farmers  or  industrials.  The  only  two  groups  of 
people  which  need  a  strict  rein  are  wrongdoers  and  governments. 
They  need  to  be  held  strictly  within  bounds — for  they  must  be  made 
to  bow  to  the  will  of  the  people  if  democracy  is  to  survive.  Therein 
lies  our  great  difficulty,  in  getting  agriculture  to  present  a  united 
front.  We  have  a  fine  example  of  what  happened  during  the  past 
year  in  our  efforts  to  get  a  pegged  price  for  wheat  which  would  allow 
to  the  farmer  something  near  the  cost  of  production.  The  very  fact 
that  farmers  all  over  the  west  did  not  know  exactly  what  they  wanted, 
and  were  not  prepared  to  present  a  united  front,  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  government's  action  in  pegging  the  price  at  a  level 
which  did  not  assure  the  farmer  of  a  return  commensurate  with  what' 
he  had  spent  in  the  production  of  his  wheat.  It  seems  to  me  we 
need  to  use  good  common  sense  in  regard  to  these  things.  It  doesn't 
take  a  university  degree  to  know  that  it  is  good  business  for  the 
farmer  to  institute  some  sort  of  holding  policy  which  will  ensure 
the  orderly  marketing  of  wheat  and  produce  over  one,  two,  or  three 
years  as  circumstances  require.  Look  back  over  our  wheat  production 
since  this  country  was  opened  up,  and  compare  price  levels  during 
these  years.  Even  had  the  war  not  occurred  in  Europe  this  year, 
recent  events  have  proven  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  throwing 
our  huge  crop  of  wheat  on  the  market  this  year,  thereby  penalizing 
the  farmer.  The  crop  in  Argentine  has  been  disappointing,  the  crop 
in  the  United  States  will  in  1940  be  far  below  normal,  and  I  am  not 
merely  being  a  crepe  hanger  when  I  suggest  that  moisture  reserves 
are  far  below  normal  in  Canada  today.  All  of  this  means  that 
probably  during  the  next  two  or  three  years  our  huge  surplus  will 
be  needed  and  a  process  of  orderly,  sensible  marketing  could  bring 
a  fairly  decent  return  to  the  farmer.  It  doesn't  require  a  great  deal 
of  intelligence  to  know  that  the  farmer  should  have  the  chance  to 
sell  his  produce  through  a  central  selling  agency  whichj  would  return 
to  him  the  price  which  the  produce  brings  on  the  open  market.  These 
things  we  have  been  striving  for,  and  these  things  we  shall  get  when 
we  present  a  united  front. 

To  cite  another  instance.  Only  recently  I  took  to  town  forty-two 
dozen  eggs,  and  received  the  huge  sum  of  ten  cents  per  dozen.  Ten 
cents  per  dozen  in  the  winter  time,  when  feeding  Jarge  supplies  of 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  as  well  as  expensive  supplements  (which  by  the 
way  have  increased  materially  in  price  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.)  Yet  people  in  the  cities  are  paying  all  the  way  from  28  to 
34c  per  dozen  for  those  same  eggs.  Whose  business  is  that,  and 
whose  fault  is  that?  As  long  as  we  do  nothing  about  it,  prices  of 
what  we  buy  will  rise  to  higher  and  higher  levels,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  what  we  sell  will  either  remain  stationary  or  commence 
a  downward  trend.    Faimers  must  learn  this  fundamental  fact,  that 

16 


the  solution  lies  not  in  bringing  down  prices  to  a  point  wherein  there 
is  no  profit  for  the  factory  and  industrial  worker,  but  should  rather 
concentrate  on  a  parity  of  prices,  striving  to  bring  the  price  levels 
up  to  the  point  wherein  there  is  a  profit  in  producing,  and  being 
commensurate  with  the  prices  he  has  to  pay  for  what  he  buys.  The 
business  of  doing  this  is  ours,  no  one  else  will  do  it  for  us,  and  as 
I  said  a  moment  before,  when  we  get  the  farmers  to  recognize  this 
fact  and  organize  more  intensely  than  they  have  ever  done  before, 
we  will  be  well  on  the  way  to  a  happier  and  better  existence. 

Much  is  being  said  about  a  United  Canada — a  high  sounding 
phrase  passed  easily  from  lip  to  lip.  But  I  would  ask,  united  for 
what?  Let  me  answer  that  as  I  see  it.  We  should  be  united  in  one 
common  cause — to  work  for  the  retention  of  our  democratic  insti- 
tutions, our  rights  and  liberties;  united  to  the  end  that  no  one  class 
of  society  is  allowed  to  exploit  another  class  of  society;  united  so 
that  there  shall  be  health  and  happiness  for  all  classes;  united  so  that 
there  shall  be  as  little  suffering  and  distress  amongst  Canadians  as  our 
scientific  knowledge  and  research  wiW  permit;  united  so  that  rural 
and  urban  people  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  same  comforts  and  privi- 
leges of  life.  A  big  purpose,  yes,  but  one  not  too  big  for  Canadians 
to  tackle  and  accomplish. 

I  cannot  close  without  making  reference  to  the  most  important 
branch  in  our  organization,  the  Junior  branch.  I  also  cannot  close 
without  paying  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  past  few  years  done  in 
the  interests  of  farm  young  people  by  Miss  Margaret  Archibald.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  work  with  her  and  to  know  of  the  splendid  work 
which  she  accomplished  in  her  years  as  President  of  the  Juniors. 
To  Miss  Archibald,  or  Margaret  as  she  was  more  familiarly  known  to 
most  of  us,  can  I  say  thank  you  on  behalf  of  those  of  us  who  were 
privileged  to  work  with  you,  and  on  behalf  of  the  farm  young  people 
of  this  Province.  May  we  express  the  wish  that  you  will  continue 
to  work  in  behalf  of  farm  people  and  to  express  the  wish  that  you 
will  yet  render  many  years  of  useful  service  to  the  Province.  I  would 
also  like  to  say  that  the  Juniors  have  been  very  fortunate  in  their 
choice  of  a  successor  to  Margaret  in  the  person  of  Mr.  George  Thring 
of  Coronation,  who  is  a  young  farmer  of  no  mean  promise,  and  who 
is  sincerely  interested  in  the  welfare,  not  only  of  farm  young  people, 
but  of  young  Canadians  generally.  For  him,  may  I  bespeak  the 
support  of  the  members  of  the  Senior  organization.  The  Juniors 
are  worthy  of  your  support  and  consideration,  and  you  are  failing 
badly  in  your  duty  if  you,  fail  to  give  it  to  them.  I  would  also  like 
to  welcome  to  this  Convention  any  of  our  Juniors  and  make  them 
feel  that  we  are  looking  to  them  for  the  future  leaders  of  this 
Movement  which  has  many  years  of  useful  service  ahead  of  it. 

May  I  also  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  which  all  of  the 
directors  and  the  members  of  the  Central  Office  staff  have  rendered 
to  me  during  the  past  ten  years.  I  know  something  of  the  splendid 
work  which  the  directors  are  doing  in  the  various  districts,  and  know 
that  in  many  instances  they  are  busy  women  who  must  find  it  difficult 
in  their  hurried  days  to  render  the  service  they  are  giving.  To  them, 
on  behalf  of  farm  people  generally,  I  say  "Thank  you."  When  I 
think  of  the  work  which  is  being  done  by  not  only  the  directors  and 
officers,  but  also  by  the  members  of  our  various  locals,  I  am  reminded 
of  that  motto,  "There  is  no  limit  to  the  good  a  man  can  do,  if  he 
doesn't  care  who  gets  the  credit."  I  am  sui'e  our  women  have  taken 
this  fine  truth  to  heart. 

Most  of  the  things  that  are  treasured  in^  memory  are  of  the  kind 
that  motto  includes.    All  of  a  mother's  countless  acts  of  love  and 
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care,  a  father's  patient  counsel  and  companionship,  the  kindly  interest 
of  someone  who  helped  along  the  way  were  given  no  thought  of 
credit — but  their  impress  remains  over  the  long  years. 

The  great  and  forward-moving  changes  come  slowly,  and  only 
as  human  nature  is  prepared  to  make  them.  Mankind  has  been  tardy 
in  recognizing  the  unlimited  good  that  can  be  achieved  through  self- 
forgetfulness  divine.  But  one,  whose  Life  was  the  most  useful  the 
world  has  ever  known,  made  it  a  ruling  principle.  He  told  his 
disciples,  "And  whosoever  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be  servant 
of  all." 

■       ■       ■  ■ 

Annual  Address  by  the  President  of  the 
Junior  Branch  of  the  U.F.A. 
K.  George  Thring 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  having  the  opportunity  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  Junior  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  and  in  presenting  this 
report  to  the  Senior  Convention  I  hope  to  impress  you  with  the  fact 
that  the  main  section  of  your  organization  is  the  junior  branch.  In 
living  up  to  the  precedent  set  by  Miss  Archibald  I  have  a  difficult 
task  before  me.  It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  I  may  be  of  some  service 
to  this  great  organization  of  ours. 

Since  your  last  convention  the  world  has  seen  many  history 
making  events.  We  only  hope  that  before  the  next  year  has  entered 
into  our  lives  that  the  horizon  will  be  entirely  clear,  and  it  is  to 
that  end  we  must  toil.  The  task  set  before  youth  has  never  been 
equalled.  It  is  into  our  hands  you  pass  the  torch  that  we  may  keep 
our  democracy,  and  on  our  shoulders  will  fall  tlie  burden  of  re- 
building a  war-torn  and  weary  world.  To  my  knowledge  there  has 
never  been  a  more  crying  need  for  organization  and  education  of  the 
youth  of  the  world  than  at  the  present  time.  No  section  of  our  race 
has  ever  been  faced  with  such  a  poorly  defined  path  in  life  as  the 
average  youth  of  our  time.  Our  governments  are  becoming  aware  of 
this  fact,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  each  individual  to  do  his  part  by  woi'king 
hand  in  hand  with  every  youth  movement,  that  we  may  direct  their 
energy  into  channels  that  will  prepare  them  for  the  difficult  road  that 
lies  ahead. 

Now  we  may  say,  "what  can  I  do?"  There  is  only  one  answer, 
"Begin  at  home."  I  know  there  are  many  young  people  right  in 
your  own  community.  All  they  need  is  some  guiding  hand.  If  we 
will  do  our  part  in  organizing  them,  then  by  careful  guidance,  young 
people  will  soon  be  of  service  to  our  country  and  civilization.  If 
this  were  carefully  done  in  the  early  life  of  the  people  of  our  nation, 
our  jails  would  do  a  very  poor  business  and  the  voting  public  would 
never  have  to  worry  and  fret  about  where  to  find  suitable  material 
for  their  members  of  parliament  and  representatives  in  municipal 
government.  That  is  the  case  as  we  see  it  today.  So  if  you  are 
looking  ahead  and  willing  to  do  your  share,  there  is  only  one  logical 
place  to  start,  with  youth. 

Last  summer  you  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  attend  the  Fourth 
Canadian  Youth  Congress  in  Winnipeg.  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  this 
new  and  very  educatioal  experience.    I  know  I  speak  for  the  other 
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two  representatives  of  the  U.F.A.  as  well,  Miss  Birch  and  Mr. 
Hoppins.  Mrs.  Ross  also  attended  the  Congi-ess  with  us  at  her  own 
expense.  I  must  say  I  am  proud  to  be  associated  with  Mrs.  Ross,  a 
person  who  takes  such  an  active  interest  in  the  Junior  work.  I 
returned  from  the  Congress  with  many  new  viewpoints  and  visions, 
as  well  as  the  education  of  having  mingled  with  young  Canadians 
from  every  section  of  our  Dominion  and  representing  every  walk  of 
life,  as  well  as  nearly  every  viewpoint  imaginable.  In  spite  of  the 
wide  differences,  the  Youth  Congress  made  it  clear  that  the  younger 
generation  is  more  capable  of  real  co-operation  than  any  group  I  have 
ever  seen  or  heard  of,  outside  the  U.F.A.  I  also  saw  the  need  of 
training  in  the  art  of  carrying  on  a  meeting,  but  you  can  be  thankful 
you  have  such  fertile  ground  to  sow  your  seeds  of  exprerience  as  we 
saw  in  the  Congress. 

Another  point  that  I  wish  to  bring  out  is  that  the  Youth  of  Canada 
realized  that  they  would  soon  be  confronted  with  a  war,  and  they 
were  unanimous  in  the  belief  that  to  win  the  war  we  must  conscript 
all  wealth  before  man  power.  I  also  was  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
the  youth  of  our  country  stand  in  readiness  to  fight  to  the  last  for 
the  cause  of  freedom  against  all  the  "isms"  we  are  faced  with  today. 

We  were  also  quite  concerned  over  the  many  causes  of  disunity 
in  the  country,  such  as  the  fact  that  we  have  so  many  different  races 
living  together,  and  in  order  to  give  us  greater  security  how  can  they 
all  be  welded  together.  I  feel  this  also  depends  on  our  own  ability 
to  co-operate. 

The  last,  but  not  the  least,  point  that  I  wish  to  stress  in  regard 
to  the  Congi'ess  is  that  the  farming  industry  must  take  the  lead  in 
the  next  few  years  or  our  cause  is  going  to  be  lost  forever.  We,  as 
farm  people,  must  realize  that  unless  we  get  together  and  work  out 
our  own  difficulties,  we  shall  never  get  a  bit  farther  ahead,  no  matter 
how  hard  we  work  as  individuals.  How  can  we  expect  some  other 
cause  to  do  our  work  for  us,  and  how  can  we  ever  expect  to  succeed 
unless  we  get  out  of  our  shell  of  independence  and  woi-k  more  for 
the  good  of  all  the  farmers  and  less  for  self.  It  stands  to  reason  that 
only  as  much  as  the  entire  farm  people  succeed  are  we,  as  individuals, 
ever  able  to  get  ahead  unless  a  fellow  has  more  luck  than  brains. 

We  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.,  followed  the  Seniors  in  that  we  have  no 
political  affiliations  in  any  way,  shape  or  form.  At  our  Convention 
last  June,  we  felt  our  executive  should  be  changed  in  an  effort  to  try 
and  establish  a  more  effective  method  of  organization.  With  that 
thought  in  mind  the  Convention  decided  to  elect  one  President  and 
two  Vice-Presidents,  one  from  the  north  and  one  from  the  south. 
As  a  result.  Miss  Blanche  Paulson  of  Ponoka,  is  our  Vice-President 
for  the  north  half  of  the  Province,  and  Mr.  Gordon  Sinclair  of  Vulcan, 
for  the  southern  part.  As  for  myself.  I  am  supposed  to  go  everywhere 
in  the  Province  and  act  as  chief  organizer. 

The  Junior  Convention  also  decided  to  have  one  Junior  director 
for  the  Federal  constituencies,  as  set  up  by  the  U.F.A.  Constitution 
to  act  without  remuneration  so  as  to  provide  a  contact  for  those 
doing  organization  work.  This  means  that  all  the  organization  work 
allowance  for  junior  work  will  be  put  to  use  by  the  three  at  the  head 
of  the  organization.  In  this  way  we  hope  to  get  better  results,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Junior  directors  had  very  little  chance  of  getting 
about  in  the  large  constituencies,  and  they  are  now  left  to  the  mercies 
of  the  Senior  directors  as  far  as  travelling  is  concerned.  This  will 
help  show  the  younger  ones  how  co-operation  works,  provided  the 
Senior  directors  will  take  the  trouble. 

Since  attaining  this  position  I  have  made  several  tours  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  organize.    The  first  time  Mrs.  Ross  of  Millet 
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helped  me.  The  next  trip  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Runte  in  the  Wetas- 
kiwin  district.  We  were  fairly  successful.  At  that  time  I  gave  a 
report  on  the  Canadian  Youth  Congress  as  well.  I  must  admit  I  had 
a  great  deal  to  learn,  and  the  first  two  tours  helped  me  very  much. 

Just  before  Christmas,  Miss  Antonson,  the  Junior  Director  for 
Athabasca,  arranged  a  series  of  meetings,  and  the  results  were  most 
gratifying.  I  believe  there  are  great  possibilities  for  Junior  work  in 
this  section,  and  all  we  need  is  the  assistance  of  the  Seniors.  Without 
help  from  the  older  people  we  cannot  really  achieve  what  is  desired. 
I  feel  that  in  an  organization  such  as  ours  we  must  expect  the  younger 
people  to  carry  on  from  the  Junior  groups  into  the  Senior  organiza- 
tion, and  unless  that  is  one  of  the  results  our  Junior  work  has,  in  one 
way,  failed. 

At  present  we  must  bring  the  two  sections  much  closer  together 
so  that  there  need  be  no  break  in  the  change  from  Junior  to  Senior 
groups  as  we  have  at  present.  Therefore  I  recommend  for  your 
deliberation,  a  plea  that  you  try  to  complete  a  plan  that  you  may 
bring  more  people  into  your  organization.  I  feel  that  if  you  can  be 
successful  in  this  move,  many  of  your  present  organization  problems 
will  have  been  conquered. 

I  feel  the  Farm  Young  People's  Week  remains  the  chief  highlight 
in  our  year.  I  only  wish  the  entire  farm  youth  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  the  university.  This  week  is  sponsored  by  the 
University  of  Alberta.  Under  Mr.  Donald  Cameron's  leadership  we 
receive  more  good  thoughts  in  a  few  days  than  many  students  receive 
in  an  entire  year  of  schooling.  One  must  realize,  of  course,  we  are 
only  able  to  get  out  of  anything  just  what  we  put  into  it.  In  this  case 
one  enters  wholeheartedly  into  the  studies,  lectures  and  leisure  time, 
with  the  result  that  seven  or  eight  days  seem  to  have  taken  wings. 
Before  the  young  people  realize  what  has  happened,  they  are  home, 
with  every  head  filled  to  the  brim  with  new  things  they  never  thought 
of  before,  new  associates  who  are  now  real  friends,  and  a  longing 
to  go  next  June.  I  only  hope  you  will  spread  the  news  and  try  to  see 
more  young  people  in  attendance  this  year  from  your  community. 
Let's  have  a  record  attendance. 

One  thing  we  mustn't  forget  is  the  line-up  of  prizes  every  year, 
given  to  those  who  attend  the  Young  People's  Week.  Valuable 
prizes  for  grain  and  cattle  judging,  then  we  have  essay  and  public 
speaking  contests,  and  the  main  one  is  a  reading  course  sponsored  by 
the  Department  of  Extension.  The  participants  study  a  certain  book 
in  the  winter  and  write  an  examination  during  the  Week.  The  girl 
and  boy  getting  the  highest  marks  receive  a  scholarship  at  either  of 
the  Agricultural  Schools.  These  are  a  few  of  the  opportunities  given, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  valuable  experience  gained  in  the  contacts 
made,  and  none  can  enter  without  leaving  with  a  new  outlook  on 
life.  A  change  is  being  made  this  year,  however,  and  marks  formerly 
allowed  for  the  reading  course  will  be  based  on  the  Radio  Study 
Course  on  "Community  Problems."  The  broadcast  on  "Community 
Problems"  is  given  over  CKUA  and  CFCN  at  7 :45  each  Monday. 
Details  of  this  course  have  been  sent  to  each  Junior  Local. 

The  Junior  Program  is  varied,  that  every  meeting  may  be  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  Everything  depends  upon  leadership,  and 
nothing  will  build  better  leaders  than  giving  everyone  a  chance  to 
develop.  There  should  be  two  main  parts  to  a  meeting,  in  which  we 
have  the  business  and  educational  section;  this  is  followed  by  the 
social  part,  which  nearly  always  ends  in  a  popular  pastime — lunch. 

I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  wherever  the 
Junior  U.F.A.  local  is  active,  the  community  is  really  going  ahead. 
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and  the  young  people  seem  to  be  better  able  to  mix  and  entertain 
themselves,  as  well  as  gradually  fitting  into  the  life  of  the  country, 
so  that  they  are  no  longer  acting  as  parasites  but  are  really  doing 
something  to  keep  this  country  going.  Youth  must  be  given  a  chance 
and  unless  the  elder  people  see  them  started  onto  the  right  road 
of  life,  they  cannot  be  blamed  for  the  path  they  may  erroneously 
choose  later  on. 

I  have  tried  to  give  you  my  viewpoint  on  what  youth  requires, 
and  a  little  of  what  can  be  done.  We  must  realize  that  as  Canadians 
we  all  have  a  task  to  perform,  and  unless  we  prepare  for  the  future 
there  is  really  very  little  to  work  for,  so  I  say,  make  sure  the  young 
people  near  your  home  have  a  Junior  group.  You  will  never  be  sorry 
for  the  time  spent. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  many  people  who 
have  helped  me  in  our  work.  Without  this  spirit  of  co-operation  our 
organization  would  not  be  possible.  I  have  made  many  real  friends 
in  my  work,  and  I  believe  the  U.F.A.  is  made  of  the  best  type  of 
people  I  have  ever  known.  I  extend  to  you  Seniors  our  hand,  that 
in  the  years  to  come  we  may  forge  ahead  to  new  heights  together. 

We  must  remember  that  we  are  working  forever  in  the  hope  that 
the  future  will  have  pleasant  surprises  for  us,  but  we  must  remember 
that  we  cannot  make  the  future  our  servant  if  we  are  a  slave  of  the 
present;  and  we  know  that  on  the  shoulders  of  youth  rests  everything 
we  call  the  future. 

On  behalf  of  the  Junior  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  I  extend  best 
wishes  for  a  most  successful  Convention,  and  may  the  months  ahead 
bring  all  the  farmers  of  our  Province  into  one  co-operative  body, 
and  our  motto  "One  for  all  and  All  for  one." 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

As  the  years  pass  we  find  at  the  opening  of  our  report  that  we 
must  pause  to  take  note  of  the  toll  the  year  has  taken  of  our  old 
workers.  We  bow  in  reverence  and  remembrance  of  the  good  they 
did  and  the  strength  that  they  have  been  and  still  are  to  us.  We 
make  special  reference  this  year  to  Mrs.  Wood,  known  to  thousands 
as  "Mother  Wood,"  wife  of  our  esteemed  ex-President,  Dr.  H.  W. 
Wood.  She  was  an  earnest,  cheerful  and  indefatigable  worker  in  the 
farm  movement;  and  not  least  in  that  for  sixteen  years  during  his 
Presidency  of  the  U.F.A. ,  and  subsequently  for  seven  years  during 
the  closing  period  of  his  chairmanship  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
she  stood  behind  him  at  great  personal  sacrifice  that  he  might  so 
magnificently  serve  the  farm  people  of  the  Province  and  Western 
Canada.  We  express  to  Dr.  Wood  and  all  members  of  the  family  our 
deep  sympathy  with  them  in  their  sorrow. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  Board  held  two  meetings  during  the  year,  one  immediately 
following  last  Convention,  another  immediately  preceding  this.  Eight 
meetings  of  the  Executive  were  held. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Robert  Gardiner,  our  President,  has  been  appointed  as  represent- 
ing the  organized  farmer  on  the  Alberta  Committee  of  the  Dominion 
War  Loan.    The  organization  has  again  been  represented  by  "Vice- 
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President  Priestley  through  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association, 
on  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council,  also  on  Calgary  Board  of  Ti-ade. 
Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  continued  to  represent  us  on  the  Western 
Markets  Conference.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Bracken  Com- 
mittee to  Ottawa  in  March  and  April,  Mr.  Sutherland  made  a  series 
of  addresses  at  points  throughout  the  Maritimes  interpreting  the 
farm  life  of  Western  Canada  to  the  people  of  the  East.  Mrs.  Berger, 
Mrs  Ross  and  Mrs  Banner  in  their  capacities  as  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Women's  section  have  been  members  of  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Women.  Our  Secretary,  Miss  Birch,  in  her  capacity  as 
Junior  Secretary  attended  the  Youth  Congress  of  Canada  in  Winnipeg. 
Mr.  Priestley  was  also  fraternal  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  at  Regina,  and  was  an  observer  on 
behalf  of  the  Association  at  the  last  convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Manitoba  and  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Manitoba  Federation 
of  Agriculture  at  Brandon. 

PRESENTING  CONVENTION  RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution  of  the  1939  Convention  dealing  with  questions  of 
legislation  and  administration  were  forwarded  by  mail  to  the  De- 
partments of  Government  concerned  at  Ottawa  and  Edmonton,  with 
copies  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  Premier  respectively.  In  most  cases 
only  formal  acknowledgement  was  made,  in  a  few  instances  some 
information  conveyed. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

Following  closely  upon  the  1939  Convention  many  locals,  in  some 
cases  assisted  by  Directors,  carried  on  a  drive  for  membership  with 
the  result  that  in  the  spring  months  the  records  at  Central  Office 
showed  an  increase  of  two  thousand  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  This  drive  was  not  continued  on  any  wide  scale  during 
the  summer  months,  and  unfortunately  was  prevented  from  being 
resumed  in  the  fall  months  owing  to  the  extraordinarily  bad  weather 
and  roads  of  the  harvest  period.  Healthy  progress  was  again  made  in 
November  and  December,  with  the  result,  in  conjunction  with  mem- 
bership returns  through  the  Co-operative,  we  are  able  to  record  an 
increase  of  some  sixteen  hundred  members  as  at  December  31st,  and 
shall  in  all  probability  pass  the  nine  thousand  mark  before  the  mem- 
bership records  are  closed  for  the  year.  In  this  connection  we  wish 
to  record  our  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
officers  and  management  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  United  Grain 
Growers  Limited.  The  desire  for  unification  of  effort  in  farm  organ- 
ization has  long  been  expressed.  It  found  practical  expression  during 
1939.  We  hope  it  will  continue  to  be  a  feature  of  our  work  until 
farmers  everywhere  throughout  the  province  recognize  that  we  are 
all  in  one  great  farm  movement. 

No  work  can  be  so  effective  as  that  which  is  voluntarily  under- 
taken in  the  local  community.  We  strongly  urge  that  U.F.A.  and 
U.F.W.A.  and  Junior  officers  in  every  local,  conduct  a  personal  can- 
vass as  soon  as  possible  after  this  convention. 

WORK  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

At  intervals  during  the  year  President  Gardiner  has  spent  con- 
siderable time  in  Central  Office,  assisting  in  the  work  of  supervision 
there,  preparing  material  for  broadcasts,  etc.  He  has  conducted  a 
series  of  meetings  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  Province  at  points 
between  the  International  boundary  and  the  Athabasca  River.  He 
was  recently  invited  to  attend  a  convention  of  farmers  in  the  districts 
east  of  Edmonton,  who,  during  the  past  two  years  for  various  reasons 
have  been  organizing  under  the  name  "United  Farmers  of  Canada, 
Alberta  Section." 
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BROADCASTING 


Commencing  February  14th  a  series  of  weekly  broadcasts  entitled 
"Information  from  U.F.A.  Central  Office"  on  Thursday  evenings, 
latterly  at  the  hour  of  8:45,  was  given.  Many  of  these  were  recorded 
and  broadcast  from  CFRN,  Edmonton,  Friday  evenings  at  8:30.  Other 
broadcasts  have  been  given  in  conjunction  with  the  Co-operative, 
over  other  stations  from  time  to  time.  A  wide  range  of  subjects  has 
been  covered  and  we  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  your  money  has 
been  well  spent.  In  this  connection  it  is  a  source  of  pride  that  our 
Jack  Sutherland  has  become  a  regular  contributor  on  the  chain  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation.  During  the  course  of  these 
broadcasts  Mr.  Sutherland  sketches  with  deft  touch  intimate  glimpses 
into  the  personal,  social  and  economic  life  of  the  farm  people  of 
Alberta  and  the  West. 

Anxiety  at  the  prospects  of  a  low  price  for  wheat  for  the  1939 
crop  began  to  manifest  itself  at  an  early  date,  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  universal  knowledge  of  a  large  carry-over,  and  futures 
quotations  were  ranging  just  above  the  fifty  cent  mark  basis  No.  1 
Northern  at  Fort  William.  In  the  month  of  February  despatches  from 
Ottawa  obviously  intended  by  Government  circles  to  guage  the 
feelings  of  the  West  in  respect  to  the  operations  of  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Board  and  especially  the  guaranteed  minimum  price  began  to 
appear.  There  was  consternation  among  Western  Canadian  farmers, 
shared  by  business  interests  in  all  three  Provinces  at  the  prospects 
of  the  suspension  of  the  essential  principle  of  the  Board,  which  was 
virtually  to  abandon  the  wheat  gi-ower  and  the  economic  structure 
of  which  he  is  undoubtedly  the  keystone  to  the  disastrous  influences 
of  an  unsupported  world  wheat  market.  The  suspicion  that  Grain 
Exchange  interests  and  eastern  taxpayers  were  being  given  too  great 
weight  in  the  councils  of  the  national  capital  grew  rapidly.  It  was 
realized  that  the  removal  of  the  peg  might  mean  thirty-five  cent 
wheat  for  Alberta  farmers,  and  even  lower  prices  for  many.  A  series 
of  special  broadcasts  was  arranged  for  which  we  secured  the  services 
of  such  representative  persons  as  Mr.  E.  L.  Gray,  M.L.A.,  leader  of 
the  Liberal  Party  in  Alberta,  Mr.  D.  M.  Duggan,  M.L.A.,  leader  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  Honourable  D.  N.  Mullen,  Provincial  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  and  Mr.  John  I.  McFarland,  former  head  of  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Board.  Foi'  many  weeks  the  subject  was  dealt  with  in  our 
regular  broadcasts  by  the  President,  Vice-President,  Mr.  Sutherland 
and  Mrs.  Berger.  At  an  early  date  in  the  agitation,  meetings  were 
called  of  the  Bracken  Committee  or  Western  Markets  Conference, 
perhaps  the  most  representative  body  ever  assembled  in  the  West,  and 
a  delegation  proceeded  to  Ottawa  on  which  we  were  represented  by 
Mr.  Sutherland.  There  was  a  rising  tide  of  protest  extending  through- 
out the  entire  West,  v/hich  undoubtedly  had  its  effect  upon  the  Dom- 
inion Government.  To  the  great  disappointment  of  many  thousands 
the  peg  was  re-established,  but  at  seventy  cents  instead  of  at  the 
rate  based  on  eighty  cents  which  prevailed  in  1938. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  existence  of  the  Western 
Committee  on  Markets  and  its  prompt  and  sustained  action  on  this 
question  had  much  weight  with  authorities  at  Ottawa.  We  commend 
Premier  Bracken  of  Manitoba  and  thank  him  for  his  efforts  on  behalf 
of  farmers  in  the  West.  We  earnestly  hope  that  ways  and  means 
will  be  found  to  continue  the  work  of  the  committee  so  well  begun. 

The  wheat  marketing  question  in  early  1939  was  a  welter  of 
confusion.  It  was  mixed  up  with  questions  inherited  from  drought 
years  and  the  general  question  of  agricultural  relief.  There  was  much 
failure  to  distinguish  between  matters  on  the  one  hand  of  regulations 
for  the  marketing  of  Canada's  gieat  wheat  crop  on  a  basis  that  would 
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ensure  healthy  economic  conditions  for  the  men  engaged  in  our  basic 
industry,  an  industry  which  involves  for  good  or  ill  the  life  of  all 
Western  Canada,  and  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  Dominion  as  a 
whole;  and  on  the  other  hand  questions  of  equity  as  between  various 
types  of  farmers,  coarse  grain  growers,  small  farmers,  medium  sized 
farmers,  and  large  farmers  so-called;  also  the  question  of  relief  for 
dried  out,  hailed  out  farmers,  etc.  There  was  a  babel  of  voices  even 
among  farmers  themselves.  Some  wanted  this  price,  some  that.  Some 
wanted  to  limit  the  application  of  the  minimum  price  guarantee  to  so 
many  bushels,  others  to  some  other  quantity.  Farmers  themselves, 
by  their  lack  of  unity  and  their  failure  to  distinguish  between  eco- 
nomic policy  on  behalf  of  Canada's  major  industry  and  their  sectional 
interests  and  their  need  of  special  assistance  or  relief  gave  every 
excuse  to  the  Dominion  Government  to  ignore  farm  interests.  Farm- 
ers of  the  West  will  do  well  to  learn  from  this  experience  the  great 
need  of  creating  by  organization  a  voice  for  themselves  which  will 
be  recognized  as  authoritative. 

Your  Board  gave  a  clear  lead  on  the  question  in  the  interests  of 
the  farmers  of  the  West  as  a  whole  on  the  broadest  possible  basis.  We 
recognized  the  futility  of  dragging  in  questions  of  relief,  of  exact 
equity,  of  rehabilitation,  of  whether  farms  should  exceed  half  a 
section  or  several  sections  of  land,  etc.,  etc.  With  prices  on  the  fu- 
tures market  indicating  that  a  normal  crop  would  involve  the  Dom- 
inion Treasury  in  losses  of  many  millions  of  dollars  if  the  1938 
minimum  of  eighty  cents  were  retained  and  the  possibility  of  the  peg 
being  fixed  at  sixty  cents  or  abandoned  altogether,  our  Executive 
pressed  for  what  we  thought  it  was  possible  to  get.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  our  action  in  conjunction  with  that  of  other  farm  bodies  and 
Western  interests  generally  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  minimum 
from  sixty  to  seventy  cents.  War  prospects  and  finally  war  itself  at 
harvest  time,  terrible  though  it  is  to  contemplate,  had  the  effect  of 
raising  price  levels  beyond  the  peg,  and  may  remove  the  question 
to  other  levels  for  this  and  future  years. 

DUPLICATE  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS 

Two  years  ago  a  movement  arose  in  two  localities  widely  separated 
to  create  a  farmers'  organization  that  would  take  direct  action  spon- 
soring a  wheat  withholding  policy  or  farm  strike,  and  holding  the 
threat  of  secession  over  the  Dominion  Government  if  the  needs  of 
Western  farmers  were  not  met.  One  reason  given  for  the  emergence 
of  this  movement  was  that  the  U.F.A.  was  in  politics.  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  the  action  of  our  last  convention  in  withdrawing  from 
the  political  field,  organizers  of  this  movement  continued  their  work, 
and  because  of  the  adoption  by  them  of  the  name  "United  Farmers  of 
Canada,"  made  considerable  headway  in  certain  sections  of  the  Pro- 
vince. In  many  instances  we  find  that  our  own  members,  not  being  fully 
informed,  have  also  become  members  of  the  competing  organizations, 
and  even  hold  offices  in  locals  of  both  organizations,  believing  both 
to  be  necessary.  Resolutions  now  before  the  convention  make  clear 
the  necessity  for  dealing  with  this  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  remove 
confusion  and  make  possible  that  most  necessary  unity  and  solidarity 
which  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  was  organized  to  secure. 

The  want  of  national  farm  organization  to  express  the  needs  of 
farm  people  on  problems  of  agriculture  as  affected  by  Dominion  policy, 
an  organization  having  prestige  at  Ottawa,  has  long  been  felt.  For 
some  years  we  had  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  which  in  1921 
was  a  powerful  organization,  making  itself  felt  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.    It  subsequently  passed  out  and  left  us  with  no  interprovincial 


24 


or  dominion-wide  voice  for  agriculture.  In  1935  an  attempt  was  made 
to  meet  this  need  by  the  formation  of  the  Canadian  Chamber  of 
Agriculture.  In  Alberta  the  Provincial  unit  has  been  the  Alberta 
Co-operative  Council  on  which  the  U.F.A.  is  represented  in  the  section 
devoted  to  purchasing  of  supplies  by  the  Co-operative  Committee  of 
your  Board. 

ALBERTA  MARKETING  ACT 

Since  the  Natural  Products  Marketing  Act  passed  by  the  Bennett 
Government  in  1934  was  declared  ultra  vires,  farmers  have  been  frus- 
trated in  their  efforts  to  secure  legislation  giving  producer-controlled 
marketing  boards  compulsory  powers.  At  our  convention  last  year 
a  resolution  was  passed  calling  on  the  Alberta  Government  to  bring  in 
legislation  conforming  in  all  essentials  to  the  Natural  Products  Mar- 
keting Act  of  B.C.,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  tests  up  to  the  Privy 
Council.  At  the  1939  sessions  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  an  Act 
was  passed  which  reposed  authority  as  to  the  working  of  the  Act 
on  Orders  in  Council,  and  made  no  specific  provisions  either  for  pro- 
ducer-controlled boards  or  for  a  plebiscite  of  producers.  No  com- 
modity board  has  been  set  up  under  the  Act  as  yet,  and  there  appears 
to  be  doubt  in  the  minds  of  such  gi'oups  as  livestock  producers  as  to 
the  workability  of  the  Act.  We  understand  that  preliminary  work  has 
been  done  on  a  poultry  marketing  scheme  under  the  Act. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  WHEAT  POOLS  AND  UNITED 
GRAIN  GROWERS 

Interest  in  this  question  continues,  and  it  is  a  disappointment  to 
have  to  record  that  no  real  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  U.F.A.  Executive  found  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  the  desire  expressed  by  our  convention  of  1939.  The  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool  takes  the  position  that  it  must  retain  its  identity  as  an 
Alberta  organization,  the  United  Grain  Growers  covers  the  three 
Prairie  Provinces  and  has  some  interests  in  British  Columbia.  There 
is  also  the  question!  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Pool  on  the  over-pay- 
ment of  1930.  There  are  indications,  however,  that  adjustments 
may  be  made  which  will  make  the  amalgamation  possible.  Your 
Board  expresses  the  view  that  farmers  of  the  three  Prairie  Provinces 
will  not  rest  content  until  overlapping  and  competition  in  the  facili- 
ties of  these  two  great  farmer-owned  grain  marketing  organizations 
are  removed  and  one  gi-eat  prairie-wide  institution  perfected  to  serve 
the  growers  of  grain  who  created  them. 

DEBT  ADJUSTMENT 

There  is  little  to  report  in  the  way  of  progress  in  1939  in  this 
very  important  matter.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  legislation. 
One  important  legal  change  has  taken  place  in  a  recent  court  judg- 
ment invalidating  that  section  of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  which 
provided  that  no  action  could  be  taken  to  the  Courts  to  collect  on 
promissory  notes  dated  before  July  1st,  1936,  without  securing  per- 
mission from  the  Debt  Adjustment  Board.  Action  is  now  before  the 
Courts  covering  the  question. 

The  work  of  adjustment  under  the  Farmers'  Creditors'  Arrange- 
ment Act  is  proceeding  steadily.  For  some  years  past  the  U.F.A.  has 
been  pressing  for  a  second  Board  of  Review  in  Alberta  to  cope  with 
the  mass  of  applications  pending.  A  second  board  was  set  up  in 
1939  and  undoubtedly  the  work  of  adjustment  is  being  accelerated. 
As  yet,  however,  only  the  fringes  of  the  debt  problem  have  been 
touched.  Your  board  will  present  resolutions  to  this  convention  with 
further  reference  to  this  important  question. 
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One  great  weakness  of  the  Farmers'  Creditors'  Arrangements  Act 
still  remains:  the  Boards  of  Review  have  no  powers  to  reconsider 
their  own  decisions.  There  can  be  no  denying  the  fact  that  decisions 
of  the  Boards,  binding  the  debtor  to  certain  terms  of  repayment 
made  earlier  in  the  period  of  the  operations  under  the  Act  from  1935 
on,  have  imposed  severe  hardship  and  proved  impracticable.  No  one 
knows  what  great  economic  disparities  farmers  may  yet  suffer.  If 
the  work  of  debt  adjustment  is  to  be  of  permanent  value,  the  Boards 
should  be  given  power  to  make  re-adjustments  of  old  cases. 

We  take  pride  in  the  work  of  our  Legal  Department  in  this  con- 
nection. Our  solicitors,  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  LL.D.,  in  Edmonton, 
and  W.  E.  Hall  in  Calgary,  have  become  noted  for  their  splendid 
services  to  farm  people. 

ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

The  annual  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 
will  be  presented  to  this  convention.  Your  Board  of  Directors  as 
trustees  for  the  membership  take  pride  in  the  progress  made.  Upon 
the  basis  of  the  machinery  and  good  will  of  the  farmers'  organiza- 
tion a  substantial  business  structure  has  been  built  without  calling 
upon  the  membeiship  to  invest  any  capital.  Reserves  are  being  built 
up,  valuable  plants  acquired  and  dividends  are  Iseing  consistently 
returned  to  farmer  consumers  through  our  locals  and  district  co-op- 
eratives. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  THE  WAR 

Since  the  declaration  of  war  on  September  3rd,  there  has  naturally 
been  much  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  war  upon  price  levels  of 
agricultural  products.  Knowing  from  bitter  experience  the  distress 
which  the  economic  upheaval  of  the  years  following  1914  brought 
to  Western  Canada,  your  Board  is  seized  with  the  necessity  of  repre- 
sentation of  farmers  in  connection  with  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
administration  und  control  of  the  marketing  of  agricultural  products, 
both  within  the  nation  and  abroad,  and  control  of  price  levels  in 
other  commodities.  On  your  behalf  the  U.F.A.  Executive  urged  upon 
the  Dominion  Government  that  representatives  of  the  producers 
should  be  placed  upon  the  War  Supplies  Committee.  Further  action 
must  be  taken  to  insure  that  during  the  war  and  in  the  readjustment 
which  must  inevitably  follow,  the  vital  interests  of  agriculture  are 
not  overlooked  but  are  adequately  protected. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  good  citizenship  of  the  Western 
Canadian  farmer  as  a  class.  He  proved  it  to  the  hilt  in  the  war  of 
1914-1918.  When  called  upon  in  the  interests  of  the  nation  and 
the  cause  of  freedom  throughout  the  world  to  make  a  sacrifice — 
farmers  of  Alberta  will  not  be  found  wanting.  They  will  do  their  part, 
provided  that  national  policy  does  not  discriminate  against  them  by 
asking  them  to  bear  too  great  a  burden  as  compared  with  other  classes 
in  and  areas  of  the  national  life.  It  is  no  doubt  very  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  forecast  events.  Price  trends  and  relationships  are 
not  easily  made  to  conform  to  any  pattern  or  design,  but  farmers 
should  not  be  kept  in  the  dark  in  any  matters  of  national  policy  that 
seriously  affect  their  economic  welfare.  We  would  point  out,  for 
instance,  that  a  bargain  in  hogs  is  struck  between  a  purchasing  auth- 
ority in  Britain  and  the  Canadian  Agricultural  Supplies  Committee 
that  determine  the  price  of  bacon  and  the  price  paid  to  hog  producers 
before  the  Bacon  Board  was  set  up,  and  that  no  bodies  or,  organized 
farmers  were  consulted.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  in 
their  relation  to  farmers.    We  would  also  point  out  that  no  statement 


has  yet  been  issued  coveiiiig  any  phase  of  the  negotiations  conducted 
by  the  Government  through  Hon.  T.  A.  Crerar.  We  believe  it  to  be 
in  the  interest  of  national  unity  and  efficiency  that  the  organized 
farmer  should  be  taken  into  account  at  all  times  in  these  very  im- 
portant matters. 

PUBLICITY 

The  press  of  the  Province  have  shown  much  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  U.F.A.  during  1939,  and  have  given  us  much  valuable  publicity. 
There  have  been,  of  course,  occasional  mis-statements  and  misinter- 
pretation, but  that  seems  to  be  inevitable  in  view  of  the  manner  in 
which  news  is  secured  and  under  which  it  is  published.  The  weekly 
press  is,  on  the  whole,  noticeably  sympathetic  and  we  note  that  some 
of  our  local  activities  are  well  publicized. 

Outstanding  is  the  work  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norman  Smith  are  consistently  supporting  the  farm  movement 
as  a  whole,  and  its  co-operative  activities.  The  paper's  circulation 
of  twenty  thousand  is  entirely  rural,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our 
members  and  farmers  generally  will  rally  to  the  support  of  this 
deserving  farm  journal. 

JUNIOR  SECTION 

The  Junior  Branch  again  gave  splendid  support  to  the  Farm 
Young  People's  Week  at  the  University  in  June.  The  young  people 
in  attendance  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  that  the  week  coincided 
with  the  visit  of  Their  Majesties  to  Edmonton.  They  had  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  of  seeing  the  Royal  couple.  Three  delegates  of 
the  Juniors  were  sent  to  the  Fourth  Youth  Congress  of  Canada  in 
Winnipeg  at  the  end  of  June.  The  Junior  President,  K.  Geo.  Thring, 
and  Vice-Presidents,  Miss  Blanche  Paulson  and  Gordon  Sinclair,  did 
excellent  organizing  work  at  meetings  in  many  parts  of  the  Province. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  E.  J.  GARLAND 

We  note  with  mingled  pleasure  and  regret  the  recent  appointment 
of  Mr.  Garland  as  Secretary  to  the  Canadian  High  Commissioner  for 
Eire,  pleasure  because  Mr.  Garland's  great  ability  is  receiving  the 
recognition  it  deserves,  and  regret  that  our  public  life  in  Canada  is 
losing  one  of  its  most  dynamic  personalities,  a  leader  of  high  quality. 
Farmers  in  Alberta,  and  especially  members  of  the  U.F.A. ,  will  long 
remember  his  faithful  service  on  their  behalf  at  Ottawa,  and  perhaps 
most  of  all  his  contributions  to  the  success  of  U.F.A.  annual  conven- 
tions at  which  he  was  for  many  years  an  outstanding  assistant  chair- 
man. We  shall  also  miss  as  lady  director  for  Bow  River  the  forceful 
and  charming  personality  of  Mrs.  G.irland.  We  wish  them  a  happy 
and  useful  future  in  their  new  home  in  Dublin. 

APPRECIATION  OF  STAFF 

Our  report  would  not  be  complete  without  recognition  and  appre- 
ciation of  the  efficient  work  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  and  the 
loyalty  and  fine  work  of  the  staff  of  U.F.A.  Central  Office. 


27 


Report  of  U.F.W.A.  Executive,  1939 


Your  Executive  extends  a  cordial  welcome  to  all  delegates  and 
visitors  present,  and  we  trust  this  convention  may  prove  most  enjoy- 
able, and  our  deliberations  may  help  us  to  solve  the  new  problems 
facing  us  today,  problems  which  have  a  distressing  similarity  to  those 
facing  us  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Each  year  finds  our  ranks  depleted  through  the  death  of  valued 
workers,  and  this  year  we  must  make  special  reference  to  the  passing 
of  Mrs.  H.  W.  Wood,  who  for  many  years  served  on  our  Board  of 
Directors,  and  who,  through  her  loyalty  and  self-sacrifice  as  the  wife 
of  Dr.  H.  B.  Wood,  served  so  magnificently  the  people  of  this  province. 
We  express  to  Dr.  Wood  and  all  members  of  the  family  our  deep 
sympathy.  The  same  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  all  others  of  our 
members  who  have  suffered  bereavement  during  the  year. 

Your  Executive  has  held  six  meetings  this  year,  which  include  two 
meetings  of  the  full  Board.  The  meeting  immediately  following  the 
convention  was  mainly  concerned  with  the  discussion  of  the  best  way 
of  furthering  organization  work  following  the  decision  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  go  out  of  politics.  It  was  recommended  that  we  try  out  series 
of  meetings.  In  June  Mrs.  Bailey  arranged  meetings  in  the  Peace 
River  district  in  co-operation  with  Mr.  Allen,  the  U.F.A.  director, 
and  attended  by  Mrs.  Banner,  who  reports  the  trip  as  highly  successful. 
Mrs.  Ross  and  the  Junior  President,  Mr.  Thring,  also  held  a  series  of 
meetings  on  their  way  to  the  Junior  camp  at  Czar  Lake,  which  camp 
was  planned  and  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Redmond  and  Mr.  Spencer, 
directors  for  Battle  River.  In  our  convention  program  we  have  al- 
lotted a  definite  period  for  the  discussion  of  organization,  and  at  this 
time  Mrs.  Redmond  will  undoubtedly  tell  of  the  camp  at  Czar  Lake 
which  has  been  a  highly  successful  project  from  both  recreational 
and  educational  viewpoints.  Mrs.  Berger,  our  President,  attended 
conferences  and  meetings  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province,  and 
Junior  week  at  the  University. 

No  member  of  the  Executive  was  able  to  be  present  at  the  Olds 
School  of  Community  Life,  but  Mrs.  Carter,  who  was  in  attendance 
as  representative  of  the  Wetaskiwin  Federal  Constituency  Associa- 
tion, has  been  asked  to  bring  a  report  of  the  School  to  the  Convention. 

At  the  Executive  meeting  held  in  April,  a  wire  was  sent  to  Ottawa 
asking  for  the  continuance  of  the  Wheat  Board,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  our  President,  Mrs.  Berger,  to  broadcast  on  the  same 
subject. 

In  June,  Mrs.  Ross,  our  Vice-President,  was  able  to  attend  the 
Youth  Congress  held  in  Winnipeg  without  any  additional  expense  to 
the  organization.  A  full  report  of  the  Congress  will  be  presented 
at  the  joint  session  on  Thursday  by  one  of  the  Junior  delegates. 

In  October  your  Executive  met  jointly  with  the  U.F.A.  Executive. 
At  the  same  time  we  met  with  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Women, 
at  which  meeting  it  was  decided  that  the  work  of  the  Federation  be 
suspended  for  the  time  being,  but  that  resolutions  already  on  the 
Federation  agenda  be  presented  to  the  Government.  We  also  drew 
up  a  suggested  program  for  U.F.W.A.  Locals,  and  made  arrangements 
for  the  Convention. 

In  the  yearly  programs  we  endeavored  to  reflect  changed  condi- 
tions under  which  we  will  be  working  during  the  coming  year,  and 
have  made  arrangements  not  only  to  have  more  pamphlet  material 
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available  for  local  conveners  at  Central  Office,  but  also  to  have  at 
this  Convention  a  library  exhibit  of  books  and  pamphlets  available 
from  the  Department  of  Extension  of  the  University  and  the  Society 
for  Adult  Education,  with  which  we  have  been  affiliated  for  the  past 
several  years,  and  from  whom  we  have  received  much  valuable  in- 
formation. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  hundreds  of  our  U.F.W.A.  women 
became  interested  in  war  work,  and  one  of  the  most  important 
items  on  our  October  agenda  was  the  discussion  of  Red  Cross.  Lieut. 
Col.  Tomlinson,  head  of  the  Red  Cross  organization  in  Alberta,  was 
good  enough  to  attend  our  meeting  and  explain  to  us  in  great  detail 
the  work  of  his  organization.  May  we  say  here  that  the  Red  Cross 
officials  are  desirous  not  to  interfere  with  our  already  organized 
U.F.W.A.  locals,  recognizing  as  they  do  the  social  and  economic 
value  of  the  U.F.W.A.  in  the  life  of  this  province.  Red  Cross  work 
should  be  carried  on  as  one  of  the  activities  of  the  U.F.W.A. 

Resolutions  passed  at  the  Convention  last  year  were  forwarded 
to  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments.  Federal  Resolutions  (Women 
Serving  on  Juries,  Export  of  War  Materials,  Labels  on  Woollen 
Goods)  have  had  no  reply.  In  regard  to  Youth  Rehabilitation,  both 
Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  have  contacted  us  during  the 
year.  Consideration  has  been  given  by  the  Provincial  Government 
to  the  resolutions  re  Free  Treatment  of  Epileptics,  Amendment  to 
Welfare  Act,  Compulsory  Medical  Examination  Before  Marriage, 
Psychopathic  Hospital,  Nurses  in  Training,  Health  Units,  Family" 
Limitation  Clinics,  State  Medicine,  Medical  Services  for  Drought 
Areas.  We  feel  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  U.F.W.A.  to  keep 
these  matters  constantly  before  the  Government. 

We  are  glad  to  report  a  slight  increase  in  U.F.W.A.  membership 
this  year.  As  at  December  31st,  1939,  our  membership  was  1,421, 
plus  112  women  in  U.F.A.  Locals.  This  is  the  highest  membership 
we  have  had  for  the  past  three  years. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  a  further  decrease  in  Junior  membership. 
This  is  a  matter  which  should  receive  the  attention  of  this  Convention. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.  E.  J.  Garland  on  his  ap- 
pointment as  Secretary  to  Canadian  High  Commissioner  to  Eire, 
which  is  a  fitting  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  citizens  of  Canada. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garland  will  be  greatly  missed  from  the  ranks  of 
the  U.F.A. 

■       ■       ■  ■ 

Report  of  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association  Limited 

For  farm  people  in  Alberta,  the  year  1939  was  distinctive  in 
many  respects.  In  the  spring  crop  prospects  were  poor.  Summer 
rains  came,  but  the  precipitation  was  very  uneven,  causing  hai'vest 
returns  to  be  abnormally  spotty.  During  the  harvest  season  there 
were  several  weeks  of  wintry  weather  covering  the  entire  province. 
Many  thousands  of  acres  of  uncut  grain  were  blanketed  with  heavy, 
wet  snow.  Alternate  freeziag  and  thawing  in  some  sections  of  the 
province  caused  serious  deterioation  of  quality  in  stooked  gi-ain  and 
serious  loss  all  round  through  a  succession  of  delays.  Subsequently 
we  had  a  period  of  extraordinarily  fine  weather  covering  practically 
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two  months,  in  which  all  threshing  operations  were  completed.  For 
a  period  there  was  congestion  at  local  elevator  points.  Subsequent 
good  roads  made  possible  maximum  delivery  of  grain  to  the  market, 
and  the  congestion  on  the  railways  was  relieved. 

Price  levels  for  the  principal  farm  products  were  very  low  in 
the  early  season.  Agitation  for  support  of  the  market  by  the 
Dominion  Government  resulted  finally  in  a  minimum  price  for  No.  1 
Northern  wheat,  basis  Fort  William,  of  seventy  cents,  and  the  be- 
ginnings of  a  crop  insurance  scheme  under  the  Prairie  Farm  Assist- 
ance Act.  War  was  declared  on  September  3rd,  and  for  three  suc- 
cessive days  wheat  took  the  maximum  rise  of  five  cents  a  bushel  on 
the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange,  but  as  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
war  became  apparent  and  the  recognition  of  the  fact  of  the  largest 
world  surplus  on  record  became  universal,  a  price  decline  set  in 
which  continued  until  mid-December.  Since  that  time  price  levels 
have  risen  to  a  point  more  than  50  Vr  higher  than  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  193S,  though  that  may  not  mean  much  to  the  farmer 
in  the  long  run.  Other  farm  commodities  have  responded  somewhat, 
especially  coarse  grains,  beef,  and  butterfat. 

The  abnormal  weather  conditions  and  prices  may  have  had  some 
little  effect  upon  certain  lines  of  operation  of  your  Co-operative. 
We  refer  especially  to  the  lines,  other  than  petroleum  products,  and 
binder  twine,  which  we  have  been  attempting  to  develop  during  the 
past  seven  or  eight  years.  The  unusual  climatic  and  economic  fea- 
tures of  the  year  apparently  had  little  efi'ect  upon  the  two  major 
lines  mentioned,  as  we  are  in  a  position  to  be  able  to  record  substan- 
tial increases  in  the  volume  of  sales  of  petroleum  products  and 
binder  twine;  also  in  tires,  tubes  and  batteries,  a  line  closely  related 
to  petroleum  products.  It  will  be  readily  recognized  that  volume 
output  in  these  lines  does  not  decline  in  direct  ratio  to  farm  income. 
Tractor  fuels  and  lubricating  oils  and  greases  are  essential  to  the 
putting  in  and  taking  oiT  of  the  crop;  so  also  is  binder  twine,  while 
tires  and  batteries  being  necessary  to  the  operation  of  cars,  trucks 
and  tractors  likewise  continue  to  be  used. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  work  of  the  year  are : 

1.  As  indicated  in  our  report  to  last  year's  Convention,  we  have 
carried  out  a  policy  of  consolidation  of  our  interests  in  petroleum 
products  distribution,  having  opened  new  agencies  at  four  points 
only  as  compared  with  eleven  last  year.  We  have  concentrated  upon 
developing  the  work  around  the  approximately  100  agencies  now 
operated  under  our  contract  with  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited 
throughout  the  Province. 

2.  There  has  been  an  enlargement  of  the  field  service.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  two  men  fully  employed  at  the  end  of  the  last  year,  one 
additional  man  and  car  were  engaged  for  a  period  of  two  months 
in  the  late  summer.  Subsequently  a  new  member  was  added  to  the 
field  staff  in  the  person  of  W.  J.  Hoppins,  former  President  of  the 
Junior  U.F.A. 

3.  An  agreement  was  undertaken  making  possible  a  province-wide 
dealer  organization  under  the  auspices  of  the  Co-operative  for  the 
sale  of  the  complete  line  of  goods  manufactured  or  distributed  by 
Canadian  Fairbanks  Morse,  Ltd. 

4.  The  work  of  Central  Office,  and  particularly  that  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board,  suffered  serious  interruption  by  frequent  consulta- 
tions about  and  research  for,  as  well  as  appearance  at,  the  sittings  of 
the  Royal  Commission  recently  conducted  in  the  oil  industry  in 
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Alberta.  The  Commission  recently  concluded  its  public  healings 
after  sittings  extending  over  a  period  of  fourteen  months. 

Your  Board  has  continued  to  maintain  contact  on  a  wide  scale 
with  other  branches  of  the  Co-operative  movement.  We  are  still 
represented  on  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  by  our  Chairman. 
Your  Board  assisted  in  the  organizing  and  conducting  of  the  annual 
conference  of  U.F.A.  co-operatives  held  in  the  first  week  of  December 
in  Calgary.  Your  Executive  has  carried  on  discussions  with  a  view 
to  co-ordination  of  work  with  the  Executive  of  the  Alberta  Co-oper- 
ative Wholesale  and  the  Executive  of  the  Edmonton  District  Farmers' 
Co-operative.  Central  office  has  been  in  almost  continuous  correspon- 
dence with  co-operatives  in  the  United  States,  Ontario,  Saskatchewan 
and  the  Maritimes.  Your  chairman  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  had 
the  opportunity  during  the  summer  of  making  an  inspection  of  the 
Consumers'  Oil  Refinery  at  Regina.  The  chairman  was  a  fraternal 
delegate  to  the  Co-operative  Congress  of  Canada  held  in  Regina  at 
the  end  of  June  and  spent  five  or  six  days  in  the  States  of  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin  making  an  investigation  of  the  methods  of  the 
Farmers  Union  Co-operatives  and  the  Midland  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  One  result  of  that  visit  is  the 
attendance  at  this  convention,  as  one  of  its  principal  speakers,  of 
Mr.  A.  W.  Ricker,  Editor  of  the  Farmers  Union  Herald,  and  long 
prominent  in  Farmers  Union  circles,  and  in  the  farmers  producer 
and  consumer  co-operatives  of  the  States  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin 
and  the  North  and  South  Dakotas,  Montana,  etc. 

PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS 

Each  passing  year  see.s  a  marked  increase  of  the  use  of  petroleum 
products  in  Alberta.  This,  of  course,  is  true  to  a  gi-eater  or  lesser 
degree  of  many  agi'icultural,  as  well  as  industrial  and  commercial 
areas  the  world  over,  owing  to  the  development  in  motorized  trans- 
portation, etc.  The  rate  of  increase  in  Alberta  is  accelerated  by  the 
increase  of  acreage  under  production,  characteristic  of  a  new  agri- 
cultural area,  the  abandonment  of  horse  power  in  favor  of  tractor 
power,  opening  of  new  areas  for  settlement,  increase  of  graded  and 
hard  surfaced  roads,  etc.  The  Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act  returns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Alberta  did  not  show  the  volume  used  in  the  province  until 
recent  years,  as  all  products  were  not  taxed  previous  to  1936.  Re- 
turns for  the  year  1939  are  not  yet  available.  The  1938  returns 
showed  that  taxable  petroleum  products  to  the  amount  of  78,952,230 
gallons  were  used  in  the  Province. 

Distribution  of  petroleum  products  has  a  unique  aspect  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta.  Within  the  past  few  years  Turner  Valley  has 
developed  a  potential  output  of  60.000  to  70,000  barrels  a  day,  but 
the  market  for  the  product  is  limited,  there  being  no  industrial  area 
to  speak  of  within  economic  i-ange,  and  no  means  of  conveying  the 
oil  to  market  yet  available  other  than  railway  transportation  or  trucks 
on  the  highways,  with  the  exception  of  the  pipe  lines  between  Turner 
Valley  and  Calgary.  Even  within  the  limits  of  the  restricted  pro- 
duction enforced  under  the  Gas  and  Oil  Conservation  Board  there  is 
ample  room  for  a  considerable  variety  of  enterprise  in  distribution. 
The  way  is  open  for  entrance  of  persons  with  limited  capital,  with  the 
result  that  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  irregularities  in  marketing 
conditions.  The  latest  records  of  the  Alberta  Government  show  that 
fifty-six  companies  are  licensed  to  do  business  as  wholesalers  of 
petroleum  products  in  this  Province.  In  the  face  of  these  conditions 
there  is  ground  for  satisfaction  in  the  steady  development  of  the 
Co-operative.  For  several  years  past  we  have  maintained  sixth  place 
on  the  list  of  wholesale  distributors  and  are  pressing  hard  with 
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Canadian  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  corporations  for  fifth 
place.  If  the  facts  could  be  ascertained  it  is  probable  that  the 
Co-operative  would  rank  third  or  fourth  in  volume  of  supply  to 
farmer  customers.  The  total  distribution  for  the  calendar  year  of 
1938  exceeded  four  million  gallons.  This  volume  is  an  increase  of 
21.23%  over  that  of  1938,  62.58%  over  1937,  136.58%  over  1936, 
the  first  full  year  of  operation  under  the  Maple  Leaf  contract.  The 
increase  of  business  in  Maple  Leaf  products  over  last  year  is  seen 
in  the  table  below.  It  will  be  noted  that  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
missions earned  under  the  contract  is  paid  to  local  agents  and  dealers, 
being  58.15%  in  1938  and  57.81%  in  1939. 

Comparison  of  Oil  Revenue  1938  -  39 

1938  1939 

Gross  commissons  received                           $132,461.20  $162,580.18 

Commissions  paid  to  agents  and  dealer 

accounts                                                   77,028.51  93,991.63 

Net  commission                                              55,432.69  68,588.55 

The  sums  paid  under  this  heading  do  not  enter  into  our  financial 
statements,  as  the  moneys  do  not  pass  through  our  office.  If  we  were 
operating  under  the  usual  jobbers'  contract  or  buying  supplies  on 
the  tankcar  market,  agents'  commissions  would  be  paid  directly  by 
ourselves.  Even  with  the  addition  of  these  figures  an  adequate  view 
of  the  extent  of  our  operations  is  not  given,  as  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum 
Limited  are  doing  all  the  work  of  supplying  our  agencies  and  have 
a  large  staff  of  office  and  field  workers  engaged  to  a  very  large  extent 
in  the  work  necessary  under  our  contract.  In  passing  we  may  say 
that  there  is  no  serious  overlapping  in  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
Company  and  the  Association.  Each  functions  in  its  special  interest. 
A  more  accurate  view  of  our  progress  is  obtained  from  the  records 
of  gallonage  output.  We  present  herewith  graphs  which  visualize 
the  progress  made  in  sales  of  fuel  oils  and  lubricating  oils. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  following  the  consummation  of  a 
deal  between  the  oil  companies  and  the  railway  companies  under  the 
Agreed  Freight  Rates  provision  of  the  Transport  Act  of  1939,  there 
was  a  downward  revision  of  freight  rates  on  petroleum  products, 
practically  universal,  though  to  a  varying  extent  throughout  the 
Province.  This  downwai'd  revision  of  freight  rates  resulted  in  some 
dislocation  of  our  arrangements  with  local  agents  who  were  doing 
trucking  for  the  Company,  but  the  revision  was  passed  on  to  the 
consumer  in  reduced  tank-wagon  rates  at  almost  every  point  where 
the  Co-operative  is  operating.  The  reductions  ranged  all  the  way 
from  one-tenth  of  a  cent  per  gallon  to  one  and  sixth-tenths  of  a  cent 
per  gallon,  reductions  on  the  whole  being  greater  in  Altagas,  our 
brand  of  tractor  fuel,  than  in  "Q"  or  standard  gasoline. 

In  October  of  1938  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  by  the  Al- 
berta Government  in  that  year,  began  sittings  in  the  City  of  Calgary 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  all  questions  pertaining  to  produc- 
tion, refining,  transportation,  distribution,  etc.,  of  petroleum  products 
in  this  Province.  The  Commission,  presided  over  by  Judge  A.  A.  Mac- 
Gillivary  with  Major  Lipsett  as  co-Commissioner  and  Mr.  J.  J. 
Frawley,  K.C.,  as  Commission  Counsel,  held  a  great  many  sittings 
extending  over  many  months  ciuring  1939.  The  Commission  con- 
cluded these  public  hearings  just  before  Christmas. 

By  invitation  of  the  Commission,  your  chairman,  together  with 
the  solicitor  of  the  Co-operative,  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  LL.D.,  pre- 
sented a  brief  to  the  Commission  in  the  month  of  June,  outlining  the 
position  of  the  Co-operative  in  the  distributing  system  of  the  Pro- 
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vince.  Many  questions  were  asked  by  the  Commissioners,  and  much 
interest  was  expressed  by  them  in  representations  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a  farmer-owned  and  controlled  organization.  In  the  month 
of  December,  during  the  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mission, Mr.  Brownlee  as  counsel  for  the  Co-operative,  again  appeared 
before  the  Commission,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Priestley,  and  presented 
a  summary  on  behalf  of  the  Association.  Undoubtedly  the  work  of 
the  Commission  was  very  thoroughly  undertaken,  and  has  resulted 
in  the  accumulation  of  a  vast  mass  of  information  on  the  entire  Oil 
Industry  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The  report  of  the  Commission- 
will  be  awaited  with  interest  by  all  persons  concerned,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  recommendations  which  can  be  given  practical 
effect  of  benefit  to  the  industry  and  to  consumers  alike,  will  be  made. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Co-operative  as  a  business  organiza- 
tion, the  Commission  was  a  source  of  considerable  expense  and  much 
dislocation  of  plans  on  the  part  of  the  committee  and  management. 
It  goes  without  saying  that,  as  an  organization  of  farm  people,  this 
will  be  regarded  as  a  contribution  to  progress,  if  the  results  of  the 
sittings  and  report  of  the  Commission  are  beneficial. 

It  becomes  increasingly  clear  to  your  board  that  there  is  much 
misunderstanding  among  the  public  in  connection  with  the  production, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  gasoline  and  other  petroleum  products. 
It  is  not  our  purpose  to  go  into  detail  in  this  report  in  respect  to  this 
question.  Millions  of  wordsi  were  spoken  and  written  down  with  the 
object  of  discovering  and  analysing  the  facts  before  the  Royal 
Commission.  To  make  any  attempt  at  a  summary  of  the  situation  in 
a  paragraph,  or  many  pages,  would  be  foolish  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
have  made  a  lifetime  study  of  this  business,  or  others  who  are  entitled 
to  be  regarded  as  experts.  We  can  only  say  that  the  deeper  we  have 
gone  into  these  questions,  the  more  knowledge  we  have  acquired  about 
them,  the  more  we  have  come  to  realize  that  there  is  little  prospect 
of  drastic  reductions  in  price  per  gallon  at  present.  It  is  true  that 
huge  fortunes  have  been  amassed  in  the  oil  business.  It  is  true  also 
that  individual  peisons  and  corporate  bodies  engaged  in  the  business 
have  made  considerable  money.  This  wealth,  however,  has  been 
amassed  not  by  sale  of  a  few  gallons,  or  a  few  million  gallons,  nor 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  but  by  distribution  of  vast  quantities 
of  petroleum  products  over  a  long  period  of  years. 

There  are  gi'eat  risks  attending  the  business.  The  business  lends 
itself  to  unusual  opportunities  for  crookedness  in  various  forms. 
As  a  Farmers'  organization  we  are  playing  our  part  in  building  a 
marketing  structure  during  a  period  when  conditions  are  so  variable 
as  to  cause  concern,  and  almost  consternation,  on  the  part  of  interests 
much  larger  than  ourselves.  We  have  succeeded  until  now,  in  avoiding 
any  serious  pitfalls,  but  are  all  too  conscious  of  the  possibilities  of 
making  mistakes  of  a  serious  nature.  Under  our  contract  with 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited,  we  are  receiving,  just  and  fair  treat- 
ment. We  are  marketing  an  increasing  quantity  of  first-class  goods. 
We  are  giving  a  service  to  farmers  equal  to  that  given  by  any  cor- 
poration. We  have  returned  dividends  to  an  extent  never  known 
before  in  the  oil  industry  in  This  Province. 

This  has  been  accomplished  in  a  period  of  declining  price  levels. 
Since  August  31st,  1935,  the  basic  tank  wagon  price  of  the  Province, 
which  is  the  price  the  farmer  pays,  has  gone  down  as  follows: 

Standard  (Maple  Leaf)  gasoline    6%c 

Tractor  gasoline  (Altagas)    4c 

Heavy  distillate    ___    6V2C 

In  1935  the  spread  between  Standard  and  Third  Structure  gaso- 
line  was  6V2  cents.    The  spread  now  is  only  3^/2  cents,  and  Standard 
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gasoline  now  sells  for  approximately  the  same  price  as  third  grade 
in  1935. 

The  question  of  lubricating  oils  requires  special  reference. 
During  the  past  two  years  tank  car  quantities  of  lubricating  oils 
have  been  delivered  on  railway  sidings  in  southern  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince to  the  order  of  salesmen  not  in  the  business  of  distributing  fuel 
oils,  and  in  some  cases  not  having  permanent  business  locations  in  the 
province.  A  few  of  our  locals  have  pooled  their  orders  for  lubricating 
oil  and  purchased  from  these  sources.  In  some  instances  the  price 
has  been  a  little  lower  than  our  price,  but  it  has  been  frequently 
higher,  though  farmers  have  bought  their  season's  requirements  at 
one  purchase,  furnished  their  own  drums,  paid  cash  in  advance  of 
delivery  and  suffered  the  inconvenience  of  waiting  drum  filling,  etc., 
at  sidings  in  cold,  late  winter  or  early  spring  weather.  Your  Co-op- 
erative Committee  tried  this  method  for  two  seasons  some  six  or 
seven  years  ago.  One  season  our  distribution  by  that  method  ex- 
ceeded 35,000  gallons.  We  abandoned  the  method,  and  there  was  at 
that  time  no  demand  for  its  continuance. 

There  are  several  considerations  to  be  kept  in  mind.  (1)  No 
co-operative  can  be  built  sucecssfully  if  its  management  bows  to 
demands  for  price  cutting  in  this,  that,  or  othe  other  commodity  in 
which  there  is  more  profit  than  in  other  lines.  (2)  It  is  possible 
to  conduct  a  sales  campaign  successfully  on  alleged  superior  quality 
of  oil,  though  the  oil  may  not  be  one  whit  superior  to  those  already 
in  general  use  in  the  district.  Lubricating  oil  is  a  commodity  which, 
because  of  the  varying  conditions  under  which  it  is  used,  is  subject  to 
unscientific  judgment.  Generally  speaking,  the  best  guarantee  of 
quality  is  the  prestige  and  stability  of  the  Company  selling  the 
product.  (3)  Users  of  petroluem  products  demand  and  require  an 
all  round  service  throughout  the  year.  We  could  not  expect  local 
agents  of  the  co-operative  to  serve  our  farmer  customers  with  gaso- 
line and  tractor  fuels,  delivering  frequently  at  a  loss  to  themselves 
at  the  farmer's  convenience  and  sometimes  waiting  for  payment  as 
well,  while  we  organize  co-operative  shipments  of  lubricating  oil  in 
which  the  margin  of  profit  is  greater,  giving  the  business  to  somebody 
else.  We  would  point  out  in  passing  that  our  lubricating  oils  are  ob- 
tainable at  the  same  price  at  all  of  the  100  Maple  Leaf  agencies, 
from  Coutts  on  the  International  boundary  to  Fairview  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Peace  River,  and  that  any  local  U.F.A.  or  farmer  can  have 
them  laid  down  at  the  nearest  railway  depot  by  the  barrel  quantity 
without  increase  of  price. 

BINDER  TWINE 

This  commodity  continues  to  be  one  of  the  major  lines  handled 
by  our  locals  and  district  co-operatives.  The  volume  handled  in  1939 
was  over  a  million  and  two-thirds  pounds,  approximately  seventy 
cars.  The  increase  was  19.65  9'  over  that  of  1938.  The  wholesale 
price  of  binder  twine  was  about  lYs  cents  a  pound  lower  than  in 
1938,  which  had  the  effect  of  nullifying  the  volume  increase  in 
dollar  value  of  turnover.  Retail  prices  were  on  the  whole  more 
evenly  maintained,  many  competitors  having  apparently  learned  by 
their  experiences  of  the  last  few  years  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
cost  of  handling.  Our  own  local  groups  have  more  uniformly  adopted 
the  plan  of  selling  twine  at  prevailing  retail  prices,  thereby  enabling 
themselves  to  pay  handling  charges  and  patronage  dividends  or  build 
up  local  reserves,  not  depending  solely  upon  returns  from  Central 
Office,  as  has  been  too  frequently  the  case  in  the  past.  It  should 
be  remarked  here,  that  there  cannot  continue  to  be  the  same  margins 
in  twine  for  either  retailer  or  wholesaler  if  the  price  of  twine  con- 
tinues to  decline. 
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We  wish  to  report  again  that  our  association  with  the  United  Grain 
Growers  Limited  in  the  distribution  of  twine  has  been  very  satisfac- 
tory. Utilizing  the  services  of  their  local  grain  "buyer  at  most  of 
their  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  elevator  points  in  the  Province, 
and  those  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  at  some  few  others,  U.F.A. 
members  requiring  twine  have  pooled  orders  and  bought  in  less  than 
carlot  quantities  at  carlot  wholesale  price,  eliminating  the  necessity 
of  arrangements  to  finance  a  carlot  order  and  distribute  by  truck 
from  one  point,  with  the  accompanying  extra  costs  of  transportation, 
bonding,  exchange,  etc.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  importance  to 
note  that  here  and  there  some  local  gi'oups  able  to  buy  a  full  car, 
being  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  larger  returns,  go  out  shopping 
for  bargains.  We  lose  their  buying  strength  as  a  central  organization, 
they  build  up  our  competitors,  and  frequently  when  the  transaction 
is  complete  nothing  has  been  gained  by  the  farmers  buying  the 
twine,  nor  by  the  co-operative  movement  either  locally  or  province- 
wide.  True,  it  is  always  possible  to  make  a  little  extra  money  by 
shopping  around;  but  where  do  we  get  as  farmers  in  the  long  run? 
We  save  a  few  dimes  and  end  up  by  having  no  farm  organization  or 
other  co-operative  to  do  our  work;  no  strength  to  meet  extraordinary 
conditions;  no  ability  to  meet  a  farmer's  need  for  credit;  no  reserves 
to  apply  against  inventory  losses  when  caught  with  stocks  on  hand 
some  season  when  prices  drop. 

There  is  war  in  Europe.  Ship  bottoms  are  all  under  control  of 
a  war  board.  The  outlook  for  purchase  of  British  or  Holland  twine 
for  1940  is  none  too  assuring  at  the  moment.  Some  small  factories 
which  have  turned  to  twine  manufacture  in  recent  years  are  now 
on  full  time  production  for  marine  rope,  etc.  The  United  Grain 
Growers,  notwithstanding  these  disturbing  conditions,  being  the 
largest  buyers  of  binder  twine  in  Canada,  are  able  to  assure  us  of 
supply  for  the  crop  of  1940. 

TIRES,  BATTERIES,  Etc. 

Our  progress  in  the  sale  of  these  lines  is  not  spectacular,  but 
it  is  steady.  In  conjunction  with  our  contract  with  Maple  Leaf 
Petroleum  Limited,  we  entered  into  contract  to  distribute  the 
complete  line  of  goods  of  the  Atlas  Supply  Company  of  Canada.  In 
the  two  years  of  our  experience  with  this  line  we  have  had  real 
satisfaction  as  to  quality.  We  have  expanded  the  number  of  points  at 
which  stocks  are  kept  and  have  no  doubt  that,  in  course  of  time, 
this  will  become  one  of  our  major  lines  of  supply.  During  the  fiscal 
year  our  sales  reached  close  to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  encour- 
aging volume  bonuses  were  earned.  We  would  like  to  see  greater 
use  made  of  Central  Office  for  mail  orders  in  these  lines. 

FENCE  POSTS,  COAL,  Etc. 

Our  service  to  co-operating  locals  in  these  commodities  is  con- 
fined to  certain  areas  of  the  Province,  chiefly  the  prairie  sections. 
There  is,  however,  a  steadily  growing  demand  in  some  of  the 
wooded  and  semi-wooded  areas,  and  locals  have  found  it  profitable 
to  co-operate  in  the  purchase  of  carlots,  even  as  far  north  as  the 
Peace  River  areas.  In  these  lines  we  lack  exact  knowledge  of  the 
volume  of  purchases,  as  many  locals  have  had  their  connections  with 
nearby  coal  mines  and  with  suppliers  of  posts,  firewood  and  rough 
lumber  for  many  years,  and  do  not  make  reports  of  these  transactions 
to  Central  Office.  Such  activities  are  natural  and  economically 
sound,  where  they  involve  sources  of  supply  which  could  not  serve 
a  central  organization  covering  wide  territory.  We  would  like  to 
see  more  U.F.A.  locals  engaged  in  this  type  of  work  and  are  willing 
to  assist  them  to  the  extent  of  our  powers. 
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FERTILIZER,  FEEDS,  Etc. 


It  has  been  the  experience  of  many  of  the  largest  farm  co-opera- 
tives in  Eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States  where  dairying  and 
intensive  cultivation  are  the  rule  in  farming,  that  these  lines  form 
a  basis  on  which  sound  co-operatives  can  be  built.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  your  board  that  if  grain  prices  and  prices  for  dairy  products 
reach  higher  levels  there  will  be  a  real  opportunity  for  our  local 
groups  and  district  co-operatives  to  serve  in  these  lines.  Wider  use 
of  fertilizer  is  certainly  needed  in  parts  of  this  province. 

Poultry  feeds,  hog  and  cattle  supplements  are  receiving  more 
attention,  and  many  farmers  would  undoubtedly  have  been  benefited 
if  our  business  in  these  commodities  had  developed  to  the  point  where 
we  had  their  1940  supply  under  contract  at  1939  prices.  The  same 
may  yet  be  true  of  fertilizers.  The  Board  recognizes  the  need  for 
widening  the  scope  of  activity  in  these  lines  and  has  plans  for  the 
future. 

SEED  TREATMENTS  AND  POISONS 

There  has  been  a  marked  swing  away  from  formaldehyde  towards 
dust  treatments  for  smut,  etc.,  in  the  past  five  or  six  years,  and  we 
find  it  easier  to  secure  pooled  orders  for  dust  treatments  than  for  the 
liquid. 

A  number  of  locals  consistently  buy  their  gopher  poisons  through 
the  Co-operative,  though  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  towards 
municipal  councils  encouraging  killing  of  the  pests  by  supplying 
poison  at  low  abates. 

We  have  been  asked  to  make  horse  vaccine  for  encephalomyelitis 
and  derris  powder  for  bot  fly  available,  but  have  found  the  depart- 
ments of  agriculture  active  in  this  field  and  have  not  done  so. 

B.  C.  FRUIT 

The  season  of  1939  was  the  least  satisfactory  of  many  years, 
owing  to  restrictions  imposed  by  the  authorities  in  the  fruit  business 
in  B.C.  In  the  eaily  summer,  with  a  number  of  carlot  orders  for 
mixed  fruits  and  vegetables  in  hand,  the  annual  license  was  secured 
from  the  Fruit  and  Honey  Branch  at  Ottawa,  and  preliminary  steps 
were  taken  to  secure  supply  from  the  Okanagan.  Over  a  period  of 
many  weeks  while  the  market  was  active,  we  were  unable  to  change 
the  decision  of  the  chief  marketing  agency  which  was  against  supplying 
any  but  the  regular  wholesale  and  retail  channels  of  distribution. 
The  Co-operative  was  not  regarded  as  coming  under  that  category, 
though  we  have  been  buying  carload  lots  for  the  past  eight  years; 
the  ground  of  the  decision  being  that  we  have  no  warehouse  and  do 
not  maintain  supplies  available  the  year  round.  Subsequently  after 
much  correspondence,  telegraph  and  telephone  exchanges,  and  some 
personal  interviews,  the  decision  was  reversed  and  we  were  enabled 
to  ship  a  few  cars.  This  delay,  together  with  the  bad  hai'vest  season 
and  a  series  of  experiences  which  had  the  color  of  price  discrimination, 
cut  our  business  down  to  less  than  fifty  per  cent  of  expectations. 

It  perhaps  should  not  pass  without  comment  here,  that  the  at- 
tempts of  B.C.  fruit  growers  to  find  a  satisfactory  marketing  method, 
a  method  which  will  bring  them  greater  returns  as  farmers,  has  had 
the  effect  over  a  period  of  years  of  placing  first  one  stumbling  block 
and  then  another  in  the  way  of  co-operative  distribution  of  fruit 
in  this  province.  They  have  evolved  the  idea  of  "one  desk"  auth- 
ority, i.e.,  a  type  of  organization  which  places  in  the  hands  of  one 
authority  the  right  to  impose  quotas  on  shipment,  set  dates  of  release 
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for  the  various  varieties,  and  issue  a  tariff  of  prices  to  the  wholesale 
trade,  going  so  far  even  as  to  issue  "suggested  minimum  retail 
prices"  on  the  prairies.  The  control  v/as  so  absolute  last  season 
that  to  undertake  to  maintain  existing  price  levels  w^as  the  only 
alternative  to  refusal  of  supply.  All  our  fruit  buying  groups  were 
notified  accordingly.  This  they  loyally  undertook  to  do,  it  being 
a  recognized  principle  of  co-operative  buying  organizations,  practi- 
cally the  world  over. 

In  several  instances  it  was  strangely  co-incident  that  merchants 
received  carload  quantities  who  had  not  previously  done  so;  ship- 
ments were  received  on  the  same  day  or  the  next  day;  and  the  price 
was  lower  by  as  much  as  twenty-five  cents  a  box  than  that  of  the 
local  co-operative.  A  further  coincidence,  affecting  one  of  our 
co-operatives  most  experienced  in  handling  fruit,  was  that  the  Dom- 
inion government  sent  in  cars  of  boxed  apples  for  free  distribution 
without  previously  notifying  either  the  co-operative  or  local  mer- 
chants. We  do  not  propose  to  be  easily  prevented  from  continuing 
in  the  distribution  of  fruit. 

STATIONARY  MACHINERY,  Etc. 

Early  in  1939  your  management  had  conferences  with  the  Alberta 
management  of  Canadian  Fairbanks  Morse,  Limited,  and  subsequently 
a  deal  was  worked  out  which  enables  the  Co-operative  to  offer  a  service 
in  the  many  lines  which  that  well  established  company  manufactures 
and  distributes.  There  is  a  complete  range  of  stationary  farm  equip- 
ment, electrical  appliances,  auto  and  tractor  parts,  radios,  paints, 
etc.,  of  the  highest  class  and  quality  at  warehouses  in  Calgary  and 
Edmonton ;  and  we  are  now  in  process  of  establishing  a  dealer  organ- 
ization that  will  make  these  lines  available  to  purchasers  at  many 
points  in  the  province. 

With  the  addition  of  these  lines  of  goods  we  are  in  a  position  to 
be  able  to  supply  almost  anything  which  a  farmer  ordinarily  uses  on 
his  farm,  excepting  field  machinery,  household  shelf  goods,  furniture, 
clothing,  etc.  We  hope  that  increasing  numbers  of  our  members 
and  other  farm  people  will  begin  to  ask  the  question  when  needing 
anything — "Can  I  get  this  from  the  farm  co-operative?" 

CREDIT 

Last  year  we  dealt  at  length  with  a  problem  universally  recog- 
nized as  serious  by  the  mercantile  world,  and  particularly  serious  for 
co-operatives,  i.e.,  extension  of  credit.  It  is  not  proposed  to  traverse 
the  same  ground  this  year.  We  wish  to  state,  however,  that  in 
Alberta,  and  particularly  in  a  business  where  goods  are  handled  on 
consignment  agreements  by  commission  agents,  too  much  care  cannot 
be  taken.  Our  production  is  periodic  within  the  year,  uncertain  from 
year  to  year,  and  in  addition  we  have  disastrously  unstable  price 
conditions.  The  background  of  the  past  forty  years  has  been  one  of 
almost  universal  credit  extension.  Agents  of  the  Co-operative  find 
themselves  pressed  for  credit  on  all  sides.  They  give  way  to  the 
pressure.  It  appears  to  be  necessary  for  th\em  to  do  so  in  order 
to  get  business  and  make  a  living.  In  ratio  to  the  volume  of  business 
done  our  losses  have  been  comparatively  small;  but  undoubtedly  as 
pointed  out  in  our  report  of  January,  1939,  credit  practices  are  a 
source  of  much  expense  and  have  a  tendency  to  impair  the  morale 
of  the  co-operative  movement  and  destroy  co-operative  organizations. 
We  trust  that  the  management  of  the  Co-operative  will  have  the 
sympathetic  understanding  and  support  of  every  delegate  of  this 
Convention  and  every  U.F.A.  member  in  dealing  with  this  as  yet 
unsolved  problem. 
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CALGARY  AND   EDMONTON  EXHIBITIONS 


Believing  in  the  value  of  dramatic  presentation  of  the  work  of 
the  Co-operative,  the  Committee  laid  plans  in  the  summer  of  1939  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  gathering  of  great  crow^ds  at  the  Calgary 
Stampede  and  the  Edmonton  Exhibition,  many  thousands  of  whom  are 
from  rural  parts  of  the  Province.  A  series  of  four  floats  was  placed 
in  the  Stampede  parade  illustrating  the  great  changes  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  U.F.A.  was  first  organized.  A  fine  team  of 
horses  drawing  a  stone  boat  carrying  a  walking  plow  representing 
1909  was  followed  by  a  rubber-tired  tractor  and  combination  har- 
vester representing  1939.  These  were  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  A  large  decorated  motor  truck  carrying  sta- 
tionary farm  machinery,  a  wind  electric,  water  system,  farm  lighting 
battery,  etc.,  came  next.  The  series  was  completed  by  a  horse- 
drawn  dray  carrying  a  bevy  of  young  girls  standing  by  household 
electrical  appliances  and  surrounded  by  modern  house  furnishings 
on  which  were  seated  members  of  the  Board.  These  floats  were  entered 
in  the  name  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association,  and  were 
illustrative  of  the  comforts  made  possible  for  the  farm  by  the 
economies  of  co-operation.  A  fine  colt  led  by  a  boy  took  up  the  rear, 
carrying  advertising  of  the  Co-operative  Milk  Company  of  Calgary, 
whose  magnificent  greys  were  loaned  for  the  purpose.  The  exhibit 
attracted  much  attention,  its  large  and  significant  messages  on 
co-operation  undoubtedly  serving  as  a  first  lesson  in  these  things  to 
many  thousands  of  people,  young  and  old. 

A  fine  stand  was  secured  just  inside  one  of  the  main  entrances  to 
the  Edmonton  Exhibition,  similar  goods  exhibited  and  the  same  signs 
erected  over  a  booth  and  an  outside  display  visited  by  large  numbers 
of  people  through  the  Exhibition  week. 

We  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  exhibit 
in  the  office  and  registration  room  on  the  Mezzanine  floor  of  the 
Macdonald.  It  is  well  worthy  of  your  notice,  and  you  will  find  there 
members  of  the  staff  of  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited,  United  Grain 
Growers  Limited,  Fairbanks  Morse  Limited,  suppliers  of  the  Co-op- 
erative who  will  courteously  answer  your  enquiries. 

CO-OPERATION  IN  U.S.A. 

Duiing  June,  1939,  our  chairman  spent  a  week  in  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin,  looking  into  the  operations  of  the  two  large  central 
co-operatives  located  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  the  Farmers'  Union 
Central  Exchange  and  the  Midland  Co-operative  Wholesale.  His 
reports  of  the  phenomenal  progress  made  by  these  organizations  and 
the  local  groups  affiliated  with  them  have  been  of  so  much  interest 
to  your  Board  that  arrangements  were  made  to  secure  a  speaker  from 
the  Farmers'  Union  Central  Exchange  for  this  Convention,  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Ricker. 

There  is  a  great  similarity  between  the  conditions  confronting 
the  farmers  of  the  northern  tier  of  States  and  those  of  Western 
Canada.  Their  efforts  at  organization,  especially  in  co-operative 
buying,  have  much  value  for  us  as  a  field  of  study,  and  may  yet 
have  even  a  more  practical  value  as  a  source  of  supply  for  certain 
lines  of  manufactured  goods. 

Central  Office  has  been  in  touch  with  several  of  the  large  regional 
co-operatives  of  the  U.S.A.  for  the  past  two  years,  with  reference 
to  a  tractor  now  being  produced  by  them  under  a  new  co-operative 
organization  which  they  have  set  up  entitled  National  Co-operatives 
Incorporated.  Several  thousand  of  these  modern  rubber-tired  trac- 
tors have  now  been  produced,  including  more  than  one  hundred  sold 
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by  the  United  Farmers'  Co-operative  of  Ontario,  and  a  few  by  the 
Saskatchewan  Co-operative  Wholesale.  The  chairman  accumulated 
much  valuable  information  on  these  matters,  talked  tq  farmers  oper- 
ating the  machine,  visited  the  factory  where  Co-op  tires  are  produced, 
and  discussed  the  subject  with  the  management  of  the  Exchange, 
with  the  result  that  the  Board  in  contemplating  the  possibility  of 
bringing  in  demonstration  units  of  the  Co-op  Tractor  in  1940. 

The  spectacular  yet  apparently  solid  results  of  co-operative  elTort 
in  these  States,  especially  since  financial  assistance  was  made  available 
by  the  Federal  Government  under  President  Roosevelt,  will  undoubt- 
edly stimulate  interest  in  co-operation  in  Canada. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Since  the  last  annual  U.F.A.  Convention,  five  meetings  of  the 
Board  and  fifteen  meetings  of  the  Executive  have  been  held.  The 
annual  Shareholders'  meeting  took  place  immediately  following  the 
Convention,  and  a  special  Shareholders'  meeting  immediately  pre- 
ceding this  Convention.  The  annual  conference  of  U.F.A.  District 
Co-operatives  was  held  in  December  in  Calgary.  At  that  conference 
the  resignation  from  the  Board  of  Mr.  Norman  D.  Stewart  was  regret- 
fully received.  He  was  succeeded  in  office  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Smith, 
manager  of  Acadia  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Association.  The  Board 
again  has  been  ably^  served  during  the  year  by  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C., 
LL.D.  as  solicitor,  whose  advice  and  counsel  in  all  matters,  and  par- 
ticularly in  connection  with  the  sitting  of  the  MacGillivary  Royal 
Commission  have  been  invaluable.  At  the  annual  Shareholders' 
meeting  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Morrison,  chartered  accountants  of 
Calgary,  were  appointed  auditors.  The  work  of  the  Co-operative 
Committee  has  been  regularly  reviewed  by  the  U.F.A.  Executive. 

FIELD  SERVICE 

As  previously  stated,  we  regard  the  development  of  our  field 
service  as  very  important.  This  province  of  ours  is  very  large.  To 
organize  the  men  and  women  living  on  its  one  hundred  thousand 
farms  or  even  any  significant  proportion  of  them  is  a  colossal  task, 
whether  it  be  for  general  purposes  or  for  co-operative  marketing  or 
co-operative  buying.  Many  of  the  special  interests  of  the  farm 
movement  have  developed  a  field  service  of  their  own.  In  our  con- 
nections with  suppliers  of  various  commodities  the  business  of  the 
co-operative  is  constantly  being  brought  to  your  attention  where  you 
live  on  the  farm.  It  should  be  the  special  function  of  our  own  field 
service  to  build  up  the  farm  organization  through  the  work  of  the 
co-operative,  developing  the  co-operative  spirit  and  making  our  people 
feel  that  the  work  of  the  Co-operative  is  their  work. 

We  recognize  that  there  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  fulfil- 
ling this  ideal.  Business  practices  require  a  practical  hardheadedness 
that  will  protect  the  interests  of  the  business.  In  the  extension  of 
credit,  foi^  instance,  it  frequently  occurs  that  our  field  men  must  act 
as  collectors,  and  it  requires  tact  and  judgment  on  their  part,  and 
reasonableness  and  understanding  as  well  as  a  sense  of  honor  on  the 
part  of  the  farmer  to  whom  the  credit  has  been  extended.  It  is  not 
to  be  looked  for  that  this  anomalous  situation  will  ever  be  fully 
overcome,  but  it  will  be  the  work  of  our  field  service  to  attempt  to 
do  so,  and  as  the  true  mear.ing  of  co-operative  effort  becomes  more 
understood  we  hope  and,  expect  that  the  service  of  our  field  workers 
will  be  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  that  it  will  become  more  and. 
more  effective.  : . 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 

In  1939  it  was  decided  to  change  the  ending  of  the  fiscal  year  of 
the  Co-operative  from  March  31st  to  October  31st,  which  caused  that 
financial  year  to  be  one  of  only  seven  months.  We  present  herewith 
a  statement  covering  the  twelve  months  ending  October  31st,  1939. 
There  would  be  no  value  in  a  comparison  of  the  two  fiscal  periods. 
Appended  is  a  statement  of  the  dividends  paid  during  the  fiscal 
periods  elapsing  since  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Committee  first  began 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  purchasing  agency  at  Central  Office 
in  January,  1931. 

CONSOLIDATED  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
as  at  October  31st,  1939 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 


Fixed  Assets   $47,678.21 

Liquid  Assets      47,175.32 

 $94,853.53 

Current  Liabilities   $  2,453.58 

Deferrable  Liabilities     13,235.35 

Plant  Liabilities     23,320.39 

Reserves — including  provision  for  dividends  of 

period    22,984.24 

■    61,993.56 

Surplus  Assets   $32,859.97 


REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 

Revenue  for  year  ending  Oct.  31,  1939   "-$61,519.84 

Expenditures      24,675.84 


$36,844.11 

Dividends      24,607.94 


Surplus  for  current  vear   $12,236.17 

Surplus  as  at  November  1,  1938    20,623.80 

 $32,859.97 


DIVIDENDS  PAID  SINCE  1931 

Nineteen  months  ending  March  31,  1933 
Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1934  . 
Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1935 
Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1936  — . 
Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1937  — 
Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1938  — - 
Seven  months  ending  October  31,  1938 
Financial  year  ending  October  31,  1939 

$104,840.59 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 

C.  A.  FAWCETT, 

D.  H.  SMITH. 


$  9,639.44 
6,563.35 
6,724.08 
8,131.69 
13,460.43 
.  17,882.43 
17,831.23 
.  24,607.94 
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MIMJTES  OF  THE  THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE  UNITED  FAmiERS  OF  ALBERTA 
MCDONALD  HOTEL,   EDMONTON,     JP^mi'm  16-19,  1940 


The  Convention  wes  called  to  order  by  the  president, 
Robert  Gardiner,  at  9:45  a.m. 

INVOCATION.     Rev.   Ross  Cameron  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  pronounced  the  Invocation. 

OPENINO  ADDRESS  v/as  given  by  His  Honor,   the  Lieut. 
G-overnor  Bowen, 

ADDRESS  OF  'IfZLCOME.     Mayor  J.  W.  Fry  of  Edmonton  welcomed 
the  delegates  to  the  city  of  Edmonton. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAIRMAN.     lllr.   Gardiner  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  convention. 

C ONVENT ION  CO M'lITTEBS .     Suggested  slate  of  convention 
committees  was  approved  as  follows: 

Order  of  Business  Ushering 

Geo.  E.  Church  J.  M.  Wheatley 

Hugh  Allen  F.  S.  Beatt 

Jas.  Bentley  W.  J.  Hoppins 

Ivirs .  T.  Ross  Wm.  Runte 

L.  Lee 

Carl  Golvin 

Geo.  Thring 

Resolutions  Credentials 

H.  E.  Spencer  M.  H.  ''ard 

R.  Kennig  L.  Lee 

M.  R.  \Vard  C.  Colvin 

r.Ir.  Hugh  Allen  took  the  chair  and  called  on  President 
Gardiner  to  deliver  his  annual  address,  l^Ir.  Gardiner 
was  greeted  with  applause. 

ANirUAL  ADDRESS  PRESIDENT  U.F.W.A    IVirs .  Malloy  Berger, 
President  of  the  "^.F.V'/.A.  presented  her  address  and  was 
given  a  hearty  reception. 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  PRE3IDE^^  OF  JUITIOR  BRANCH.     Geo.  Thring. 
of  Coronation  presented  his  first  address  as  president  of 
Junior  Branch.     His  address  was  well  received. 
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BOARD  REPORT,  was  read  by  Mr.  Priestley.  Moved  S.  Sears, 
P.  Berger  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Moved  E.   Cammaert,  Rogerson,  that  v/e  nov/  adjourn. 

Carried . 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

E.   J.  GARLAND.     Moved  Mr.  Baker  of  Gwynne  and  seconded,  that 
we  express  to  Mr.  E,   J.  Garland  our  appreciation  for  the 
splendid  service  he  has  rendered  the  farmers  of  this  province 
andextend  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garland  our  best  wishes  for  their 
future  success.  Carried. 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

BOARD  REPORT.     Discussion  on  the  Board  report.  After 
several  questions  had  been  answered  the  motion  to  adopt  v/as 
carried . 

FINANCIAL  STATEIISNT.     Moved  Beatt  and  seconded  that  the 
report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

J.  M.  V/heatley  took  the  chair. 

J.  F.  Sutherland  expressed  appreciation  to  the  United  Grain 
Growers  for  their  support  throughout  the  years. 

Balance  Sheet.  Adoption  moved  by  P.  S.  Beatt  and  seconded. 
After  some  discussion,  carried. 

ORDER  O'P  BUSIN?]SS.     On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee  Mr.  Church  moved  that  consitutional  amendments  be 
nowjtaken  up.     Seconded  Beatt  and  carried. 

6  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (covering  also  #5)  Sup.  (Board 
Resolution)  "V/hereas,  at  the  1939  convention  of  this  Assoc- 
iation it  v/as  decided,  on  recommendation  of  our  Board  of 
Directors  "that  we  ce^se  all  our  direct  political  activities," 
and  "that  no  individual,  local  or  association,  be  allowed 
in  any  circumstances  whatever  to  use  any  Dart  of  the  U.F.A. 
machinery  to  endorse  or  promote  the  interests  of  a  political 
party  or  movement",  and 

'■.'hereas,   inasmuch  as  general  elections,  both  Provincial 
and  Federal  are  impending,  various  political  parties  and 
movements  may  seek  to  enlist  as  candidates  men  and  women 
from  among  the  leadership  of  our  Association,  and 


YvTiereas,  the  acceptance  of  such  ccndidatures  will 
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inevltably  lead  to  a  situation  where  leaders  of  our 
Association  will  find  themselves  on  opposing  platforms,  and 

V/hereas,   such  a  situation  is  inimical  to  the  solidarity 
and  general  wellbeing  of  the  whole  United  Farmer  movement; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  as  a  safeguard  against  this 
disrupting  influence,  that  Clause  6  of  Section  7  of  our 
Constitution  and  Bylaws  be,  and  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  all  words  after  the  word  "shall"  and  substituting 
therefor^  the  v/ords  "within  one  month  from  the  date  on  which 
the  cause  occurs  be  declared  vacant  by  the  Board  or  the 
Executive  v/hen  a  director  - 

(a)  ceases  to  be  a  resident  of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  or 

(b)  is  convicted  of  any  offense  under  "The  Criminal 
Code",  except  at  the  discretion  of  the  Central  Board, 

or 

(c)  becomes  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta  or  the  Parliament  of 
Canada,  or 

(d)  Becomes  a  paid  employee  of  any  political  party,  or 

(e)  dies,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  Clause  7  of  Section  7  of  our 
Constitution  and  By-lsws  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Lengthy  discussion  followed.     Moved  Russell  Johnston,  seconded 
that  discussion  on  this  resolution  be  tabled  to  permit  Mr. 
Beatt  to  bring  in  a  resolution.  Lost. 

Llr.  Johnston  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  in  clause  (e) 
the  words  "a  candidate  for  a  seat"  and  insert "member  of". 
Seconded.  Lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Discussion  on  original  motion.     Moved  Church  that  the  word 
"directors"  be  struck  out  and  "officers''  substituted.  Second- 
ed by  E.  Gamma ert. 

After  a  lot  of  discussion  moved  E.  A.  Carey,  E.  Vfegler  that 
the  resolution  be  sent  back  for  redrafting.  Carried. 

-OTed        v;.  Scott  that  we  instruct  the  com^nittee  to  put  in 
all  U.F.A.  members.     Seconded.     On  the  vote  being  taken  only 
two  voted  for  it. 
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Moved  J..M.  Bentley,  seconded  Beatt,  that  the  U.F.A.  and 
U.F.W.A.  officers  be  included.  Carried. 

PRiyiLEGE  OF  TKZ  FLOOR.     Moved  P.  S.  Beatt  thnt  all  U.F.A. 
members  in  good  standing  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  the 
floor.     Seconded  Russell  Johnston  and  carried. 

89  I\'IERffl5RSHIP  DUES     (V/etsskiwin  Federal  Board)  V/hereas, 
the  dues  of  the  U.F.A.  were  reduced  in  the  hope  thst  a  lower 
membershiD  fee   '.'ould  lead  to  a  greatly  increased  membership, 

and 

Whereas,  the  reduction  in  dues  did  not  materially  affect  the 
membership,  and 

V/hereas,  the  organization  is  handicapped  by  lack  of  funds  to 
do  effective  organization  work,  and 

Whereas,  there  has  never  been  a  time  in  agrbulture  when  it 
was  so  necessary  that  we  have  a  strong  farmer  organization, 
and  more  organization  work  is  absolutely  necessary; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  dues  be  increased  to 
two  dollars. 

Moved  H.  Heath  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  I\(Ir.  Hays  that  this  amendment  be  put 
into  effect  in  1941.     Seconded  Cammaert. 

Amendment  lost  by  a  large  majority.     Original  motion  lost 
by  a  large  majority. 

84  U.F.A.  and  U.F.G.    (Board  Resolution)  covering  3,  10. 
■'.Tiereas,  there  are  two  farmers*  organizations  within  the 
Province,  viz.,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the 
United  Farmers  of  Canada  (Alberta  Section),  and 

Vv'herer^s,  the  objective  of  each  seems  to  be  identical,  and 

V/hereas,  we  believe  there  s-hould  be  but  one  organization  to 
speak  for  and  represent  the  farmers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   th^t  we  instruct  the  Board  to 
appoint  a  small  committee  to  meet  a  similar  committee  of 
the  U.F.C.  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  attaining  this  end, 
and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  next  Convention. 

Moved  Priestley,  Beatt.     Carried  unanimously. 

11  TH/vNF:S  to  bracken  COIVUnTTEE  (Acadia  Feder-l  G.A.) 

V/hereas,   the  Bracken  V/heat  Committee  has  accomplished  much 
by  presenting  the  case  of  the  western  farmers  to  the 
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of  the  whole  Dominion  and  especially  to  the  Dominion 
Govermnent ; 

Therefore  we  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to  all  members  of  the 
Bracken  WTieat  Committee, 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Mov^d  in  amendment  J.  K.  Sutherland  that  the  follov/ing  words 
be  added  "and  we  ask  that  this  work  be  continued".  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

#12  GRANT  TO  FARM  YOUNG  PEOPLE »S  V/EEK     (Acadia  Federal  C.A,  ) 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  trustees  of  the  IVheat  Board  Monies 
Trust  Account  for  a  grant  to  the  Extension  Department  of  the 
University  of  Alberta  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  young  people  attending  the  Farm 
Young  People's  V/eek  in  Edmonton. 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Mr,  Baker.  Carried. 

#15  SUPPORT  FOR  ^.VESTERN  FARM  LEADER  (Acedia  Provincial  C.A.) 

Whereas,   for  many  yesrs  the  U.F.A.  issued  its  own  nev/spaper 
to  fill  a  long  felt  need  for  a  reliable  publication  to  deal  with 
our  various  organization  activities,  to  publish  educational 
matter  on  subjects  of  special  interst  to  farmers,  and  in 
general  to  serve  the  farming  community  free  from  the  control  of 
individuals  or  institutions  whose  only  interest  is  to  serve 
themselves,  and  continued  to  issue  this  newspaper  until  1935 
when  a  reduced  membership  made  it  necessarj'-  to  suspend  publica- 
tion, and 

V/hereas,  Norman  Smith,  editor,  and  fvirs.  Smith  have  since 
that  time  continued  to  serve  the  farmers  of  Alberta  through 
the  V/estern  Farm  Leader; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  express  its 
sincere  appreciation  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  for  many  years  of 
unselfish  service  to  the  U.F,A.  and  in  particular  for  their 
support  of  the  farmers'  cause  during  the  campaign  for  an 
operative  wheat  board  and  a  minimum  price  of  80  cents  per 
bushel  for  wheat,  basis  No.  1,  f.o.b.  Fort  V/illiam,  nnd 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  offer  our  continued  support 
to  the  V/estern  Farm  Leader  and  recommend  that  all  locals 
canvass  their  districts  for  subscribers, 

Levi  Bone 

Moved  Russell  Johnston/and  carried  unanimously. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  A^ilENDRffiNT  Chair  advised  f-at  discussion  on 
the  constitutional  amendment  would  be  resumed  in  the  even- 
ing at  the  conclusion  of  J^tr.  Brownlee's  address. 

#14  LARGER  SCHOOL  DIVISIONS  covering  15, 18. (U.F. A.  Executive) 

Vfhereas,  the  system  of  larger  school  divisions  was  established 
with  the  object  of  giving  better  facilities  for  the  education 
of  rural  students,  and 

Whereas t   in  making  the  change  in  administration  from  local  to 
the  divisional  boards    here  is  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  inter- 
est among  the  general  public,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  of  utmost  importance  that  the  interest  of  the 
local  people  be  continued  in  educational  matters; 

al 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Division/Boards  be  asked 
to  co-operate  with  the  local  boards  to  the  full  extent  that 
the  Act  allows,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,   that  the  Act  be  amended  to  enable  a 
vote  to  be  taken  in  five  years  time  to  determine  v/hether 
any  division  should  continue  or  the  schools  in  it  be  returned 
to  the  original  school  districts . 

Moved  Sutherland.     Seconded  Beatt. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  five  years  be  struck  out  and  one  year 
substituted.  Seconded. 

Moved  Beatt  that  we  do  now  adjourn.     Carried  at  5:45. 


TUESDAY  EVENING 

FIVE  MIn'TTTE  ADDRESS,  by  Rev.  Geo.  I.lacdonald ,  Knox  United 
Church,  Edmonton. 

ADDRESS  GEORGE  HOADLEY  member  of  the  National  Committee 
for  Mental  Hygiene  gave  a  report  of  their  findings  until 
7:40  when  a  collection  was  taken  up  to  help  defray  costs  of 
broadcasting.     J.Ir.  Hoadley's  address  was  completed  after 
Mr,   Brownlee  had  spoken, 

COLLECTION    amounted  to  about  $57.00. 

J.  E.  BROV/I^TLEE,  pr.C,  L.L.D.  acdressed  the  convention  on 
"Why  Farmers  Should  Organize".     His  address  was  broadcast 
over  CERN  and  C^'CN. 

Mr.  Brownlee's  address  was  received  with  applause. 


Adjournment  at  11:00 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING 


President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     r-Ir.   Church  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of 

Business  Committee  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Co-operative 

Board  be  now  heard.     Seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OE  U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OP.  read  by  Mr. 
Priestley,  Adoption  moved  Beatt,  Bone. 

Discussion  followed  until  11:55  whai  nominations  for 
president  were  received. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT  1940 

E.  Cammaert  nominated  R.  Gardiner 

v;.  V/,  Scott  nominated  J.  M.  Bentley  (withdrew). 

H.  E.  Spencer  was  nominated  (withdrew) . 

Hugh  Allen  was  nominpted  (withdrew). 

S.  S.  Sears  nominated   (withdrew  after  having  made  statement). 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 
He  thanked  the  delegates  for  having  elected  him  once  more 
as  president  of  the  organization  and  urged  that  when  the  time 
comes  and  they  feel  a  change  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
organization  not  to  hesitate  to  make  that  change. 

During  the  morning  the  Grain  Clubs  of  the  north  were 
introduced  to  the  convention  and  asked  to  attend  the 
Thursday  evening  dance  as  guests  of  the  convention. 

Adjournment  12:15. 

V.^DNESDAY  AFTERNOON 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.     J.  M.  Bentley  and  N.  F. 
Priestley  nominated: 

ORDEF  OF  BUSINESS.  Committee  recommended  that  we  resume 
discussion  on  the  Board  report  and  at  4  p.m.  vote  on  the 
vice-presidency  to  be  taken.  This  recommendation  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  the  Co-op.  was  adopted. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     lloYed  Church  that  we  take  up  resolutions 
pertaining  to  the  Co-operative  at  the  conclusion  of  Mr. 
Picker's  address  and  that  Mr.  Ricker  be  asked  to  speak  at 
this  time. 

A.  W.  RICKER,  Editor,  Farmers'  Union  Herald,  St.  Paul.  Minn, 
was  introduced  to  the  delegates  by  Mr.  xri'stfey.    He  dealt 
at  some  length  with  the  set  ud  they  had  in  the  States  at 
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the  present  time  and  how  that  organization  had  come  about. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  lir.  Ricker  answered 
several  questions  from  the  delegates. 

Mr.   J.  K.  Sutherland  read  a  poem  written  by  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Farmers  Union  of  North  Dakota  re  the  drougrht. 

<r.  M.  V/heatley  in  the  chair. 

REx-ORT  07  CREDENTIAI3  COMMITTEE.     Ivlr.  V/ard  reported  for  the 
Credentials  Cominittee  as  follows:     There  are  the  follow- 
ing number  of  duly  accredited  delegates  -  U.F.A.  140, 
U.E.W.A.   58,   Junior  1,  officers  32,  total  of  231. 

Moved  Ward  that  this  report  be  accepted.     Seconded  and 
carried . 

66  CONSTITUTIONAL  A?.ffiriD^;ENT     (Redraft).     Moved  Spencer 
to  delete  the  word  "director"  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
clause  and  insert  the  following  "member  of  the  Central 
Board  or  a  director  of  the  U.F.W.A.  or  a  member  of  the 
Junior  U.F.A.  Executive  and  directorate.     This  includes  the 
following:  president  and  vice-president  of  the  U.F.A., 
presidents  and  vice-presidents  of  the  U.F.V/.A.,  President 
and  vice-presidents  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.,  all  U.F.A. 
directors,  all  U.F.W.A.  directors,  and  all  Junior  U.F.A. 
directors . " 

Resolution  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

6    REORGANIZATION  OF  U.F.A  CO-OP     (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A. ) 
Be  it  resolved,  that  we  instruct  our  Board  of  Directors 
to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  re-organize  the 
Central  Co-operative  Association  on  the  Rochdale  principles. 

Moved  Vjc.  McBride,  W.  IV.  Scott. 

BALLOT  FOR  VICE-PRESirENT .     During  the  discussion  on 
Resolution  7^6,  ballot  for  vice-president  was  taken.  Before 
the  vote  was  taken  the  candidates  addressed  the  delegates. 

6    RE0RGA:iIZATI0N  OF  U.F.A.  C:^-OP.     Discussion  resumed. 
Moved  in  amendment  that  we  strike  out  the  words  after 
"director"  and  substitute  the  following:  "that  we  set 
up  a  committee  to  sit  in  with  our  present  Co-opj  Board 
for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  possibility  of 
changing  our  set  up  to  conform  with  Rochdale  plan  and  still 
retain  our  Co-op  within  the  U.F.A.      Moved  E.  J.  Larter 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Antonsen. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  V/illiams,  "and  that  their  findings  be 
referred  to  the  next  convention."  Seconded. 
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Moved  •A'm.  Runte  that  I/Ir ,  D,   Gamache,  manager  of  the  St. 
Paul  U.F.A.  Co-op.  be  allowed  the  privilsges  of  the  floor. 
Seconded  and  lost. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  carried. 
Amendment  lost. 
Original  motion  lost. 

ELECTION  OF  VICE-PRESIDENT.     Mr.  \'Vard  reported  th^t  Mr. 
Priestley  was  elected  as  vice-president.     IJlr.  Priestley 
than.ked  the  delegates  and  stated  that  he  thought  the  time  was 
soon  coming  when  the  positions  of  vice-president  and 
manager  of  the  Co-op.  would  have  to  be  separated. 

7  POOLING  PURCII/iSING  PO^'.^R  (Lethbridge  U.F.A.) 
V/hereas,  the  price  the  farmer  received  for  his  product 
and  the  price  he  must  pay  for  the  things  he  buys  have  no 
relationship,  and 

ViTiereas,  we  believe  the  farmer  of  Alberta  can  best 
reduce  his  cost  by  pooling  his  purchasing  pov/er  through 
consumers  co-operatives,  and 

V^hereas,  the  U.F.A.  has  always  been  the  spearhead  of 
co-operative  education  in  the  past; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  instruct  our  Board 
of  Directors  to  take  steps  to  have  the  farmers  take  over 
the  management  and  control  of  the  local  units,  the  Central 
Office  acting  as  a  wholesale  to  the  local  units,  thereby 
pooling  the  purchasing  pov/er  of  the  membership  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta. 

Moved  Vv.  vV.  Scott  and  seconded. 

IVbved  I^Ir.  Porter  that  a  committee  of  three  from  the  con- 
vention be  appointed  to  meet  the  U.F.A.  Co-op.  v/ith  a 
view  of  making  possible  changes  and  report  back  to  the 
convention  next  year.  Seconded  E.  J.  Larter. 

The  convention  voted  not  to  allow  this  resolution  to  be 
put  after  the  action  on  #6. 

After  some  announcements  had  been  made,  moved  Beatt  that 
we  now  adjourn.     Carried  at  6:05. 

V/EDNESDAY  EVENING 
Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

FIVE  MimTS  ADDRESS    by  Father  McCannell  of  St.  Josephs 
College. 
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ROOSEVELT  AGRICULTUR.\L  POLICY.     Mr.  A.  W.  Picker  addressed 
the  convention  on  the  Agricultural  iPlicy  of  the  Roosevelt 
administration.     The  delegates  were  much  interested  in  the 
information  received.     Kis  address  was  broadcast  over 
CFRN  and  CFCN. 

COLLECTION  was  taken  to  he^)  defray  broadcasting  expenses. 
Total  collections  taken  up  amounted  to  C^llLieT 

Mr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

95  ISSUING  C/lPITAL  STOCK     (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.  ) 
Whereas,  co-operation  in  its  various  phases  is  very  necessary 
to  our  economic  life,  and  its  growth  should  be  fostered  at 
all  times,  and 

IfVhereas,  fair  selling  prices  and  return  of  profits  in  form 
of  dividends  is  very  essential  for  the  furtherance  of 
co-operative  enterprises,  and 

Whereas,  until  a  year  a  go  the  Central  Co-operative  dis- 
bursed the  mnjor  part  of  the  profits  earned,  but  during 
the  last  period,  even  in  the  face  of  the  1938  convention's 
ruling,  retained  over  45^  of  the  net  dividends  to  pay  for 
equipment  'employed  in  the  distributing  of  commodities, 
and  while  it  is  no  doubt  necessary  to  have  and  pay  for 
this  equipment,  the  money  used  to  do  this  was  part  of  a 
trust  fund  belonging  solely  to  the  patrons. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  moneys  retained  from 
net  dividends  in  the  past  dividend  period,  and  at  all  future 
times  for  purposes  of  capital  investment,  be  allocated  to 
the  patrons  according  to  the  amount  of  their  patronage 
and  capital  stock  issued  to  cover  these  deductions, 
wherever  such  individual  allocations  reach  the  sum  of  $25, 

No  mover. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMEND T.IENTS  ,     Moved  Church,   seconded  that 
we  now  take  up  resolutions  1  and  3.  Carried. 

1  CHANGING  FINANCIAL  AT.T)  RffirvIBSRSHIP  YEAR   (Josephburg  U.F.A.) 

V/ha?eas,  the  fal.l.  of  the  year  is  the  best  time  of  the  year 
for  membership  drives,  and 

''liereas,  new  members  paying  their  fees  at  that  time  will  be 
paid  up  for  the  balance  of  the  calendar  year  only; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Constitution  be  amended 
to  make  the  financial  and  membership  year  from  first  of 
October  to  the  30th  of  September. 


No  mover. 
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5  JUNIOR  AGE  LIMIT  (Junior  Business  Session)    V^ereas,  the 
Junior  U.F.A.  should  be  essentially  a  training  field  for 
citizenship ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  set  an  a^^e  limit  of  twenty- 
five  years  for  Junior  officers,  both  local  and  provincial. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Beatt, 

Moved  Mrs.  Lowe,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  Thurs- 
day afternoon  joint  session.    Seconded  and  carried. 

14    LAHGER  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS   (covering  also  15  and  18).  Taken 
from  the  table.     Moved  in  amendment  to  substitute  one  year 
for  three  years.  Seconded, 

Moved  as  a  sub -amendment  Mr.  Hohn  three  years  from  time  of 

inauguration.    Seconded.  ,  . 

( t ime . " 

Moved  Russell  Johnston  to  add  the  words  "from  the  present 
Sub-amendment  for  three  years  lost.  (Lost. 
Moved  in  amendment  Russell  Johnston  thet  we  add  after  the  word 
"five"  the  words  "from  the  present  time."  Seconded. 

Moved  Beatt  that  we  table  this  resolution.     Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  Evjen  that  all  taxes  be  charged  the  same  land  rate 
through  the  large  unit.     No  seconder. 

Amendment  lost. 

J.  M.  Vvheatley  took  the  chair. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "within  five  years  at 
the  time  of  the  next  provincial  election."  No  seconder. 

Original  motion  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  adjourn.  Carried. 

THURSDAY  MORNING 
Mr.  R.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

16  GRANT  FROM  LARGER  SCHOOL  UNITS   (Northern  Light  U.F.A.) 
Resolved,  that  all  schools  should  be  entitled  to  a  donation 
of  at  least  *10.00  from  taxes  paid  into  the  large  school 
unit  for  a  good  program  and  Christmas  tree  for  the  school 
children. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Lost. 

17  RURAL  HIGH  SCHOOLS.     (Merna  U.F.A.)     ^'Tiereas,  Alberta  has 
undertaken  to  reorganize  the  rural  educational  system,  and 

^AHiereas  to  secure  the  full  advantf^ge  of  the  large  school 
units  it  will  become  necessary  to  have  a  policy  for  rural 
high  schools  and, 
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Whereas  the  location  of  these  rural  high  schools  is  a 
matter  of  ijiajor  importance  if  we  are  to  make  the  great- 
est possible  contribution  to  a  rural  culture  end  the 
development  of  rural  leadership; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Alberta 
Government  to  establish  a  policy  of  rural  high  schools  in 
the  rural  districts  away  from  towns  and  villages. 

Ivloved  Colvin,  Baker. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  O'-^t  the  words  "av/ay  from  towns 
and"  ^nd  insert  "in  rural  districts  as  well  as".  Seconded. 

Amendment  lost. 

Resolution  lost. 

19    ZONE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  LICENSl^  PLATES   (Huxley  to  Grainger  D,A. ) 
\Vhereas,   it  is  beco.Tiing  increasingly  complicated  to  control 
traffic,  and 

V/hereas,   it  would  simplify  matters  if  each  license  plate 
distributing  point  were  issued  with  the  same  series  of 
nu  mbers  each  year,  making  i,t\  easier  to  remember  the  numbers 
and  easier  to  recognize  a  dzjc  from  a  certain  district,  as 
well  as  aiding  the  police  in  keeping  tab  on  any  unlawful 
traffic; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  arrange  to  allocate  certain  serial  numbers 
to  each  distributing  point,  and  arrange  to  have  this 
serial  number  sent  to  these  places  each  year. 

iVbved  Heath  and  seconded.  Carried. 

30    TAT^/,  ^EARCS  ^''JATER  PROPOSAL     (Acadia  Federal  C.A.  ) 
Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  endorse 
the  Pearce  Water  Proposal  as  being  suitable  for  a  P.F.R.A. 
undertaking,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  send  a  copy  of  this  res- 
olution to  the  Federal  Government. 

Moved  Russell  Johnston,  seconded  E.  A.  Wegler. 

Moved  Colbins  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.     No  seconder. 

Motion  carried. 

85  VOTE  OF  CENSin^E     (Holborn  Local  U. F. A.  ) 

^.'/hereas,  Tiany  farmers  are  objecting  to  the  officers  now  in 

control  of  the  U.F  A.  organization; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  disaDproval 
of  the  same  officers  going  back  into  office  year  a^ter 
year,  and  urge  the  delegates  to  put  new  men  in  their  places. 

Moved  Evjen  and  seconded.     Resolution  lost,  no  one  voting 
for  it. 

Mr.  Hugh  Allen  took  the  chair. 

60  V/ATER  CONSERVATION  (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A.  )  V/hereas, 
the  placing  of  water  upon  the  arid  soils  of  Southern 
Alberta  has  proven  of  great  value  to  the  residents  of  this 
district  and  of  national  benefit,  and 

Whereas,  the  supply  of  water  through  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway's  canal  system  near  Lethbridge  is  inrdequate  to 
meet  the  proper  irrigation  requirements  for  said  lands,  in 
that  the  flow  of  the  St.  Clary's  river  will  not  meet  the 
demand in  the  summer  months  when  irrigation  water  is  needed 
most,  and 

\\Tiereas,  there  appears  to  be  nothing  in  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  water  agreements  to  compel  said  comany  to  make  stor- 
age and  deliver  an  adequate  supply  ofwater,  and 

Whereas,   there  are  thousands  of  acres  which  are  going  to 
waste  upon  which  water  could  be  pl'^iced  to  a  great  advantage 
from  a  national  viev/point,  using  the  present  sj'-stem  as  a 
part  of  the  larger  system,   if  storage  facilities  were 
provided; 

Therefore  be  it  I'esolved,  that  we,  the  United  Farmers  and 
Farm  Women  of  Alberta  do  hereby  petition  your  G-overnment 
through  the  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation  Association,  and 
draw  to  your  attention  the  urgent  need  for  an  adequate 
water  supply  b-^^  storage  in  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
canal  system  at  Lethbridge,  Alberta,  and  we  further 
humbly  petition  your  Government  to  give  earnest  consider- 
ation to  the  development  of  our  natural  resources,   soil  and 
water,  in  this  district  wh^re  thousands  of  acres  could  be 
made  productive  and  sustain  a  thriving  contented  people. 

Moved.     Seconded  E.   J.  Larter. 

Moved  McDermid  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  after  the 
word  "and"  in  the  first  paragraph  and  that  the  following  be 
insetted:   "that  v/e  recom^iend  the  setting  up  of  an  Alberta 
V.'ater  Conservation  Board  composed  of  one  member  fro"^  each 
of  the  irrigation  projects."    Seconded  Duby. 

Chair  did  not  accept  this  substitute  motion. 

Moved  Cammaert  that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  for  re- 
drafting.    No  seconder. 

Moved  as  a  substitute  motion. 
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V^here&s,  there  is  an  important  movement  on  foot  at  the  pres- 
ent time  in  Southern  Alberta,  looking  to  the  preservation  of 
our  water  rights  in  certain  rivers  rising  in  the  United 
States  and  flowing  into  Alberta,  by  making  beneficial  use  of 
Alberta's  share  of  these  rivers,  as  determined  by  the  find- 
ings of  the  International  Joint  Commission  in  1931,  and 

ViHiereas  in  order  to  make  beneficial  use  of  these  waters,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  conserve  the  flood  water  and  the  v/inter 
flow  of  these  rivers  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  large 
tracts  of  arable  fertile  land,  which  are  now,  because  of 
lack  of  moisture,   incapable  of  producing  paying  cror^s  for  the 
people  who  are  living  thereon,  and  eking  out  only  a  bare 
existence  or  are  charges  upon  the  Government,  and 

Whereas,  with  irrigation  these  same  lands  could  be  made 
highly  productive  and  capable  of  supporting  a  larger  pop- 
ulation in  comparative  comfort,  and  become  a  source  of 
income  to  the  government,  and 

V/hereas,  in  order  to  conserve  the  water  of  the  said  streams, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  dams  in  various  convenient 
places,  and 

I'/hereas,  the  Dominion  Government  thro^^gh  the  P.F.R.A.  has 
made,  surveys  and  plans  and  estimates  of  costs,  preparatory 
to  the  to  the  development  of  a  scheme  to  bring  under 
irrigation  the  lands  above  referred  to,  and 

Whereas,  the  southern  Alberta  Vvater  Conservation  Council 
has  been  organized  to  promote  this  scheme  and  urpes  upon  the 
government  the  great  need  for  such  development; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  in  convention 
assembled  gives  full  support  to  this  water  conservation 
scheme  and  irrigation  development,  and  urges  the  Dominion 
Government  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  financing  the 
whole  scheme  and  to  appropriate  funds  at  this  session  of 
Parliament  sufficient  immediately  to  begin  the  construction 
of  the  key  proJe6t  -  a  dam  in  the  St.  R%ry  river  -  and  to 
ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  co-operate  to  the  fullest 
extent  in  this  important  movement. 

Seconded, 

Moved  Antonsen  that  we  now  take  the  question,  Seconded 
and  carried. 

Resolution  carried. 

21    INTERNATIONAL  HIGHWAY     (Acadia  Federal  C. A. )  Resolved, 
that  we  are  in "favour  of  the  fullest  possible  co-operation 
between  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
to  the  end  that  the  proposed  International  Highway  be  con- 
structed as  soon  as  possible. 
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Further  we  ask  the  various  Boards  of  Trade,  U.F.A.  organ- 
izations and  the  Provincial  Government  to  do  everything 
possible  to  have  this  road  located  in  Alberta. 

Moved  Beatt,  Levi  Bone.  Carried. 

97  C.P.R.  IRRIGATION  BLOCK     (Tudor  U.F.A.)     V.Tiereas,  v/e  feel 
that  we  are  rapidly  losing  the  water  rights  in  the  C.P.R. 
Western  Irrigation  Block,  and 

Whereas,   it  will  be  a  great  loss  to  the  farmers  of  that 
district  and  to  agriculture  as  a  whole,  if  this  happens, 
and 

Whereas,  the  P.F.R.A.  is  spending  money  to  build  dams  and 
canals  to  improve  and  readjust  conditions  on  the  prairies; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  and 
Provincial  Governments  to  take  over  the  Western  Irrigation 
System  from  the  C.P.R.  and  operate  it  at  cost,  or  turn  it 
over  to  the  farmers  in  tbat  area  to  be  operated  under  the 
same  system  as  the  Eastern  Irrigation  District,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved  that  pending  this  change  we  ask  the 
Provincial  Government  to  force  the  C.P.R,  to  stop  their 
present  policy  of  filling  in  canals  and  ditches  in  t he 
district. 

Moved  Emil  Cammaert  and  seconded.  Carried. 

9  UNION  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATIONS     (High  River  U.F.A.) 
Whereas,  there  are  many  a ssociations  or  groups  of 
agricultural  producers  now  existing  for  mutual  benefit 
purposes  and  for  the  general  improvement  of  agricultural 
conditions,  and 

Whereas,  this  multiplicity  of  organizations  does  not  lend 
itself  to  co-operative  effort  or  enable  us  to  achieve 
the  maximum  benefit ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  assembled  do  direct  th§ir  officers 
to  immediately  call  together  representatives  of  each  and 
every  organization  which  has  the  welfare  of  agriculturists 
as  their  objective,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  them  under  one 
major  organization; 

And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  when  this  Provincial  organ- 
ization is  properly  completed,  advances  be  made  to  similar 
associations  in  other  provinces  for  the  purpose  uniting 
agricultural  organizations  throughout  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 
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Moved  V/allace  and  seconded. 

On  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Hennig  asked  that  the  president 
of  the  U.F.G.   (Alberta  Section)  be  asked  to  address  the 
convention  from  the  platform  for  fifteen  minutes  this 
afternoon.     Seconded  and  carried, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  Recommended  that  Mr.  G.  G.  Coote, 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  speak 
immediately  after  Mr.  0.  S.  Longman  of  the  Field  Crops 
Department  of  the  Provincial  Government. 

Moved  Antonson  that  we  now  adjourn.    Seconded  and  carried. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 
R.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

0,S,LONGM/JSr  of  the  Field  Crops  Department,  addressed 
the  convention  on  "Field  Crops  Production  under  Wartime 
Conditions" . 

G.G. COOTE,  secretary  of  the  Canadian  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
gave  the  delegates  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the 
Chamber,  and  asked  for  the  support  of  the  delegates  for  this 
body. 

WINNERS  AT  THE  CHICAGO  INTERNATIONAL    Ilk-.  Gardiner  intro- 
duced Lloyd  ■  igby  of  17embley  and  Wm.  Skladen  of  Andrew, 
winners  of  the  wheat  and  oats  championships  at  the  recent 
Chicago  International,     He  congratulated  them  and  wished 
them  continued  success, 

U.F.C.    (Alta.  Section)  H.   J.  Boutillier,  vice-president 
of  this  body  addressed  the  convention  in  place  of  Mr.  Yusep, 
the  President.     He  stated  that  they  had  147  locals  at  the 
present  time  with  a  membership  of  over  3000, 

At  this  time  Mr.  Gardiner  introduced  the  Junior  President, 
Mr.  Geo.  Thring,  and  Miss  Blancte  Paulsen  and  Mr.  Gordon 
Sinclair,   junior  vice-presidents, 

Mr.  Thring  took  the  chair  for  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon, 

REPORT  OF  CON^/ENBR  ON  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  VTORK,     Mrs.  M.  Lowe 
gave  her  report  as  convener  of  Young  People's  work. 

Adoption  of  the  report  moved  and  seconded, 

YOUTH  TRAINING  COURSES.  Donald  Cameron,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Extension,  spoke  on  the  Youth  Training  centres 
and  gave  an  outline  of  the  work  they  are  doing.     He  urged 
the  delegates  to  support  the  training  schools  as  much 
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as  possible.     He  stated  they  had  2700  students  the  first 
year,  3733  the  second  year  and  3500  this  year. 

Mr.  Cameron  was  thanked  for  his  information. 

MISS  PAUL35N  Junior  Vice-President  then  addressed  the  con- 
vention for  a  few  minutes. 

GORDON  SINCLAIR    Junior  Vice-president  also  spoke  for  a 
few  minutes , 

APPRECIATION  OF  DRAMA.  AND  ;>C3IC.     Miss  Gwen  Pharis  of  the 
Extension  Department  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  to  the 
delegates  on  this  subject. 

5  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDLfflNT  (Junior  Business  Session). 
Whereas,   the  Junior  U.F.A.  should  be  essentially  a  training 
field  for  citizenship; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  set  an  age  limit  of 
twenty-five  years  for  Junior  officers,  both  local  and 
provincial. 

Moved  Spencer,  Beatt,  Carried, 

4  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (Junior  Business  Session) 
Resolved  that  in  t  he  interests  of  economy  and  efficiency 
a  president  and  two  vice-presidents  be  elected,  one  from 
the  north  and  one  from  the  south,  and  that  the  board  of 
directors  also  be  elected  but.  without  any  allotment. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Camraaert  to  strike  out  the  words  "but 
without  any"  and  substitute  "with".    Seconded  Antonsen. 
Lost. 

Resolution  lost. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS,     The  convention  adjourned  at  5:45 
for  the  election  of  directors. 


FRIDAY  MORNING 

Agreed  that  Mr.  V/right,  secretary  Alberta  Seed  Growers  be 
asked  to  talk  to  the  delegates  for  five  minutes  at  11  a.m. 

Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

9  UNION  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ASSOC MT IONS .     Discussion  resumed. 


Moved  Colbins  to  strike  out  the  word  "immediately". 
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Seconded  Duby, 
Amendment  lost, 

Mr.  Priestley  at  the  request  of  the  convention  gave  an 
outline  of  the  situation  in  Afenitoba. 

The  resolution  carried. 

22  AMENDMENT  TO  HAIL  INSURA^JCE  ACT     (Beddington  U.F.A.  ) 
Whereas,  the  Alberta  Hai  : Insurance  Act  as  novi  constituted 
does  not  permit  of  claims  settled  on  a  pro-rata  basis  being 
settled  in  full  in  any  particular  year; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  change  Sub-Section  3  of  Section  20  of  the 
Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Act  so  that  the  surplus  funds  of 
any  area  shall  be  available  for  the  payment  in  full  of 
claims  settled  on  a  pro-rata  basis  and  not  yet  paid  in 
full. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

25  AMEND?.1ENT  FUEL  TAX  ACT  (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.  )  v>.7hereas, 
the  Fuel  Tax  Act  of  1936  which  is  nov/  in  force,  does  not 
permit  of  the  issuance  of  oil  tax  coupons  for  custom  work, 
and 

VThereas,  the  tax  on  fuel  oil  as  well  as  all  other  operation 
costs  must  be  borne  by  the  farmer  who  hires  his  threshing, 
chopping,  field  work,  or  any  other  work  requiring  the  use 
of  an  engine  operated  by  fuel  oils,  and  therefore  discrim- 
inates against  the  farmer  who  does  not  own  his  own  tractor, 
and 

Whereas,  the  price  the  farmer  receives  for  his  grain  and 
most  other  commodities  is  already  below  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction and  does  not  alow  for  a  proper  standard  of  living; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  respectfully  request 
that  the  Provincial  Government  remove  this  discrimination 
by  amending  the  Act  to  permit  rebate  of  the  t  ax  on  all 
fuel  oils,  the  use  of  which  enters  into  the  cost  of  farm 
production,  either  when  used  in  the  farmer*s  own  tractor 
and  engine  or  indirectly  through  custom  work. 

Moved  Russell  Johnston  and  seconded. 

Moved  Heath  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

24  NEW  METHOD  OF  TAXATION     (Roma  U.F.A.)  ^'.Tiereas,  the 
economic  outlook  for  farmers  of  Western  Canada  has  become 
decidedly  discouraging,  and 
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Whereas,  low  produce  prices  and  crop  failures  are  partly 
to  blame  and  taxation  methods  also  are  most  unfair  to  the 
farmers ; 

Therefore,  we  urge  a  new  method  of  taxation  be  adopted  at 
an  early  date ; 

Funds  required  for  social  services  such  as  education  and 
health  should  not  be  raised  by  land  tax;  land  taxes  should 
be  confined  to  cost  of  services  benefitting  the  land. 

The  cost  of  education  and  health  should  be  borne  by  the 
people  benefitting  from    such  services,  and  this  tax  should 
be  administered  by  the  government. 

Moved  Bovver  and  seconded. 

Moved  Priestley  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.  Seconded 
and  carried. 

69  SUPPORT  FOR  BEET  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  (Iron  Springs  U.F.A. ) 
Whereas,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  Alberta  Farmers  that 
Alberta  grown  products  be  used  as  extensively  as  possible; 
and 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Beet  Sugar  Industry  creates  over 
$3,000,000  of  new  wealth  each  year,  giving  employment  to 
over  1000  farmers,  2400  farm  workers  and  575  sugar  factory 
workers ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  as  delegates  to  the 
32nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  pledge  ourselves  to 
use  Alberta  sugar  exclusively  and  to  urge  on  the  member- 
ship of  our  locals  the  use  of  Beet  Sugar  Products  wherever 
possible . 

Moved  Larter,  seconded  Baker.  Carried. 

70  REMOVAL  OF  TAX  ON  BEET  SUGAR.  (Brooks  U. F. A . )  Whereas, 
there  is  a  large  sugar  market  in  the  western  provinces  th^t 
could  be  supplied  by  beet  sugar  produced  in  irrigated  areas; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government 
waive  the  sugar  tax  on  beet  sugar,  so  as  to  encourage  the 
erection  of  sugar  beet  factories  in  the  irrigated  areas. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

HOWARD  TOIGET.     Spoke  to  the  delegates  on  the  Alberta 
Crop  Improvement  Association. 

Hugh  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Moved  that  the  Executive  be  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  bona  fide  grain  growers  to  sit  in  with 
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the  Alberta  Crop  Improvement  Association  when  they  are 
discussing  the  seed  requirements  for  next  year.  Seconded 
V/aite  and  carried. 

50  PRICE  SPREAD  COM!?ITTEE  (Pemhinp  Constituency  Ass»n) 
Resolved  that  the  Price  Spreads  Committee  is  not  working  in 
the  interests  of  the  consumer  in  allowing  the  recent  rise 
in  the  cost  of  flour,  sugar  and  bread. 

Moved  Beatt,  Antonsen, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  word  "sugar"  be  struck  out. 
Seconded  Larter,  ' 

TIME  LIMIT.  Moved  Mr.  Hohn  and  seconded  that  time  limit 
of  two  minutes  be  set  for  the  balance  of  the  convention. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

50  Amendment  lost 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strive  out  the  words  after  "of"  and 
insert  "essential  food  stuffs".    No  seconder. 

Moved  Johnston  that  the  resolution  be  tabled  until  the 
afternoon  when  more  information  could  be  secured.  Seconded. 
Lost . 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland  that  we  table  the  resolution. 
Seconded  and  carried, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Moved  Spencer,  seconded  Antonsen,  that 

we  accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee, 

Carried. 

Moved  to  adjourn  at  12:00. 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 

92ALBERTA  mRKETING  BOARD     (Bo-fed  U.F.A.  District  Ass»n) 
V/hereas,  the  Alberta  Marketing  Board  Act  is  not  functioning, 
and  does  not  meet  v/ith  the  general  approval  of  those  most 
interested  and  may  be  revised  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Alberta  Legislature; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  producer-controlled  Market- 
ing Board  be  set  up  under  Provincial  Legislation  as  originally 
advocated  by  the  Co-operative  Council. 

Moved  Duby  and  seconded. 

Mr.  rapailer,   chairman  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  Poultry 

scheme  wnich  is  co-operating  with  the  Alberta  Marketing  Scheme, 

spoke  for  a  few  minutes. 
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Resolution  carried, 

104    COORDINATION  WITH  CENTRAL  ALBERTA  LIVESTOCK  i^^S^N 
(Resolutions  Committee)    Whereas,  the  Central  Alberta 
Livestock  Association  is  the  co-ordinating  agency  of  the 
A.I.A. *s  and  agricultural  associations  in  the  Province,  and 

"^Vhereas,  this  Association  has  done  valuable  work  in  livestock 
marketing  and  general  improvement  leading  to  betterment  of 
the  livestock  industry  and  in  the  treatment  to  eradicate  the 
warble  and  bot  fly,  and 

Whereas,  such  vrark  could  be  enlarged  by  a  closer  relation- 
ship to  the  U.F.A.  organization,  and 

Whereas,  the  work  of  farmer  movements  should  be  co-ordinative 
rather  than  competetive; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  instruct  our  Board  of 
Directors  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  Central  Alberta 
Livestock  Association  with  the  aim  of  having  that  organ- 
ization look  after  the  livestock  part  of  our  work,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  every  effort  be  made  to  co- 
ordinate the  work  of  the  two  organizations  with  the  object 
of  improving  the  economic  and  social  conditions  of  the 
farmers . 

Moved  Sutherland,  aM  seconded.  Carried. 

25  STATE  MEDICINE  AND  HOSPITALIZATION  (Woolford  U.F.A.) 
V/hereas,  we  fully  endorse  steps  which  have  been  taken 
towards  the  Medical  Examination  of  school  and  pre-school 
age  children,  and 

V/hereas,  we  believe  these  diagnoses  and  reports  are  wasted 
efforts  unless  followed  by  some  positive  means  of  treat- 
ment ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Alberta 
Government  to  immediately  take  steps  to  set  up  a  full 
proc-ramme  of  State  Medicine  to  provide  Examination, 
Medical  Treatment,  Hospitalization  and  Dental  Care. 

Moved, seconded  and  carried, 

26  SUNDAY  THRESHING  (Chain  Lakes  U.F.A.) 

Whereas,  when  threshing  season  approaches  a  year's  labor 
of  the  farmer  is  at  stake,  and  constant  application  for 
permission  to  thresh  on  Sunday  is  tiresome; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Government  automatically  lift  the 
ban  on  Sunday  threshing,  delivery  and  buying  on  and  after 
October  1  each  year. 

Moved  and  seconded. 
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Mr.  Priestley  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Lord»s  Day  Alliance  of  Canada  re  this 
resolution. 

Resolution  was  lost. 

27  SOIL  DRIFTING  ACT  (Barnwell  U.F.A.  Local)  ^'.^ereas, 
soil  erosion  has  in  recent  years  become  a  major  problem  on 
the  North  American  Continent,  and  millions  of  dollars  are 
being  spent  in  the  United  States  for  its  prevention,  and 

v.Tiereas,  the  drifting  of  soil  on  the  western  prairies  is 
causing  much  concern  to  the  farming  communities-  as  it 
deoletes  the  fertility  of  the  land  from  which  it  blows,  and 
damages  roads,  irrigation  canals,  and  ditches,  and  other- 
wise causes  damage  to  adjacent  i'arms  mounting  into 
thousands  of  dollars,  thus  curtailing  the  productive 
ability  of  the  farm  in  which  has  been  invested  large  cap- 
ital, and 

V/hereas,  the  loss  of  such  productive  capacity  decreases  the 
value  of  our  natural  resouces  and  therefore  affects  every 
citizen  whether  on  the  land,   in  town  or  city; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  further  amendments  be 
added  to  the  Soi].  Drifting  Act,   so  that  a  farmer  who  does 
not  adopt  acknowledged  methods  for  the  prevention  of  soil 
drifting  can  be  held  responsible  for  damge  caused,  and 
that  such  Act  apply  ":o  all  cases  of  farmed  land  irrespect- 
ive of  whether  it  be  summerf allow. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

28  SPECIAL  AREAS  ACT     (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.  )  v/hereas, 
the  regulations  governing  the  disposal  for  cultivation 
purposes  on  a  crop  share  basis  of  the  land  situated  in 
the  special  areas,  are  as  follows:     "Clsuse  3,  when  more 
than  one  application  is  received,  a  permit  shall  be 
issued  to  the  person  tendering  the  highest  cash  bonus 
exclusive  of  office  fee  rental'',  and 

Clause.  8  -  The  permittee  may  use  any  building  and  other 
improyikents  on  the  land  upon  payment  of  a  rent  amounting 
to  6^  'of  the  fixed  value  of  said  imorovements . " 

Be  it  resolved,  that  as  these  regulations  are  detrimental 
to  the  farming  interest  in  this  area,  they  be  rescinded. 

Moved  Johnston.     Seconded  and  carried. 

76  PARITY  or  PRICES  (covering  also  S9,   30,  31,  32,   33,  34, 
72,  73,   75,   82)  Bo'.rd  Resolution.       vVhereas,  the  farming 
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industry  has  been  for  some  years,  and  still  is,  in  a 
precarious  condition,  and 

Y/hereas,  this  situation  has  developed  owing  not  only 
to  the  lower  prices  of  agrbultural  products,  but  to 
raising  prices  of  commodities  the  farmer  has  to  buy,  and 

^/^ereas,  such  prices  have  risen,,  owing  to  tariff  protection 
monopoly  control,  exchange  rates,  etc.  and 

ViTiereas,  such  a  situation  exists  whether  in  war  or  times 
of  peace,  and 

V.Tiereas,  such  conditions  in  the  basic  industry  of 
Agriculture  are  most  detrimental  to  the  whole  of  Canada, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Dominion 
Government  to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  necessary  to  set 
a  price  upon  Agricultural  products,  as  well  as  return 
to  the  farmer  the  average  cost  of  production  based  upon 
a  reasonable  standard  of  living. 

Moved  Mclvlanus,  Vercammaert. 

Moved  in  amendment  N.  F,  Priestley  to  substitute  words 
"which  will"  for  "as  well  as".     Seconded  Baker.  Amend- 
ment carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

77  CONSIDERATION  OF  G/tN/JDIAN  \;KEAT  GROVTilHS- Board  Resolution, 
(covering  also  35,  36,38,  39^   41^^   42l     Whe'reas ,  the 
Canadian  Government  set  a  minimum  price  of  wheat  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  war  at  70  cents  per  bushel,  basis  No.  1 
Northern,  Fort  V.'illiam,  a  price  considerably  belo?*/^  the  cost 
of  production  at  that  time,  and 

ViThereas,  since  Canada's  entry  into  the  war,  production  and 
living  costs  have  already  risen  seriously  and  will  contin- 
ue to  rise  as  a  result  of  increased  Federal  taxation,  war- 
time jrof iteering  and  the  adverse  exchange  rote  which  alone 
at  the  present  time  adds  II70  to  the  cost  of  all  machinery 
repairs  and  other  goods  entering  Canada  from  the  United 
states,  and 

Whereas,  wheat  is  as  much  a  war  necessity  as  munitions,  and 
volume  of  production  must  be  maintained,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Canadian 
Government  to  give  the  Canadian  wheat  growers  the  same 
consideration  as  is  given  to  the  manufacturers  of  munitions 
and  other  war  necessities; 
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Therefore,  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  Government  take 
ixTimediate  action  to  assure  equality  of  treatment  by 

(a)  guaranteeing  to  all  the  average  cost  of  production, 

(b)  setting  and  maintaining  the  price  of  v/heat  at  a  figure 
which  is  at  all  times  at  par  with  the  price  of  other 
commodities,  including  the  munitions  of  war. 

Moved  Johnston  and  Baker,  carried. 

40  CANADIAN  lAliEAT  BOARD  (Woolford  U.F.A.    ) Whereas,  most 
of  our  Canadian  V/Tieat  is  purchased  by  a  Central  Board  in 
most  of  the  importing  countries; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  continue  the  operations  of  the  Canadian  ^'Tieat 
Board . 

Moved  Duby.     Seconded  and  carried. 

45  REMOVAL  OF  5000  BUSHEL  LIMITATION  (Kerndale  U.F.A.) 
ViThereas,  the  price  of  farm  machinery  and  other  manufactured 
goods  has  gone  up, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  Central  Office 
to  continue  their  pressure  on  the  Dominion  Government  to 
eliminate  the  5000  bushel  limit  on  wheat. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  E.  A.  Carey.  Lost. 

44  FIVE  THOUSAND  BUSHEL  LIMTATION  (Gv/ynne  U.F.A.) 
Resolved,   that  we  oppose  the  raising  of  the  five  thousand 
bushel  limit  on  wheat  bought  by  the  V/heat  Board. 

Moved  McManus,   seconded.  Carried, 

45  PEGGING  PRICE  OF  COARSE  GRAINS     (Springbank  U. F. A. ) 
V/hereas,  an  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  Federal 
Government  extend  the  present  pegged  wheat  price  beyond 
the  5000  bushel  per  farmer,  and 

Whereas,  the  price  of  coarse  grains  is  very  low  in  com* 
parison  with  the  pegged  price  of  wheat,  and 

r.liereas,  the  extending  of  the  pegged  price  of  wheat  dis- 
criminates against  the  grower  of  coarse  grains,  and  also 
tends  to  increase  the  production  of  wheat  in  areas  more 
suitable  for  coarse  grains,  thus  further  glutting  the 
wheat  market; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   th-t  we  petition  the  Federal 
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Government  to  consider  the  advisabilit-  of  pegging 
coarse  grains  rather  than  extending  the  present  pegged 
wheat  price  to  cover  more  than  5000  bushels. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Cr?.rried. 

47  GRADING  VfflEAT  (Lethbridge  Federal  3. A.)  Whereas,  it 
has  been  intimated  by  elevator  agents  that  they  cannot 
give  No.  1  Northern  for  irrigated  v;heat,  and 

'vVhereas,  the  agents  outside  the  irrigated  distri-^tts 
nearly  always  give  better  grades; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  the  Board  of  Grain 
Commissioners  to  investigate  this  condition  through 
processing ; 

And  be  it  resolved  that  v;e  protest  the  rejection  of  wheat 
for  sweet  clover  taint,  until  such  time  as  it  has  been 
conclusivley  proven  that  it  is  injurious  to  milling 
qualities . 

Moved,     Seconded  Lee, 

Moved  Baker,  Johnston,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

Carried . 

Mr.  V.Tieatley  in  the  chair. 

105  ABANDOmiENT  OY  N.A.R.  CARBONDALE  TO  EGREMONT  (Bon 
Accord)  Resolved,  that  this  meeting  assembled  protest 
to  the  Board  of  TrarH)ort  Commissioners  against  the 
removal  of  the  railway  between  Garbondale  and  Sgremont, 
passing  through  Excelsior,  Bon  Accord,  Fedorah  and  Opal. 
The  district  which  is  now  served  by  this  line  is  one  of 
the  best  and  oldest  grain  producing  areas  north  of 
Edmonton,  there  never  having  been  a  crop  failure,  and 
the  removal  of  this  road  would  greatly  inconvenience  the 
farmers  adjacent  to  the  line. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

106  BONUS  TO  SOLDIER  SETTLERS   (Returned  Fen's  Section) 
V/hereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  seen  fit  to  discontinue 
the  dollar-for-dollar  bonus  to  Soldier  Settlers  on  current 
payments ,  and 

Whereas,  the  price  we  receive  for  our  products  has  not 
increased; 

Therefore  we  again  respectfully  ask  that  this  bonus  be 
restored  and  be  retroactive  to  1937. 

Moved  Bsker.     Seconded  and  carried. 
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107  SOLDIER *S  CONTRACT  ON  DEATH     (Returned  Men's  Section) 
ViTiereas,  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  many  returned  soldiers 
are  "burnt -out"  or  prematurely  aged,  and 

\T,Tiereas,  conditions  during  the  post-v/ar  period  have  made 

it  impossible  for  many  soldier  settlers  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments due  on  their  land, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  event  of  the  death 
of  a  Soldier  Settler  v/hose  contract  has  not  been  fulfilled 

that  clear  title  to  his  S.S.B.  land  shall  at  once  pass 
to  his  immediate  dependents. 

Moved  H.  E.  Heath.     Seconded  and  carried, 

108  RESTRICTION  OF  INCOME  DURINO  yfARTII^TE  ( Eettirned '  Men '  s 
Section)    VJhereas,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  war 
the  Federal  Government  assured  us  that  there  v/ould  be 
equality  of  sacrifice  between  those  volunteering  for 
active  service  and  those  remaining  at  home,  and 

V/hereas,  up  to  the  present  they  have  made  no  worthwhile 
effort  to  see  that  this  be  done; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  demand,  in  justice  to 
those  brave  lads  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in 
this  cause,  that  every  bondholder  and  property  holder ^be 
required  to  register  all  their  holdings,  severe  penalties 
being  provided  for  those  furnishing  false  returns; 

That  a  maximum  income^  whether  by  Salary  or  otherwise  be 
set  at  not  more  than  $10,000.00,  and 

That  there  shall  be  no  larger  gain  in  property  holdings 
to  any  party  during  the  period  of  war  than  the  totel  of 
average  pay  received  by  the  members  of  the  army,  na^y,  or 
air  force. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

109  MNIIvHJM  PRICE  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  (Returned 
Men's  Section)    \'Vhereas,  nearly  every  other  industry,  wage 
earner  and  profession  in  Canada  is  guaranteed  a  minimum 
income  by  v/ay  of  tariffs  and  minimum  wages,  etc. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  favor  a  policy  whereby 
wvery  farmer  in  Canada  be  guaranteed  a  minimum  price  on 
all  agricultural  products  consumed  in  Canada the  maximum 
income  from  guaranteed  prices  not  to  exceed  S2000.00 
from  either  one  or  a  combination  of  such  ^-^roducts;  the 
money  to  finance  this  guaranteed  price  to  be  found  from 
the  price  of  the  finished  article  manufactured  from  such 
products , 
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Moved  li.  E.  Heath.  Seconded, 


Moved  in  amendment  N.  F.  Priestley  to  insert  "resulting" 
after  word  "income"  and "price"  after  word  "from"  and 
change  the  word  "guaranteed"  to  "guarantees".  Seconded. 


Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


110  CONDUCT  0?  ^VAR  (Returned  Men»s  Section)  ^"hereas,  in 
the  conduct  of  the  v/ar  a  united  people  with  confidence 
in  their  government  is  most  desirable,  and 

Whereas,  we  know  of  nothing  that  could  be  more  detrimental 
to  that  unity  and  that  confidence  than  facts,  similar 
to  those  brought  to  light  by  the  Bren  Gun  enquiry; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  these  and  all  nublic 
contracts  connected  connected  with  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  be  rigorously  scrutinized  by  parliament  as  the 
responsible  body  and  that  anyone  found  guilty  of  ex- 
ploiting our  patriotic  effort  for  private  gain  or 
political  advantage  be  punished  as  traitors  to  the  state 
in  its  extremity. 


Moved  Baker  and  seconded.  Carried. 


REPORT  OF  TEE  CREDEl^TTIAl^  COM!'!ITTEE.     Mr.  M.  H.  Ward 
reported  on  behalf  of  the  committee  that  the  pool  rate 
be  set  at  $12.00.    Seconded  Beatt  and  carried. 

On  behalf  of  the  returned  men  Mr.  Heath  expressed  their 
thanks  for  the  consideration  they  had  received  from  the 
convention. 


ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS  read  as  follows: 

Acadia  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 

Mrs.   J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 


Athabasca 


F.  'S.  Beatt,  V/estlock 

Mrs.  Geo.  Dief f enbaugh,  Westlock 


Battle  River 


A.  B.  Wood,  Dewberry 

llrs.  Frank  Redmond,  Edgerton 


Bow  River  and    Geo.  E.  Church,  Balzac 
West  Calgary      Mrs.  S.  A.  'wagler,  Standard 


Camrose 


Carl  Colvin,  Sedgev/ick 
Mrs.  A,  Payne,  Stettler 


-28- 


Lethbridge 

Jasper-Edson 
and  V/.  Edmonton 

Macleod  and 
East  Calp;ary 

Medicine  Hat 

Peace  River 

Red  Deer 

Vegreville 

Wetaskiwin  and 
E,  Edmonton 


Lester  Lee,  Woolford 

Miss  Molly  Coupland,  Box  433,  Lethb ridge 

J.  M.  Bentley,  R.R.6,  N.  Edmonton 
l^s.  M.  Lowe,  St.  Albert 

M.  II.  Ward,  Arrowwood 
Mrs.  W,  Oldfield,  Milo 

Robert  McManus,  Rainier 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Williamson,  Scandia 

IT.  W.  Allen,  Iluallen 

Mrs.  Vv.  H.  Bailey,  Fairview 

Ronald  Pye,  Penhold 

Mrs.  E.  R.   Ironside,  Blackfalds 

R.  Hermig,  Fort  Saskatchewan 
Miss  E.  I.  Lothian,  Ranfurly 

Wm.   Runte,  Vi'etaskiwin, 
Mrs.  Ray  Carter,  Ponoka 


Moved  N.  F.  Priestley  and  seconded  that  this  be  the  slate 
of  officers  for  1940.  Carried. 

78  SPREADS  (Board  Resolution)  V/hereas,   the  spreads  on 
the  VvTieat  Board  are  out  of  line  with  the  spreads  of  the 
open  market,  and 

Whereas y  this  is  a  very  serious  problem  with  those 
who  have  marketed  lower  grades  of  grain; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  ask  the 
Canadian  Vlheat  Board  to  make  such  adjustments  as  are 
possible  in  accordance  v/ith  the  selling  price  of  grain. 

Moved  Bennett.     Seconded  and  carried. 

31  FARUffiR  REPRESENTATION  ON  GOVERNI'.IENT  BOARDS  OR  C01\yv^5SI0NS 
(Bo^rd  Resolution)     V/hereas ,  agriculture  is'  the  basic 
industry  of  Canada  and  the  greatest  producer  of  primary 
wealth,  and 

V/hereas,  every  section  of  Canada's  population  will  be 
called  upon  to  pay  its  share  of  the  costs  arising  ont  of 
participation  in  the  war,  and  farmers  are  vitally  inter- 
ested in  conducting  the  war  effort  as  efficiently  and 
economically  as  possible,  so  that  there  will  be  the 
least  possible  disruption  of  our  national  economy  during 
both  the  war  and  the  reconstruction  period  which  must 
inevitably  follow; 


Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v-;e  recommend  to  the 
Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments,  that  the  organized 
farmers  of  Canada  be  given  representation  on  all^boards 
or  comTissions  that  directly  effect  the  farmers' 
interests . 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

85  SOCIAL  SERVICE  TAX  (Nanton  U.F.A.)  \Vhereas,  the  Social 
Service  Tax  is  v/rong,  both  in  principle  and  application; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  Social  Service  Tax 
be  abolished. 

JVfoved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

90  BACON  BOARD  (Board  Resolution)  IVhereas,  the  Dominion 
Government  has  contracted  through  the  Bacon  Board  to 
sell  a  large  volume  of  pork  products  to  the  British 
Government  for  a  definite  price  at  seaboard; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Bacon  Bo-^rd 
to  provide  for  the  pooling  of  all  charges  such  as 
handling,   storage,  freight,  finance,  etc.  in  order 
that  all  producers  may  be  assured  of  the  same  price  for 
equal  grades  regardless  of  point  of  delivery. 

Moved  Beatt.     Seconded.  Carried. 

100  BACON  AGREEI'.TENT .     Resolved,  that  this  Convention  of 
the  U.F.A.  enr^orse  the  action  of  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Council  Convention,  Red  Deer,   January  9th,   1940,   in  pass- 
ing the  follov.'ing  resolution;  That  this  convention  of 
organized  farmers  does  hereby  go  on  record  as  resenting 
the  action  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa  in 
ignor'ng  the  hog  producers  in  the  negotiations  recently 
completed  with  the  Purchas'ng  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Moved  and  sec~)nded.  Carried. 

95  RESIGNATION  OF  E.S.MCRORY     (Board  Resolution)  ^'Tiereas, 
ivir .   IT  ST  McRory,   is  leaving  the  service  of  the  United 
Grain  Grovrers  on  account  of  ill  health,  after  :^ears  of 
service,  and 

VvTiereas,  Mr.  McRory  has  alw«!?ys  been  a  close  friend  of  this 
organization,  giving  willingly  of  h's  support  where  possible 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  v/e  tender  our  regrets  to 
^^^r.  McRory  on  his  retirement,  and  express  our  sincere  hope 
for  his  ear]y  recovery. 
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Moved  Beatt,   seconded.     Ca^Tied  unanimously. 

94  LARGER  SCHOOL  UI'TITS     (Reno  U.F.A.)  Whereas,  the 
i^rovincial  Government  has  taken  over  arrears  owinp  schools 
taken  over  by  the  divisions,  and 

^/'/hereas,  the  divisions  still  are  held  responsible  for 
debts  contracted  against  these  arrears  by  the  local  school 
districts; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government 
take  over  the  indebtedness  incurred  by  the  local  school 
districts  before  the  formation  of  the  larger  units. 

Moved  Mr.  McBride.     Seconded.  Carried. 

96  VJHEAT  BONUS  (Lougheed  U.F.A.)  '^ereas,  the  Federal 
Government  has  passed  legislation  to  pay  acreage  bonus 
to  the  farmers  that  have  suffered  either  a  total  or 
partial  crop  failure  and  up  to  the  present  time  this  has 
not  been  paid,   causing  c  msiderable  hardship; 

3e  it  resolved,  that  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.^^.   take  up 
this  matter  and  dexmand  immediate  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

98    C0-0FER7^.TIVE  STORE     ( V/ay ne  U.F.A.)     V,h e  r eas ,  Ca  Iga  ry 
is  the  central  distributing  point  for  all  goods  in  southern 
and  part  of  central  Alberta; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Central  Co-operative 
Association's  Executive  investigate  the  possibility 
of  having  a  co-operative  store  in  Calrary  handling  general 
merbhand  ise . 

Moved  Mr.  Christiansen.  Seconded. 

Moved  N.  r.  Priestley  that  the  last  three  words  be  deleted. 
Seconded  Mr,  Baker.     Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

49  GOVERN^.'IENT  CONTROL  OF  irTDT'STRIES  ENGAGED  IN  PR"^DUCTION 
OF  V'/AR  I.KTERIALS.  (3o--^  rd  of  Acadia  Provincial  CA.) 
\Vhereas,  the  last  world  war  of  1914  to  1918  Drod';ced 
117  nev7  millionaires  in  Canada  as  well  as  a  tremendous 
debt  burden  which  the  Canadian  taxpayers  have  been  unable 
to  reduce,  and 

V'/hereas,   the  Canadian  Government  in  an  effort  to  avoid  a 
repetition  of  that  condition  passed  legislation  which 
limited  the  price  of  necessary  war  materials  to  cost  plus 
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5%  profit,  and 

Whereas,  no  contrn:;ts  could  be  placed  v/ith  any  Canadian 
manufacturer  at  that  limited  profit  and  the  Government 
professed  itself  impelled  to  rescind  that  legislation,  and 

V>rtiereas,  no  individual  or  corporation  should  be  permitted 
to  take  advantage  of  Canada's  needs  arising  out  of  her  v/ar 
effort  while  many  of  our  loyal  Canadians  give  their  lives 
believing  that  by  so  doing  they  are  serving  mankind  and 
securing  a  peaceful  and  just  civilization  for  future  ■ 
generations ; 

Therefore  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  Canadian  Parliament 
at  its  next  session  pass  necessary  legislation  to  bring 
under  complete  government  ownership  and  control  all 
industries  and   services  engaged  in  the  production  of  war 
materials . 

Moved  Johnston,  Baker. 

Moved  in  amendment  McBride  to  add  "which  do  not  co-onerate 
with  the  feceral  government  under  the  5%  profit  plan." 

No  seconder. 

Moved  in  amendment  Beatt,  to  add  "for  the  duration  of  the 
war."    Seconded.     Amendment  carried. 

Moved  Heath  to  insert  the  words  "non-cooperating"  before 
"all".     Seconded  Johnston,  Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  Antonson  to  strike  out  vrards  "ownership 
and".  Seconded  Baker.     Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

51  PRICE  OF  TURKEYS.     (Iron  Springs  U.F.A. )  Whereas, 
farmers'  vdves  are  in  the  habit  o"f  raising  10,  20,  or 
30  turkeys  each  year  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  a  little  cash  for  their  Christmas  needs, 
toys  for  the  children,  extra  clothes  for  themselves,  etc. 
and 

V.^ereas,   on  the  pretext  that  the  British  market  was  closed 
to  turkevs  the  packers  and  poultry  trade  dropped  the  pr*-ce 
to  11  cerits  and"  13  cents  per  Dound  for  B  and  A  grades  to 
the  Alberta  farmers  and  sold  the  same  birds  to  the  con-^ 
sumer  at  13  cents  to  20  cents  per  ^Dound,  a  profit  of  90yo; 
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Be  it  resolved  that  we  instruct  the  Executive  to  inter- 
view the  Price  Spreads  Board,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
other  marketing  officials  with  the  object  of  reducing  the 
spread  so  as  not  to  exceed  10%  or  2  cents  per  pound  and  that 
the  Executive  report  back  to  the  locals  on  this. 

Moved  H.  E.  Spencer  and  seconded. 

Moved  as  substitute  motion  that  we  encourage  the  farmers 

of  t^^is  Province  to  market  their  poultry  throug'-^  the 

poultry  pools,  thereby  getting  top  orice  less  handling  charges. 

Moved  Runte,  Seconded.     Substitute  motion  carried. 

71  ACREAGE  BOriUS  BILL  -(Brooks  U.F.A.)     v'Jhereas,  farmers 
in  the  irrigated  areas  pay  water  rent  as  drouth  insurance; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  Federal  Government  be 
asked  to  revise  the  Act,  v/aiving  the  one  per  cent  gross 
sales  tax  on  wheat  grown  in  the  irrigated  preas. 

Moved  Duby  that  resolutions  53  and  71  be  referred  to  the 
Board.     Seconded  and  carried, 

56  PRAIRIE  FARM  ASSISTANCE  ACT     ( -Judah  U.F.A.)   covers  54. 
V/hereps,  the  Parliament  of  1939  passed  an  Act  entitled  the 
Prairie  Farm  Assistance  ^ict  v/hich  sets  up  a  fund  cslled 
the     Prairie  Farm  Emergency  Fund,  ?nd 

Whereas,   the  said  fund  is  created  by  a  compulsory  levy  of 
one  per  centum  on  all  grain  delivered  for  sale  to  elevators 
and  mills,  arid 

V.'hereas,  this  action  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  removes 
the  burden  of  assisting  needy  farmers  under  this  Act  from 
the  shoulders  of  the  general  tax-payer  to  those  of  their 
fellow  farmers  who  this  year  and  during  subsequent  years  when 
the  Act  is  in  force  raise  and  market  grain,  and 

'Vhereas,  thousands  of  farmers  raising  and  delivering  grain 
this  year  have  suffered  crop  failure  for  many  years  past,  and 

VvTiereas,  few  if  any  farmers  are  making  even  the  cost  of 
production  on  this  year's  crop  at  existing  prices; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  said  Prairie  Farm 
Assistance  Act  be  amended  to  strike  out  the  provision  of  one 
per  centum  levy,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  amending  the  Act  provision 
be  made  for  the  refunding  to  all  farmers  concerned  of  the 
levy  taken  from  deliveries    made  since  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  Act. 
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Moved  Heath  and  Antonson. 

Moved  Spencer  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  last  clause 
and  last  word  of  previous  clause.     Seconded.  Amendment 
carried . 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

59  AI■.^TE^'D^:ENT  TO  PRAIRIE  FARM  ASolSTANCg  ACT     (Broadview  U. F. A.  ) 
Be  it  resolved  that  the  Prairie  Farm  Assistance  Act  be 
amended  to  provide  that  the  various  bonuses  be  paid,  if 
the  crop  failure  is  due  to  any  cause  whatsoever,  including 
hail  damage. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Johnston  that  we  strike  out  the  words 
"any  cause  whatsoever  including"  and  add  the  words  "only 
on  the  acreage  damaged  by  hail."    No  seconder. 

Moved  Christainsen  to  substitute  word  "except"  for  the 
word  "including".     No  seconder.  Moved  in  amendment  Heath  that 
the  word  "natural"  be  inserted  after "any".  Seconded. 
Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  Beatt  that  we  adjourn  at  6  p.m.  and  reconvene  at  7:30. 
Seconded.  Carried. 


FRIDAY  EVENING 


?..tr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

105  CONSTITUTIONAL  Ar.IENDIv'IENT .     Resolved  that  all  U.F.A. 
Constituency  and  District  Co-operative  Associations  be 
entitled  to  one  delegate  to  the  Annual  U.F.A.  Convention, 
excepting  in  those  ceses  where  the  said  Co-operatives 
already  have  representatives  on  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-ooerative  Association. 

Moved  Priestley,  Beatt.  Carried. 

VOTE  OF  TEATTKS    Mr.  Sutherland  read  resolutions  of  thanks 
to  CFRN  and  CFCN  which  had  been  passed  the  previor.s  even- 
ing, moved  by  Jim  Bentley  and  Bill  Runte.     Moved  Sutherland, 
Beatt  that  this  resolution  be  put  on  record.  Carried 
unanimously. 

yir,  Sutherland  read  several  wires  of  greetings  and  letters 
from  various  other  farm  organizations  in  Canada  and  the 
States . 


Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland  that  the  U.F.A.   in  convention 
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assembled  express  to  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  of  the 
United  States  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the  splendid 
assistance  which  they  gave  in  co  inection  with  our  broad- 
cast on  January  IBth.     Seconded  Beatt.  Carried. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  this  convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  express  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corporation  our  deep  and  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
splendid  assistance  which  they  g?ve  us  in  the  clearing 
of  the  lines  for  our  U.F.A.  broadcast.     V/e  thank  them  for  the 
technical  advisor,  Mr.  Wright,  whom  they  sent  to  us.  We 
appreciate  his  tact,  courtesy  and  efficiency. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  v;e  ask  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corporation  to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  poss- 
ibility of  giving  the  U.F.A.  at  this  time  next  year,  a 
half  hour  broach  cast  at  a  time  when  it  will  be  possible  for 
most  of  the  Maritime  stations  to  be  on  as  well.  Seconded 
Priestley.  Carried. 

Moved  Waite  that  we  extend  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Sutherland  for  his  work  in  the  making  the  dance  such  a 
success,  and  to  all  those  who  supported  him.  Seconded 
and  carried  with  applause. 

REVBREND  CANON  R57TT0LDS  of  Holy  Trinity  Church  af'dressed  the 
Convention  for  five  minutes. 

74  PEGGED  PRICE  FOR  V'/HEAT     (Tolland  U.F.A.)  covers  also  38. 
■ATiereas,  the  farmers  of  Alberta  did  not  receive  the  cost 
of  production  for  their  wheat  in  the  fall  of  1939; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  the  farmers  of  Alberta, 
do  request  the  Federal  Government  of  Canada  to  increase 
the  peg::ed   price  of  wheat  at  least  twenty  cents  per  bushel; 
and 

Further,  that  tMs  payment  should  be  made  in  time  to  enable 
farmers  to  put  in  their  1940  crop. 

Moved  Spencer.  Seconded. 

Moved  to  insert  the  words  "of  the  1939  crop.". 

Moved  in  amendment  Eastman  "Further  that  an  interim  pay- 
ment should  be  made  immediately  to  help  the  farmer  to  pay 
his  1939  operating  expenses."    Seconded  ^'illiams. 

I:oved  Beatt  that  we  substitute  No.  80  for  resolution  74. 
Seconded  and  carried. 
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80  INTERIM  PAYr>IKNT     (Board  Resolution)     V'.^.ereas,  the  price 
received  for  the  1939-40  wheat  crop  is  below  the  cost  of 
production;  and 

\Vhereas,  owing  to  the  o^itbreak  of  war  most  of  the  coi-nraod- 
ities  used  by  the  farmer  have  increased  in  cost;  and 

V/hereas,  such  conditions  will  no  doubt  necessitate  Govern- 
ment relief  in  food  and  seed  ^rrain  prior  to  another  crop 
return; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Federnl  Government  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  further 
payment  before  seeding  time. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer,  to  add  the  words  "of  not  less 
than  20  cents''  at  the  end  of  the  resolution.  Seconded 
VvTieatley. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

111  JUNIOR  U.F.A.    (Resolutions  Committee)     V^Jhereas,  it 
is  essential  that  the  Junior  U.F.A,  work  be  continued  as 
fast  as  possible; 

Resolved  that  this  Con- ention  authorize  the  Juniors  to 

carry  on  with  one  president,  two  vice-presidents  and  thirteen 

directors  till  the  June  Conference. 

Moved  Priestley,   Beatt.  Carried, 

112  RBPI/lBILITATION  OF  DROUGHT  AREA     (^cadia  Provincial  C,A,  ) 
ViTiereas,  a  definite  policy  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
drought  area  is  needed  as  soon  as  possible  to  permit  con- 
centration of  the  population  on  the  better  soils,  and  to 
increase  the  possibilities  for  social  life  and  improved 
services  such  as  school,  roads,   comrau:ity  pastures,  etc, 
while  at  the  same  time  reducing  the  cost  of  these  local 
services,  and 

V-Tiereas,   the  Provincial  Government  recognizes  this  need 
and  has  at  varioTis  times  announced  its  intention  of  formul- 
ating such  a  policy; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  respectfully  request: 

1.     The  putting  into  imroediate  effect  the  piicy 
of  exchanging  lands  owned  by  the  Departoient  of 
Lands  and  Mines  for  lands  owned  by  resident 
farmers  in  the  Special  Areas, 
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2.  A  further  reduction  of  tax  arrears  and  other 
indebtedness  to  the  Government,  based  on 
individual  ability  to  oay. 

3.  The  continuance  of  a  definite  policy  of 
market  road  construction. 

4.  The  construction  and  maintenance  of  such 
other  roads  or  fireguards  as  v/ill  provide 
adequate  protection  against  prnirie  fires. 

5.  The  establishment  of  Community/"  Pastures 
v/here  sufficiently  large  tracts  of  land  are 
available . 

6.  The  definite  allocation  of  lands  for  private 
grazing  leases  as  soon  as  possible,  first  T:irovid- 
ing  for  the  necessary  community  pastures 

7.  No  further  sale  of  buildings  on  such  lands  as 
are  best  suited  to  the  policy  of  rehabilitation 
outlined  in  the  preamble  to  this  resolution. 

Moved  Johnston,   seconded  Frey.  Carried. 

113    LETHBRIDGE  3T0CKY/.RDS     (Taber  U.F.A.)  meveaSy  there 
is  a  Government  Stock  Yard  in  Edmonton  serving  the  Northern 
part  of  the  Province,  and 

Whereas,   there  is  another  stock  yard  for  Central  Alberta  in 
Calgary,  epoh  v/ith  a  Government  Sv/ine  Grader,  and 

T.'hereas,   there  is  no  Government  Stock  Ye.rd  for  Southern 
Alberta, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  v/e  request  the  Dominion 
Government  declare  the  stock  yards  at  Lethbridge  a  Govern- 
ment Stock  Yard. 

Moved  and  seconded  Spencer.     Carried  with  the  understanding 
that  the  Board  would  look  into  this  matter. 

99  DEBT  ADJUSTL'iENT  (Board  Resolution)     "Jhereas,   it  wo^jld 
appear  that  neither  the  Federal  nor  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments have  the  complete  constitutional  right  to  deal  with 
the  v/hole  problem  of  debt  adjustment  and  interest  rates,  and 

V/hereas,  there  appears  to  be  some  confusion  as  to  the  exact 
powers  held  by  ench,  and 

^^ereas  it  is  desirable  that  this  most  important  problem  be 
dealt  with  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governnents  shoi^ld 
join  in  a  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  debt  adjustment 
with  a  view  to  establishing  one  Board,  giving  it  all  the 
pov/ers  now  held  by  the  Board  of  Reviev/  of  the  F.C.A.A. 
and  the  Provincial  Debt  Adjustment  Board,  and  such 
additional  powers  as  are  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
function  efficiently. 

Moved  Beatt,  Spencer,  Carried. 

101  INCREASE  OY  ?;IELSERSHIP .      (Iron  Springs  U.F.A.  ) 
VjTiereas,  membership  of  U.F.A.  to  date  approximates  7000 
which  is  unsatisfactory, 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  consider  steps  to 
increase  membership  to  at  least  50>o  of  farm  population. 

Moved  Priestley.     Seconded.  Carried. 

102  HAIL  BOARD.     (Resolutions  Committee)    V/hereas,  the 
present  Hail  Board  is  without  financial  backing  and 
unable  to  pay  claimes  in  full  for  many  months. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  we  request  the  Provincial 
Government  to  supply  the  necessary  backing  in  order  that 
claims  may  be  paid  in  full  not  later  than  November  1st. 

Moved  Priestley  and  Spencer. 

Moved  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.     Seconded.  Carried. 

103  HAIL  BOARD     (Resolutions  Committee)    vmereas,  the 
Hail  Board  in  making  adjustments  during  the  past  summer 
dealt  in  an  arbitrary  and  unsatisfactory  manner. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Board  be  requested 
to  give  fair  and  proper  consideration  to  claimants  in 
adjusting  claims. 

Moved  Baker  and  seconded. 

Moved  Priestley,  Spencer,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

Carried, 

55  FARMER  REPRESE^^T/.TION  ON  BOARD  0!^  P.F,R.A.  (Acadia 
Federal  C,A. )     Resolved  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  give  some  adequate  representation  to  the  farmers 
of  the  drought  area  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  P.F.R.A. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 


58  P.F.R.A.  AND  HEALTH  (Acadia  Federal  C.A. )  Resolved 
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that  the  scope  of  the  P.F.R.A.  be  enlarged  to  the  end 
that  financial  assistance  be  permitted  out  of  P.F.R.A. 
funds  for  health  activities  in  the  drought  area  such  as 
doctors,  hospitals,  public  health  nurses,  etc. 

Moved  McManus  and  seconded. 

Moved  Spencer  thpt  this  resolution  be  tabled.  Seconded 
and  carried. 

61  GAS  Am  OIL  I?.'IPORTED  7R0M  UNITED  STATES  (Lethbridge 
Federal  C . A. )     Resolved  that  we  are  opposed  to  the 
Federal  Government  placing  any  embargo  on  oil  and  gas 
products  coming  from  the  United  States,  or  interfering 
with  the  present  set-up. 

Moved  Lee  and  seconded.  Carried. 

62  RATS  OF  INTEREST  (Fort  Sasl^atchewan  U.F.A.  ) 
'ATiereas,  the  Federal  Government,  v/ith  support  of  Parlia-- 
ment  has  been  working  along  several  lines  to  help  farmers, 
and  save  agriculture  from  utter  ruin,   including  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest,  through  the  Board 

of  Review,  under  the  Farmers*  Creditors'"  Arrangement 
Act,  and  the  Farm  Loan  Board. 

Be  it  resolved,   that  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude 
for  such  consideration,   and  would  urge  the  Government 
to  continue  along  the  same  lines,  by  reducing  the  rate 
of  interest  to  4^  with  6%  and  7%  annual  payments,  on 
the  amortization  plan,  which  gives  the  borrower  the 
privilege  of  paying  more,  when  he  can  do  so. 

Moved  Spencer.     Seconded  Bent ley  and  carried. 

6g  REORGANIZATION  OF  DEFEITCE  DEPART^-IEFT  (Gwynne  U.F.A.) 
Resolved,  that  we  deplore  the  inefficiency  and  the 
evident  partisan  patronage,  practised  by  the  Department 
of  Defence  during  recent  months,  and  urge  the  removal 
from  office  of  those  responsible  for  this  waste  of  public 
money,  vdth  the  immediate  taking  over  by  the  Government 
of  all  armament  industries. 

Moved  Baker  and  seconded. 

V/heatley  in  the  chair. 

Moved  Priestley  that  this  resolution  be  amended  by 
striking  out  vrards  in  the  last  clruse  from  word  "Money". 
Seconded.     Amendment  carried. 
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Moved  Beatt  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.  Seconded 
and  carried. 

64  CONSGRIFTION  (V.Tiite  Swan  U.F.A.  )     Resolved,  that 
before  conscription  of  manpower  for  overseas  service  is 
adopted  in  Canada,  a  referendum  be  taken. 

Moved  Beatt,  Hagerman,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

Lost . 

Moved  in  amendment  Heath  that  the  word  "before"  be 
struck  out  and  "if"  substituted  and  word  "is"  be  substit- 
uted for  "be"  and  strike  out  words  to  end  of  clause  and  add 
"wealth  be  conscripted  also,"  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  word  "surplus"  before  word 
"wealth".  Seconded. 

Mr,  G-ardiner  was  asked  to  define  v/ealth.    He  said 
wealth  is  created  by  machinery  and  labour  from  natural 
resources  providing  there  is  a  demand  for  it  or  it  has 
an  exchange  value. 

Amendment  lost. 

Resolution  lost. 

65  FARMER  REPRESENTATION  ON  BOARD  OF  CANADIAN  BROAD- 
CASTING CORPORATION  (Board  of  Acadia  Provincial  C.A.  ) 
V'/here-^s,  the  farm  people  of  Canada  are  the  largest  occupation 
al  group  in  our  national  economy,  and 

.  V/hereas,  due  to  their  low  income,   long  hours  of  work  and 
lack  of  community  life,  they  lead  an  isolated  existence,  and 
are  therefore  more  dependent  on  the  radio  than  are  most 
other  groups  for  their  information,  education  and  enter- 
tainments ; 

Therefore,  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  farming  population 
be  given  adequate  representation  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  C.B.C. 

Moved  Johnston,   seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

67  ANNTJAL  MEETING  RURAL  IvKJNIGIPALITi:-:S   (^'?Caf f erty _U.F.A.  ) 
V'/hereas,   the  annual  general  meeting  of  rural  municipal- 
ities is  held  in  February,  and 

Vv'hereas,  the  weather  and  roads  at  this  time  of  year  are 
usually  bad, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  would  be  better  if 
such  meetings  were  held  in  the  early  part  of  l^ovember. 

Moved  and  seconded,  I'oved  Beatt  and  seconded  that  \-re 
table  this  resolution.  Carried. 
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68  xYORTGAGE  RISK  IN  CRO?  FAILURE    V.liereas,  under  present 
day  conditions,  any  investor  in  anything  but  land  only 
receives  a  dividend  if  such  investment  yields  a  profit; 
and 

YThereaSf   non-resident  ov/ners  and  holders  of  mortgages 

on  farm  lands  expect  an  interest  of  from  5^  to  8%  whether 

the  land  produces  a  crop  or  not; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  declare  any  contract  or  mortgage  illegal 
that  does  nq^  contain  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  both 
the  mortgage(sj  and  mortgagor  shall  both  carry  the  same 
chance  of  lo-s  during  a  year  of  crop  failure. 

Moved  Beatt  and  seconded  that  we  table  this  resolution. 

Carried . 

Ivl[r.  Heath  suggested  that  we  should  use  our  thoughts 

and  co-operate  with  the  various  governments  that  if  we  win 

the  war  we  also  win  the  peace. 

VOTE  07  TIIANKS,     Resolved  that  this  Convention  express  its 
appreciation  to  Lieut.  Governor  Bowen,  His  ''orship  the 
Mayor  of  Edmonton,  the  City  of  Edmonton,  to  the  clergy- 
men and  speakers  who  have  addressed  us,  to  the  Press 
and  Radio  for  their  publicity,  to  the  U.F.A.  Staff,  and 
the  management  of  this  Hotel,  and  to  all  others  v/ho  have 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Convention. 

Moved  Beatt.     Seconded.     Carried  with  applause. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING! 


Secretary 


President 
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ADDRESS  OF  MR.  ROBERT  GARDINER 

President  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  delegates  and 
visitors  attending  this,  the  Thirty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  The  continuation  of  the  war,  and  the 
necessity  of  Canada  steadily  increasing  her  contribution  to  achieve 
ultimate  victory,  is  creating  many  new  problems,  national  and  pro- 
vincial. Every  industry  has  to  some  extent  been  afiected  by  the  war. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  our  primary  industries,  particularly  Agricuture, 
has  been  affected  by  war  conditions  to  a  greater  extent  than  has  our 
secondary  industries.  During  the  Convention  delegates  will  be  called 
upon  to  make  mementous  decisions  as  to  the  future  policy  of  this 
organization  as  they  affect  national,  and  more  particularly  agricultural 
economy.  I  feel  sure  that  you  will  make  a  supreme  effort  to  arrive 
at  decisions  as  to  future  policy,  that  will  in  a  practical  and  effective 
manner  best  meet  the  problems  with  which  we  are  confronted. 

To  members  and  friends  who  are  listening  in  I  extend  greetings, 
and  may  I  also  express  the  hope  that  for  you  this  year  will  be  one 
of  happiness  and  prosperity. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  important  questions  that  vitally 
affect  the  economic  stability  of  agriculture,  I  wish  to  draw  your 
attention  to  some  matters  of  importance  to  the  organization.  We 
have  had  an  increase  of  approximately  nine  hundred  in  membership 
for  the  last  year.  The  returns  for  the  1940  membership  are  as  yet 
not  all  in  so  that  it  is  possible  that  the  number  of  new  members  will 
be  substantially  increased  before  the  books  are  finally  closed  for 
the  year.  I  appreciate  the  increase  in  membership,  but  having  re- 
gard to  the  severe  economic  conditions  through  which  agriculture  is 
passing,  and  the  need  on  the  part  of  the  farmer  for  united  action  to 
improve  these  conditions,  the  increase  is  not  very  impressive.  I  am 
Still  of  the  opinion  that  one  strong  farmers'  organization  will  secure 
better  results  for  our  farmers,  than  will  many  smaller  organizations 
even  if  the  combined  numerical  strength  of  the  smaller  organizations 
is  as  great  as  the  numerical  strength  of  one  large  organization.^  In 
some  countries  in  recent  years  we  have  seen  the  results  of  the  divide 
and  rule  policy  in  operation.  Through  the  use  of  this  policy  the 
masses  of  the  people  have  been  reduced  to  a  condition  of  enforced 
servitude.  In  Western  Canada  we  have  many  farm  organizations  of 
various  types,  serving  the  farmers  in  many  directions.  These  organ- 
izations should  have  the  suport  of  all  farmers  who  can  make  use  of 
their  particular  service,  but  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  service 
in  most  of  these  units  is  limited,  farmers  should  realize  that  it  is  not 
only  necessary  to  support  an  organization  that  may  render  him  a  par- 
ticular service,  but  more  important  still,  to  support  at  the  same  time 
an  organization  such  as  for  instance  the  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta" 
whose  service  to  the  farmer  is  all  embracing.  In  recent  weeks_  we 
have  seen  decisions  made  that  vitally  affect  the  economic  stability 
and  standard  of  living  of  the  farm  people  of  Canada,  by  boards  upon 
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which  there  is  no  effective  farm  representation.  If  press  reports  are 
correct  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  their  state- 
ments, it  is  claimed  that  in  those  countries  that  have  come  under  the 
control  of  the  Nazi  war  machine,  the  emmisaries  of  Hitler  take  what 
they  want,  and  pay,  if  they  pay  at  all,  a  price  set  by  them  without  re- 
gard to  real  values.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  the  boards 
to  whom  I  have  referred  felt  that  their  actions  were  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  Canada.  But  why  do  these  things  in  such  an  undemocratic 
way?  The  methods  used  savor  too  much  of  the  methods  used  in 
totalitarian  countries  and  should  be  avoided.  The  way  to  avoid  a 
recurrence  of  similar  unfortunate  circumstances,  is  to  see  to  it  that 
the  producers  are  represented  by  persons  appointed  to  these  boards 
who  are  acceptable  to  the  producers.  Effective  organization  is  neces- 
sary if  we  hope  to  secure  the  sympathetic  consideration  in  regard 
to  problems  that  so  vitally  affect  agriculture. 

When  you  come  to  consider  the  financial  statement  you  will  note 
that  we  ended  the  year  with  a  fair  surplus.  I  must  once  more  draw 
your  attention  that  it  was  only  possible  to  have  this  surplus  by  re- 
ducing some  of  the  services.  I  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant, 
when  we  will  be  in  a  financial  position  to  increase  the  services  to  our 
members. 

The  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Board  will  be 
placed  before  you  for  consideration.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of 
steady  development.  Many  difficulties  were  met  and  overcome. 
Careful  planning  is  necessary  to  make  a  success  of  this  undertaking 
in  order  to  render  the  best  possible  service  to  our  members.  For 
sometime  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 
has  been  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  securing  suitable  premises 
in  order  to  properly  handle  our  ever  expanding  business.  A  very 
suitable  building  for  this  purpose  was  secured  early  in  the  spring  at 
the  corner  of  11th  Avenue  and  1st  Street  East.  The  building  secured 
was  sufficiently  large  when  remodelled  to  provide  office  space  for  the 
U.F.A.  Central,  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association,  the 
Western  Farm  Leader,  a  retail  store,  wholesale  warehouse,  and  still 
have  ample  space  to  take  care  of  future  development.  May  I  express 
the  hope  that  every  delegate,  member,  and  visitor,  who  has  not 
already  done  so,  make  a  point  of  visiting  and  becoming  acquainted 
with  our  new  headquarters.  I  feel  sure  that  you  will  agree  that  our 
new  headquarters  are  a  credit  to  our  organization.  May  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  congratulating  our  Co-operative  Board  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  their  endeavors  during  the  past  year. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  will  be  placed  before  you 
for  consideration.  The  report  will  no  doubt  give  you  more  detailed 
information  as  to  the  organization's  activities  during  the  last  year, 
than  is  possible  for  me  in  this  address. 

You  will  remember  that  the  last  convention  instructed  the  U.F.A. 
Board  to  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  determine  as  to 
whether  it  was  possible  to  effect  an  amalgamation  between  the  United 
Farmers  of  Canada  (Alberta  Section),  and  our  own  organization. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  our  Board  meets  only  immediately 
before  and  after  our  convention,  the  Board  at  its  meeting  after  the 
convention  referred  this  matter  for  action  to  the  Executive.  The 
Executive  appointed  a  committee  of  three  consisting  of  Mrs.  Ross, 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.;  Mr.  Hennig,  a  member  of  the  Executive; 
and  myself;  to  meet  a  similar  committee  of  the  U.F.C.  in  order  to 
discuss  the  important  points  that  must  of  necessity  arise,  when  such 
an  amalgamation  is  contemplated.  May  I  say  at  this  point  that  the 
discussion  was  carried  on  in  a  very  friendly  manner.  An  opportunity 
will  be  provided  during  the  convention  to  have  a  report  from  the 


4 


committee  and  also  an  opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  the  report, 
and  for  any  further  action  that  the  convention  may  decide  upon. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  our 
Vice-President;  Miss  Birch,  qui  Secretary;  and  also  to  the  other 
members  of  the  staff  at  Head  Office.  The  purchasing  of  the  oroperty, 
acquired  to  provide  accommodation  for  our  many  activities,  and  the 
necessity  of  remodelling  the  building  to  meet  our  requirements,  called 
for  increased  service  from  our  staff.  The  extra  services  were  so 
cheerfully  given  that  I  most  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  our  organ- 
ization express  our  deepest  gratitude. 

AGRICULTURE 

The  economic  position  of  agriculture  has  not  changed  much  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Some  farm  products  have  advanced  a  little  in 
price  and  some  have  declined.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  price  of  our 
main  farm  products  is  somewhat  higher,  but  having  regard  to  the  in- 
creased prices  the  farmer  has  to  pay  for  what  he  purchases,  it  is 
doubtful  if  on  balance  there  has  been  any  improvements  in  the 
farmer's  economic  position.  Those  who  expected  and  hoped  that  be- 
cause of  war  conditions,  prices  would  increase  drastically  in  a  manner 
similar  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  Great  War,  are  naturally  dis- 
appointed. It  is  well  to  remember,  however,  that  while  prices  of 
agricultural  products  rose  faster  than  other  commodities  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  war,  when  the  war  was  over  prices  of  farm  produce 
fell  much  faster  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  industrial  goods,  more 
than  wiping  out  any  advantage  the  farmer  had  gained  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  I  would  have  no  objection  to  the  control  of  prices  of 
goods  and  services  during  wartime  provided  such  control  is  just  and 
equitably  administered,  but  I  do  strenuously  object  to  the  type  of  con- 
trol of  prices  that  permits  some  producers  to  secure  the  cost  of 
production  plus  a  profit,  while  other  producers  must  of  necessity  sell 
many  of  the  products  of  their  labour,  at  prices  that  do  not  return  to 
them  the  cost  of  production.  There  is  no  argument  that  will  con- 
vince me,  that  because  of  war  conditions,  some  producers  that  are 
selling  their  products  at  a  loss  should  be  willing  to  make  this  sacrifice 
while  other  producers  are  making  a  profit  out  of  our  country's  dis- 
tress. How  often  do  we  hear  our  public  men,  over  the  radio,  state 
that  there  must  be  equality  of  sacrifice?  I  am  all  in  favour  of  equality 
of  sacrifice,  but  would  like  to  see  at  the  earliest  possible  time  a  prac- 
tical demonstration  of  this  suggestion,  particularly  as  it  affects  agri- 
culture. 

Western  Canada  is  faced  with  several  important  agricultural 
problems  for  which  a  solution  must  be  found.  The  most  important 
of  these  is  the  tremendous  surplus  of  wheat  for  which  at  present  there 
is  no  market.  It  is  only  necessary  to  remind  you  that  we  began  to 
lose  markets  for  our  wheat  a  few  years  after  the  termination  of  the 
last  war,  finally  culminating  in  the  complete  loss  for  the  time  being, 
in  the  last  fifteen  months,  of  the  markets  of  Norway,  Denmark, 
Holland,  Belgium  and  France,  because  of  the  occupation  of  these 
countries  by  the  German  Armies.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Wheat 
Board  will  be  in  a  position  to  purchase  and  provide  storage  for  the 
balance  of  the  1940  crop.  It  is  estimated  that  this  operation  will 
completely  use  all  the  available  country  and  terminal  storage  space. 
There  will  be  no  storage  space  available  for  this  year's  crop  until 
some  time  after  the  new  crop  is  ready  to  move  and  then  only  to  the 
extent  of  the  sales  of  wheat  for  export  and  for  home  consumption. 
The  major  portion  of  this  year's  crop  will  have  to  be  stored  on  the 
farms.  We  have  no  idea  as  to  when  the  war  will  end.  It  may  end 
sooner  than  we  anticipate,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  may  drag  on 
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for  years.  It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  in  a  position 
to  secure  all  the  information  available,  that  most  of  our  wheat  will 
be  required  within  a  reasonable  time  after  hostilities  end,  but  also, 
that  we  can  only  expect  a  moderate  price,  for  the  reason  that  coun- 
tries engaged  in  the  war,  and  countries  that  have  been  occupied  by 
invading  armies  will  have  the  wherewithal  to  pay  only  a  very 
moderate  price.  It  will  tax  the  farmers  resources  to  the  utmost  to 
provide  storage  for  this  year's  crop,  but  what  will  be  the  situation  if 
we  have  to  provide  storage  on  the  farm  for  two,  three  or  possibly 
more,  year's  crops.  The  situation  is  appalling  to  contemplate,  and 
no  one  in  this  country  is  to  blame.  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion in  stating  that  in  my  judgment,  it  should  not  be  beyond  Canada's 
capacity  to  finance  two  or  three  year's  crops  to  the  extent  of  say 
75  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  wheat  stored  on  the  farm,  and  full 
payment  when  the  wheat  is  delivered  to  an  elevator. 

There  are  many  suggestions  being  made  as  to  how  best  to  meet 
the  wheat  problem.  Some  are  advocating  a  reduction  in  acreage,  or 
a  quota,  or  payment  on  a  graduated  scale,  etc.  Unless  the  Dominion 
Government  accept  full  responsibility  for  the  financing  of  all  the 
wheat  crop,  any  other  proposal  that  may  be  adopted  is  bound  to 
create  hardship  to  some  farmers.  Inasmuch  as  there  are  on  the 
agenda  several  resolutions  dealing  with  this  matter  I  will  not  discuss 
the  question  further.  May  I  suggest,  however,  that  you  take  sufficient 
time  to  thoroughly  discuss  these  resolutions  in  order  that  all  the  im- 
portant points  will  be  covered  so  that  the  final  plan  adopted  by  the 
Convention  will  be  the  least  likely  to  create  hardship  to  any  farmer. 

The  recent  agreement  entered  into  between  representatives  of 
the  British  Food  Control  Board  and  the  Canadian  Bacon  Board  is 
a  great  disappointment  to  our  farm  people.  From  such  information 
as  is  available  the  interests  of  the  producer  was  given  but  scant  con- 
sideration. You  will  remember  that  in  1932  the  price  of  bacon  hogs 
went  as  low  as  $3.00  per  hundred.  After  the  signing  of  the  trade 
agreement  between  Great  Britain  and  Canada  —  known  as  the  Ottawa 
Agreement  —  which  provided  for  a  quota  of  Canadian  bacon  enter- 
ing the  British  market  free  of  duty,  the  price  of  hogs  in  Canada  rose 
steadily  until  they  reached  a  price  that  was  fairly  remunerative  to  the 
farmer.  There  were  slight  fluctuations  in  price  from  time  to  time, 
but  these  were  due  largely  as  to  whether  the  run  of  hogs  to  the 
stockyards  were  heavy  or  light.  With  some  occasional  exceptions 
hogs  were  for  a  number  of  years  about  the  only  agricultural  product 
upon  which  the  farmer  did  not  lose  money.  Soon  after  the  present 
war  was  declared,  representatives  of  the  Canadian  Government  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  with  the  British  Food  Control  Board  where- 
by Great  Britain  agreed  to  purchase  from  Canada  a  definite  amount 
of  bacon  at  an  agreed  price.  The  first  agreement  expired  October 
31st.  1940.  The  agreement  provided  that  Great  Britain  would  pay 
$18.01  for  Grade  A.  and  $17.25  for  Grade  B.  bacon  delivered  at  sea- 
board. The  price  that  we  will  receive  under  the  new  agreement  will 
be  a  flat  rate  of  $15.82  per  100  pounds  for  all  Grade  A.  Wiltshires 
and  a  flat  rate  of  $15.06  for  all  Grade  B.  delivered  at  seaboard.  In 
both  grades  this  is  a  reduction  of  $2.19  per  hundred  pounds.  This 
reduction  was  made  without  consulting  the  producers  or  the  pro- 
ducers representatives.  There  is  no  class  of  producers  in  Canada 
where  the  Government,  or  Boards  appointed  by  the  Government, 
would  dare  to  enter  into  similar  contracts  without  corsulting  them, 
except  the  farmer.  To  use  a  very  trite  expression,  once  more  the 
farmers  have  been  sold  down  the  river. 

It  has  been  frequently  stated  by  those  who  wish  to  find  an 
excuse  for  this  agreement,  that  because  of  the  low  price  of  feed 
grains,  there  will  still  be  a  margin  in  favour  of  the  farmer  who  feeds 
this  grain  to  hogs  even  at  the  lower  price  that  we  shall  get  under 


the  new  bacon  agreement.  This  statement  demonstrates  one  of  two 
things.  First  that  those  who  make  this  claim  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  present  economic  position  of  Agriculture  and  second  if 
they  do  know  anything  about  farming  they  have  failed  to  take  in  to 
consideration  all  the  factors  involved.  A  farmer  who  produces  feed 
grain  has  the  option  of  selling  it  at  the  present  market  price  or  feed- 
ing it  to  stock,  in  this  case  hogs.  The  present  price  received  by  the 
farmer  for  feed  grain  is  less  than  the  cost  of  production.  If  on  the 
other  hand  the  farmer  chooses  to  feed  the  grain  to  hogs  there  will 
probably  be  a  margin  if  added  to  the  present  price  of  grain  that  will 
be  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  producing  the  grain.  The  margin 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  producing  the  grain  and 
the  cost  of  producing  the  hog.  That  is  to  say  that  after  providing 
for  the  cost  of  producing  the  grain  the  margin  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  recompense  the  farmer  for  his  investment  in  hogs,  shelter,  grind- 
ing, labour,  etc.  May  I  present  this  matter  in  another  way.  A  per- 
son who  does  not  produce  the  grain  but  buys  it  at  present  market 
prices  and  feeds  it  to  hogs  will  have  the  whole  of  the  margin  to 
recompense  him  for  his  investment  in  hogs,  shelter,  grinding,  labour, 
etc.  He  does  not  have  to  allocate  the  major  portion  of  the  margin 
to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  producing  the  grain 
and  the  present  market  price  of  the  grain.  Those  who  have  used 
the  argumnt  that  I  have  been  discussing  could  with  impunity  go 
further  and  give  some  advice  and  it  would  be  this,  "If  you  are  going 
to  feed  hogs  and  make  a  profit  out  of  your  operations,  don't  grow 
the  grain  necessary  for  feeding,  buy  it  at  the  market  price  and  permit 
the  producer  of  the  grain  to  stand  the  difference  between  the  cost 
of  production  and  the  price  received." 

Before  I  leave  this  matter  I  wish  to  quote  for  your  information 
part  of  a  press  despatch  from  Ottawa,  dated  November  19th,  1940. 
I  quote,  "The  Board's  new  price  range  to  the  packers  is  roughly 
90  cents  per  100  pounds  below  the  prices  paid  since  November  2nd 
after  prices  were  cut  70  cents  in  anticipation  that  the  new  agreement 
would  be  at  lower  rates.  Bacon  Board  officials  would  not  estimate 
the  effect  of  the  new  prices  on  live  hog  prices  in  various  livestock 
yards  and  packing  plants  across  Canada.  The  live  hog  prices  would 
be  set  by  the  packers,  taking  into  consideration  freight  costs  to 
Montreal,  they  said."  End  of  quotation.  The  position  is,  therefore, 
that  the  Bacon  Board  sets  the  price  for  the  bacon  delivered  at  Mon- 
treal, and  the  packer  is  left  free  to  set  the  price  that  they  will  pay 
the  producer  for  hogs.  There  is  no  intimation  that  the  Board  will 
watch  closely  the  price  paid  by  the  packer  to  the  producer,  to  see  to 
it  that  the  price  will  be  fair.  The  producer  will  not  receive  any  pro- 
tection from  the  Board  in  this  direction. 

The  recent  order  of  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  pegging 
the  wholesale  price  of  butter  as  at  December  12th,  is  an  amazing 
move,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  in  connection  with  the 
butter  situation.  The  reason  given  by  board  members  for  this  order 
in  brief  are  as  follows:  They  say  that  statistics  reveal  that  stocks 
of  butter  in  Canada  at  present  are  lower  than  normal  and,  with  a 
tendency  toward  increased  consumption  due  to  large  payrolls;  that 
shipments  of  butter  were  on  their  way  to  Canada.  These  are  ex- 
pected to  arrive  but  are  not  considered  sufficient  to  remedy  the  situa- 
tion at  which  the  Board's  price-fixing  is  aimed  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  imports  in  quantity  from  anticipated  sources  of  supply  will  not 
be  available.  They  also  state  that  rising  prices  for  butter  caused 
some  concern  in  Government  circles  lest  they  should  lead  cheese 
producers  to  turn  to  butter  making  and  so  reduce  the  production  of 
cheese  at  a  time  when  Canada  has  undertaken  to  deliver  a  larger 
quantity  of  cheese  to  the  United  Kingdom.  This  is  an  amazing  state- 
ment having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  reduction  in  the  price  of 
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butter  can't  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination  achieve  the  objective 
in  two  opposite  directions.  If  the  reduction  has  the  effect  of  dis- 
couraging the  cheese  producers  to  change  to  the  manufacture  of 
butter,  it  will  also  have  the  effect  of  discouraging  the  importation 
of  butter.  The  law  of  supply  and  demand  is  that  when  a  commodity 
is  scarce  the  price  rises  and  production  is  increased,  and  when  over 
production  takes  place  the  price  declines  and  production  is  decreased. 
Lower  prices  for  butter  will  not  induce  hotels,  restaurants,  and  house- 
wives to  use  less,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  consump- 
tion of  butter.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  real  reason  behind  the 
Board's  order,  is  that  those  who  were  responsible  for  entering  into 
an  agreement  with  the  British  Food  Ministry  to  sell  our  cheese  at 
the  price  agreed  upon,  now  find  that  they  accepted  a  price  that  is 
too  low  to  ensure  that  the  volume  of  cheese  produced  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  quantity  required  under  the  agreement,  having 
regard  to  the  greater  demand  for  butter.  The  mistakes  of  those  res- 
ponsible for  the  cheese  agreement  will  be  taken  care  of  at  the  expense 
of  the  producers  of  butter.  It  is  further  stated  that  the  price  for 
butter  will  be  reviewed  in  the  spring.  Having  regard  to  what  has 
happened  to  the  price  of  hogs  and  butter,  this  statement  will  have 
the  effect  of  discouraging  the  farmer  to  produce  more  butter.  Why 
is  it  that  the  farmer  is  picked  to  be  the  goat  all  the  time?  Why  not 
give  the  farmer  a  break  once  in  a  while?  What  is  to  hinder  the 
Wartimes  Price  and  Trade  Board  from  reducing  the  price  of  farm 
implements  to  a  level  that  is  more  commensurate  to  their  real  value? 
There  are  other  lines  of  goods  used  by  the  farmer  that  could  be 
similarly  dealt  with.  The  reason  why  officials  and  boards  do  not 
move  in  this  direction  is  because  they  appear  to  be  afraid  of  organ- 
ized industry.  They  look  upon  the  farmers  as  an  unorganized  mob, 
therefore,  they  treat  the  farmers'  interests  with  impunity.  May  I 
give  you  another  example  that  occurred  recently.  The  Minister  of 
Labour,  Hon.  Mr.  McLarty,  issued  an  order  restoring  wages  to  the 
1929  level  where  this  had  not  already  been  done.  The  order  also 
provides  that  if  there  is  a  five  per  cent  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
a  bonus  must  be  paid  to  the  wage  earner.  Once  more  I  ask  the 
question,  "Why  the  difference  in  treatment  as  between  the  wage 
earner  and  the  farmer?"  The  answer  is  that  the  workers  are  well 
organized  and  the  farmer  is  not.  I  am  not  blaming  the  workers  for 
looking  after  their  own  interests,  but  I  deeply  deplore  the  fact  that 
the  farmers  have  failed  to  realize  the  value  of  organization. 

I  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  these  matters  of  importance  to 
the  farm  people,  because  I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  farm  organ- 
ization such  as  ours,  to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  day  to  day  problems 
of  the  farmer.  It  is  also  necessary  to  have  vision,  in  order  that  we 
may  plan  to  reach  an  objective,  that  will  provide  greater  security, 
happiness  and  contentment  than  anything  we  have  as  yet  experienced. 

ROWELL-SIROIS  COMMISSION 

I  had  prepared  a  summary  of  the  important  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Rowell-Sirois  Report  to  be  included  in  this  address, 
but  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  conference  collapsed  at  the 
end  of  the  second  day,  no  good  purpose  can  be  served  at  present  in 
an  extended  reference  to  the  report.  The  Commission  was  set  up 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  relations  between  the  Dominion 
and  the  Provinces,  in  the  light  of  present  economic  and  social  con- 
ditions as  compared  to  the  economic  and  social  conditions  in  exist- 
ence at  the  time  of  Confederation.  The  power  of  the  Commission  as 
to  the  matters  to  be  investigated  was  set  out  and  determined  by  the 
order  of  reference.  The  Commission  spent  approximately  two  and 
a  half  years  in  taking  evidence,  studying  the  evidence  taken  and 
preparing  the  report.    This  was  done  at  a  considerable  expense  to 
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the  Dominion  Government.  When  the  Dominion-Provincial  Con- 
ference was  agreed  upon,  it  was  expected  that  serious  consideration 
would  be  given  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Commission.  It  was 
not  expected  that  all  the  recommendations  of  the  Commission  would 
be  adopted,  but  it  was  expected  that  some  would  be  agreed  to  as  be- 
ing satisfactory  to  the  Dominion  and  the  Provinces.  The  Premiers 
of  Ontario,  British  Columbia  and  Alberta,  blocked  any  attempt  to 
consider  the  report.  We  could  have  forgiven  these  three  Premiers 
if,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Commission's  recommenda- 
tions, they  could  not  agree  to  the  adoption  of  any  of  the  changes 
suggested  in  the  report,  but  to  refuse  to  consider  ways  and  means 
to  improve  Dominion-Provincial  relations  is  beyond  forgiveness. 
Here  was  an  opportunity  to  perform  a  piece  of  real  constructive  work 
in  the  interests  of  the  people,  but  three  men  scuttled  the  opportunity. 
Can  we  expect  democracy  to  survive,  if  we  the  people,  fail  to  hold 
to  account  those  in  whom  we  have  placed  our  trust,  who  refuse  to 
consider  proposals  calculated  to  improve  our  conditions?  Great 
economic  changes  have  taken  place  since  Confederation.  Matters  that 
were  at  Confederation  of  only  local  importance,  and  therefore 
allocated  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provinces  have  now  become  of 
national  importance  and  must  be  transferred  to  Dominion  control. 
The  longer  we  delay  making  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  greater 
will  be  the  inconvenience  and  hardship  experienced  by  the  people. 
The  callous  indifference  to  the  well-being  and  unity  of  the  Canadian 
people,  by  the  three  Premiers  I  have  mentioned,  was  a  staggering 
blow  to  those  who  believe  that  it  is  quite  feasible  to  make  all  the 
adjustments  necessary  to  a  better  order  of  society  through  democratic 
constitutional  government.  It  is  impossible  to  express  the  deep  dis- 
appointment occasioned  at  the  failure  of  the  conference. 

THE  WAR 

The  struggle  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Allies  in  defense 
of  the  democratic  way  of  life  and  Germany  whose  avowed  purpose 
is  to  subject  the  world  to  Nazi  dictatorship,  continues  with  increased 
vigor.  The  lightning  occupation  by  Germany  of  Norway,  Denmark, 
Holland,  Belgium,  and  the  sudden  collapse  and  partial  occupation  of 
France,  had  all  the  appearance,  for  a  time,  that  the  resistance  of  the 
democratic  countries  was  at  an  end.  Then  came  the  turning  point. 
The  successful  evacuation  of  the  British  troops  from  France,  through 
Dunkirk,  provided  the  spark  that  intensified  the  dogged  determination 
that  is  characteristic  of  the  British  people  to  resist  aggression.  Since 
that  time  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  Britain's  defensive 
program.  With  the  aid  of  the  oveiseas  Dominions,  and  the  ability 
to  purchase  armaments  from  the  United  States,  Britain  will  soon  be 
in  a  position  to  take  up  the  offensive.  Though  greatly  outnumbered, 
the  wonderful  skill  and  bravery  displayed  by  the  air  force,  and 
through  the  control  of  the  seas  by  the  navy,  we  can  look  forward 
with  hope  to  the  successful  termination  of  the  war.  We  have  yet 
a  long  way  to  go.  We  must  increase  our  efforts  along  the  lines  best 
calculated  to  achieve  our  objective.  We  cannot  tolerate  any  govern- 
ment that  will  permit  the  profit  motive  to  be  the  governing  factor 
in  the  production  of  armaments  and  other  supplies  necessary  for  war 
purposes.  To  permit  a  new  crop  of  millionaires  to  come  into  exist- 
ence because  of  our  war  effort  will  be  a  disgrace  to  the  fair  name  of 
Canada.  Equality  of  sacrifice  must  be  real  and  not  merely  lip  service. 
We  must  demonstrate  beyond  question,  that  the  democratic  way  pro- 
vides the  ways  and  means  through  which  we  can  best  satisfy  all 
legitimate  human  desires. 

Recently  I  read  an  article,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  in 
the  New  Republic  on  democracy.  The  following  sentence  arrested 
my  attention,  "Democracy  is  not  a  fulfillment,  it  is  an  opportunity." 
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Many  of  us  have  in  the  past,  blamed  democracy  for  our  economic 
and  social  shortcomings,  whereas  we  should  have  placed  the  blame 
upon  ourselves  in  that  we  did  not  take  advantage  of  democratic 
methods  to  achieve  our  objective.  Let  us  therefore  use  democracy 
and  all  that  it  implies  in  the  furtherance  of  our  war  effort,  and  when 
the  war  is  over  the  same  principles,  when  properly  used,  will  permit 
us  to  deal  successfully  with  the  many  and  important  "after  the  war" 
problems.  We  will  be  well  advised  to  begin  now  to  give  some  con- 
sideration to  the  many  important  problems  with  which  we  will  be 
faced  when  the  war  is  over. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  the  hope  that  having  regard  to  the 
serious  times  through  which  we  are  passing,  this  Convention  will  con- 
tribute substantially  to  such  efforts  as  are  necessary  to  transform  this 
world  from  one  of  greed  and  destruction  to  one  of  peace,  and  where 
the  brotherhood  of  man  will  prevail. 
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ADDRESS  OF  MRS.  WINIFRED  ROSS 
President  of  U.F.W.A. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemene: 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  to  you  on  this  occasion  of 
our  Annual  Convention.  In  the  words  of  Prime  Minister  Churchill, 
these  are  times  of  great  dangers  and  of  great  hopes,  and  as  a  demo- 
cratic organization  in  a  democratic  country,  which  is  engaged  in  a 
life  and  death  struggle  to  preserve  the  principles  of  democracy,  we 
must  not  only  be  alive  to  the  dangers  but  also  inspired  by  the  hopes. 

War  with  the  urgency  of  its  demands  for  maximum  effort,  with 
its  sacrifices,  its  fears  and  its  hopes,  is  absorbing  the  attention  of 
all  our  people  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else.  This  is  as  it  should 
be  in  view  of  the  circumstances,  but  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  mis- 
take if  anyone  thinks  that  the  war  can  be  furthered  by  neglecting 
farm  organizations,  such  as  I  now  address.  The  purpose  of  the 
U.F.A.  and  of  the  U.F.W.A.  and  of  the  Junior  Branch  is  to  serve 
the  community  in  any  capacity  in  which  services  are  required.  We 
can  make  our  contribution  to  war  work  more  efficiently  through  our 
own  organization  than  in  any  other  way.  It  would  be  superfluous 
for  the  Government  or  any  welfare  group  to  build  new  organizations 
for  any  branch  of  war  service.  The  thing  to  be  done  is  to  use  organ- 
izations already  in  existence,  having  their  efforts  co-ordinated  and 
directed  into  channels  of  maximum  service.  For  instance,  the  Red 
Cross  work  should  be  done  through  existing  social  organizations.  It 
should  be  the  clearing  house  for  the  efforts  of  all  groups  rather  than 
a  rival  organization  which  may  create  duplication  and  confusion. 

The  war  itself  makes  it  imperative  that  our  organization  should 
be  maintained  and  extended.  This  is  so,  not  only  because  there  is 
much  work  to  be  done  by  women  in  connection  with  war  services, 
but  because  the  already  difficult  economic  position  of  the  farmer  has 
been  intensified  through  war  conditions.  The  vast  improvement  in 
business  due  to  war  activity  has  passed  the  farmer  by.  Our  grain 
markets  which  were  badly  shattered  before  the  war,  have  now  prac- 
tically disappeared,  so  that  farmers  next  year  must  contemplate  not 
only  a  less  than  cost  price  but  he  must  face  the  possibility  that  he 
may  not  be  able  to  sell  any  grain  at  all  and  may  have  to  provide 
storage  for  whatever  crop  he  may  have  - —  and  that  is  not  all  —  taxes 
have  gone  up  and  there  is  every  indication  that  they  will  continue 
to  increase,  while  farmers  incomes  have  decidedly  decreased.  In  this 
way  the  financial  burden  of  the  war  is  being  placed  very  unevenly  on 
the  people.  It  has  fallen  more  heavily  on  the  farmers  than  on  any 
other  class  of  the  community  as  the  farmers  are  both  producers  and 
consumers. 

I  believe  that  I  can  safely  speak  for  every  member  of  our  organ- 
ization when  I  say  that  we  are  not  only  willing  to  do  our  duty,  we 
are  anxious  to  do  even  more  than  our  duty  in  assisting  the  war  effort. 
On  the  other  hand,  may  I  not  also  speak  for  them  when  I  say  we 
deplore  and  oppose  the  existence  of  privilege  for  any  class  during 
a  national  emergency  such  as  that  which  now  confronts  us  —  and 
there  are  many  evidences  that  bankers  and  industrialists  are  far 
from  having  been  reduced  to  the  income  level  of  the  faimer.  It  does 
seem  reasonable  to  me  that  if  we  on  the  farms  are  willing  to  give  our 
produce  to  the  nation  at  cost,  all  other  industry  should  be  willing 
to  go  on  a  similar  basis,  and  that  if  we  give  our  produce  at  cost, 
those  who  have  become  wealthy  through  our  production  should  freejy 
give  such  wealth  to  our  country  without  interest  charge.    There  is. 
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of  course,  nothing  new  in  our  position.  It  has  been  here  for  a  long 
time,  but  it  is  in  war  time  that  the  profit  motive  of  the  individual 
meets  with  the  greatest  objection.  It  is  when  our  country  is  fight- 
ing for  its  life  that  profit  making  becomes  intolerable  particularly 
when  it  goes  on  behind  a  propoganda  barrage  of  equality  of  sacrifice. 
My  purpose  in  this  brief  reference  to  our  economic  problem,  is,  that 
I  might  say  to  you,  that  we  have  never  stood  in  greater  need  of  a 
complete  mobilization  of  our  economic,  intellectual  and  moral  forces 
than  now.  We  need  our  organization  more  than  ever  because  of 
the  war.  We  need  it  to  assist  in  winning  a  military  victory  abroad; 
we  need  it  to  assist  us  in  consolidating  that  victory  at  home  in  terms 
of  democracy  and  economic  security.  In  years  past  our  U.F.W.A. 
bas  always  concerned  itself  with  all  matters  of  social  welfare.  Our 
ef¥orts  to  improve  the  home  life  and  all  that  is  implied  in  that  phrase 
has  been  brought  to  your  attention  at  every  annual  convention.  I 
do  not  propose  to  give  here  a  detailed  report  of  our  efforts  this  past 
year.  These  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  our  U.F.W.A.  Executive 
and  in  our  Conveners'  reports,  but  I  do  want  to  say  that  our  struggle 
for  economic  security  in  the  home,  for  adequate  health  services  avail- 
able to  every  citizen  and  for  educational  opportunity  for  every  child 
and  youth  of  our  land  is  all  the  more  necessary  now  when  war  is 
on,  for  a  country  that  is  in  want  or  whose  citizens  are  unhealthy  or 
ignorant,  cannot  fight  a  modern  war.  Our  people  must  be  strong 
and  healthy  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  take  their  places  in  the  front 
line  if  must  be  —  or  in  the  equally  important  battle  line  of  industry 
where  high  technical  knowledge  and  skill  are  indispensable. 

It  has  been  necessary  since  the  war  began  for  our  Government 
to  train  soldiers,  airmen  and  sailors,  to  train  skilled  craftsmen  to  man 
our  factories  and  thus  maintain  the  flow  of  war  supplies.  It  may  be 
said,  and  truly,  that  nearly  all  our  eflfort  so  far  has  been  in  the  direc- 
tion of  more  machines,  more  industry,  more  raw  materials,  more 
finished  products,  and  still  we  have  not  enough  of  these  things  and 
we  must  continue  to  strain  every  eflfort  to  secure  an  abundance  of  the 
essential  supplies  for  a  mechanized  war  but  we  must  not  forget  that 
if  our  fighting  forces  are  to  be  kept  up  to  full  strength  and  our  in- 
dustries adequately  manned,  we  must  have  strong  healthy  people. 
Definite  attention  must  be  given  to  the  human  factor.  Strong  and 
healthy  people  are  quite  as  essential  as  guns  and  ships,  airplanes 
and  bombs.  Public  health  cannot  be  neglected  in  war  time.  I  have 
been  much  impressed  the  last  few  weeks  with  the  old  pre-war  cry 
of  "belt-tightening."  Let  me  repeat  what  I  said  a  few  moments  ago, 
so  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding,  we  are  quite  willing  to  tighten 
our  belts  if  that  should  have  to  be  done.  We  are  going  to  be  dead 
certain  however  that  such  is  unavoidable  before  we  accede  to  it,  be- 
cause a  belt-tightening  people  cannot  do  their  best  neither  on  the 
field  of  battle  or  in  industry.  We  opposed  the  belt-tightening  policy 
during  the  depression  years  and  to  say  the  least  we  are  very  sceptical 
of  it  now  as  a  way  to  victory.  Here  are  a  few  facts  in  this  connection 
which  I  suggest  we  would  do  well  to  ponder.  In  a  recent  investiga- 
tion by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  it  was  disclosed  that  the 
average  wage  for  Canadian  workers  was  very  low.  The  farmers 
position  was  also  revealed.  It  was  shown  that  the  average  farm 
family  of  5.3  persons  had  only  $763.00  for  living  expenses  in  the  year 
1938.  Since  the  war  began  the  position  of  the  wage  earner  has  im- 
proved somewhat  because  of  war  stimulated  industries,  and  more  men 
have  been  put  to  work,  but  the  farmers'  position  is  no  better.  His 
tax  burden  has  been  increased  and  will  continue  to  increase  if  war 
financing  is  to  be  met  in  the  usual  way  —  but  although  taxes  have 
gone  up  and  the  cost  of  living  is  rising  the  income  of  the  farmers 
has  dropped.  Grain  growing  —  at  least  for  the  present  —  may  be 
regarded  as  not  sound.  The  live  stock  industry  is  still  being  ex- 
ploited at  our  expense — so  it  will  be  seen  that  our  economic  problems 
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which  we  have  been  striving  to  solve  since  the  inception  of  our  move- 
ment are  not  only  still  unsolved,  but  under  the  stress  of  war  they 
press  all  the  more  for  solution.  These  problems,  although  national 
and  international  in  character  have  particular  significance  for  us. 
They  are  our  tasks.  No  class  of  citizen  can  possibly  know  the  effects 
of  these  economic  grievances  better  than  we  do  and  to  help  solve 
these  economic  problems  is  the  particular  duty  of  the  farmers.  I 
is  our  duty  and  our  necessity  not  only  for  our  own  sakes,  but  in 
the  national  interest  and  in  the  interest  in  the  cause  of  democracy 
to  which  we  have  set  our  hand. 

Without  purposeful  organization  and  education,  we  farmers  are 
not  in  a  position  to  assist  either  ourselves  or  our  country.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  call  you  back  to  that  vision  and  virility  of  action 
which  characterized  the  earher  history  of  our  movement  when  Educa- 
tion, Organization  and  Co-operation  were  not  only  the  watchwords — 
they  were  practical  stepping  stones  in  the  long  process  of  our 
economic  and  social  emancipation.  Let  me  draw  to  your  attention 
another  fact  brought  to  light  by  the  Vocational  Welfare  Council. 
According  to  the  findings  of  that  body  there  are  in  Canada  460,000 
undernourished  children  while  we  farmers  have  been  —  and  are  — 
worried  with  problems  of  surpluses  and  low  prices.  Then  according 
to  Hon.  George  Hoadley,  a  former  Alberta  Minister  of  Health, 
Canada  loses  needlessly  10,000  babies  a  year.  Then  we  have  to  face 
the  fact  that  6,000  young  Canadians  who  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
war  had  to  be  rejected  because  of  lung  trouble  and  15%  of  those 
who  were  medically  examined  for  war  service  had  to  be  sent  home 
as  medically  unfit.  I  make  reference  to  these  incidents  that  I  may 
point  out  that  the  belt-tightening  policy  of  the  Government  is  un- 
necessary and  detrimental,  for  if  it  is  followed  there  will  be  still 
greater  numbers  of  undernourished  children  who  will  lack  the 
physical  basis  essential  to  health  and  to  combat  disease  —  and  this 
brings  me  to  the  words  of  our  Canadian  Finance  Minister  who  said 
last  November  "The  limits  of  what  Canada  can  devote  to  war  pur- 
poses are  not  financial,  but  physical,  mental  and  moral."  If  this  is 
so  then  there  is  no  need  of  belt-tightening  in  Canada  to  the  point 
of  undernourishment  and  disease.  What  is  needed  is  brain  loosening, 
so  there  may  be  a  planned  national  policy  which  will  protect  the 
human  element  to  as  great  a  degree  as  the  financial  element  is  now 
protected. 

Production  for  war  without  profit,  and  the  use  of  money  without 
interest,  are  both  essential  if  we  are  to  produce  to  our  physical  limits 
and  in  order  that  policies  of  that  sort  may  be  furthered  and  adopted 
our  farm  women  should  be  one  hundred  per  cent  organized  and  de- 
voted to  educating  themselves  and  the  public  to  that  point  where 
CO  operation  becomes  generally  accepted. 

There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  shall  devote  the  remaining 
portion  of  my  time  and  that  is  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  make 
democracy  practicable  in  every-day  human  affairs,  while  we  are  fight- 
ing on  foreign  battle  fields  to  preserve  the  democratic  principles 
from  the  Nazis. 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  New  York  Nation,  Ralph  Bates  wrote, 
"When  an  ice  pack  is  shattered  by  an  ice  breaker,  it  rarely  builds 
up  into  a  crystal  palace."  This  war  is  leaving  in  its  path  the  shattered 
debris  of  an  age.  It  would  be  worse  than  foolish  to  assume  that  the 
mere  shattering  is  sufficient  and  that  the  broken  pieces  will  some- 
how form  themselves  into  a  new  and  satisfactory  system  for  the  use 
of  future  generations.  In  other  words  there  must  be  creative  and 
constructive  action,  intelligently  directed  if  this  is  to  be  really  the 
long  looked  for  last  war.  Of  course,  I  know  the  reply  to  any  such 
idea  from  officialdom  is  always,  "Don't  bother  us  now,  we  are  too 
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busy  winning  the  war,"  —  "Too  busy  in  fact  winning  the  war  to 
give  any  thought  beyond  Hitlerism."  Don't  think  for  one  moment 
that  I  am  minimizing  the  menace  of  Hitlerism^,  the  reahty  of  that 
menace  cannot  be  denied  and  must  not  be  underestimated,  but  I  do 
not  agree  with  those  who  think  that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  worry 
when  Hitler  is  defeated.  We  must  have  a  definite  objective  for  the 
future  of  the  world  and  such  an  objective  might  well  become  a  most 
effective  weapon  in  the  defeat  of  Hitler. 

The  first  fact  to  be  considered  is  that  the  world  could  not  have 
gone  on  indefinitely  as  it  was  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Realizing 
that  things  could  not  go  on  as  they  were,  Hitler  started  out  to  re- 
make the  world  after  his  own  heart's  desire.  All  of  us  detest  and 
abhor  the  world  he  proposes  to  make  as  well  as  the  methods  he 
adopted  in  remaking  it.  There  is  little  doubt  in  anyone's  mind  as  to 
the  sort  of  world  he  would  build  if  he  were  allowed  to  have  his  way 
but  we  are  not  so  clear  about  the  sort  of  world  that  will  result  if 
we  are  victorious.  That  fact  is  the  weakest  point  in  our  defence,  for 
if  we  are  fighting  to  keep  the  world  as  it  was  before  the  war,  is 
there  any  nation  on  earth  that  would  be  attracted  to  our  cause  by 
such  an  appeal. 

Social  co-operation  within  the  state  and  the  co-operative 
commonwealth  on  an  international  scale  is  the  only  valid  counter- 
proposal to  Hitler's  menace  and  that  proposal  has  been  studiously 
avoided  by  the  governments  of  the  nations  that  are  at  actual  war  with 
the  Axis  powers.  It  is  dangerous  to  elude  this  issue.  The  author 
of  "Union  Now,"  proposing  a  democratic  federation  of  the  world  has 
met  with  great  approval  in  both  hemispheres;  while  President 
Roosevelt's  Four  Freedoms,  namely  ,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom 
of  religion,  freedom  from  want  and  freedom  from  fear,  suggests  an 
objective  beyond  that  of  military  victory. 

The  frank  and  sincere  acceptance  of  a  suggested  alternative  to 
Hitlerism  would  almost  certainly  hasten  victory  for  the  democratic 
cause.  Think  of  the  effect  on  nations  now  under  German  domination, 
and  on  those  now  threatened  with  it  if  they  had  the  pledge  of  Britain 
and  her  allies  that  their  victory  would  mean  a  world  federation  of 
world  democracies  on  the  basis  of  economic  justice,  an  assurance 
that  national  sovereignity  and  imperialism  would  yield  place  to  a 
united  commonwealth  of  the  world.  And  this  would  be  all  the  more 
attractive  if  democracy  and  economic  justice  were  defined  specifically 
in  terms  of  both  domestic  and  international  policy. 

At  any  rate  may  I  suggest  that  few  people  want  to  die  to  keep 
the  world  as  it  was  between  the  two  great  wars. 

New  ways  of  life,  new  methods,  new  men  and  new  worlds,  do 
not  come  by  wishful  thinking.  Instruments  of  human  progress  must 
be  created,  and  purposefully  used  if  real  progress  is  to  me  made. 
Were  we  to  pledge  ourselves  to  such  a  noble  objective  and  invite  all 
democratic  nations  to  join  in  planning  that  achievement,  nations  now 
neutral  would  come  to  fight  with  us,  and  nations  which  tasted  freedom 
before  the  rise  of  Hitler  would  shake  themselves  free  of  the  dictators 
and  help  to  contribute  a  military  victory  which  would  be  dedicated 
neither  to  nations  nor  empires,  but  to  humanity.  But  if  these  things 
are  to  be  international,  we  must  show  our  good  faith  in  our  cause  by 
beginning  to  build  them  here,  now.  To  practice  democracy  is  the 
best  way  to  be  successful  in  fighting  for  it  and  it  should  be  the  par- 
ticular task  of  this  body  to  see  to  it  that  the  practice  of  democracy 
should  be  begun  in  Canada  at  once.  Education,  Organization,  Co- 
operation. 
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ADDRESS  OF  K.  GEORGE  THRING 
Junior  President, 
To  the  Thirty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
Calgary,  January,  I941 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

In  presenting  this,  my  second  report,  to  your  Thirty-Third 
Annual  U.F.A.  Convention,  I  shall  not  remind  you  of  the  many  in- 
cidents of  the  past  year  any  more  than  necessary.  Needless  to  say, 
we  can  all  be  thankful  for  our  Allied  successes  in  spite  of  the  handi- 
caps under  which  we  started.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  the  United 
States  has  proven  that  regardless  of  costs  and  sacrifices  the  struggle 
of  the  Democracies  against  gangsteristic  tyranny  must  not  fail. 

With  that  thought  always  in  our  minds,  we  must  continue  to 
work  and  plan  for  the  future.  Youth  must  needs  look  to  the  future. 
We  have  so  many  responsibilities  to  prepare  for,  it  makes  one  wonder 
just  what  we,  as  individuals,  should  undertake  to  be  of  the  most 
efificient  service  to  our  country  in  its  hour  of  need. 

You  will  agree  with  me,  I  am  sure,  when  I  say  that  our  com- 
munity life  must  not  be  allowed  to  die.  True,  our  war  work  must 
surge  ahead  with  ever  increasing  effort  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  let  everything  else  drop  by  the  wayside.  We  say  we  are 
fighting  for  democracy  but  some  of  us  are  apt  to  forget  that  we  are 
only  aiding  its  foundation  stones  to  crumble  and  decay  through 
disuse. 

We  say  we  are  fighting  for  the  future.  True  enough,  but  unless 
we  are  also  building  our  own  minds  to  the  point  where  we  shall  for 
the  future  salvation  of  civilization,  win  the  peace  as  well  as  the  battle, 
then  this  struggle  shall  also  have  been  in  vain. 

If  there  ever  was  a  time,  and  I  do  not  question  the  past,  when 
such  an  organization  as  the  U.F.A.  was  needed,  it  is  today.  Our 
country  needs  every  ounce  of  support  and  counsel  we  can  give  it. 
There  is  strength  in  numbers. 

Even  as  the  Senior  Organization  must  grow,  I  believe  it  is  even 
more  important  that  you  see  the  younger  generation  started  on  the 
road  that  leads  to  the  senior  movement.  It  is  never  too  soon  to 
begin,  with  no  time  like  the  immediate  present. 

If  you,  who  are  older  and  more  experienced,  wish  to  see  the 
U.F.A.  become  the  movement  of  the  future,  you  must  sow  the  seeds 
of  co-operation  and  unity  in  the  fertile  minds  of  youth  so  that  the 
harvest  will  be  a  certain  success.  We  must  show  our  young  people 
that  unless  the  U.F.A.  has  the  support  of  all  the  farm  people  in  the 
|i  province,  we  shall  never  be  strong  enough  to  move  our  governments 
'  to  the  point  of  acting  according  to  our  great  needs  such  as  we  face 
at  the  present  time.  Likewise  we  must  have  our  youth  ready  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  our  community,  and  to  do  that  requires 
training.  Here  again  our  Junior  U.F.A,  has  proven  its  worth.  But 
we  do  not  stop  there. 

Every  year  at  the  University  Farm  Young  People's  Week,  held  in 
Edmonton  during  the  early  part  of  June,  our  Junior  U.F.A.  holds  it 
annual  convention.  Officers  are  elected  for  the  year  and  all  import- 
ant business  for  the  year  is  discussed  and  necessary  resolutions 
passed.  We  again  elected  two  Vice-presidents,  Miss  Olga  Antonson 
for  the  north,  and  Mr.  Eugene  O'Neil  for  the  south.    We  hope  that 
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this  year  the  Senior  Convention  will  ratify  this  action,  because  our 
very  limited  funds  make  it  necessary  that  our  key  organizers  be 
situated  in  different  parts  of  the  province. 

We  also  made  another  important  constitutional  change  that  will 
come  before  this  convention.  We  have  noticed  the  senior  locals  con- 
sist of  members  mostly  over  the  thirty-year  mark  and  yet  our  juniors 
could  not  belong  to  the  young  people's  group  if  over  twenty-five. 
For  some  reason  or  other  these  "in  betweens"  so  to  speak,  had  a 
tendency  to  drop  out  of  both  movements  altogether,  and  in  many 
cases  we  could  call  them  "lost"  to  our  farm  movement.  Our  con- 
ference therefore  decided  the  best  way  to  keep  these  older  youths 
in  the  U.F.A.  was  to  include  them  in  our  Junior  Branch,  until  they 
are  no  longer  interested  in  youth  problems  and  feel  free  to  step 
into  the  senior  local  and  carry  on  the  good  work.  I  hope  you  clearly 
understand  why  we  have  now  increased  our  age  limit  to  thirty  years 
for  junior  members  —  not  to  take  members  from  the  senior  group 
but  to  keep  more  going  into  your  movement. 

Our  Junior  Conference  also  nominated  a  delegate  to  attend  our 
Canadian  Youth  Congress,  held  in  Montreal  last  summer,  but  the 
returns  of  our  Dime  Fund  did  not  reach  our  expectations  and  as  a 
consequence  we  were  not  able  to  finance  the  long  trip.  Next  year 
I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  send  more  than  one  delegate  because  we 
all  know  the  Youth  Congress  is  still  able  to  do  great  things,  in  spite 
of  some  erratic  reports.  It  is  our  duty  as  Canadians  to  see  that 
subversive  elements  cannot  enter  into  the  movement.  We  can  make 
the  Canadian  Youth  Congress  one  of  the  Dominion's  great  training 
grounds  for  her  democratic  youth. 

You  often  hear  it  said,  "Youth  must  keep  an  even  keel  in  these 
troubled  waters,"  as  though  they  needed  only  the  hint  to  keep  them 
as  steady  as  they  are  supposed  to  be.  We  need  more  than  hints. 
Such  a  composure  of  mind  comes  through  years  of  contact  with  our 
fellowmen.  rntil  we  understand  more  clearly  some  of  the  complexities 
of  our  economic  and  social  life.  I  dare  say  that  if  our  modern  youth 
were  better  versed  in  some  of  these  problems  there  would  be  less 
of  this  recklessness  we  see  so  much  of  today.  We  must  know  our 
present  position  better  before  we  can  ever  be  expected  to  devise  a 
brighter  future  and  keep  it  shining. 

When  we  think  of  the  part  that  farm  youth  can  play  in  national 
service,  our  minds  naturally  turn  to  hundreds  of  fellows  from  the 
farms  who  are  now  in  England  with  the  Canadian  forces  as  well 
as  the  thousands  taking  their  training  in  our  monthly  camps  all  over 
Canada.  I  know  they  will  all  play  their  full  part  in  the  task  Canada 
has  accepted.    But  the  job  to  be  done  here  is  just  as  important. 

Someone  has  said,  "Bread  is  the  first  munition  of  war."  We  must 
see  that  the  food  trains  keep  rolling  to  the  Motherland  and  our 
Allies,  without  interuption.  Our  first  consideration  should  be  service, 
rather  than  returns.  That  is  the  contribution  we  can  make  to 
N'ational  Security. 

But  while  we  are  absorbed  with  the  pressing  tasks  that  the  war 
has  brought  we  must  always  look  to  the  future.  We  are  the  people 
who  will  have  to  rebuild  the  world  that  we  fight  for  today.  Our 
national  service  cannot  end  with  the  completion  of  the  war.  We 
must  produce  a  steady  stream  of  trained  men  for  our  administrative 
positions  for  the  years  to  come.  How  can  we  expect  someone  else 
to  do  our  work  for  us?  How  can  we  ever  expect  to  build  the  new 
era  unless  we  get  out  of  our  shell  of  independence  and  learn  to  live 
together? 

Since  youth  of  the  farm  must  continue  to  be  the  main  standby 
of  our  western  community  life,  I  feel  they  must  come  into  their 
own  by  building  into  the  country  a  tradition  that  will  fit  more  and 
more  into  the  annals  of  Canada's  national  unity.  As  young  people 
we  do  not  want  anything  on  a  silver  platter.      We  realize  that  to 
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really  build  our  own  lives  requires  years  of  experience  and  pains- 
taking care.  We  must  also  realize  that  the  height  of  our  own  moral 
standards  determines  our  nation's  ability  to  rise  above  the  rut  we 
are  in  today.  We  must  be  prepared  to  carry  on  our  share  of  the 
burdens  of  our  government  sincerely  and  to  the  best  of  our  ability 

You  can  now  consolidate  these  previous  statements  in  our  Junior 
U.F.A.  aims,  and  no  one  can  help  but  realize  it  is  fulfilling  a  very 
important  function  in  the  life  of  our  country.  We  are  training  farm 
youth  in  citizenship  and  leadership.  We  all  agree  that  what  the 
world  needs  most  is  good  leaders  to  carry  on  and  reconstruct  a  war- 
torn  and  weary  world.  In  spite  of  all  the  wonderful  dreams  we  may 
have,  we  must  realize  that  we  have  to  begin  at  home  and  work  from 
the  ground  up.  Our  program  of  development  is  four  fold:  Educa- 
tional, Vocational,  Economic  and  Social.  We  give  the  young  people 
an  opporutnity  to  know  each  other  better,  to  enrich  the  social  life 
of  the  community  and  to  make  life  happier  and  better  for  all  who 
enter  wholeheartedly  into  the  spirit  of  the  movement.  It  helps  them 
to  serve  their  homes,  their  communities  and  their  nation  more 
efificiently. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  farmer  is  making  a  greater 
sacrifice  today  than  any  other  class  in  Canada.  While  industry  is 
booming  and  wages  on  the  upward  swing,  the  farmer  has  to  be  con- 
tent with  prices  for  the  products  of  his  labour,  that  are  far  below 
the  cost  of  production.  If  for  this  reason  only,  the  existence  of  the 
U.F.A.  is  justified.  Labor  has  its  needs  attended  to  because  it  has 
the  majority  of  the  workers  in  the  unions,  and  the  central  organiza- 
tion can  take  its  members'  problems  to  the  powers  that  be  and  have 
them  promptly  attended  to. 

Likewise  we  farm  people  must  unite  or  our  position  will  soon 
be  worse  than  it  is  today.  Our  governments  must  act  according  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  it  is  only  fair  that  each  class  throughout 
the  Dominion  have  its  one  central  organization  to  voice  the  needs 
of  all  those  concerned.  This,  to  me,  seems  the  most  efficient  and 
democratic  way  to  help  the  government  with  our  problems.  So  the 
challenge  is  put  forth  and  everyone  wonders  that  since  all  the  other 
organizations  are  representative  of  a  large  majority  of  their  class, 
why  is  it  then  that  the  farmer  cannot  unite  with  his  neighbor  for 
the  common  cause  across  Canada  in  one  organization  or  series  of 
united  groups  that  shall  have  as  their  sole  aim,  the  rectification  of 
our  agricultural  problems? 

It  is  our  duty  as  citizens  and  neighbors  to  belong  to  an  organiza- 
tion that  is  trying  to  fight  with  him  his  life's  battles  for  a  better 
existence.  For  this  reason  thousands  are  now  depending  on  the 
U.F.A.  and  giving  it  all  the  moral  and  financial  support  at  their  com- 
mand. However,  we  have  so  many  thousands  of  indifferent  farmers 
on  the  outside  that  slow  up  our  efforts  by  not  co-operating  and 
prevent  us  from  succeeding  to  the  extent  that  labor  has. 

So  as  a  member  of  the  younger  generation  talking  with  you 
who  must  soon  pass  the  torch  on  to  us,  I  ask  you  to  join  this  farm 
movement  now,  that  you  may  help  make  farming  worth  our  adoption 
as  a  life  vocation,  otherwise  you  will  have  helped  defeat  your  own 
game  because  you  failed  to  provide  for  the  future. 

In  closing  may  I  extend  to  you  all  my  heartiest  thanks  for  your 
co-operation  in  the  past.  Although  we  cannot  even  guess  what  the 
future  will  have  in  store  for  us,  we  must  continually  work  through 
success  and  failure,  good  times  and  bad,  for  the  betterment  of  our 
civilization  and  to  increase  our  standards  of  living. 

I  know  you  feel  your  responsibility  in  this  convention,  and  will 
give  your  best  to  the  decisions  that  come  forth,  so  that  we,_  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  will  move  onward  to  greater  heights 
together. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  1940 


IN  MEMORIAM 

As  we  write  the  record  of  another  year  we  find  that  once  again 
time  has  taken  a  toll  of  our  workers,  and  particularly  of  those  associ- 
ated with  the  early  years  of  our  organization.  We  would  pay 
reverent  tribute  to  the  work  done  by  these  pioneers.  Space  forbids 
us  to  list  the  names  and  special  grounds  of  remembrance  in  the  case 
of  many  excellent  local  officers  and  workers.  Outstanding  among 
those  who  have  passed  away  during  the  years  i^  the  name  of  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Tregillus,  widow  of  the  second  President  of  our  Association, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  of  Calgary.  Mr.  Tregillus  was  President  of  the 
U.  F.  A.  for  three  years  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  that 
period,  and  since,  Mrs.  Tregillus  shared  his  interest  and  that  of  other 
members  of  their  family  in  the  work  and  progress  of  the  Association. 
The  Tregillus  farm  was  just  outside  the  city  of  Calgary  on  the  old 
Banff  coach  road.  A  highly  respected  and  faithful  worker  in  the  farm 
organization  and  the  Co-operative  movement  Mr.  E.  R.  Rasmussen, 
of  Wetaskiwin,  passed  away  during  the  year.  He  was  at  one  time 
Director  of  the  U.F.A.  for  Wetaskiwin.  We  express  to  the  families 
of  these  pioneers,  and  all  others  who  have  sufifered  bereavement,  our 
sincere  sympathy. 

ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  year  two  meetings  were  held  by  your  Board,  one  im- 
mediately following  the  last  Convention,  another  immediately  preced- 
mg  this.  Six  meetings  of  the  Executive  were  held  including  two  joint 
meetings  with  the  U.F.W.A.  Executive. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Mr.  Rudolf  Hennig,  member  of  the  Executive,  attended  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Alberta  Sec- 
tion, at  Edmonton  in  November  as  fraternal  delegate.  Vice-President 
Norman  F.  Priestley  represented  the  Association  on  the  Calgary 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Alberta  Boards  of  Trade  and  Agriculture, 
the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  has  acted  as  Director  on 
the  Board  of  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements,  Limited,  during 
its  initial  stages,  Mrs.  Winifred  Ross,  President  of  the  U.F.W.A., 
represented  the  Association  on  the  Alberta  Council  of  Child  and  Family 
Welfare.  J.  K.  Sutherland  represented  the  Association  on  the  Western 
Markets  Committee.  The  Vice-President  also  conveyed  fraternal  greetings 
to  the  Consumers'  Co-operative  Refinery's  Sizth  Annua!  Meeting  at 
Regina.  Geo.  E.  Church  and  the  Vice-President  were  fraternal 
delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Alberta  Livestock 
Association  at  Gooseberry  Lake  in  August.  Mr.  Church  also  repre- 
sented the  U.F.A.  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
Delegates  in  November.  Mr.  Wm.  Runte  and  the  Vice-President 
represented  the  Association  at  the  Olds  School  of  Community  Life 
in  July. 

PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 

A  number  of  the  resolutions  dealing  with  questions  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Dominion  Government  were  conveyed  in  person 
by  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  to  Ottawa,  immediately  after  the  1940 
Annual  Convention.    Mr.  Brownlee  personally  interviewed  the  Hon. 
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James  G.  Gardiner  and  the  Hon,  J.  L.  Ralston.  Resolutions  coming 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provincial  Government  were  sent  by- 
mail,  copies  to  each  Minister. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  a  consistently  rising  member- 
ship in  recent  years.  A  large  percentage  of  these  members  pay  their 
dues  in  cash  throughout  the  early  parts  of  the  year,  some  Locals 
being  very  regular  in  their  returns  to  Central  Office.  Other  Locals, 
especially  those  engaged  in  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies,  are 
later  in  making  returns,  many  waiting  for  the  distribution  of  the 
dividends  of  the  Co-operative.  Experiments  have  been  made  during 
the  year  with  a  considerable  degree  of  success,  in  canvassing  for 
membership  in  certain  areas  in  the  Province.  It  is  evident  that  large 
numbers  of  farmers  are  ready  to  join  the  Association  when  asked. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  funds  available  to  the  Board  for  such  organ- 
ization purposes  are  not  large.  Your  Board  believes  that  the  time 
is  ripe  for  a  forward  move  in  the  matter  of  membership. 

PUBLICITY  AND  BROADCASTING 

The  Association  continues  to  make  use  of  the  columns  of  the 
Western  Farm  Leader  for  the  publication  of  news  of  Locals,  items 
of  interest  as  to  the  policies  of  the  Association  and  the  work  of  the 
Co-operative.  Some  advertising  has  been  done  in  the  Country  Guide, 
in  the  Alberta  Provincial  News  Notes  section.  Contact  is  maintained 
with  the  daily  press  of  the  Province  by  Central  Office  and  we  note 
with  pleasure  that  many  Locals  give  news  of  their  affairs  to  the 
daily  and  weekly  press. 

Considerable  use  of  radio  is  made  particularly  by  the  Co-operative 
Association.  A  series  of  broadcasts  was  given  over  Calgary  stations 
in  the  month  of  November  by  Mrs.  Ross,  Miss  Birch  and  Mr.  Priest- 
ley, and  in  Edmonton  by  the  Vice-President.  Mr.  Hugh  Allen  gave 
a  series  of  broadcasts  of  CFGP,  Grande  Prairie.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  your  Board  that  greater  use  should  be  made  of  broadcasting  if 
the  necessary  finances  can  be  secured. 

RELATIONS  WITH  OTHER  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS 

Following  up  the  direction  given  by  the  1940  Convention  your 
officers  have  kept  in  touch  with  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada  and 
will  report  on  negotiations  respecting  amalgamation  with  that  body. 
During  the  year  an  organic  connection  with  the  Central  Alberta 
Livestock  Association  has  been  set  up  and  maintained  in  the  Live- 
stock Department  of  the  U.F.A.  On  behalf  of  the  Association  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  for  direct 
affiliation.  In  reply  the  officers  of  the  Federation  pointed  out  that 
the  Constitution  prevented  their  accepting  the  application.  Applica- 
tion was  therefore  made  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and 
at  a  meeting  at  Red  Deer  in  June,  between  the  Board  of  the  Federa- 
tion and  the  Executive  of  the  Association,  an  agreement  was  reached 
as  to  delimitation  of  function  between  the  two  bodies.  Through  this 
affiliation  the  Association  is  a  member  of  the  Western  Agricultural 
Conference  and  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

LIVESTOCK  DEPARTMENT 

This  will  be  dealt  with  in  more  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Co- 
operative Board.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Directors  that  the  service 
in  promotion  of  livestock  improvement  projects,  collecting  of  small 
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wool  clips  for  shipment  through  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Wool 
Growers  and  organization  work  for  the  setting  up  of  co-operative 
livestock  shipping  associations  is  bringing  much  benefit  to  farmers 
in  the  areas  covered  and  should  result  in  increase  of  membership  in 
the  organization  in  those  areas. 

The  Association  has  endeavoured  to  be  of  some  use  in  connection 
with  the  war  effort  of  the  Dominion  and  the  Empire.  Following  up 
the  action  of  last  year  in  assuring  Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King 
of  the  support  of  our  members  and  suggesting  speedy  action  similar 
to  that  of  Great  Britain  in  mobilizing  the  resources  of  the  Dominion, 
the  Association  this  year  opened  a  fund  for  relief  of  persons  rendered 
homeless  by  bombing  raids  over  Great  Britain,  made  contact  with 
military  authorities  wth  a  view  to  the  use  of  soldiers  accustomed  to 
working  on  the  farms  during  the  period  of  the  harvest,  asked  the 
authorities  to  defer  the  period  for  military  training  until  the  harvest 
was  over,  was  represented  at  meetings  of  citizens  concerned  with 
assisting  the  government  in  promoting  war  effort,  encouraged  and 
took  part  in  Red  Cross  drives,  etc. 

JUNIOR  BRANCH 

President  Robert  Gardiner,  U.F.W.A.  President;  Mrs.  Ross;  Mrs. 
Learned,  U.F.W.A.  Vice-President;  Mr.  William  Runte;  our  Secre- 
tary, Miss  Birch,  assisted  in  preparation  for  and  attended  the  Junior 
Conference  and  Farm  Young  People's  Week  at  the  University  of 
Alberta  in  June.  Mr.  Geo.  Thring,  Junior  President,  was  re-elected 
at  that  meeting.  Mr.  Thring  will  report  in  person  on  the  activities 
of  the  Junior  Branch.  The  thanks  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and 
to  Mr.  M.  H.  Ward,  Director  for  Macleod,  for  support  given  finan- 
cially to  our  Junior  work. 

NEW  HOME  OF  THE  U.F.A. 

After  occupancy  of  offices  in  the  Renfrew  Building  for  a  period 
of  five  years  it  was  decided  early  in  the  year  that  in  the  event  of  the 
Co-operative  Association  acquiring  premises  for  the  distribution  of 
farm  supplies  the  building  should  be  designed  to  include  the  offices 
of  the  Association.  On  August  7th  a  large  building,  purchased  in 
the  month  of  April  and  remodelled  during  the  summer  to  provide 
for  wholesale  and  retail  distribution  of  farm  supplies  and  to  contain 
the  offices  of  the  Association  and  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  was 
officially  opened  by  our  President.  Several  hundred  farmers  and 
friends  from  a  territory  around  the  city  of  Calgary  extending  100 
miles  and  more,  attended  the  ceremony.  Later  in  the  year  a  fully 
equipped  Service  Station  was  added  to  the  plant.  It  is  a  pleasure 
for  the  Directors  to  report  that  the  venture  has  apparently  received 
the  approval  of  large  numbers  of  farm  people  who  drive  to  the 
city  by  motor  car  or  truck.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  efficiency  of  the  Association  in  all  respects  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  acquisition  of  this  property. 

U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Co-operative  Association  will  pre- 
sent a  separate  report  to  this  Convention.  There  is  justification  for 
Pi'ide  in  the  steady  growth  and  development  of  the  Co-operative.  Its 
activities  provide  a  base  upon  which  the  farm  movement  rests  in 
many  communities  where  it  would  otherwise  be  weak.  The  purchas- 
ing of  farm  supplies  is  a  practical  project  in  which  men  and  women 
and  young  people,  of  all  shades  of  opinion  with  respect  to  social  and 
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economic  problems,  can  take  a  part.  Though  requiring  large  sums 
of  money  to  continue  payments  on  plant  and  equipment  scattered 
from  the  Peace  River  area  to  the  International  boundary  and  pay 
for  the  new  headquarters  in  Calgary,  the  Co-operative  has  again  this 
season  paid  out  some  $23,404.50  in  dividends.  A  large  part  of  the 
work  of  the  Central  Office  staff  is  now  concerned  with  the  activities 
of  the  Co-operative.  We  commend  a  greater  use  for  the  general 
purposes  of  our  members  of  the  Branch  Office  of  the  Co-operative 
Association  situated  in  the  city  of  Edmonton. 

UNITED  GRAIN  GROWERS  LIMITED 

Your  Board  wishes  to  place  on  record  at  this  time  the  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Association  of  the  consistent  support  received  over  the 
years  from  the  United  Grain  Growers  Limited.  Rain  or  shine, 
whether  the  membership  has  been  large  or  small,  this  farmers'  com- 
mercial organization  has  never  failed  the  U.F.A.  in  making  a  sub- 
stantial annual  grant.  Its  President,  Mr.  R.  S.  Law;  its  Alberta 
Manager,  Mr.  Geo.  Edworthy,  and  members  of  the  staff,  take  a  keen 
interest  in  the  vv'ork  of  the  Association  and  frequently  confer  in  re- 
spect to  it.  Your  Board  of  Directors  feel  that  this  is  as  it  should 
be  and  notes  a  healthy  tendency  on  the  part  of  all  the  commercial 
farm  organizations  to  recognize  the  value  of  the  U.F.A. 

BEQUEST  OF  THE  LATE  CHARLES  BLUNDEN 

In  June,  1927,  a  staunch  U.F.A.  worker,  long  a  member  of  Rocky 
Coulee  U.F.A.  Local  No.  105,  Granum,  called  at  Central  Office,  then 
in  the  Lougheed  Building,  and  left  with  our  then  president,  Mr.  H. 
W.  Wood,  his  last  will  and  testament.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1939, 
Mr.  Blunden  died  at  his  home  on  the  farm.  Central  Office  was  re- 
quested by  his  executors  to  forward  the  testamentary  documents  and 
it  was  disclosed  that  subject  to  the  occupancy  of  the  estate  during 
the  lifetime  of  two  sisters-in-law  the  farm  had  been  bequeathed  to 
the  U.F.A.  "For  organization  purposes  after  enough  has  been  taken 
out  to  erect  and  equip  a  U.P.A.  Hall,  in  memory  of  my  dear  wife,  at 
Rocky  Coulee." 

In  September  of  this  year  application  to  prove  the  will  in  solemn 
form  was  made  before  Judge  A.  M.  MacDonald  at  Macleod.  Our 
solicitor,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hall,  and  \^ice-President  Priestley  attended  and 
represented  the  Association  at  the  hearing. 

Representatives  of  Rocky  Coulee  Local  were  also  present. 
Certain  technicalities  were  involved  but  the  judge  confirmed  the  main 
provisions  of  the  will. 

The  late  Charles  Blunden  was  a  colourful  personality,  an  English- 
man who  had  seen  much  of  the  world,  a  sailor  who  had  learned  to 
love  the  farm  and  farm  people.  To  him  as  to  thousands  of  others 
our  farm  organization  was  a  great  cause  and  dying  without  immediate 
heirs  he  remembered  his  neighbours  and  fellow  farmers.  We  pay 
grateful  tribute  to  his  memory. 

WHEAT  MARKETING  PROBLEMS 

It  has  been  continually  before  your  Board  and  Officers  during 
the  year  that  no  problem  of  the  Alberta  farmer  was  of  greater  im- 
portance than  those  many-sided  problems  which  have  to  do  with 
grain  marketing.  Wheat  prices  remain  consistently  below  the  guar- 
antee of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board.  With  all  European  markets 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  closed  through  the  war,  it  became  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the  crop  of  1940,  one  of  the  largest 
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in  Western  Canadian  history,  could  not  be  placed  on  the  world 
market,  particularly  in  face  of  the  heavy  carryover  from  the  previous 
crop.  There  arose  the  problem  of  storing  the  new  crop,  and  of  secur- 
ing monetary  returns  from  it  which  would  enable  the  payment  of 
harvesting  expenses  and  provide  for  subsistence  on  the  farm.  The 
quota  system  of  delivery  was  instituted  by  the  Federal  authorities 
and  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  creditors  having  liens  against 
crop  deliveries  would  put  the  liens  into  effect  against  all  of  the  first 
quotas  as  delivered.  Our  President,  Vice-President  and  Mr.  George 
Church,  met  six  members  of  the  Provincial  Cabinet  and  urged  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  exempting  the  first  five  bushels  quota  from 
the  claims  of  any  creditors,  including  the  government  the  muni- 
cipalities and  the  Hail  Insurance  Board.  Central  Office  kept  actively 
in  touch  with  the  situation  and  passed  out  information  to  the  public 
and  to  individuals,  drawing  attention  of  the  authorities  to  situations 
at  particular  points,  keeping  contact  at  all  times  with  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool  and  the  United  Grain  Growers,  and  conferring  occasion- 
ally with  Canadian  Wheat  Board  Officials  and  the  Board  of  Grain 
Commissioners. 

There  has  been  no  far-reaching  declaration  of  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  in  respect  to  farm  storage  and  there  was 
no  knowledge  on  the  part  of  any  person  or  body  of  the  effect  of 
the  quota  system.  It  appeared  as  though  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
perative that  some-  plan  of  making  advances  on  farm-stored  grain 
should  be  worked  out  by  the  Dominion  Government.  The  question 
was  persistently  pressed  upon  Ottawa  by  the  Association.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  your  Board  that  this  alternative  to  a  system  of  quota  de- 
liveries which  enables  a  farmer  to  finance  his  operations  in  the  fall 
and  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family  on  the  farm  must  be  kept  in 
the  background  ready  for  use. 

The  farmers  of  Alberta  undoubtedly  profited  by  having  an  organ- 
ization looking  after  their  interests  when  the  quota  system  was 
first  established  if  one  fact  alone  is  considered.  We  refer  to  the 
setting  of  the  guaranteed  price  at  70  cents  No.  1  Northern  basis  Fort 
William.  The  omission  of  the  port  of  Vancouver  as  a  basis  on  a 
parity  with  Fort  William  meant  a  reduction  on  the  pegged  price  of 
anywhere  from  half  a  cent  a  bushel  to  four  or  five  cents  a  bushel  at 
ever}'  point  in  Alberta,  apart  from  a  few  miles  west  from  the  Saskat- 
chewan border  in  the  south  and  central  sections  of  Alberta.  When 
the  situation  came  to  the  attention  of  your  Central  Office,  the  Vice- 
President,  who  was  at  Gooseberry  Lake  attending  the  Convention  of 
the  Coronation  U.F.A.  Constituency  Association,  consulted  with 
United  Grain  Growers  and  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  offices,  and  immedi- 
ately wired  the  Hon.  James  A.  MacKinnon,  protesting  at  the  dis- 
crimination against  Alberta  farmers.  Action  followed  immediately 
and  the  port  of  Vancouver  was  placed  on  the  same  basis  as  Fort 
William.  Thousands  of  farmers  who  have  never  paid  a  dollar  mem- 
bership into  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  treasury,  benefited  by 
that  action. 

INTERIM  PAYMENT  ON  WHEAT 

While  recognizing  that  it  was  by  act  of  Parliament  that  the 
minimum  price  guarantee  was  set  at  70  cents,  the  Executive  of  the 
Association  took  action  through  President  Gardiner  with  a  view  to 
having  the  guarantee  raised,  urging  that  the  War-time  Measures  Act 
be  invoked  for  the  purpose  if  necessary.  Similar  action  was  taken 
with  a  view  to  having  an  interim  payment  on  the  1939  crop  made, 
it  being  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  that  it  mattered  little  whether 
the  Government  took  action  respecting  the  1939  crop  or  the  1940 
crop  and  that  it  was  better  to  pay  farmers  for  wheat  which  they  had 
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actually  raised  and  delivered,  than  to  arouse  an  agitation  for  a  much 
larger  payment  on  a  crop  as  yet  not  delivered  or  not  even  in  the 
ground. 

As  previously  mentioned  the  Association  was  represented  on  the 
Western  Markets  Committee  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland,  senior  member 
of  the  Executive.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  U.F.A.  has 
played  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  public  opinion  in 
Western  Canada  and  in  modification  of  the  ideas  of  people  of  Eastern 
Canada  in  respect  to  this  wheat  marketing  problem  in  general.  Under 
our  democratic  system  of  government,  farmers,  or  any  other  section 
of  the  people  suffering  from  any  economic  disability,  are  under  the 
necessity  of  presenting  their  position  to  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
munity in  such  a  way  as  to  receive  their  attention  and  ensure  the 
correction  of  the  grievance. 

PRAIRIE  FARM  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

Appeal  has  been  made  to  Central  Office  on  the  part  of  a  number 
of  farm  communities  and  individuals  having  some  need  for  adjustment 
of  claim  or  initiation  of  claim  for  payment  of  bonus  under  P.P. A. A. 
These  cases  were  taken  up  with  the  authorities  at  Ottawa  and  at 
Regina.  Your  Executive  made  the  suggestion  that  the  area  desig- 
nated as  one  of  crop  failure  should  be  smaller  than  a  township  of 
land,  and  that  six  sections  contiguous  to  each  other  in  any  direction 
should  be  sufificient  area  to  qualify  for  bonus. 

It  would  be  of  assistance  to  Central  Office  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  if  Locals  of  the  Association  making  such  an  appeal  would 
keep  the  office  informed  as  to  the  results  of  the  action  taken. 

BACON  AGREEMENT 

Immediately  following  the  1940  Convention  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  urged  to  encourage  increase  of  production  and  to  improve 
quality  in  hogs,  also  to  remove  misunderstandings  as  to  prices  paid 
under  the  agreement  and  to  establish  recognition  of  the  principle 
that  as  the  price  of  grain  increases  so  should  the  price  of  hogs.  In 
the  month  of  March  Vice-President  Priestley  protested  on  behalf 
of  the  organization  against  excessive  importations  of  United  States 
pork  products.  Active  correspondence  has  been  maintained  on  the 
part  of  Central  Office  with  the  Hon.  James  G.  Gardiner  and  Hon. 
James  A.  MacKinnon  in  respect  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  to  be 
paid  by  the  British  Minister  of  Foods  to  $15.82  per  cwt.  as  against 
$18.01  per  cwt.  of  Whiltshire  side  at  seaboard.  Through  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture  livestock  section,  officers  of  the  Central 
Alberta  Livestock  Association  and  the  Swine  Breeders'  Association 
of  Alberta,  contacts  have  been  maintained  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
the  developing  farmer  reactions  to  the  situation. 

PEGGED  PRICE  FOR  BUTTER 

The  recent  action  of  the  Wart-time  Prices  and  Trade  Board  in 
setting  a  maximum  price  for  butterfat  as  at  December  12th,  1940 
at  wholesale  centres,  aroused  considerable  indignation.  For  many 
years  it  has  been  recognized  that  dairy  farmers  evened  up  low  price 
levels  prevailing  during  heavy  flow  of  production  in  the  summer  time 
by  better  prices  in  the  winter.  To  set  the  price  of  butterfat  at  a 
level  so  low  as  32  cents,  Calgary  or  Edmonton,  after  Alberta  farmers 
have  delivered  butterfat  for  many  weeks  at  a  time  at  17  or  18  cents 
per  pound,  and  secured  only  an  average  of  18.6  cents  per  pound  for 
the  whole  of  the  year  1939,  was  regarded  as  unfair  discrimination 
against  dairy  producers  in  favour  of  the  Canadian  consumer  at  a  time 
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when  wage  levels  are  rising  and  the  cost  of  farm  operations  increas- 
ing. Protest  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta  by- 
Central  Office. 

PURPLE  GASOLINE 

On  December  27th,  1940,  the  Provincial  Government  announced 
that  effective  as  at  the  following  day,  the  coupon  system  of  securing 
exemption  from  taxation  to  the  extent  of  six  out  of  the  seven  cents 
Gasoline  Tax  for  gasoline  used  on  the  farm  or  for  other  industrial 
purposes  was  to  be  discontinued,  pending  the  instituting  of  a  system 
of  dyeing  gasoline  for  identification  for  tax  exemption  purposes,  there 
was  to  be  a  reversion  to  the  old  rebate  system.  The  Co-operative 
Committee  of  your  Executive,  holding  a  regular  meeting,  considered 
the  question  from  the  poinet  of  view  of  the  Co-operative,  and  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  tractor-using  farmer.  A  letter  of  protest 
was  sent  by  the  Vice-President  to  the  Hon.  Ernest  P.  Manning, 
Provincial  Secretary.  Grounds  of  the  protest  were  chiefly  that  so 
drastic  a  change  was  not  to  be  instituted  in  war  time  when  large 
expenditure  for  duplicate  plant  and  equipment  would  be  made  neces- 
sary, also  that  such  expense  would  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  price 
of  gasoline  to  the  farmer  consumer.  Special  reference  to  this  matter 
will  be  made  by  the  Board  of  the  Co-operative  in  their  annual  report. 

FARMERS'  CREDITORS  ARRANGEMENT  ACT 

The  debt  question  still  hangs  heavily  over  the  heads  of  thousands 
of  farmers  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  Your  officials  have  been  in 
correspondence  and  conference  with  authoritative  persons  in  this 
matter.  Mr.  Brownlee  personally  interviewed  Hon.  James  L.  Ralston 
and  presented  to  him  the  resolution  of  the  1940  Convention  calling 
for  the  retention  of  the  full  machinery  of  the  boards  of  review  in 
the  Province  of  Alberta.  Farmers  who  have  appealed  to  the  Farmers' 
Creditors  Arrangement  Act  machinery  for  compromise  of  their  debts 
owe  a  great  deal  to  our  solicitor  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  for  his 
interest  in  and  knowledge  of  these  questions.  There  is  some  fear 
on  the  part  of  your  Board,  that  decisions  of  the  Alberta  Boards  of 
Review  tend  to  become  more  and  more  in  favour  of  the  creditor  than 
of  the  farmer.  Creditor  interests  are  ever  active  and  are  organized. 
Farmers  present  no  organized  front  on  this  question  of  debt. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EXTENSION 

Numbers  of  our  Local  units  and  thousand  of  farm  people 
throughout  Alberta  have  made  use  of,  and  benefitted  by  the  cultural 
facilities  of  the  University  as  brought  to  them  by  the  Department  of 
Extension.  U.F.A.  Central  Office  has  at  all  times  endeavoured  to 
work  closely  with  the  University  in  respect  to  the  use  of  their  facil- 
ities in  this  Department.  Information  and  circular  materials  are  sent 
out  to  Locals  and  conferences  are  held  from  time  to  time  between 
officers  of  the  Association  and  the  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Extension.  We  particularly  commend  the  effort  to  promote  adult 
education,  with  special  reference  to  the  Olds  School  of  Community 
Life.  We  also  commend  highly  the  Youth  Training  Program.  We 
suggest  that  the  various  projects  sponsored  or  assisted  by  the 
University  be  put  to  greater  use  by  our  farm  people. 

For  some  years  past  the  Association  has  expressed  its  interest 
in  the  University  Radio  station  CKUA.  We  have  continually  pressed 
for  extension  of  its  services  to  larger  areas  of  the  rural  parts  of  the 
Province.  We  note  with  interest  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  of  the  Provincial  Government  to  build  a  new  trans- 
mitter and  modernize  the  facilities  of  the  station.    We  express  thf 
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hope  that  the  commercializing  of  the  station  will  not  in  any  way 
detract  from  the  excellence  of  the  informative  and  cultural  broadcasts 
which  have  hitherto  characterized  the  services  of  CKUA. 

APPRECIATION  OF  OFFICE  STAFF 

Once  again  we  would  express  our  appreciation  as  a  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  efficiency  and  courtesy  of  the  employees  of  Central 
Office  and  in  recent  months  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  store 
warehouse  and  service  station.  We  would  place  on  record  also,  our 
appreciation  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the  field  staff  of  manufactur- 
ing and  distributing  companies  in  business  association  with  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  Association. 

We  are  carrying  on  our  activities,  building  our  democratic  in- 
stitutions, while  the  forces  of  our  Empire  are  at  death  grips  with 
totalitarianism  and  tyranny.  Nothing  that  we  can  say  or  do  at  this 
Convention  or  throughout  the  year  in  our  Local  or  District  group- 
ings, or  at  Central  Office,  will  be  of  any  lasting  value  unless  our 
seamen,  airmen  and  soldiers  are  ultimately  victorious.  We  must 
work  towards  and  pray  for  their  victory.    God  Save  the  King. 
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REPORT  OF  U.RW.A.  EXECUTIVE,  1940 


Your  Executive  extends  greeting  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  every 
U.F.W.A.  delegate  and  visitor  to  this  Convention.  We  sincerely  trust 
that  our  deliberations  together  will  be  both  pleasant  and  profitable 
and  that  when  you  return  to  your  respective  homes  you  will  feel  that 
your  coming  was  well  worth  while. 

We  would  like  at  this  point  to  pause  for  a  moment  to  pay  tribute 
in  loving  memory  of  those  faithful  workers  who  have  passed  from 
our  ranks  to  the  Great  Beyond  since  our  last  Convention. 

Immediately  following  the  1940  Convention  our  resolutions  were 
forwarded  to  the  government  and  acknowledged.  Some  of  these 
resolutions  will  require  follow-up  work  at  this  Convention.  We  wish 
to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  establishment  of  Sturgeon  and 
Rosebud  Health  Units,  of  the  Free  Cancer  Clinic  now  in  force,  of 
formation  and  the  follow-up  work  for  Tuberculosis  cases. 

Your  Executive  has  had  five  meetings  —  two  joint  meetings  with 
the  U.F.A.  Executive  and  one  full  Board  meeting  in  July  which  was 
arranged  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  members  who  met  at 
out-of-pocket  expenses. 

The  policy  that  we  upheld  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  carry 
on  war  efforts  (Red  Cross  and  other  war  services)  within  our  organ- 
ization has  proven  to  be  sound. 

Some  months  ago  we  sent  out  questionnaires  to  all  U.F.W.A. 
Locals  with  the  idea  of  finding  out  just  what  our  women  were  ac- 
complishing. The  results  have  been  very  gratifying  indeed.  Here 
are  some  figures  taken  from  the  questionnaires:  Red  Cross  donations 
in  cash,  $1,196.00;  434  pairs  of  socks;  over  200  sweaters;  over  200  pairs 
pyjamas;  134  gowns;  44  pairs  mitts;  scarves;  15  quilts;  175  bandages; 
115  pairs  pillow  cases;  10  blankets;  33  pneuomia  jackets;  33  towels; 
28  surgeon's  gowns;  109  refugee  articles  including  dresses,  jumpers, 
blouses,  etc.,  and  600  articles  which  were  not  specified.  We  know 
that  this  is  a  very  conservative  estimate  of  the  work  accomplished. 
We  urge  Locals  where  women  are  doing  Red  Cross  work  in  other 
organizations  to  report  accomplishments  to  their  Local  secretary. 

Your  Executive  wishes  here  to  voice  our  deep  appreciation  of 
the  splendid  co-operation  given  by  the  secretaries  in  filling  in  the 
questionnaires. 

In  addition  to  all  this  war  effort  accomplishment  we  have  col- 
lected to  date  $255.90  for  the  British  Homeless  Fund  and  it  is  our 
hope  that  this  sum  will  be  considerably  increased  after  the  Conven- 
tion. 

In  drawing  up  our  itinerary  in  the  spring  it  was  our  intention 
that  one  member  of  the  Executive  would  visit  every  constituency. 
However,  circumstances  beyond  our  control  prevented  our  plans  be- 
ing carried  out  in  full,  with  the  result  that  three  districts:  Peace 
River;  Macleod  and  Medicine  Hat  were  unvisited.  We  tried  out 
a  series  of  meetings  as  well  as  conferences  and  at  the  time  when 
organization  is  up  for  discussion  before  this  Convention  we  hope  this 
matter  will  be  fully  discussed  by  the  delegates. 

During  the  year  broadcasts  were  made  by  each  member  of  the 
Executive  as  well  as  by  members  of  the  staff  who  made  a  splendid 
contribution  and  to  them  we  extend  our  appreciation. 

Mrs.  Redmond,  our  Director  for  Battle  River,  attended  the  School 
of  Community  Life  at  Olds,  and  we  deeply  regret  her  inability  to 
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attend  this  Convention  on  account  of  illness,  but  a  report  on  the 
school  will  be  given  later.  Mrs.  Learned,  Vice-President,  attended 
the  Educational  Conference  at  Olds  and  also  Junior  Week  at  the 
University  in  Edmonton  (verbal  report  on  Junior  Conference  here). 

The  importance  of  the  Junior  movement  is  very  great  and  we 
appeal  to  you  women  to  make  it  your  responsibility.  We  extend  to 
the  Wheat  Pool,  the  U.G.G.,  Dime  Contributors  and  all  others,  our 
grateful  thanks  for  the  financial  contributions  to  the  Junior  U.F.A. 

At  our  October  meeting,  the  Executive  prepared  the  annual  sug- 
gested programmes  for  the  Locals.  Your  secretary  will  have  had 
one  copy.  Further  copies  can  be  secured  from  Central  Office  at  five 
cents  per  copy. 

It  has  been  our  continued  endeavor  to  give  assistance  to  the 
Blind,  and  this  year  at  some  of  our  Conferences  we  had  exhibits  of 
articles,  made  by  the  blind,  for  sale,  and  thus  have  been  able  to  help 
them  out  financially.  Our  questionnaires  and  Conference  Reports 
show  that  our  Farm  Women  have  purchased  many  dollars  worth  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind.  The  organization  also  gave  them  a  cash 
donation.  Believing  as  we  do  that  "prevention  is  better  than  cure," 
and  knowing  the  value  of  their  educational  facilities  to  prevent  blind- 
ness, we  solicit  the  continued  support  of  our  U.F.W.A.  Locals  to  this 
worthy  cause.  We  wish  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  display  of 
blind  handicraft  at  this  Convention. 

You  recently  had  a  new  library  list  and  will  notice  that  new  books 
have  been  added  thereto.  We  hope  that  sometime  during  our  de- 
liberations at  this  Convention,  the  library  will  receive  due  considera- 
tion. 

Again  some  Conveners'  reports  are  compiled  and  will  be  avail- 
able at  the  usual  price. 

May  we  say  we  are  very  proud  of  our  new  U.F.A.  Home  with 
its  roomy  offices,  store,  rest  room  for  women,  etc.  We  trust  you  will 
pay  it  a  visit  and  make  use  of  the  many  facilities  it  offers. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
staff  at  Central  Office,  who  at  all  times  during  the  past  year  have 
extended  to  us  their  friendly  co-operation  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WINIFRED  ROSS, 
JEAN  LEARNED, 
MARY  BANNER. 


27 


■A 


REPORT  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  U.FA  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION  LIMITED 


Uppermost  in  the  minds  of  most  people  in  the  year  just  closed 
was  the  fact  that  we  are  at  war.  For  us  in  Alberta  life  went  along 
much  as  usual  except  that  more  and  more  men  could  be  seen  in  our 
towns  and  cities  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  King,  in  one  of  the  three 
services.  It  is  a  matter  for  gratitude  that  we  have  been  able  to  carry- 
on  our  work  untouched  at  home  by  the  horror  of  slaughter.  We 
pay  tribute  at  the  beginning  of  our  report  to  protection  given  us 
by  fighting  men  of  Canada  and  the  other  units  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  to  the  valiant  millions  of  Britons  resisting  the  hordes  of  Hitler 
with  their  nerves  and  bodies.  We  would  remember  also  the  Greeks, 
the  Free  French,  and  all  those  brave  men  and  women  of  the  countries 
occupied  by  the  Nazis  who  continue  to  be  our  Allies  in  the  struggle. 
We  are  confident  of  our  ultimate  victory. 

Meanwhile  we  are  permitted  to  carry  on  and  shape  to  our  needs 
as  a  people,  the  democratic  institutions  and  the  democratic  way  of 
life  which  the  dictators  threaten  to  sweep  away. 

In  common  witrh  many  other  areas  of  the  Western  world  we  have 
succeeded  in  establishing  within  the  framework  of  a  competitive 
economic  system  the  beginnings  of  a  co-operative  order.  It  might 
be  said  in  truth  that  we  have  made  demonstrations  of  the  practic- 
ability and  soundness  of  a  system  of  exchange  which  makes  possible 
a  better  world.  It  is  our  belief  that  in  co-operatives  we  have  the 
key  to  the  reorganization  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  life  of 
Canada  which  must  be  undertaken  if  victory  in  the  war  now  waging 
is  to  mean  anything  to  the  rank  and  file  of  our  people.  It  is  im- 
portant that  we  continue  our  efforts,  even  while  the  war  is  on  be- 
cause the  new  cannot  be  built  except  upon  what  remains  of  the  old. 
Nothing  in  human  life  is  absolutely  new. 

We  are  now  looking  back  over  a  period  of  ten  j'ears  in  the 
history  of  our  venture  as  an  organization  in  the  field  of  organizing 
co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies.  It  has  been  a  stressful  period. 
There  have  been  years  of  low  crop  returns,  in  fact  of  disastrous 
drought.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  ten-year  period  in  modern  world 
history  has  seen  such  low  farm  price  levels  in  comparison  with  the 
prices  of  other  commodities.  Our  Organization  has  borne  the  shock 
of  political  action  and  defeat  and  removed  itself  from  that  field.  We 
have  witnessed  the  disintegration  and  attempted  reorganization  of 
farm  movements.  There  have  been  many  failures  in  the  field  of 
co-operation  and  the  people  of  our  province  have  suffered  from 
pessimism  and  a  lack  of  social  solidarity  and  the  spirit  of  co-operation. 
In  the  face  of  all  these  things  the  achievement  of  our  Co-operative 
is  really  remarkable.  Commencing  in  1930  with  a  small  group  of 
organized  U.F.A.  Locals  restricted  to  the  handling  of  a  few  bulk 
commodities,  our  organization  has  built  up  a  system  of  co-operative 
buying  groups,  whose  total  handlings  run  well  into  the  second  million 
dollars  worth  of  goods  each  year.  We  have  acquired  considerable 
property  and  in  that  period  have  distributed  about  $125,500.00  in  cash 
dividends. 

During  the  past  six  years  facilities  for  the  handling  of  goods 
have  been  erected  or  purchased  by  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  and 
affiliated  units  and  locals  at  about  sixty  points  in  the  Province.  At 
these  points  and  at  other  points  where  the  property  is  owned  by 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited,  United  Grain  Growers  Limited,  or 
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Alberta  Pool  Elevators,  an  active  daily  service  is  being  given  by  a 
man,  or  men,  available  to  the  farmers  of  the  district  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  their  business. 

It  is  realized  that  the  methods  employed  fall  short  of  perfection. 
Here  and  there  critical  voices  are  raised  and  the  desire  expressed 
for  some  other  form  of  organization.  As  yet,  however,  no  plan  of 
reconstruction  has  been  offered  that  has  been  found  acceptable  to 
the  Association  as  a  whole.  Once  again  we  would  remind  our  mem- 
bers that  they  have  not  been  called  upon  to  invest  capital  directly 
in  these  facilities  and  your  Board  believes  that  the  success  achieved 
in  the  face  of  the  difficulties  which  have  confronted  us  in  the 
past  ten  years  warrants  care  in  making  any  changes.  The  whole 
structure  has  been  built  on  the  financial  resources  and  loyalties  of 
members  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  Foundations  have  been 
laid  for  future  progress  in  the  building  of  a  sound  co-operative  struc- 
ture. Your  Board  and  management  recognize  that  some  changes 
must  inevitably  come  and  have  continued  to  explore  the  possibilities 
while  carrying  on  the  administration  of  your  affairs. 

NEW  CENTRAL  BUILDING 

The  most  notable  development  of  the  past  year  has  been  the 
acquisition  of  property  for  the  housing  of  U.F.A.  Central  Office  and 
the  setting  up  of  suitable  facilities  for  handling  goods  other  than 
petroleum  products.  The  Organization  paid  rent  for  Central  Office 
for  some  thirty  years  in  the  city  of  Calgary.  In  the  past  ten  years 
since  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  was  set  up  as  a  pur- 
chasing agency,  the  calls  upon  Central  Office  for  merchandizing 
facilities  steadily  increased  so  that  in  recent  years  the  arrangements 
have  been  unsuitable  to  meet  the  demands  of  our  members  and 
affiliated  units.  The  Board  came  to  recognize  several  years  ago  that 
warehousing  and  merchandizing  facilities  must  be  provided  and  a  staff 
experienced  in  the  handling  of  goods  employed.  In  1938  we  were 
ready  to  make  the  change  but  contemplated  commencing  business  in 
a  very  modest  way.  Developments  pointed  clearly,  however,  to  the 
necessity  for  making  a  worthwhile  advance.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee looked  over  many  properties  and  finally  recommended  to  the 
Board  acquisition  of  the  premises  now  occupied  on  Eleventh  Avenue 
East. 

Originally  well  built  as  an  automobile  manufacturer's  warehouse 
and  showrooms,  the  building  had  fallen  into  disrepair.  The  rear 
portion  had  suffered  some  superficial  damage  from  fire  a  few  months 
previous  to  the  purchase.  The  Board  recognized  its  possibilities  for 
renovation  and  the  convenient  situation,  especially  the  value  of  the 
vacant  property  owned  by  the  City  of  Calgary  between  the  build- 
ing and  First  Street  East.  These  lots  were  also  bought  and  a  fine 
fireproof  fully  equipped  service  station  has  been  erected  on  the 
corner.  With  the  vacant  lots  between  the  two  buildings  ample  park- 
ing space  for  farmers  has  been  provided,  a  very  great  necessity  in 
a  city  of  narrow  streets  and  congested  traffic. 

The  main  building  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  by  fifty 
feet  wide,  two  stories  high,  with  a  full  concrete  basement.  The 
ground  and  upper  floors  are  of  laminated  planking,  the  structure  be- 
ing designed  to  carry  stocks  of  heavy  materials.  There  were  origin- 
ally no  windows  in  the  long  sides  of  the  building.  The  east  side 
facing  the  parking  lots  has  been  reconstructed  and  the  brickwork 
covered  with  white  stucco.  On  the  ground  floor  a  store  has  been 
created  carrying  a  full  line  of  groceries,  hardware,  work  clothing, 
feeds,  electrical  appliances,  etc.,  together  with  the  sales  manager's 
office,  a  restroom  for  the  U.F.W.A.,  and  men's  and  women's  sanitary 
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facilities.  At  the  rear  of  the  ground  floor  is  a  capacious  warehouse 
supplemented  by  a  deep  full  basement  which  is  reached  by  a  cement 
ram.p.  On  the  east  side  of  the  ground  floor  rear  are  situated  the 
offices  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader. 

Upstairs  in  the  south  half  of  the  building,  reached  by  both  front 
and  side  staircases,  are  the  ofiSces  of  the  Organization,  large,  attrac- 
tive, well  lighted,  with  a  public  waiting  room,  private  offices,  a  board 
room,  a  walled-in  safety  vault,  a  women's  lunch  room,  a  stock  room 
and  rest  rooms.  The  ofifices  ensure  ample  room  for  expansion.  The 
south  half  of  the  building  is  being  finished  as  a  new  department  for 
the  store  which  has  already  outgrown  the  original  plans. 

It  is  only  fitting  in  reporting  on  this  development  of  the  Associa- 
tion's business  to  pay  tribute  to  the  assistance  given  your  Board  in 
financing  these  building  operations  by  the  United  Grain  Growers. 
It  is  true  that  the  property  was  purchased  from  funds  on  hand  and 
that  use  could  have  been  made  of  it  without  undertaking  sweeping 
changes.  It  was  the  judgment  of  your  officers,  however,  that  to 
capitalize  upon  the  work  of  the  past  ten  years  and  make  a  really 
significant  advance  that  would  confirm  the  loyalty  of  our  members 
and  attract  new  ones,  the  building  should  be  renovated  extensively. 
This  was  done  and  the  result  is  a  new  home  for  the  organization 
and  physical  facilities  for  the  Co-operative  which  will  greatly  enhance 
its  usefulness.  The  property  is  well  located  only  a  few  blocks  from 
retail  centres,  in  the  heart  of  the  wholesale  district,  not  more  than 
two  blocks  on  all  sides  from  street  car  service  and  within  two  blocks 
of  several  of  the  main  highways  leading  into  and  out  of  the  city. 
The  Board  confidently  believes  that  every  dollar  spent  will  prove 
well  invested  and  that  the  wholesale  and  retail  services  of  the 
Association  to  its  member  units  can  now  be  greatly  extended. 


PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS 

As  in  previous  years,  so  during  1940,  the  distribution  of  petroleum 
products  has  been  the  major  activity  of  the  Organization.  Conditions 
have  permitted  little  expansion  but  there  has  been  intensive  develop- 
ment, resulting  in  a  volume  of  goods  sold  as  follows: 

1939  1940  Increase 

Light  goods    4,147,637       4,671,513  523,876 

Motor  oils    98,563         106,731  8,168 

Income  from  sales  of  gasoline,  oils  and  greases,  under  the  con- 
tract with  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited  was  as  follows: 

1939  1940 

Gross  commissions  recorded   $162,580.18  $181,877.10 

Commissions  paid  to  agents  and  dealers   93,991.63  107,550.28 


Net  Commissions   $  68,588.55       $  74,326.82 

The  graph  presented  herewith  sets  forth  in  terms  of  gallons  the 
progress  made  in  this  line  operating  under  contract  with  Maple  Leaf 
Petroleum  Limited  as  suppliers. 

There  has  been  little  extension  of  oil  distributing  facilities 
throughout  the  year.  Only  one  new  agency  was  opened  viz.,  at  Bye- 
moor,  in  conjunction  with  Acadia  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Association. 
Early  in  the  season  plans  were  laid  to  meet  the  desires  of  locals  at 
four  other  points  but  it  was  felt  advisable  to  go  cautiously  in  capital 
expenditures.  Several  considerations  were  before  us:  (1)  The 
possibility  of  the  Provincial  Government  setting  up  new  regulations 
arising  out  of  the  investigation  by  the  late  Judge  A.  A.  McGillivray 
and  Major  Lipsett;  (2)  The  probability  of  serious  financial  stress 
among  farmers  by  reason  of  the  establishing  of  the  quota  system  of 
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delivery  for  wheat;  (3)  The  shortage  of  containers  facing  us  in 
the  spring  rush;  and  (4)  The  need  for  money  for  the  renovation  of 
the  newly  purchased  headquarters  and  the  building  up  of  an  inventory 
of  goods  in  warehouse  and  store. 

Much  attention  was  paid  in  1939  by  the  McGillivray  Commission 
to  the  custom  of  providing  farmers  with  drums  for  fuel  oil.  It  ap- 
peared possible  that  the  oil  distributing  companies  would  withdraw 
in  whole  or  part  their  free  drum  service.  It  was  natural  under  those 
circumstances  that  neither  the  Maple  Leaf  Company  nor  the  Co- 
operative would  undertake  to  supply  any  quantity  of  new  containers. 
The  situation  cleared  as  the  season  advanced  and  no  order  resulting 
from  the  Commission's  report  was  put  into  effect.  We  were  able 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  approximately  1200  new  steel 
drums,  thereby  increasing  the  equipment  of  our  agents  and  enabling 
them  to  take  care  of  increasing  business.  In  August  and  September 
the  newly  appointed  Oil  Controller  for  Canada,  Mr.  George  R.  Cot- 
trelle,  issued  regulations  prohibiting  the  extension  of  petroleum  dis- 
tributing facilities  except  under  special  permit.  We  were  in  the 
position  of  having  commenced  building  our  service  station  at  Calgary 
headquarters  and  received  permission  to  proceed.  Many  minor  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  oil  agency  plant  and  equipment  and 
during  the  year  the  Company  has  made  changes  modernizing  its 
plants  at  ten  agencies,  replacing  old  vertical  tanks  with  new  under- 
ground storage. 

The  progress  made  in  the  Peace  River  area  this  past  year  is 
very  gratifying,  six  of  the  seven  agencies  operated  by  contract  with 
the  Company  in  that  area  belonging  to  the  Association.  The  seven 
agencies  have  recorded  an  increase  in  fuel  oil  sales  over  the  year 
1939  of  66%  and  in  lubricating  oils  of  90%.  The  success  of  the 
Association  in  distributing  fuel  oils  in  the  north  is  attracting  attention 
to  the  possibilities  of  other  commodities  there;  and  consideration  is 
being  given  by  some  Locals  to  these  matters. 

A  disconcerting  new  factor  has  entered  the  situation  throughout  the 
province.  We  refer  to  the  order  of  the  Government  of  Alberta,  effec- 
tive December  28th  last  that  the  common  system  of  providing  for  par- 
tial tax  exemption  for  fuels  used  o  nfarms  be  discontinued  and  replaced 
by  the  use  of  purple  dye  in  gasoline  and  other  fuels.  Upon  learning 
of  the  order  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  new  storage  and  other  handling 
facilities  was  made;  and  it  was  discovere  dto  present  a  serious  financ- 
ing problem.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Provincial  Secretary 
covering  what  was  believed  to  be  the  interests  of  farmers  and  your 
Executive  joined  with  representatives  of  the  oil  industry  in  protest- 
ing against  the  order.  We  believe  it  to  be  wrong  that  the  oil  dis- 
tributors of  the  Province  should  be  asked  to  spend  close  to  a  million 
dollars  upon  duplicating  storage  at  a  time  when  the  nation  is  con- 
fronted with  wartime  needs  for  use  of  steel  and  skilled  steel  workers. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  our  mind  that  the  expenditure  entailed  will  come 
back  upon  the  consumers.  There  is  also  the  possibility  of  curtailed 
service  especially  in  fuel  oil  drums  and  the  probability  that  if  the 
order  is  carried  through  cheap  white  gasoline  will  be  withdrawn  from 
the  market  and  users  of  low  compression  cars  and  trucks  forced  to 
buy  higher  priced  leaded  gasoline. 

In  the  distribution  of  lubricating  oils  there  was  a  marked  de- 
crease in  the  competition  of  tank  car  importations  from  the  United 
States.  In  our  report  to  the  1940  Convention  reference  was  made 
to  this  practice  which  it  was  felt  would  not  long  continue.  It  is 
not  an  economical  method.  It  destroys  price  levels,  discourages  local 
agents  and  dealers  who  are  giving  service  in  fuel  oils  and  other  lines 
and  it  builds  no  reserves  for  the  local  units.  It  also  lends  itself  to 
misrepresentation  and  fraud.  Witji  wartime  restrictions  on  export 
of  exchange  these  importations  will  tend  to  further  diminish. 
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Of  the  high  quality  of  fuel  oils,  lubricating  oils  and  greases  sup- 
plied by  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited  we  are  assured.  The  in- 
crease in  our  business  testifies  to  that  and  we  have  assured  ourselves 
by  tests  which  have  proven  very  satisfactory.  In  these  days  of 
elaborate  advertising  a  co-operative  which  is  restrained  and  moderate 
in  describing  its  goods  suffers  some  disadvantage,  but  in  the  long 
run  quality,  price  and  service  tell. 

BINDER  TWINE,  FEEDS,  ETC. 

Binder  twine  continues  to  be  one  of  the  chief  commodities 
handled  by  our  locals  and  district  affiliates.  Our  suppliers,  the  United 
Grain  Growers  Limited,  are  the  largest  buyers  of  binder  twine  in 
Canada,  which  is  a  fortunate  circumstance,  assuring  us  and  their 
patrons  of  supply  in  spite  of  the  extraordinary  conditions  imposed 
by  the  war.  Notwithstanding  increasing  use  of  combine  threshers, 
large  quantities  of  it  are  sold  and  it  lends  itself  peculiarly  to  co- 
operative buying.  Our  arrangements  with  the  company  enable  local 
buying  groups  to  get  together  and  save  money  at  scores  of  points 
in  the  Province  where  a  carlot  quantity  could  not  be  handled. 

The  price  of  twine  was  higher  by  approximately  two  cents  a 
pound  last  season  as  compared  with  1939.  Farmers  naturally  were 
not  pleased  at  this  in  view  of  the  low  price  of  wheat  and  other  grains. 
The  increase  is  accounted  for  by  higlier  price  for  raw  materials, 
higher  manufacturing  costs,  higher  shipping  and  insurance  rates,  etc., 
all  brought  about  by  the  war.  When  final  returns  are  received  the 
distribution  of  the  past  season  will  show  an  increase  in  amount  dis- 
tributed. Because  of  increase  in  price  the  money  value  of  twine  sold 
much  exceeds  that  of  1939.  Incomplete  returns  show  the  amount  to 
be  in  excess  at  1,600,000  pounds. 

Fertilizer  and  feeds  promise  to  become  much  more  important  in 
relation  to  other  commodities  sold.  Though  the  store  and  warehouse 
have  only  been  open  in  Calgary  since  August  there  is  already  a 
marked  increase  in  sales  of  all  types  of  poultry  and  stock  feed  sup- 
plements. In  conjunction  with  the  service  now  being  given  through 
tlie  Livestock  Department  in  field  work  promoting  livestock  improve- 
ment projects  and  co-operative  marketing  of  livestock  this  line  ought 
to  become  one  of  the  major  activities  of  the  Associations. 

Sales  of  Atlas  tires,  tubes  and  batteries,  continue  to  record  steady 
increase.  These  lines  of  goods  are  not  highly  advertised.  They  are 
of  first  class  quality,  however,  being  manufactured  for  and  distributed 
by  oil  companies  only,  they  are  designed  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
motoring  public.  In  the  tire  year  ending  October  31st,  the  aggregate 
volume  sold  exceed  $19,000.00.  Our  members  would  serve  themselves 
and  help  to  strengthen  the  Co-operatives  by  purchasing  the  Atlas 
brand,  thus  enabling  the  earning  of  larger  volume  bonuses. 

Service  in  coal,  wood,  fence  posts,  salt,  etc.,  continues  to  be 
carried  on  through  many  locals,  some  doing  business  directly  with 
local  mines  and  suppliers.  The  bulk  of  the  business  done  is  in  the 
prairie  areas  to  the  east  side  of  the  Province  by  the  Acadia  and 
Coronation  Associations.  Central  Office  facilities  are  used  by  in- 
dividual locals  scattered  widely  over  other  sections  of  the  Province. 
We  again  suggest  to  U.F.A.  Locals  not  yet  actively  engaged  in  co- 
jperative  buying  that  in  these  relatively  non-perishable  commodities 
ies  an  opportunity  to  make  a  start. 

STOCK  REMEDIES,  SEED  TREATMENTS,  ETC. 

For  long  years  our  locals  have  co-operated  in  the  buying  of 
ormaldehyde,  gopher  poison  and  other  farm  chemicals  and  drugs. 
vVe  continue  to  do  business  consistently  along  these  lines  and  during 
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the  course  of  the  past  year  have  added  considerably  to  turnover  in 
this  field.  The  activities  of  the  Livestock  Department  have  added 
to  the  sale  of  bot  and  warble  fly  correctives,  insect  powders,  anaemia 
specific,  etc.  It  would  appear  logical  that  where  farmers  co-operate 
to  rid  a  particular  area  of  any  form  of  pest  they  should  pool  their 
buying  power  and  purchase  the  required  drugs  or  treatments  in 
quantities.  An  important  feature  of  this  business  in  a  co-operative 
is  that  members  can  be  assured  that  they  are  being  supplied  the 
genuine  article  rather  than  some  proprietory  advertised  line  which 
may  not  answer  their  purposes. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  store  and  warehouse  in  Calgary  in 
August  there  has  been  a  very  healthy  enlarging  of  the  scope  of  the 
activities  of  the  Organization  in  these  lines.  Under  the  management 
of  Mr.  R.  M.  McCool,  we  now  have  a  staff  of  five  men  with  occasional 
extra  helpers,  experienced  in  the  handling  of  all  lines  of  groceries, 
hardware,  feeds,  farm  work  clothing,  and  general  farm  supplies,  etc. 
It  has  been  evident  from  the  beginning  that  the  store  has  met  a 
great  need  and  has  interested  and  enthused  farmers  over  a  wide  range 
around  the  city  of  Calgary.  Orders  aggregating  scores,  and  some- 
times hundreds  of  dollars,  are  filled.  Considerable  mail  order  busi- 
ness is  developing  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  management  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  placing  of  bulk  orders  by  the  locals  within 
trucking  range  of  the  city.  Being  the  only  co-operative  store  in  the 
city  of  Calgary  it  has  attracted  the  attention  and  patronage  of  many 
co-operators  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  The  combined  volume  of 
district  associations,  co-operative  stores  and  local  buying  units,  as 
well  as  individual  farmers,  bids  fair  to  develop  into  quite  large  busi- 
ness. 


CREDIT 

Once  again  we  draw  attention  to  the  vital  question  of  credit, 
subject  dealt  with  at  considerable  length  in  several  of  our  recent 
annual  reports.  Last  year  we  expressed  hope  that  the  management 
of  the  Co-operative  would  have  the  sympathetic  understanding  and 
support  of  every  delegate  of  the  Convention,  and  every  U.F.A.  mem- 
ber in  dealing  with  this  as  yet  unsolved  problem.  We  express  the 
same  hope  this  year.  It  is  a  matter  for  gratification  that  such  a  large 
percentage  of  farmers  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  which  they  have 
encountered  in  recent  years,  are  honest  men  endeavoring  to  pay 
their  way  and  realize  that  a  Co-operative  can  only  be  conducted  on 
sound  basis  when  cash  is  paid. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Since  the  last  Annual  Convention  five  meetings  of  the  Board 
have  been  held  and  fifteen  meetings  of  the  Executive,  and  a  number 
of  meetings  of  the  Building  Committee.  The  Annual  Conference  of 
U.F.A.  Co-operatives  was  held  in  Calgary  in  early  December,  Messrs. 
Chas.  A.  Fawcett,  of  Consort,  and  D.  H.  Smith,  of  Cereal,  were  re- 
elected to  the  Board  as  representatives  of  the  affiliated  Co-operative 
Associations.  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  continued  to  advise  and  ably 
assist  your  Board  and  Executive  in  respect  to  legal  matters.  Mr, 
W.  E.  Hall,  U.F.A.  solicitor,  was  consulted  on  some  occasions  dur- 
ing Mr.  Brownlee's  absence  from  the  Province.  Harvey  Morrison 
&  Co.,  of  Calgary,  were  continued  as  auditors  for  the  Association 
during  the  past  year.  Your  Executive  in  their  capacity  as  Co-opera- 
tive Committee  of  the  U.F.A.  Board,  have  reported  regularly  to  the 
Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  Mr.  Robert  Gardiner,  President  of  the  U 
F.A.,  has  continued  to  take  a  keen  interest  in  the  Co-operative. 
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PUBLICITY  AND  ADVERTISING 


During  the  year  just  closed  it  was  felt  advisable  to  curtail  ex- 
penditures on  advertising  and  publicity.  No  extended  radio  program 
has  been  carried  on.  In  conjunction  with  Canadian  Fairbanks  Morse 
Limited  a  series  of  spot  announcements  has  been  given  regularly  at 
the  noon  hour  over  C  F  C  N.  Hourly  time  signals  have  been  con- 
tinued during  the  year  over  C  F  G  P,  Grande  Prairie.  Sponsorship 
of  a  portion  of  the  Hill  Billie  program  of  C  J  C  J,  Calgary,  has  been 
undertaken.  A  special  program  was  given  over  CFAC,  Calgary; 
CJCA,  Edmonton;  and  C  J  O  C,  Lethbridge,  in  conjunction  with 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited  at  Christmas  time.  Advertising  has 
been  consistently  placed  in  the  columns  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader, 
whose  editor  and  management  are  strong  supporters  of  the  Co- 
operative movement.  Occasional  advertising  has  been  placed  in  The 
County  Guide,  The  Farm  and  Ranch  Review,  and  The  Cow  Bell.  In 
connection  with  the  official  opening  of  the  new  headquarters  building, 
and  later  of  the  new  service  station  in  Calgary,  space  was  taken  in  the 
daily  papers,  supported  by  good  will  advertising  from  local  merchants 
and  suppliers.  At  that  time  also  circulars  on  special  letterheads 
carrying  a  photograph  of  the  new  building  were  sent  to  many 
thousands  of  farmers  within  the  one-hundred  mile  radius  of  Calgary. 
Other  special  forms  of  advertising  are  used  as  occasion  arises  from 
time  to  time. 


CENTRAL  ALBERTA  LIVESTOCK  ASSOCIATION 

In  February,  1940,  the  Co-operative  launched  out  in  a  new  venture 
setting  up  a  livestock  department  of  the  U.F.A.  in  conjunction  with 
the  Central  Alberta  Livestock  Association.  This  body  arising  out  of 
the  activities  of  P.F.R.A.  in  Eastern  Alberta  and  of  the  Agricultural 
Associations  of  West  Central  Alberta,  has  undertaken  in  the  past 
three  years  to  do  much  work  in  promoting  T.B.  free  areas  and  pure 
bred  sire  areas,  Bot  Fly  and  Warble  Fly  eradication  campaigns,  pre- 
vention of  anaemia  in  young  pigs,  organizing  of  auction  sales  for 
cattle  and  general  promotion  work  in  the  interests  of  the  livestock 
industry.  A  joint  committee  was  set  up  consisting  of  Mr.  C.  D.  Lane, 
President  of  the  Central  Alberta  Livestock  Association;  Mr.  Arthur 
Newman,  Secretary;  George  E.  Church  and  Norman  F.  Priestley, 
Chairman  of  the  Co-operative.  Under  direction  of  this  committee 
Mr.  Newman  has  travelled  the  province  and  has  aroused  much  in- 
terest in  livestock  improvement  projects  and  livestock  marketing. 
Eleven  auction  sales,  many  of  them  very  successful,  were  held  in  the 
fall  months.  The  committee  has  entered  into  arrangements  with  the 
Canadian  Wool  Growers  Co-operative  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Newman's 
services  for  the  promotion  of  co-operative  shipping  of  wool.  Mr. 
Newman  organized  a  number  of  new  areas  including  the  Peace  River 
area  for  shipment  of  wool  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Co-operative 
in  Toronto.  A  number  of  meetings  of  livestock  growers  have  been 
held  during  the  year  at  Lacombe,  Red  Deer,  Edmonton,  Gooseberry 
Lake  and  Veteran,  and  much  interest  aroused  in  the  question  of  co- 
operative shipping  of  livestock  in  areas  not  hitherto  organized. 


RELATIONS  WITH  OTHER  BODIES 

Your  Board  has  continued  to  be  a  member  body  of  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture,  Mr.  Priestley  again  occupying  the  position 
of  Director  of  the  purchasing  section  on  the  Board  of  the  Federation. 
Your  Board  and  Executive  have  continued  to  represent  the  Associa- 
tion in  efforts  to  co-ordinate  the  Co-operative  movement  in  various 


ways.  Through  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  the  chairman 
called  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  organizations  engaged  in  the 
co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies.  The  Alberta  Co-operative 
Wholesale,  the  Retail  Co-operative  Stores,  United  Grain  Growers 
Limited,  the  U.F.A.  District  Co-operative  Associations  and  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  Association  were  represented.  It  was  agreed 
at  this  meeting  held  in  Edmonton,  at  which  there  were  present  ex- 
oflicio  the  Supervisor  of  Co-operative  Activities  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  that  there  should  be  every 
effort  to  minimize  friction,  overlapping  and  wasteful  competition,  be- 
tween these  bodies;  also  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  combine 
purchasing  power  in  respect  to  any  commodity  or  commodities  where 
feasible.  The  Board  requested  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  to  represent 
the  Co-operative  in  the  initial  stages  of  the  inquiry  into  the  co- 
operative buying  of  farm  machinery.  Mr.  Priestley  subsequently  took 
Mr.  Brownlee's  place  when  the  organization  of  Canadian  Co-operative 
Implements  Limited  was  effected  and  became  a  director  of  that 
organization.  Mr.  Church  and  Mr.  Priestley  attended  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  Central  Alberta  Livestock  Association  at  Gooseberry  Lake 
in  August.  Mr.  D.  H.  Smith  represented  the  Board  at  a  later  meeting 
of  that  body  in  connection  with  the  co-operative  shipping  of  livestock 
at  Veteran  in  November.  Mr.  Charles  A.  Fawcett  and  Mr.  Priest- 
ley represented  the  Association  at  the  meeting  for  the  co-ordination 
of  buying  of  farm  supplies  referred  to  above.  j 

CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  IMPLEMENTS  LTD.  j 

Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Limited,  an  organization  de- 
signed to  be  prairie-wide,  was  incorporated  under  a  Dominion  charter 
last  summer  with  headquarters  in  Regina  and  funds  for  organization 
supplied  by  the  Co-operatives  of  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  and 
the  provincial  governments  of  those  two  provinces.  Considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  organizing  district  co-operatives  on  a  basis 
of  the  Wheat  Pool  districts.  The  support  of  Alberta  is  being  sought 
in  this  connection  and  four  members  were  appointed  to  the  Board 
from  this  Province  consisting  of  Air.  Geo.  C.  Clash,  Mr.  Geo.  Bennett, 
Mr.  Edward  Peterson  and  Mr.  Priestley.  The  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Alberta  co-operatives  through  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture  with  a  view  to  determining  the  extent  of 
their  support.  Some  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  the  wisdom  of  going 
ahead  with  a  project  of  such  magnitude  at  this  time,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  closing  of  sources  of  supply  in  the  United  States  by 
reason  of  adverse  exchange  rates  and  the  import  tax,  and  the  necess- 
ity of  securing  a  permit  for  export  of  exchange.  The  U.F.A.  Con- 
vention will  be  asked  by  a  representative  of  the  Canadian  Co-opera- 
tive Implements  Limited  to  endorse  the  principle  of  co-operative 
buying  of  farm  machinery  as  contemplated  through  that  organization 
and  to  open  the  way  in  Alberta  for  an  educational  campaign  with  a 
view  to  giving  support  to  the  movement  in  the  other  two  Provinces 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Our  relations  with  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale  and  with 
the  wholesales  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  have  continued  on  a 
cordial  basis.  There  have  been  several  meetings  with  officials  of 
these  bodies  during  the  year  on  the  part  of  our  chairman  and  other 
members  of  the  Board.  We  take  pleasure  in  the  progress  being  made 
by  these  organizations.  We  are  especially  interested  in  the  promin- 
ence given  in  the  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  organizations  to  the 
buying  of  farm  supplies  through  local  units  similar  to  those  of  the 
U.F.A.  We  believe  that  the  co-operative  store  movement  is  making 
some  headway  and  that  it  should  be  encouraged  to  develop  on  a  sound 
basis.    We  believe  also  that  there  is  a  distinct  place  in  Western  Can- 
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ada  for  the  co-operative  buying  club  and  for  organization  especially 
devoted  to  the  supplying  of  farm  needs  rather  to  those  of  the  general 
consumer. 

We  note  with  interest  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  movement  in 
the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  in  the  United  States.  Our 
interest  is  especially  directed  to  the  support  given  to  the  Co-operatives 
by  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  of  the  United  States  Government, 
the  issuing  of  free  publications,  the  compilation  of  reports,  the  re- 
search on  special  problems,  the  setting  up  of  Banks  for  Co-operatives, 
making  provision  for  the  financing  of  many  co-operative  enterprise 
otherwise  impossible.  We  believe  that  we  have  arrived  at  a  time  in 
Canadian  development  when  cognizance  should  be  taken  of  these 
matters  by  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments  and  more 
assistance  given  to  the  organization  and  promotion  of  co-operative 
enterprises  here  in  Canada.  Splendid  progress  is  being  made  by  the 
United  Farmers  of  Ontario  Co-operative,  a  farm  supplies  and  market- 
ing co-operative  developed  by  the  farmers  primary  organization  of 
that  province,  the  U.F.O.  Similar  success  is  being  recorded  in  other 
provinces. 

The  most  spectacular  development  in  recent  years  is  un- 
doubtedly that  of  the  Consumer's  Refinery  Limited  at  Regina 
Your  Chairman  was  a  fraternal  delegate  to  the  Sizth  Annual 
Meeting  of  that  body  in  Regina,  December  12th  and  13th,  and 
reported  that  there  was  a  very  fine  spirit  and  a  sense  of  progress 
among  the  270  delegates  attending  that  Convention.  A  feature  of 
particular  interest  in  the  annual  report  of  that  body  was  that  share 
capital  built  up  by  retention  of  dividends  for  a  period  of  five  years 
will  commence  to  be  repaid  in  1941  on  the  Revolving  Dcor  Fund  plan. 
It  is  significant  that  the  co-operators  of  Saskatchewan  have  been 
prepared  to  set  aside  immediate  gains  and  plow  back  the  surpluses 
of  the  Association  into  capital  funds. 

In  connection  with  the  financial  report  presented  herewith  is  a 
statement  of  the  dividends  paid  by  this  organization  since  1931.  It 
is  obvious  that  if  Alberta  farmers  had  had  confidence  enough  in  their 
organization  and  in  co-operative  principles  and  practice,  and  had  been 
able  to  forego  the  receipt  of  cash  dividends,  the  financing  of  plant 
and  equipment  would  have  been  greatly  facilitated,  and  the  Co- 
operative relieved  from  the  necessity  of  borrowing.  Your  Board  of 
Directors  recommends  that  the  Convention  gi)  on  record  as  approv- 
ing of  payment  of  1941  dividends  by  credit  note  redeemable  in  sup- 
plies. 

CONSOLIDATED  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
As  at  October  31st,  1940 


Fixed  Assets    $  80,171.90 

Liquid  Assets    50,831.65 

  $131,003.55 


Current  Liabilities   $  12,063.99 

Deferrable  Liabilities   24,529.27 

Plant  Liabilities   23,696.40 

Reserves —  including  provision  for 

Dividends  for  period   21,590.19 

Surplus  Assets    49,123.70 

  $131,003.55 
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REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 
Revenue  for  year  ending 

October  31st,  1940   $  71,884.09 

Expenditure    30,372.72 

 —    $  41,511.37 

Dividends    23,404.50 


Surplus  for  period   $  18,106.87 

Surplus  as  at  October  31st,  1939, 

less  adjustinents   31,016.83 


$  49,123.70 


DIVIDENDS  PAID  SINCE  1931 


Nineteen  Months  ending  March  31st,  1933_-_    $  9,639.44 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1934   6,563.35 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1935   6,724.08 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1936   8,131.69 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1937   13,460.43 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1938   17,882.43 

Seven  Months  ending  October  31st,  1938   17,831.23 

Financial  Year  ending  October  31st,  1939   24,607.94 

Financial  Year  ending  October  31st,  1940   23,404.50 
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MINUTES  OF  THIRTY -THIRD  ANNUAL  U.F.A.  CONVENTION,  PALLISER  HOTEL. 
CALGARY,   JANUARY  21st  to  84th,   inclusive,  1941  


Meeting  opened  at  10  a.m.  with  the  singing  of  0  Canada. 

Rev.  Cannon  Jackson  of  St.  Stephens  Anglican  Church  pronounced  the 
invocation, 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOAffi.     Mayor  Andrew  Davison  welcomed  the  delegates 
to  the  city  and  wished  them  a  very  successful  convention. 

CHAIRMN.     Mi*.  Gardiner  was  elected  chairman  of  the  convention  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Baker. 

He  appointed  Messrs.  Hugh  Allen  and  A.  Wood  as  his  assistants. 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES.  Suggested  slate  read  as  follows: 

Order  of  Business.  Geo.  Church,  J.  Bentley,  M.  H.  Ward. 
Resolutions ♦   -  R.  Hennig,  R.  Pye,  C.  Colvin, 
Credentials  -  M.  H.  Ward,  L.  Lee,  R.  McHIfenus. 

Ushering  -  P.  S.  Beatt,  Geo.  Thring,  Wm.  Runte,  R.  McManus,  L.  Lee, 
E.  O'Neil. 

Moved  Wagler  and  seconded  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  be 
accepted.  Carried, 

PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS.    President  Gardiner  gave  his  presidential 
address  which  was  received  with  applause, 

U.F.W.A.  PRESIDENT.     Mrs,  Winifred  Ross,  President  of  the  U.F.W.A, 
gave  her  first  address  as  president  of  the  Organization.     It  was 
also  well  received. 

JUNIOR  PRESIDENT.     Mr.  George  Thring,  President  of  the  Junior 
Branch  presented  his  second  annual  address  as  president.     He  was 
given  hearty  applause  at  the  conclusion. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  these  addresses  be  accepted.     Carried  with 
applause , 

The  three  addresses  were  broadcast  over  CFCN  and  CFRN, 

BOARD  REPORT.     The  board  report  was  read  by  Ulr.  N.  F.  Priestley. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted.     After  several 
questions  had  been  answered  the  motion  was  carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn  carried  at  12  p.m. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  Committee  recommended  that  immediately  after 
the  financial  statement  has  been  dealt  with  that  resolutions  be 
taken  up.     Moved  Church,  seconded  and  carried, 

Jfr.  A,  B.  Wood  now  took  the  chair. 
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'FINMCISL  STATE?.iENT.  was  read  by  Mr.  Priestley.     Moved  H.  e.  Spencer, 
Wagler  that  the  statement  be  adopted.     Some  discussion  took  place 
during  which  it  was  asked  that  the  auditor *s  report  be  read. 

Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,  Fearnehough,  that  we  send  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
and  appreciation  to  the  United  Grain  Growers  for  their  support  of 
the  movement  each  year.     Carried  with  applause. 

After  the  auditor* s  report  had  been  read  the  motion  to  adopt  was 
carried. 

1.  SECOND  JUNIOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.  (U.E.A.  Executive)  V/hereas,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Junior  President  and  one  Vice-President  to  cover 
the  Province  in  the  interests  of  the  Junior  Branch; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  two  Vice-Presidents  be  appointed, 
one  from  the  north  and  one  from  the  south. 

Moved  Thring,  Cammaert.  Carried. 

DATE  OF  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  3  (McCafferty  Local  U.F.W.A.  )  l-Vhereas, 
our  annual  convention  is  held  in  the  month  of  January  at  which  time 
the  weather  usually  makes  for  great  discomfort  for  those  who  attend 
and  also  for  those  who  remain  at  home^o  do  the  chores,  and 


Whereas,   it  also  makes  it  impossible  for  attendance  by  car; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  change  the  date  to  the  days 
immediately  prior  to  the  Calgary  Stampede  alternately  with  those 
follov/ing  the  Edmonton  Exhibition  or  failing  that,  change  it  to  an 
early  date  in  the  month  of  November. 

Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,  Wagler. 

Moved  in  amendment  Cammaert  to  strike  out  the  v/ords  after  v/ord 

"date"  in  the  implementing  clause  to  the  word  "to"  in  the  second 
last  line.  Seconded, 

Amendment  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Moved  in  amendment  Fearnehough  and  seconded  to  eliminate  all  the 
words  after  "exhibition".     Amendment  lost. 

Driginal  resolution  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

1  (sup)  CONSTITUTIONAL  AASNDLIENT  (U.F.A.  Board)  Be  it  resolved,  that 
Section  17  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding  Section  6a  "Junior 
Officers  shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at  the  Annual  Convention 
Df  the  U.F.A." 

Vbved  Thring,  Beatt. 

'\foved  in  amendment  Young  to  add  the  words  "and  directors"  after  the 
iword  "officers".  Seconded. 

"Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 
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2  JUI^^IOR  AGE  LIMIT  (U.F.A.  Board)  Be  it  resolved,   thot  the 
Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  Sub-section  4  of  Section  17. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Thring,   seconded  by  Mr.  Beatt.  Carried. 

5  FEE  FOR  JUNIORS  OVER  TT™TY~FIVE  IN  JUNIOR  LOCAL  (U.F.A,  Board) 
^Be  it  resolved,   that  Section  17,  Sub-section  5  of  the  Constitution 
|be  amended  by  adding  the  following:   "and  the  fee  for  members  of  a  Junior 

Local  over  25  years  of  age  shall  be  the  regular  U.F.A.  fee." 

jMoved  by  Mr.  Beatt,   seconded  and  carried, 

k..  CONSTITUTIONAL  MiEFDIilENT    (U.F.W.A.  Board)  It  shall  be  competent 
for  ex-officers  of  the  U.F.V/.A.  to  set  up  an  organization  to  be.  known 
as  the  Past  Officers'  Association  of  the  U.F.V/.A.,  such  organization 
to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Association, 
and  shall  have  the    right  to  send  one  delegate  to  the  Annual  Convention, 
^^id  delegate  not  to  be  obliged  to  participate  in  the  pool  rate. 

Li'ioved  by  Mr.  V/agler,   seconded  by  llr .  Ca?TTm£ert,  that  Section  16  Sub- 
section 7  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding  the  words  "said 
ielegate  not  to  be  Dbliged  to  take  part  in  the  pool  rate".  Lost. 

/OTING  PRIVILEGES.     Moved  by  I;Ir.  H.  E.  Spencer  that  all  members  of 
:he  U.F.A.  be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor  without  the  privilege 
)f  voting.      Seconded.  Carried. 

).  CONSTITUTIONAL  AK'IB:xTDMEImT  (Griff en  Creek  Local  U.F.A.)  Resolved, 
:hat  Section  10,  Sub-section  3  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "one  dollar"  in  the  third  line,  and  sub- 
stituting therefore  the  words  "one  dollar  and  fifty  cents." 

loved  by  Mr.   Iddins,   seconded  by  Mr.  Beatt.     Lost  by  a  large  majority, 

:AIL  GRADING    Announcement  was  made  that  a  demonstration  of  rail 
;r?^(iing  v/ould  be  given  by  a  Dominion  Grader  in  the  dining  room  at 
'  o'clock  Tuesday  evening. 

''■  LEVY  FOR  JUNIOR  "'^ORK  (Red  Deer  Junior  Conference)  V/hereas,  the 
iime  fund  was  originated  for  Junior  work  and  has  not  met  with  great 
luccess,  and 

jTiereas,  ten  cents  from  each  Junior  and  Senior  member  would  aid  the 
juniors  in  carrying  on  a  more  efficient  program; 

lierefore  be  it  resolved,  tl-at  we  add  ten  cents  to  the  fee  of  the 
i.F.A.,  U.F.'V.A.  and  Junior  members  to  be  set  aside  solely  for 
iunior  work, 

! 

ibved  by  I.tr.  Priestley,  seconded. 

I 

'oved  in  amendment  by  Iv5r.  Fearnehough,  seconded,  that  the  resolution 
!e  referred  back  to  the  resolution  committee  for  re-drafting  rs 
1  Constitutional  amendment.     Amendment  to  refer  was  lost. 

joved  that  the  U.F.A,  Central  Office  make  ^-n  assessment  on  the 
iocals  to  pay  for  Junior  Organization.     No.  seconder. 
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:.iOved  by  Mr.  Roy  S.  McBride  that  the  motion  be  tnbled.  Seconded. 
Carried. 

18  OPEN  SEASON  ON  BADGERS   (Federal  Junior  U.F.A.  Local)  V/hereas, 
the  increasingly  large  numbers  of  badgers  in  this  vicinity,  are 
becoming  a  menace  to  farm  operations  by  digging  hundreds  of  holes 
every  quarter  section  of  pasture  and  farm  lands; 

Therefore  v/e  request  the  Provincial  Government  to  declare  an  open 
season  of  from  two  weeks  to  two  months  on  said  animals  to  largely 
decrease  their  numbers. 

Information  was  given  that  permission  could  be  received  at  the 
present  time  from  the  Game  V/arden  or  Mounted  Police  to  trap  badgers. 
Resolution  carried. 

7.  CONVENTION  DANCE     (Balzac  Local  U.F.W.A. )  Resolved  that  the  Con- 
/ention  dance  be  kept  for  delegates  and  visitors  only. 

aoved  by  J.'Ir.  V/.   J.  Church,  seconded  by  llr .  Rogerson. 

ifcved  in  amendment  by  Ivlr.  J-IcBride  to  include  the  words  "delegates, 
'Visitors,  and  their  families".  Seconded. 

ifoved  in  amendment  that  anyone  that  a  delegate  would  vouch  for  be 
iillowed  to  attend. 

;,?he  amendment  was  lost. 

i)riginal  motion  was  lost. 

ADVERTISING  IN  CONraTTION  PROGRAM  (Reno  U.F.A.  Local)  Resolved, 
■hst  our  Executive  be  instructed  to  accept  only  co-operative  advert- 
sements  in  our  published  convention  programs. 

-oved  by  Mr.  McBride  and  seconded. 

esolution  lost. 

2.  DOMNION-WIDE  FARM  ORGAITIZATION.     (Garden  Plains  Local  U.F.A.) 
hereas,  farmers  as  primary  producers  are  not  getting  the  cost  of 
reduction  for  many  of  their  products,  and  efforts  to  remedy  the 
ituation  by  presenting  their  case  to  the  Government  seems  to  meet 
ith  no  success; 

therefore  we  recommend  to  the  executive  officials  of  the  U.F.A.  that 
n  effort  be  made  to  organize  all  farm  groups  into  one  Dominion-wide 
"•grnization  so  that  we  can  present  our  problems  v/ith  more  weight 
nd  more  chance  of  success. 

ved  by  Mr.  Priestley,   seconded  by  Mr.  Camraaert, 

oved  an  amendment  by  A'Ir.  H.  E.  Spencer  to  delete  the  words 
jDominion-Wide" .  Seconded. 

oved  to  table  until  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  U.F.C. 
Alberta  Section)  is  received. 


sconded.  Carried 
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15    U.G.G.  AND  TIT!;  ALBERTA  V/HEAT  FOOL.     (McCa^ferty  U.F.A.  Local 

No.  415 )  .     "-mereas,  the  U.G.G.  and  the  Alberta  V/heat  Pool  ^re  giving 

similar  and  valuable  service  to  the  farmers,  and 

Whereas,   in  their  efforts  to  obtain  business  they  become  keenly 
competitive,  and 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  this  competition  is  borne  by  the  farmer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  U.F.A.  organization  continue  to 
advocate  that  these  two  farmer  elevator  companies  co-operate  in 
every  possible  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers, 

Moved  by  llr .  H.  E.  Spencer,  seconded. 

iTice -President  gave  a  report  of  the  various  meetings  of  the  U.F.A. 
committee  with  the  Pool  and  the  U.G.G.  re:  amalgamation  of  the  two 
companies.    He  stated  that  considerable  work  had  been  done. 

Resolution  carried  unanimously. 

ifoved  to  adjourn  at  5:10,  seconded. 

ifoved  in  amendment  by  i\5r.  Baker,   seconded  by         Runte  that  we 
idjourn  at  5:30.     Motion  as  amended,  carried. 

■9    NA?:IE3  ON  SCHOOLS   (Pembina  Prov.  C.  A.)     Resolved,  that  this 
Convention  request  the  Department  of  Education  to  have  the  names 
)f  all  schools  plainly  exhibited  on  the  sc^iool  building. 

foved  by  !.!r..  Antonson.     Seconded.  Carried, 

loved  by  Iilr.  Spencer  that  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  School 
Yustees  Meeting  in  Edmonton  next  week.     Seconded.  Carried. 

tr.  Fearnehough  asked  the  order  of  business  committee  to  give  some 
.dea  of  the  resolutions  to  be  discussed  before  trip  to  the  airport 
ras  made. 

I  (sup)  CAR  LICENSE  (U.F.A.)  Vfhereas,  the  farmer  drives  his  car  from 
wo  to  three  thousand  miles  each  year,  mostly  on  country  roads 
'hich  are  not  supported  by  the  Government  grant  and  still  pays  the 
ame  car  tax  as  the  man  who  drives  his  car  twent-^^-f ive  to  thirty- 
five  thousand  miles  a  year  on  roads  maintained  by  the  Government; 

herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  license  fee  be  reduced  to  the 
larmer  to  a  registration  fee  of  $2.00  and  the  deficit  for  road 
aintenance  be  obtained  by  additional  gas  tax. 

j 

bved  by  Mr.  Wood,  seconded  by  Ivtr.  Young. 

btion  to  adjourn,   seconded  and  carried. 

TUESDAY  EVENING 

AIL  GRADING.  A  demonstration  on  rail  grading  by  a  Dominion  grader 
n  carcasses  supplied  by  Burns  &  Company  was  given  to  the  delegates 
t  7  o'clock  in  the  main  dining  room. 
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.gON.  JAmS  G.  GARDINER,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  V/ar  Services, 
spoke  to  the  delegates  for  an  hour  on  the  policy  of  the  Dominion 
Government  in  regard  to  agriculture.    His  address  wa-.  broadcast 
over  CFCN  and  CFRN. 

He  answered  questions  from  the  delegates  for  two  hours. 

Moved  by  Air.  Ca.'maert  and  seconded,  that  we  extend  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  Ifr.  Gardiner  for  his  address  and  answering  so  many 
questions.     Carried  with  applause. 

Meeting  adjourned  ■   at     11  p.m.  on  motion  of  Ulr.  Cammaert. 

V^DNESDAY  MORNING 

Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Wire  was  read  from  the  Hon.  James  A.  MacKinnon  expressing  regret 
at  his  not  being  able  to  attend  the  Convention  and  extending  .best 
wishes  for  its  success. 

CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTITR3 .     Annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture  being  held  at  Toronto  extended  greetings 
and  best  wishes  to  the  Convention.     The  chairman,  l/fr.  H.  H.  Hannam, 
expressed  regret  at  the  conflict  of  dates  which  had  been  unavoidable 
this  year. 

CO-OFERATIV~  COI/nriTTEE  REPORT. 

The  report  was  read  by  Mr.  Norman  F.  Priestley. 

Jfoved  by  Mr.  Johanson,  seconded,  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

A,  lengthy  discussion  ensued. 

Moved  that  we  adjourn  at  10:45  and  go  to  inspect  the  airport  at 
Currie.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  that  we  start  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Previous  question  was  called. 
Motion  carried. 

Moved  by  Rlr.  Fearnehough  that  we  start  on  Friday  morning  at  9  a.m. 
Seconded.     Tabled  until  the  afternoon  session. 

Moved  by  I.Ir.  Fearnehough  that  we  adjourn  discussion  on  the  Co- 
ioperative  report.     Seconded.  Carried, 

ORDER  OF  3U5PTESS.  Committee  rec.-'mmended  that  immediately  after 
jthe  Co-operative  Board  report  wss  adopted  we  reconsider  resolution 
jNo.  4  in  the  Supplementary  List,  which  had  been  lost;  also  the 
Jtwo  resolutions  on  Co-operative  set-up  and  that  following  this  Mj?. 

B.  N.  Arnason  be  asked  to  address  the  delegates. 

Moved  by  Llr.  Church  that  this  be  t'-e  order  of  business,  seconded 
and  carried, 

1^   
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tvlr.  Gardiner  advised  the  delegates  that  I.lr.  Priestley  had  been 
appointed  fulltime  manager  of  the  Co-operative  and  therefore 
/vould  not  be  standing  for  election  as  either  president  or  vice- 
oresident.     He  also  stated  that  the  Board  had  decided  that  the 
irgrnization  should  have  a  fulltime  president. 

.'■FINATIONS  FOR  PP^SIDENT.     ¥x ,   J.  Cameron  nominated  I'.^^.  Robert 
}ardiner.     On  point  of  privilege  I'/[r.  H.  E.  Spencer  asked  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Convention  and  spoke  on  condition  of  ffr.  Gardiner^s 
lealth,     I'Ir.   J.  Frey  nominated  Atr.   James  Cai:!ieron;  Vj?  .  v;,  '7.  Scott 
lomin^ted  Ivlr.  Ben  Plumraer;  I.  ¥.  Llacklin  nominated  Ifr.  J.  K. 
Sutherland.    H.  E.  Spencer  was  nominated.     S.  S.  Sears  was  nominated. 

Hf.  Cameron,  Mr.  Sutherland,  Mr.  George  Church,  Mr.  Spencer  and 
«lr.  Snow  Sears  all  withdrew. 

foved  by  Air.  Antonson  that  nominations  close.     Seconded.  Carried, 
foved  and  seconded  that  we  now  adjourn.  Carried, 

■"fflPNESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

'■EPORT  OF  CRilDENTIAL  CO:r:iTT'SE:     Mr.  Ward  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
redential  committee  that  there  were  153  U.F.A.,   51  U.F.V/.A.  and  1 
unior  fully  accredited  delegates,  plus  the  boards  of  directors 
f  the  U.F.A. ,  U.F.lfV.A.  and  Junior  branch,  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
lection. 

bved  by  Mr.  Antonson,  seconded,  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

'he  candidates  for  the  office  of  president  were  asked  to  address 
he  Convention.     Mr.  Gardiner  addressed  the  delegates  and  expressed 
ijppreciation  of  the  fact  that  he  had  once  more  been  nominated  as 
ijresident  of  the  organization.    He  said  if  he  v/as  elected  he  vrould 
Perve  the  organization  to  the  very  best  of  his  ability. 

rs.  Plummer  advised  the  delegates  that  ¥jr .  Plummer  vrould  not  be 
ble  to  p ccept  the  nomination  for  president. 

r.  Sears  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  honor  done  him  in  nominating 
im  as  president  but  advised  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him 
0  accept  a  fulltime  position. 

r.  Gardiner  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation.     He  was 
iven  a  rousing  cheer, 

OMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-FRgSIDENT .     The  following  were  nominated: 
.  K.  Sutherland,  H.  S.  Spencer,  Hugh  Allen,   J.  M.  Bentley,  M.  H. 
:rd,   J.  M.  Vifheatley,   J.  S.  Brown,   James  Cameron. 

oved  by  i^Ir.  Thring,   seconded  by  Mr.  Vercamert  that  nominations 
lose.  Carried. 

he  following  withdrew:     M.  H.  V/erd,  J.  E.  Brov^m,  James  Cameron. 

O-OPERATIVE  BOARD  REPORT.     Discussior  '^"^ntinued.     f-tr.  Priestley 
Introduced  the  field  staff  of  the  Co-operative,  Messrs.  Riley, 
cCool,  Hoppins,  and  Newman  who  briefly  addressed  the  delegates. 

i,  , 
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Ifotion  to  adopt  the  board  report  was  carried. 

10.  RE0RGMI7ATI0N  OF  U.F.A.  CO -OFr:RATIVE.    (Reno  U.F.A.  Local) 
;/hereas,  the  U.^.A.  Central  Co-operative  AsBociation  has  failed  to 
organize  the  buying,   selling  and  borrowing  power  of  the  farmers  in 
aberta,    'o  make  them  effective  instruments  in  Lne  solution  of  our 
jommon  problems ; 

3e  it  resolved,   that  our  Co-operative  be  re-organized  on  a  circulating 
shere  basis,  that  it  may  consolidate  and  unify  the  entire  co-operative 
novement,   consumer,  producer,  and  credit,  that  the  farmers'  voice 
nay  be  that  of  the  biggest  business  in  Canada,  well  ore-anized  because 
Lt  pays  him  to  be. 

foved  by  llr .  McBride,  seconded. 

foved  to  limit  speakers  to  three  minutes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Spencer, 

jOSt. 

loved  by  IJir ,  Lane  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
ihe  preamble  and  the  words  "and  credit".  Seconded. 

loved  by  Mr.  Spencer  that  we  take  No.  12  off  the  table  and  substitute 
t  for  No.  10.     Seconded  by  ¥ir .  Hahle. 

^reed  not  to  substitute. 

Lmendment  carried, 

bved  by  Istr.  Fawcett  that  the  resolutions  committee  be  asked  to 
e-draft  the  resolution. 

Ep.  Young,  on  a  point  of  order,  stated  that  the  delegates  had  adopted 
he  board  report  and  the  Board  in  that  report  recommended  that  pay- 
ment of  1941  dividends  be  by  credit  note  redeemable  in  supplies. 

ji 

t'btion  to  re-draft  was  seconded  and  carried. 

UFERVISOR  OF  CO-OPE-ATIVE  ACTIVITIES.  Mr.   lohn  Grant,  Supervisor 
if  Co-operative  Activities  for  the  Provincial  Government  addressed 
he  delegates  for  a  fev;  moments. 

OMINSES  FOR  VICE -r RESIDENT  addressed  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A. 
onventions . 

CP.UTINEERS .     The  chair  appointed  the  Credentials  committee  to  act 
s  scrutineers  in  the  election  of  vice-president. 

RADIAN  CO-OFS-ATIVS  D.'IPLS?.TENTS  LIMTED.  !;Ir.  B.  N.  Arnason,  Co- 
peretion  and  Ivlarkets  Commissioner  for  the  Saskatchewan  Government 
poke  to  the  delegates  for  an  hour  on  the  organization,  aims,  etc. 
if  C.  C.   I.  L.  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  address  answered  many 
jaestions  from  the  delegates, 

ir.  Hugh  Allen  took  the  chair. 

;EP0RT  of  the  credentials  COMCTTTEE.  Mr.  V/ard  reported  on  behalf 
t  the  Committee  that  207  ballots  had  been  oast,  that  none  of  them 
i3re  spoiled  and  that  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  had  been  elected  vice- 
resident  of  the  Association. 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Spencer,  seconded  by  Ivtr.  Bentley  that  Mr.  Sutherland's 
slection  be  made  unanimous.     Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Baker  that  we ■ extend  a  vote  of  appreciation  to  Mr. 
Priestley  for  his  faithful  work  during  his  term  as  vice-president, 
Seconded  by  Iilr.  Fearnehough.     Carried  with  applause. 

ifc*.  Priestley  thanked  the  delegates  and  stated  that  it  had  been  a 
3;reet  privilege  and  pleasure  to  have  been  connected  with  the  organ- 
ization as  vice-president  for  the  past  ten  years, 

\Ioved  by  Mr.  Fearnehough  that  as  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture 
is  meeting  this  week  and  will  be  discussing  many  of  the  r^^solutions 
vhich  will  come  before  this  Convention,  that  resolutions  to  be  brought 
:o  the  attention  of  the  Dominion  Government  should  be  forvi/arded  to 
:he  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  as  soon  as  possible  so  there 
rauld  be  no  confliction  as  to  the  action  taken. 

foved  by  Mr.  Moore  that  Mr.  Arnason  be  asked  to  attend  the  morning 
session. 

leconded  and  carried. 

It.  Arnason  advised  that  he  would  be  glad  to  be  present  at  the 
lorning  session, 

loved  by  Mr.  Cammaert  that  the  Convention  now  adjourn.  Seconded 
ind  carried  at  6  p.m. 

^•/SDNSSDAY  EVENINa. 

'he  evening  session  opened  with  community  singing,  led  by  George 
'bring,  president  of  the  Junior  Branch.     This  was  followed  by  a  very 
elightful  musical  program  from  Beddington,  Balzac,  and  Conrich 
"unior  Locals. 

i'.OV/ELL-SlPvOIS  REPORT,     ffr.  Gardiner  introduced  Mr.   J.  E.  Brownlee,  K,  C. 
rho  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Rowell-Sirois 
'eport . 

THURSDAY  MORNING. 

.  telegram  of  greetings  was  read  from  G.  G.  Coote,  secretary  of  the 
anadian  Federation  of  Agriculture,  Toronto. 

.1    CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  E.LPLELSNTS .    (Willowdale  Local  No.  1145) 
■"-ereas,  the  ^rice  of  farm  machinery  is  so  unreasonably  high  in 
■oportion  to^ f arm  produce  that  the  average  farmer  cannot  purchase 
ew  machinery  when  it  is  badly  needed; 

erefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  giving 
very  available  assistance  to  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements 
imited. 

bved.     Seconded  by  I^^r.  Fearnehough. 

fter  considerable  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved.  Res- 
lution  was  carried  unanimously.     T'/tr.  Fearnehough  moved  a  vote  of 
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-.hanks  to  Mr.  Arnason  for  his  address.     Carried  with  applause. 

:oved  that  the  Board  be  requested  to  see  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
;eep  up  the  dues  of  all  U.  F.  A.  members  v/ho  are  now  in  active 
;ervice.     Seconded  and  carried. 

.2.  COVERING  ALSO  20,   21,   22,   23,   24.     The  Federal  Government  has 
indeavoured  to  meet,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  requests  outlined  in 
)ur  resolution  of  a  year  ago  on  hog  grading  and  marketing  and  also 
he  recommendations  of  the  agricultural  committee  of  the  Ivlanitoba 
.egislature  on  the  same  subject. 

.n  the  meantime,  owing  to  a  huge  increase  in  hog  marketing  a  new  set 
f  problems  has  arisen  as  well  as  acute  aggravation  of  some  old 
rievances; 

herefore  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  Federal  Government  take 
mmediate  action  to  correct  the  most  pressing  of  these  by  providing 
or  the  eventual  setting  up  of  a  Board  of  Livestock  Commissioners 
long  the  lines  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners; 

[e  urge  further  that  the  powers  of  the  Bacon  Board  should  be  greatly 
Widened  to  include  the  setting  of  prices  paid  to  producers  and  of 
he  amount  of  the  discounts  on  the  various  grades;  a  continuous  and 
omprehensive  scrutiny  of  packers'   costs  and  practises  so  as  to 
nsure  that  the  export  price  for  each  grade  is  passed  back  to  the 
roducer ; 

le  would  also  urge  that  in  view  of  the  increase  of  feed  costs  in 
bstern  Canada  and  the  rise  of  the  U.  S.  hog  prices  that  the  price 
et  in  the  recent  agreement  be  reviewed  and  increased; 

iirther  we  believe  that  much  of  the  distrust  and  suspicion  nov/  exist- 
ag  in  the  minds  of  the  producers  would  be  dispelled  if  a  represent- 
tive  of  theirs  was  added  to  the  Bacon  Board  at  once. 

Dved  by  Vlr,  Hugh  Allen,  seconded. 

|r.  Allen  gave  a  review  of  the  hog  situation. 

&ved  by  R.  Muir  to  delete  the  second  last  paragraph.     Seconded  by 
r.  Fearnehough, 

bved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  to  delete  only  the  words  "and 
ncreased".     Seconded  by  L'Ir.  Moore. 

pevious  question  was  moved  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Yercamert. 

i 

^^rried. 

ab-amendment  to  delete  the  words  "and  increased"  lost, 

.  lendment  lost, 
A' 

Ibved  by      ,  Young  that  the  resolution  be  referred  back  to  the  Res- 
lj.utions  Committee  for  re-drafting  with  instructions  to  protest 
painst  t^e  reductions  in  price,  failure  of  the  Minister  to  confer 
llth  producers  association^, to  demand  that  in  future  no  such  action 
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}e  taken  without  consulting  v/ith  the  producers,  to  include  recom- 
len^ations  included  in  No.  20.    Protest  against  failure  of  the  present 
iacon  Board  to  oversee  the  spread  between  -'/hat  the  farmer  receives 
:nd  what  the  Board  gets  and  the  failure  to  make  any  official  check- 
ip  of  the  amount  of  A  Bacon  sold  and  A  Bacon  paid  for. 

econded  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

lesolution  to  re-draft  carried. 

.2.   (Sup.)  FURTEgR  PAYlffiNT  ON  1959  CROP.    (U.F.A.  Board)  V/hereas,  from 
tatements  made  by  the  Government  in  the  early  part  of  1940,  as  well 
s  suggestions  this  fall  that  a  payment  on  1939  wheat  might  be  made; 
'armers  nov*^  expect  these  suggestions  be  implemented; 

esolved,  that  we  request  the  Federal  Government  to  make  a  further 
ayment  to  assist  the  farmers  in  planting  the  1941  crop. 

bved  by  I^/Ir.  Beatt,   seconded  by  Air.  H.  E.  Spencer, 

bved  by  I'Jr .  J,  E.  Brown  that  all  wheat  resolutions  be  consolidated 
nd  a  new  resolution  drawn  up  covering  the  wheat  problem. 

econded  and  lost. 

ARAIERS  UNION  HERALD.     Vice-President  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
ubscriptions  to  this  paper  were  received  at  50  cents  a  year.  Sub- 
criptions  could  be  left  at  the  secretary's  office. 

IRPORT.     Rfoved  and  seconded  that  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the  citizens 
f  Calgary  for  their  offer  to  take  delegates  to  Currie  Barracks, 
arried  with  applause. 

tevious  question  was  moved  by  J/Er.  Duby,   seconded  and  carried. 

2.   (Sup.)     FURTHER  PAYIvBNT  ON  1959  CROP.  iVhereas,  from  statements 
ade  by  the  Government  in  the  early  part  of  1940,  as  well  as  suggest- 
ons  this  fall  that  a  payment  on  1959  wheat  might  be  made;  Farmers 
Dw  expect  these  suggestions  be  implemented; 

Ssolved,  that  we  request  the  Federal  Government  to  make  a  further 
ayment  to  assist  the  farmers  in  planting  the  1941  crop.  Moved, 
sconded  and  carried. 

5.    (Sup.)     FARMER  REPRESENTATIONS   (U.F.A.  Board)  V/hereas,  industries 
applying  war  materials  are  directly  represented  on  Boards  dealing 
ith  the  purchase  of  such  supplies,  and 

aereas,  the  agricultural  producers  are  supplying  equally  necessary 
Dmmodities ; 

aerefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  Government  appoint 
spresentatives  of  the  organized  producers  on  every  Board  dealing 
^th  the  purchase  or  sale  of  farm  commodities. 


bved  by  Mr.  Beatt,   seconded  by  Mr.  Duby.  Carried. 
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iiAIL  GRADING,     The  chair  advised  that  the  rail  grading  exhibition 
jrould  be  continued  in  the  ballroom. 

foved  by  Mr.  Beatt  that  we  adjourn  until  2  p.m.     Seconded  and  carried. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

oint  Session. 

trs.  V/.  Ross  introduced  George  Thring,  president  of  the  Junior  Branch, 
jho  took  over  the  chair  for  the  balance  of  the  afternoon, 

TJiaOR  VICE-PRESIDENTS.  Mr.  Thring  introduced  Miss  Olga  Antonson, 
"unior  Vice-President  for  the  north  and  Mr.  Eugene  O'Neil,  Junior 
'ice-President  for  the  south,  who  briefly  addressed  the  delegates. 

REETINGS .  Greetings  and  wishes  for  a  successful  convention  were 
ent  the  delegates  by  Ivfergaret  Archibald,  former  Junior  president. 

I 

'ENIOR  CO?.aiITTEE.     Ivlr.  Thring  introduced  members  of  the  Senior 
ommittee  who  v/ere  present,  ISrs,  V.  LoY/e,  Convener,  Miss  Molly 
joupland,  Mr.  Wm.  Runte. 

EPORT  OF  CONVENER  ON  YOUNG  PEOPLE* 3  vTORK.     This  report  was  presented 
y  llrs,  Lowe,  Convener,  and  v/as  received  on  motion  of  Itrs.  Lowe, 
ir.  Runte. 

ONALD  CA]\^R0N.  Letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Cameron^s  office  advising 
hat  he  was  ill  and  v/ould  not  be  in  attendance  at  this  session. 
|he  information  was  received  v/ith  regret. 

CTMIOR  "JORK.  A  lengthy  discussion  followed  on  Junior  work. 

Dved  by  Ur,.  Eugene  0*Neil  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  provide 
Iditional  v/ritten  study  material  for  Junior  locals. 

2Conded  by  Mr.  Carl  Antonson. 

Dved  an  amendm.ent  by  Mr.  Runte  to  add  the  v/ords  "that  the  U.F.A. 

id  U.F.V/.A.  Boards  appoint  the  committee"  to  provide  additional 
budy  material.  Seconded. 

nendment  carried. 

^solution  as  amended  carried, 

?.  Priestley  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  Canadian  Association 
)r  Adult  Education  had  a  very  fine  supDly  of  pamphlet  material 
lich  could  be  secured  at  $l-.00  per  set, 

3.    FEDERATION  OF  NATIONS  (Junior  U.F.A.  Conference).     V/hereas,  v/ars 
3  the  expression  of  nationalistic  rivalry  are,  through  the  advance 
'  science,  becoming  increasingly  destruct-.ve  and  intolerable,  and 

lereas,  the  technological  extension  of  the  ranfe  of  economic  ^t- 
rities  demands  safe  and  uninterrupted  communication  and  movement 
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3f  goods  and  v/orkers,  as  v/ell  as  some  comTion  control  of  currency 
Dver  the  maximum  area,  and 

/Whereas,  there  is  an  urgent  need  of  the  progressive  equlization  of 
standards  of  human  v/elfere  throughout  the  v/orld; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  genersl  principle  of 
J  federation  of  nations  as  a  step  in  the  evolution  tov/ards  a  demo- 
cratic world  government, 

Further  be  it  resolved,   thst  v/e  request  the  Canadian  Government  to 
Investigate  the  practicability  of  a  federal  union  of  nations  as  one 
3f  the  objectives  to  be  sought  at  the  end  of  the  present  conflict 
for  the  prevention  of  any  such  intolerable  devastation  of  V/estern 
jivilization  at  any  future  time. 

toved  by  Terence  Oldford,   seconded  T.  Fitzgerald. 

Ifter  lengthy  discussion,  moved  by  Carl  Antonson,  seconded  by  ¥jc, 
Iwate  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put.  Carried. 

Resolution  carried. 

)ANCS.  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  of  the  committee  in  chsrge  of  the  dance 
•eported  on  plans  for  the  evening's  entertainment, 

!BC.     Mr.  Sutherland  introduced  Mr.  Wright  of  the  CBC  staff.  Iv!r. 
/right  extended  greetings  to  the  U.F.A.  from  Mr.  Hugh  Boyd  of  the 
IBC,  Winnipeg.     He  stated  that  they  would  be  very  pleased  to  receive 
iny  material  from  members  to  broadcast  over  their  Farm  Hour  Broad - 
!ast ;  also  to  receive  any  suggestions  they  might  have  to  offer  as 
-0  services, 

'..    LEVY  FOR  JTJTTIORS.    (Red  Deer  Junior  Conference) 


fhereas,  the  dime  fund  was  originated  for  Junior  work  and  has  not 
let  with  great  success,  and 

Tiereas,  ten  cents  from  each  Junior  and  Senior  member  would  aid  the 
"unlors  in  carrying  on  a  more  efficient  program; 

'herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  add  ten  cents  to  the  fee  of  the 
'.F.A.,  U.F.V'/.A.  and  Junior  members  to  be  set  aside  solely  for 
unior  work. 

foved  by  Terence  Oldford  that  resolution  No,  2  be  taken  from  the 
able.     Seconded  by  Eugene  O'Neil.  Carried, 

esolution  was  moved  by  T.  Oldford  and  seconded. 

bved  by  R'lr.  Baker  as  a  substitute  motion  that  the  locals  be  asked 
t  the  first  meeting  after  the  convention  to  take  up  a  collection 
f  10  cents  a  member  and  forward  same  to  Central.  '  Seconded  by  Ifx , 
unte. 

btion  to  substitute  carried. 
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vfoved  in  amendment  by  H^rs.  O'Neil,   seconded  by  I.^r.  Macklin  that  we 
ask  Central  Office  to  set  aside  at  least  one  tenth  of  all  fees 
received  at  Central  Office  for  a  special  fund  to  be  ear-marked  for 
lunior  work, 

lendment  lost, 

loved  in  amendment  that  the  collection  be  25  cents  per  member  in 
lace  of  10  cents.     No  seconder. 

Previous  question  was  called, 

^iesolution  cpirried, 

'TOTIOR  CA?.IF.  llr,  Thring  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  suggestion  that 
!ad  been  made  to  hold  their  Junior  U.F.A.  camp, 

|foved  by  Ivlr.  Runte  that  the  matter  be  left  to  the  Senior  Committee 
:nd  the  Junior  Executive.     Seconded  and  carried, 

XECTION  0?  DIRECTORS.  The  Convention  adjourned  for  the  election  of 
irectors.     They  were  elected  as  follows: 


I 


I 


Acadia 

Athabasca 

Battle  River 

Bow  River 
V7,  Calgary 

S.  Calgary 
Macleod 

Jasper 

W.  Edmonton 

Lethbridge 
Medicine  Hat 
Red  Deer 
Vegreville 
Wetaskiwin 
Camrose 


MErs.  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 
L-jT.   J.  A.  Cameron,  V/astina 

Ivlrs.  Geo.  Dief f enbaugh,  ?/estlock 
Mr.  John  Roy,  West lock 

Ivirs.  R.  B.  Gunn,  Eurness,  Sask. 
I-tr.  A.  Wood,  Riverton 

Mr.  Geo.  Church,  Balzac 
}Jirs,  E,  A.  Vifagler,  Stmdard 

]VIrs.  W.  Oldfield,  Milo 
Ifr.  M.  H.  Ward,  Arrowwood 

lir.  J,  M.  Bent  ley,  North  Edmonton 
Miss  Lfertha  Rafn,  Bon  Accord 

Lester  Lee,  Vfoolford 

Miss  Molly  Coupland,  Lethbridge 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Williamson,  Scandia 
Mr,  R.  Mcffenus,  Rainier 

f.-Irs.  L.  Ironside,  Blackfalds 
Mr.  Ronald  Pye,  Penhold 

Mrs,  E.  Johnston,  Lamont 

Mr,  R.  Hennig,  Fort  Saskatchewan 

yirs,  R,  Carter,  Ponoka 
Mr.  W.  Runte,  Wetaskiwin 

Mrs.  A.  Payne,  Stettler 
Mr,  Carl  Colvin,  Sedgewick 
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Peace  River        Mrs.  M.  Bailey,  Fairview 

lie,  Hugh  Allen,  Huallen 

FRIDAY  MORNING 


.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 


)rder  of  Business  was  moved  by  Geo.  Church,  seconded  by  Henry  Young. 
Sarried. 

,-2.     BACON  BOARD.    (U.F.A.  Board)     The  Federal  Government  has  endeavoured 
;o  meet,  to  a  certain  degree,   the  requests  outlined  in  our  resolution 
if  a  year  ago  on  hog  grading  and  marketing  and  also  the  recommendations 
if  the  agricultural  committee  of  the  Manitoba  Legislature  on  the  same 
Tib  j  e  c  t . 

:n  the  meantime,  owing  to  a  huge  increase  in  hog  m.arketing  ^  new  set 
'f  problems  has  arisen  as  well  as  acute  aggravation  of  some  old 
Tievances ; 

'herefore  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  Federal  Government  take 
mmediate  action  to  correct  the  most  pressing  of  these  by  providing 
'or  the  eventual  setting  up  of  a  Board  of  Livestock  Commissioners 
long  the  lines  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners; 

'e  urge  further  that  the  powers  of  the  Bacon  Board  should  be  greatly 
Idened  to  include  the  setting  of  prices  paid  to  producers  and  of  the 
jmount  of  the  discounts  on  the  various  grades;  a  continuous  and  com- 
rehensive  scrutiny  of  packers 's  costs  and  practises  so  as  to  ensure 
hat  the  export  price  for  each  grade  is  passed  back  to  the  producer; 

e  would  also  urge  that  in  view  of  the  increase  of  feed  costs  in 
astern  Canada  and  the  rise  of  the  U.  S.  hog  prices  that  the  price 
et  in  the  recent  agreement  be  reviewed  and  increased; 

urther  v/e  believe  that  much  of  the  distrust  and  suspicion  now  exist- 
ing in  the  minds  of  the  producers  would  be  dispelled  if  a  represent- 
itive  of  theirs  was  added  to  the  Bacon  Board  at  once. 

bved  and  seconded. 

hair  advised  that  the  re-drafting  committee  recommended  as  the 
mendment  to  No.  12  in  the  third  paragraph  by  striking  out  the  words 
fter  "to"  to  "providing"  and  striking  out  word  "eventual"  in  next 
ine . 

oved  by  llr.   I.  V.  Macklin,  seconded. 

mendment  carried. 

Bsolution  as  amended  carried. 


L.     BACON  A'^REEl^.fENT  covering  also  20  and  32.  (Farmers^  Meeting  at  Tvlalmo). 
lereas,  the  new  Bacon  Agreement  provides  for  a  reduction  of  $2.19  per 
mdred -weight  on  all  Canadian  bacon  exported  to  Britain,  and 

♦ 
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Whereas,   in  the  making  of  this  agreement  no  representatives  of  the 
producers  were  even  consulted,  nor  was  the  cost  of  production  given 
proper  consideration; 

rherefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  register  an  emphatic  protest 

against  the  unjust  and  unwarranted  price  reduction  contained  in  the  new 

3acon  Agreement; 

.nd  further,  we  demand  that  in  future  the  producers  organizations 
shall  be  consulted  before  any  agreement  involving  our  produce  is 
negotiated , 

toved  by  llr.  Young,   seconded.  Carried, 

>8.  COtlPULSORY  RAIL  GRADING  OF  HOGS.  (Horse  Hills  U.F.A.  Local).' 
Yhereas,  the  Dominion  Government  has  instituted  compulsory  rail 
'^reding  of  hogs  without  consulting  the  producers,  and 

Jhereas,  the  returns  received  from  rail  p^-rading  have  proven  to  be 
.ovver  t"f"^an  when  the  grading  was  optional,  and 

.Tiereas,   the  price  strenp;thening  factor  of  competitive  buying  has 
)een  destroyed  by  the  elimination  of  live  grading; 

'herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  demand 

return  to  optional  grading  until  such  time  as  a  change  is  requested 
ly  a  referendum  of  the  producers. 

bved-and  seconded. 

loved  as  substitute  motion  by  N.  V.  Fearnehough,  seconded  by  Mr. 
'acklin. 

hereas,  we  believe  that  the  system  of  rail  grading  of  hogs  is  being 
bused  by  the  packers  to  the  detriment  of  the  producers,  and 

hereas,  the  producer  has  no  direct  representative  to  check  the  way 
n  which  his  hogs  are  handled,  weighed,  and  graded  under  this  system; 

herefore  be  it  resolved,   that  v/e  petition  the  Federal  Government 
nd  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  allow  the  producers  to  appoint 
I,  Checker  (either  through  the  various  Farmer  Organizations,  The 
wine  Breeder's  Assn.  or  both)  for  each  large  centre,  who  shall  have 
he  same  status  and  standing  as  a  govermi].ent  grader,  and  that  the 
ialsries  of  such  men  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  that  have  been 
jccumulated  on  behalf  of  the  hog  producers  by  the  Canadian  Bacon 
|Oard . 

otion  to  substitute  lost, 

revious  question  was  moved  by  ^£r.  Beatt,   seconded  and  carried, 
esolution  No.  28  carried, 
ugh  Allen  took  the  chair. 
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INCOI.tE  T/JC.     IVIr.   J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.  addressed  the  delegates  on  the 
natter  of  Income  Tax  and  Defence  Tax  as  applied  to  farmers  and 
ansv/ered  various  questions, 

[AR^^RS  CREDITORS  .  ARRilJX'GElVENTS  ACT  MJD  DEB  r  ADJUST^MT  were  also 
liiscussed  briefly  by  ilr.  Brownlee. 

LOo.  FARMERS  CREDITORS  ARRiiNGELMTS  ACT.  (Board  Resolution)  Ys/hereas, 

j:he  purpose  of  the  Farmers  Creditors  Arrangements  Act  is  to  provide 

1  simple  method  of  adjusting  farmers  debts  so  as  to  keep  deserving  farmers 

)n  the  land,  and 

.Vhereas  to  do  so  it  may  be  necessary  in  many  cases  for  a  Board  of 
Review  to  reduce  secured  debt,  and  as  certain  cases  ere  now  pending 
In  Court  questioning  the  legal  right  of  a  Board  so  to  do;  and 

vhereas,  the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  these  cases  may  render  void  a 
.arge  percentage  of  proposals  already  formulated  by  the  various  Boards; 

;ow  therefore  be  it  resolved: 

That  the  Government  of  Canada  should  so  amend  the  Act  to  validate 
ill  proposals  already  formulated  by  the  various  Boards,  and 

That  the  said  Act  should  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  clear  that 
he  Board  of  Review  have  the  rights  to  make  adjustments  below  the 
alue  of  the  security,   if  they  consider  it  necessary  and  advisable 
i;o  to  do,  and 

i.    That  the  Board  of  Review  should  be  authorized  to  take  into  con- 
ideration  other  factors,  such  as  the  age  of  the  debt,  and  the  rate 
f  interest  which  has  been  charged  in  the  past,  as  well  as  the  actual 
reductive  value  of  the  land  having  regard  to  the  value  or  probable 
lalue  of  farm  products. 

oved  by  Mr.  Beatt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Moore,  carried. 

05.  DEBT  ADJU3T?.GNT.  Board  Resolution.     lIHiereas,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
anada  has  already  held  that  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  of  the  Province 
iknnot  interfere  with  the  right  of  holders  of  Promissory  Notes  to 
pllect  same;  and 

tiereas,  other  cases  are  now  pending  in  Court  to  have  it  held  that  the 
aid  Act  cannot  interfere  with  the  rights  of  mortgagees,  and 

tiereas,  the  cumulative  effect  of  these  decisions  may  be  to  render 
inpotent  the  purpose  of  the  act  at  a  time  when,  because  of  mark--t 
Dnditions,  the  farmer  is  facing  a  more  difficult  situation  than  at 
ly  time  heretofore, 

aerefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  should  again 
anvass  the  whole  question  of  Debt  Agjustment,  with  a  view  to  nassing 
ich  legislation  as  will  effectively  give  protection  to  debtors,  and 
^  necessary  should  proclaim  a  moratorium  with  respect  to  all  debts 
itil  such  time  as  farmers  are  again  able  to  make  unrestricted 
Jliveries  of  their  crop. 

)ved  and  seconded. 
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ioved  an  amendment  by  ¥x ,  Henry  Young  to  strike  out  the  words  "such 
•.ime  as  farmers  are  again  able  to  make  unrestricted  deliveries  of  their 
3rop"  and  substitute  the  follov/ing:     "until  marketing  conditions  ir^.prove 
later  ially". 

.nendment  carried, 

iesolution  as  amended  carried, 

^OTS  OF  THANKS    Moved  that  the  thanks  of  our  organization  be  expressed 
)y  the  Convention  to  tir.  Brownlee  for  the  excellent  and  invaluable 
rork  he  has  done  in  connection  with  farmer  debt  in  recent  years. 

seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

loved  by  IJ^r .  Moore  that  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  be  asked  to 
evise  the  agenda  and  place  the  question  of  wheat  near  the  top. 

econded  by  Ivlr.  Taylor.  Carried. 

bved  by  Lir.  Beatt  that  v^e  adjourn  until  1:30,  seconded  and  carried. 


'r.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Sup.  CAR  LICENSE.    (Sedgewick  Local  U.F.A.  )  Vi/hereas,  the  farmer 
rives  his  car  from  two  to  three  thousand  miles  each  year,  mostly  on 
ountry  roads  v/hich  are  not  supported  by  the  Government  grant  and 
till  pays  the  same  car  tax  as  the  man  who  drives  his  car  twenty- 
ive  to  thirty-five  thousand  miles  a  year  on  roads  maintained  by 
he  Government; 

herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  license  fee  be  reduced  to  the 
prmer  to  a  registration  fee  of  $2,00  and  the  deficit  for  road  main- 
pnance  be  obtained  by  additional  gas  tax. 

|3ved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  xvords  after  "that"  in  the 
piplementing  clause  and  substitute  "that  25%  of  the  gas  tax  and  license 
pes  be  returned  to  the  municipalities  covering  the  area  from  which 
it  is  collected."    Amendment  lost. 

r,  Fearnehough  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  v/ords  after  the 


lord  "be"  and  the  word  "considerably"  be  put  in  before  "reduced"  and 
Ibona  fide"  before  "farmers"  and  to  strike  out  the  balance  of  the 
psolution.  "Seconded. 

pendment  carried, 

resolution  as  amended  carried. 

'^DER  OF  BUSINESS.  IJlr .  Plumer  was  given  leave  to  speak  to  the  luniors 
"or  a  few  minutes.  He  stated  that  the  V.Tieat  Pool  v/ill  give  the  Juniors 
■  grant  of  ^#250. 00  as  a  first  grant  and  that  if  they  get  their  member- 
ip  up  to  750  they  v/ill  give  25  cents  for  each  member  over  1000  up  to 
maximum  of  1500  members.  Ivlr.  Plumer  said  he  hoped  the  Juniors  would 
iike  every  effort  to  v/in  the  extra  grant. 


FRIDAY  AFTEHNOON 
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ivlr.  Plumer  vms  given  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

151,  PRICE  OF  BUTTER.    (Valley  Local  U.F.A.  )     ^^ereas,   the  Federal 
:Jovermnent  has  set  the  maximum  price  of  butter  at  34  cents  per  pound, 
and 

hereas,  a  great  portion  of  this  butter  is  made  from  cream  boup-ht  by 
he  creameries  at  15  cents  per  pound  during  the  summer  months, ^and 

Thereas,  the  creameries  sell  this  butter  at  an  extreme  price  spread 
Dy  holding  it  in  storage; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  that  in  the  future  the  Price 
Jpreads  Board  set  a  minimum  price  as  well  as  a  maximum  price  in 
mtter,  leaving  a  margin  of  20%  between  butterfat  and  the  manufactured 
mtter  as  cost  and  profit  to  the  middleman. 

iloved  and  seconded, 

foved  in  amendment  Church  that  the  v/ords  "margin  of  20^"  be  struck 
)ut  and  "fair  margin"  substituted.     Seconded  Mitchell. 

iinendment  carried, 

bved  Young  that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  for  redrafting  v/ith 

..nstructions  to  include  opinion  that  34  cents  is  not  high  enough  for 
)utter  fat.  Seconded. 

btion  to  redraft  carried. 

941  WHEAT  POLICY  (Board  resolution)  V^ereas,   it  is  estimated  that  the 


anadian  wheat  carryover  at  the  end  of  the  current  cereal  year  (July 
1st,  1941)  will  be  in  excess  of  500,000,000  bushels,  and 

ihereas,  as  a  result  of  the  exigencies  of  War  and  volume  of  Canadian 
heat  which  can  be  exported  during  the  1941-42  cereal  year  is  likely 
0  be  drastically  restricted,  and 

hereas,  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  Canada's  contribution  to  the  suc- 
essful  prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  maintenance  of  her  internal 
conomy  depend  in  large  degree  on  the  purchasing  power  and  tax  paying 
ower  of  primary  producers,  it  is  incumbent  that  the  conditions 
numerated  in  the  tvra  preceding  paragraphs  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
erogate  against  the  interest  of  such  producers  in  the  income  they 
eceive  from  wheat  production,  and 

hereas,  the  Government  of  Canada,  through  the  Honorable  Minister  of 
rade  &  Commerce,  han  indicated  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
overnment  to  take  delivery  of  all  the  1940  marketable  wheat  offered 
OT  sale  during  the  current  cereal  year,  and 

hereas,  no  elevator  space  v/ill  therefore  be  available  for  the  delivery 
f  the  1941  crop,  which  will  then  be  ripening  for  harvest,  and 

} 
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.Vhereas,  the  acceptance  of  such  wheat  will  tax  to  their  aggregate 
capacity  all  the  elevators  in  Canada,  both  country  and  terminal,  and 

.hereas,   it  is  imperative  in  the  National  interest  that  sufficient 
storage  space  shall  be  provided  on  the  farms  to  accommodate  the  new 
3rop  prior  to  the  harvest  thereof; 

Therefore  be  it  and  it  is  hereby  resolved,  that  we  recommend  to  and 
irge  upon  the  Dominion  Government  that  the  following  principles  shall 
De  adopted  as  a  National  policy  in  respect  to  the  1941  wheat  crop, 

foved  and  seconded. 

/loved  <r.  E.  Brov/n  and  seconded  that  a  resolution  be  brought  in  to 
;over  all  the  resolutions  on  wheat. 

foved  Sutherland  that  we  insert  in  the  section  under  Quotas  in  the 
tth  line  from  bottom  after  word  "deal"  the  words  "with  the  exception 
;hat  a  50%  increase  be  allocated  for  the  semi-arid  areas".  Seconded. 

iOved  Taylor,  Beatt,   that  each  clause  be  dealt  with  separately.  Carried, 

loved  Priestley  that  the  preamble  be  adopted.    Seconded  and  carried, 

lETIIOD  OF  IvL\RK5TING.    (1)  That  all  of  the  deliverable  portion  of  the 
.941  marketable  crop  shall  be  marketed  through  the  Canadian  Wheat 
'Oard,  on  which  the  producers  shall  be  adequately  represented. 

'oved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

RICE  0?  mEAT  (1)  That  the  "Canadian  Wheat "Board  Act"  be  amended  at 
he  next  session  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  provide  for  a  substantial 
ncrease  in  the  guaranteed  initial  price  paid  to  producers  on  delivery 
f  their  wheat. 

2)  That  until  such  time  as  the  price  of  wheat  reaches  and  maintains 
price  level  which  is  on  a  parity  with  the  price  of  the  things  which 
nter  into  the  cost  of  producing  such  wheat,  a  processing  tax  of  not 
ess  than  50?^  per  bushel  shall  be  placed  on  all  wheat  milled  into 
lour  for  domestic  consumption,  the  revenue  from  such  tax  to  be  added 
0  the  aggregate  price  received  for  Canada's  wheat  crop  and  distributed 
0  producers  as  an  additional  price  per  bushel. 

1)  iS"toved  Priestley,  Beat.  Carried, 

2)  i^'bved  Priestley  and  seconded. 

joved  in  amendment  Beatt  to  strike  out  the  words  "into  flour", 
jeconded. 

piendment  carried.     Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

DOTAS  (1)  That  in  order  that  the  pro(iucers  may  be  permitted  to  share 
b[uitably  in  whatever  market  may  be  available  during  the  1941-1942 
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jereal  year,  a  policy  shall  be  followed  whereby  quotas  for  farming 
inits  shall  be  fixed  primarily  on  a  basis  of  a  percentage  of  the  average 
production  of  each  producer  over  a  term  of  years  from  the  acreage  com-^ 
irised  therein,   such  quotas  to  be  based  on  a  sliding  scale  varying 
.n  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount  of  grain  produced  by  each  such  unit  in 
sxcess  of  a  fixed  minimum,  to  the  end  that  small  farm  units  shall 
'eceive  an  equitable  share  thereof. 

foved  N.  F.  Priestley  and  seconded, 

ioved  in  amendment  Sutherland  after  "deal"  to  add  the  following  "with 
ipecial  provision  being  made  with  reference  to  low  production  yields 
.n  the  semi -arid  areas," 

'r.  Plumer  of  the  Wheat  Pool  gave  some  information  re  quotas, 

foved  McBride  to  table  the  whole  resolution  until  the  opening  of  the 
ivening  session.     No  seconder. 

foved  Andrews  that  the  previous  question  be  put.     Seconded  and  carried, 
jnendment  lost. 

loved  Beatt  that  we  include  the  landlord  getting  a  share  of  the  quotas, 
econded  Fitzgerald. 

bved  Taylor,  Antonson,  that  the  previous  question  be  put.  Carried, 
.mendment  lost. 


ection  on  quotas  carried. 


'ARM  STORAGE.   (1)  That  as  early  in  the  current  year  as  the  necessary 
rrangements  can  be  made,  the  Government  shall  undertake  to  assist 
jhe  farmer  in  financing  the  construction  of  bins  on  his  farm  in  which 
iiO  store  his  1941  crop,  such  bins  to  be  built  according  to  specific- 
jitions  approved  by  the  Government. 

}Z)  That  adequate  cash  advances  shall  be  ma.de  by  the  Government  to  the 
jarmer  on  the  security  of  wheat  stored  in  such  bins  in  order  to  enable 
|im  to  properly  conduct  his  farming  operations. 

^)  That  the  farmer  shall  be  allov/ed  storage  at  the  rates  prevailing  on' 
rheat  then  stored  in  country  elevators  during  the  period  that  such 
'heat  is  permitted  to  remain  in  such  bins. 

4)  That  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  farmer  from  such  storage  earnings 
hall  be  retained  by  the  Government  and  credited  to  the  farmer  as  re- 
ayment  (in  part  or  in  whole)  of  the  amount  advanced  by  the  Government 
'n  the  construction  of  such  bins-surplus  earnings,   if  any,  remaining 
rom  such  revenue  after  these  advances  have  been  repaid  in  full,  to  be 
aid  to  the  farmer  in  cash  or  credited  to  the  fermer  as  part  payment 

;n  advances,  if  any,  made  to  him  by  the  Government  on  the  security  of 
he  wheat  stored  therein. 

5)  That  when  such  advances  for  construction  purposes  have  been  repaid 
n  full,  the  bins  shall  become  the  property  of  the  farmer. 
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(1)  Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,   seconded  Ber-tt.  Carried. 

(2)  Moved  and  seconded. 

iMoved  Taylor  that  the  word  "such"  be  struck  out.  Seconded, 
"jnendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

(3)  ^"bved  Taylor.     Seconded.  Carried. 

(4)  Moved  Priestley.     Seconded.  Carried. 

(5)  Moved  Priestley.     Seconded  Taylor.  Carried. 

Moved  Taylor  that  the  resolution  as  a  whole  be  adopted.  Carried. 

10  REDRAFT  -  RS-ORa/JMIZATION  0?  U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OP.     Be  it  resolved, 
that  this  Convention  reauest  the  Board  of  Directors  to  give  careful 
consideration  during  the  year  to  the  caDital  structure  of  the  U.E.A. 
Central  Co-operative  Association  Ltd.  v/ith  a  view  to  brine^ing  a  definite 
Dlan  of  re-organization  before  the  next  annual  meeting.    And  this 
)onvention  further  suggest  that  the  Board  should  carefully  consider 
iS  a  basis  of  such  re-organization  the  "Revolving  Door"  principle,  and 
mthorizes  the  Board,  if  they  see  fit,  to  issue  participation  certificates 
:o  members  in  lieu  of  cash  dividends  until  such  time  as  the  Board 
3onsiders  it  v/ise  to  redeem  same. 

foved  McBride,  seconded.  Carried. 

oved  H.  E.  Spencer,   that  such  a  plan  be  submitted  to  the  locals  in 
lenty  of  time  for  them  to  discuss  the  matter  before  the  next  con- 
tention.    Seconded  and  carried, 

.QLORED  FUEL  OIL.    (U.F.A.  Board)  '^/hereas,  the  Government  has  intimated 
-ts  decision  to  Vvdthdraw  the  Coupon  System  of  handling  tractor  fuel,  and 

Tiereas,  the  Governm.ent  has  intimated  that  in  place  of  the  coupon 
ystem,  all  tractor  and  Deisel  oils  will  be  colored,  and 

"hereas,  if  this  is  done  it  will  require  a  substantial  increase  in 
he  facilities,  and 

■^ereas,  to  install  these  facilities  skilled  labor  now  engaged  in  war 
ork  will  have  to  be  used,  and 

Vereas,  to  provide  the  necessary  extra  tanks,  steel  now  required  for 
.unit ions  would  have  to  be  used,  and 

ITiereas,  those  extra  facilities  required  to  handle  colored  gas  will 
[increase  the  cost  of  distribution, 
'herefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government 
0  defer  action  until  after  the  v^rar. 

bved  H.  E.  Spencer,  Taylor.  Carried. 
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3UTTER  (Redraft  of  31)  Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  set  a 
naximum  price  of  butter  at  34  cents  per  pound,  and 

Vhereas,  a  great  portion  of  this  butter  is  made  from  cream  bought  by 
the  creameries  at  very  low  prices  during  the  summer  months,  and 

Vhereas,  the  creameries  sell  this  butter  at  an  extreme  price  spread 
:y  holding  it  in  storage, 

[herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  that  in  future  the  Price  Spreads 
3oard  set  both  a  minimum  and  a  maximum  price  for  butter,  having  due 
'egard  to  cost  of  production  in  both  cases,  and  providing  a  fair 
largin  for  manufacturing  and  distribution,  and 

le  it  further  resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  the  present  maximum  price 
»f  34  cents  is  much  too  low  for  the  winter  season  and  should  be 
•evised  immediately, 

foved  Young,  Baker,   (covering  also  30-23  and  13-14  in  supplement) 

loved  in  amendment  that  "the  price  of  butter  for  the  summer  be  30 
ents  and  40  cents  for  the  winter"  be  added  to  the  resolution. 
I'econded. 

bved  in  amendment  that  we  add  the  words  "we  suggest  that  under 
resent  conditions  a  minimum  price  of  not  less  than  30  cents  should 
e  set".  Seconded, 

mendment  carried, 

esolution  as  amended  carried, 

ESTERN  FARM  LEADER.    Mr.  Beatt  asked  the  delegates  to  support  the 
estern  Farm  Leader. 

•  ONSOLIDATION  OF  CO-OPS.  Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,     Seconded.  Carried, 
ocky  Coulee  Local  No.  105:    '^Vhereas,  we  feel  that  the  present  exist- 
nce  of  a  great  number  of  small  co-operatives  throughout  the  province 
s  the  occasion  of  considerable  loss  in  buying; 

e  it  resolved,  that  this  local  urge  upon  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A. 
0  do  all  in  its  power  to  have  these  consolidated  for  the  purpose  of 
ass  buying.     Thereby  we  believe  a  great  saving  will  be  experienced 
y  all  members. 

ainwright  U.F.A.  #260    Whereas,  we  feel  that  the  present  existence 
f  a  great  number  of  small  livestock  co-operatives  throughout  this 
roviiice  is  the  occasion  of  considerable  loss  in  buying  and  marketing, 

e  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  and 
lie  C.A.L.A.  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  these  different  organ- 
zations  consolidated,  thus  doing  away  with  unnecessary  costs  of 
iministration. 
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DRDER  OF  BUSmSS    Committee  recommended  that  immediately  the  convention 
reassembled  we  hear  from  iJtr.  Gardiner  on  the  progress  made  re  amal- 
gamation of  the  U.F.G.   (Alta.  Section)  and  U.F.A,  to  be  followed  by 
resolutions  and  fra  cernal  delegates.    Seconded  Beatt,  Carried. 

55  PROTECTION  FOR  FARMERS  (Acadia  Federal  C.  A.)    Whereas,  the  financial 
position  of  the  V/estern  Canadian  farmers  will  be  extremely  difficult 
)wing  to  lov;  prices  for  farm  products  and  inability  to  market  same  and 
;he  rapidly  increasing  rate  of  taxation  and  the  cost  of  everything  the 
'armer  has  to  buy; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  both  the  Provincial  and  Federal 
Tovernments  to  enact  legislation  to  give  farmers  protection  against 
seizure  for  debt  with  the  exception  of  all  costs  entering  into  the 
)roduction  and  handling  of  the  crop  and  taxation, 

foved,  seconded  and  carried. 

I 

!5  EXEIl!PTION  OF  FIRST  DELIVERIBS  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  the  quota 
iystem  of  deliveries  prevents  farmers  from  realizing  sufficient  returns 
;o  take  care  of  harvesting  expenses,  and 

fhereas,  to  put  into  effect  liens  held  by  elevator  companies  for  debt 
in  first  quotas  would  be  calamitous  to  large  number  of  farmers; 

'herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to 
xempt  from  seizure  all  first  quota  deliveries  up  to  the  amount  of 
3,00  worth  of  grain  per  acre  for  the  crop  year  commencing  August  1st, 

941. 

- 

bved  Sutherland,  Baker.  Carried, 

IIEGTION  OF  DIRECTORS,     The  slate  of  directors  was  approved  on  motion 
f  Priestley,  Beatt.  Carried, 

9  EUTTSRITES,  DOUKHOBORS  AND  MEI^JNONITES ( sup )   (covering  also  59  in  the 
rogram) . (U.F.A.  Board)  Resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  be  urged 
0  cancel  the  agreements  entered  into  with  the  Mennonites,  Hutterites 
nd  Doukhobors  giving  exemptions  from  military  service  to  members  of 
nese  brotherhoods,  such  cancellation  to  take  effect  twelve  months 
fter  the  passing  of  the  legislation  and  to  affect  every  person  born 
fter  that  date, 

nd  further  that  all  members  of  these  brotherhoods  now  living  in 
anada  be  required  to  take  their  full  share  in  non-combative  war 
ervices. 

bved  Sutherland  and  seconded.  Carried, 

D  Sup.     CAR  INSURANCE. (Stavely  U.F.A.  Local  No.  115)  V/hereas,  in  view 
f  the  many  car  accidents  on  the  highway  and  so  many  car  ovmers  not 
Bing  financially  able  to  pay  damages; 

berefore,  we  ask  the  government  to  investigate  a  plan  of  insurance 
hereby  each  car  ov/ner  pays  a  sum  towards  his  protection  each  year 
hen  he  gets  his  license  plates. 


3ved.    Seconded  Beatt  and  carried. 
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L7  Sup.  HOME  FOR  ELDERLY  PEOPLE  (Horse  Hill  Local  No.  131)  iVhereas, 
m,  the  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta,  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when 
:here  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  residence  which  is  really  a  home  and  not 
just  a  shelter,  be  provided  for  elderly  people; 

therefore,  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  take  steps  in  this 
lirection. 

foved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

.8.  Sup.  WESTERN  FARM  LEADER  (Kerndale  U.F.A.  Local  No.  775)  V/hereas, 
•,he  Alberta  l^eat  Pool  does  not  own  its  own  press  and  is  dependent  on 
ither  sources  for  publicity  and  the  conveyance  of  information  to  its 
lembers,  and 

fhereas,  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  under  the  direction  of  Ifr.  and  Mrs. 
orman  Smith,  is  performing  a  very  useful  service  to  the  farmers  of 
Iberta ; 

Tierefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  recommend  to  the  Alberta  VTheat  Pool 
hat  they  show  their  appreciation  of  the  service  rendered  by  the 
astern  Farm  Leader,  by  the  payment  of  a  year*s  subscription  to  the 
astern  Farm  Leader  for  each  bona-fide  member  of  the  Alberta.V/heat 
ool. 

•bved  H.  E.  Spencer  and  seconded, 
I 

bved  in  amendment  to  delete  the  third  paragraph  and  substitute  "and 
rge  every  farmer  to  subscribe  to  the  Western  Farm  Leader",  No 
econder, 

oved  Priestley  that  same  be  tabled.    Seconded  and  carried. 

^'l  (Sup.)  WHEAT  FOR  CHINA  (U.F.A.  Board)  Whereas,  there  are  held  in 
anada  vast  stores  of  v\;heat  which  are  a  problem  insofar  as  storage 
acilities  are  concerned,  and 

hereas,  the  Chinese  people  in  their  defence  of  their  freedom  against 
egression  have  endured  the  greatest  human  suffering  in  modern  history 
rid 

hereas,  their  heroic  defence  has  had  a  very  marked  effect  on  the 
perations  of  the  Axis  powers,  and 

tiereas,  wheat  can  be  transported  across  the  Pacific  Ocean  at  the 
resent  time  in  comparative  safety; 

herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Canadian  Government  to  make 
iitright  gifts  of  such  quantities  of  wheat  to  the  Chinese  Government 
?  can  be  transported  on  the  Burma  Road. 

Dved  Sutherland  and  seconded.     Carried  unanimously, 

bved  Beatt  that  we  adjourn  until  7:30.     Seconded  and  carried. 

i 
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FRIDAY  EVENING 

Hugh  Allen  in  the  chair. 

/IM/lLGAmTION  OF  U.F.A.  AND  U.F,C.   (Alta.  Section)  Mr.  Gardiner  reported 
on  meetings  v/hich  committees  of  the  two  bodies  had  held  in  this  con- 
nection.   He  said  that  a  friendly  spirit  had  been  displayed  on  both 
sides  and  there  was  a  keen  desire  to  amalgamate, 

ybved  Beatt  that  the  report  be  adopted.     Seconded  and  carried, 

S.  U.F.A.  AND  U.F.C,   (Alta.  Section)  McCafferty  U.F.A.  Local  No.  415, 
itoereas,  the  U,F.A.  and  U.F,C,   (Alta.  Section)  are  competitive  in 
their  activities  in  organizing  the  farmers,  and 

^ereas,  they  have  similar  aims  to  help  improve  conditions,  and 

Vhereas,  such  competition  is  costly  and  unnecessary; 

therefore  be  it  resolved, ' that  every  effort  be  made  to  bring  about 
amalgamation  of  these  two  farmer  movements. 

||lbved  Duby,  Antonson. 

foved  in  amendment  McBride,  that  we  add  "under  any  name  suitable  to 
)oth  organizations  and  that  the  possibility  of  a  joint  convention 
lext  year  be  investigated."  Seconded. 

jimendment  lost, 

toved  in  amendment  Hennig  to  delete  the  last  clause  beginning  with 
|he  word  "every"  and  substituting  the  words  "that  the  board  be  instructed 
|o  continue  their  efforts  to  bring  about  an  amalgamation  of  these  two 
jirganizations  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible."    Seconded  Colvin, 

pendment  carried. 

I^esolution  as  amended  carried, 

pved  McManus  that  speakers  be  limited  to  three  minutes.  Seconded, 
jlrevious  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Iddins,    Seconded  and  carried, 
fotion  carried, 

I'RATBRNAL  DELEGATES.     Fraternal  delegates  were  heard  from  the  following 
irganizations  - 

i'NITED  GRAIN  GROVIERS  -  Snow  Sears  of  Nanton. 

f.F.C.   (Alta,  Section)  -  Mr.  Logan  and  I.Ir.  McGowan,  president, 
I.F.A.  Letter  read  from  Mr.  Rhodes  who  had  been  unable  to  stay  over. 
ItAKITOBA  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURE  -  Letter  read  from  the  secretary, 
llberta  vVheat  Pool  -  Tfr.  Ben  Plumer, 

tioved  Priestley  that  we  send  to  Mr.  Law  from  this  convention  our 
egret  at  his  illness  and  best  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery, 
leconded  and  carried. 
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45  FEDERAL  GOVERmiSNT  TREATMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  (Hillside  Local  U.F.A. ) 
jiniereas,  the  position  of  the  Canadian  fariner  is  steadily  growing  worse, 
and 

iVhereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  aggravated  the  seriousness  of  this 
situation  by  setting  prices  for  wheat,  butter,  cheese  and  bscon  which 
are  entirely  insufficient  and  which  bear  no  relationship  to  the  costs 
Df  production  ,  and 

Vhereas,   in  the  negotiation  of  these  prices  the  producers  and  their 
organizations  were  ignored  and  neither  consulted  nor  considered,  while 
Dn  the  other  hand  the  business  interests  of  Canada  are  receiving  the 
aost  tender  consideration; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  protest  to  the  Federal  Government 
igainst  the  unjust  and  discriminatory  treatment  accorded  agriculture 
inder  war  conditions.    Vve  urge  and  demand  the  following: - 

L,  Adoption  of  the  principle  that  in  all  price  fixing  involving 
igricultural  products  the  price  shall  not  be  less  than  the  average 
;ost  of  production  or  a  parity  price. 

3,  The  immediate  revision  in  accordance  with  this  principle  of  all 
)rices  at  present  fixed  or  arranged. 

5,  Producers*  organizations  to  be  consulted  before  prices  are  set 
[)r  changed. 

\,  Representation  of  the  producers  by  representatives  of  their  own 
ithoice  on  all  such  bodies  as^  the  VVheat  Board,  Bacon  Board,  etc. 

Ibved  Young.    Seconded  and  carried. 

ASTERN  FARM  LEADER    Ivbved  H.  E.  Spencer  that  we  take  off  the  table 
he  matter  of  the  lAnsSTERN  FARM  LE/iDER.     Seconded  Colvin  and  carried. 

^.  Spencer  moved  a  substitute  motion. 

Whereas,  the  'Vestern  Farm  Leader  (under  the  direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
(orman  Smith)  is  performing  a  very  useful  purpose  to  the  farmers  of 
jilberta,  and 

Ihereas,  it  is  imperative  that  the  farmers  have  an  effective  means  of 
ipression  for  their  various  commercial  and  educational  organizations, 

herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  all  farmer  commercial  organ- 
izations in  the  Province  to  give  every  support  and  encouragement  to 
ihe  Western  Farm  Leader  by  all  possible  means,  including  bulk  sub- 
joriptions  or  advertising. 

ieconded.  Carried. 

i4.  Sun.  C.B.C.   (Board  Resolution)  Whereas,  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
lorporation  is  a  nationally  owned  and  controlled  utility,  and 

hereas,   if  this  corporation  is  to  give  the  Canadian  people  national 
ervice  in  the  truest  possible  sense  of  the  term  it  is  the  respons- 
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ibility  of  all  organized  bodies  of  public  opinion  in  the  Dominion 

to  express  viewpoints  as  to  its  administration,  operation  and  policy; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  wish  to  convey  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 
our  appreciation  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Corporation.  Partic- 
ularly do  we  express  our  whole-hearted  approval  of  the  policy  of  a 
more  united  Canada  by  a  greater  realization  of  the  economic  problems 
affecting  widely  separated  areas  of  this  Dominion,  and  further  do  we 
appreciate  the  effort  of  the  Corporation  towards  bringing  into  actual 
reality  the  good  neighbor  policy  of  President  Roosevelt,    Vve  also 
wish  to  indicate  our  approval  of  the  noon  half  hour  of  market  infor- 
mation and  nev7s  of  general  interest  to  farmers,  put  on  from  Winnipeg. 

For  the  future  we  suggest  to  the  Corporation  and  the  Dominion 
government : 

L.  That  one  or  possibly  two  of  the  highest  powered  short-wave  radio 
stations  be  erected  and  operated  in  Canada  to  broadcast  in  the  leading 
Languages  of  the  two  hemispheres  a  message  of  democracy,  trade  and  good- 
vill.    During  this  war  period  this  is  even  more  necessary  than  before. 

3.  V/e  suggest  that  even  more  can  be  done  in  the  interests  of  Canadian 
inity  by  giving  more  time  on  the  air  to  the  vrorking  people  and  the 
"armers  of  both  East  and  V/est  to  the  end  that  this  line  of  contention 
)e  eliminated  by  a  better  understanding  of  each  other *s  problems, 

5.  Vv'e  suggest  much  more  time  be  given  to  the  problem  of  bringing  into 
;loser  relationships  the  common  viewpoints  of  the  v/orking  people  and 
'armers  of  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

t,  \"e  suggest  that  as  the  farmers  are  such  a  large  part  of  the  economic 
-ife  of  the  Dominion  that  the  farmers*  primary  economic  organizations 
)e  given  proper  and  adequate  representation  on  the  Board  of  Governors 
)f  the  C.B.C. 

).  YIe  suggest  that  at  least  some  of  the  present  wartime  restrictions 
)e  removed,  such  as  the  ban  on  broadcasting  of  addresses  from  public 
leetings . 

).  We  suggest  a  greater  use  of  the  radio  in  public  discussion  of  the 
.mportant  economic  and  social  problems. 

'.  V/e  suggest  more  use  of  the  radio  in  dissemination  of  information 
|in  public  health  matters,  particularly  in  the  preventive  field,  and 

^l^the^  be  it  resolved,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
'rime  Minister  Mackenzie  King,  Hon.  ¥t.  Howe,  Canadian  Broadcasting 
I'Orporation  and  the  three  radio  systems  of  the  United  States. 

ifoved  Sutnerland,  Beatt.  Carried. 

il.  Sup.  INTERNATIONAL  HIGmVAY  (U.F.A,  Board)  ^ereas,  it  is  becoming 
tvident  that  the  construction  of  an  International  Highway  through 
/anada  between  the  United  States  and  Alaska  is  necessary  both  for 
iommercial  and  defence  purposes,  and 
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Whereas,  such  a  highway  should  be  constructed  in  the  interest  of  the 
most  satisfactory  service  to  both  countries  and  not  on  the  basis  of  any 
local  demand; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  suggest  to  our  Dominion  Government  that  they  give  every  assis- 
ance  and  co-operate  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  in  this  project 
with  the  United  States,  and 

Further  do  we  suggest  that  the  construction  of  such  a  road  through 
/llberta  would  have  the  following  advantages: 

1,  Greater  security  from  aeroplane  attack  from  the  West. 

2.  Much  easier  to  maintain  traffic  in  the  case  of  attack  than  a  road 
located  in  a  very  mountainous  country  where  a  diversion  is  difficult 
Dr  impossible. 

5.  Ease  of  maintenance  especially  during  winter  and  spring  months. 

A,  Cheapness  of  construction  as  compared  with  mountain  construction, 

5.  Large  stretches  of  construction  already  completed  which  should 
form  at  least  the  base  for  such  a  highway. 

1\,  A  direct  and  shorter  route  between  the  central  industrial  and  oil 
)roducing  areas  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 

/loved,  seconded  and  carried, 

).  Sup,  U.F.A.  ORGANIZATION  CAMPAIGN  (Merna  Local  U.F.A.  )  V/hereas, 
it  a  time  when  all  institutions  social,  political  and  economic  are 
)eing  examined  and  questioned,   it  is  equally  necessary  to  consider 
'arm  organizations,  and 

/hereas,  it  is  apparent  from  results  that  farm  organizations  have 
lot  kept  pace,  first,  with  radio  and  its  power  to  influence  trends 
•f  thought  thereby  depriving  locals  of  much  of  their  interest. 

lecond,  the  automobile  with  its  ability  to  expand  the  limits  of 
communities,  and 

'bird,  the  trend  in  much  of  Alberta  toward  larger  farm  units,  and 

Tiereas,  agricultural  thought  and  ideals  could  be  more  effectively 
eveloped  and  crystalized  in  district  or  constituency  conventions 
han  by  a  few  scattered  weak  locals; 

'herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  should  organize  locals  by  a  canvass 
n  every  community  and  an  important  part  of  the  duty  of  these  locals 
hould  be  to  see  they  are  represented  at  the  quarterly  district  or 
onstituency  conventions,  and 

e  it  further  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
reft  a  plan  for  organization  work  that  shall,  first,  put  a  greater 
here  of '  the  responsibility  of  developing  ideals  and  policies  on 
istrict  or  constituency  conventions,  and 
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Second,  that  we  greatly  expand  our  radio  campaign  from  Central  Office. 
Moved  Colvin,  Andrews.  Carried. 

ijVHEAT  resolution.  On  point  of  privilege,  l^lr.  Cameron  asked  v/hat  the 
action  of  the  convention  had  been  in  regard  to  the  wheat  question  as 
some  of  the  delegates  did  not  seem  to  be  clear  on  that  point. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  question  be  reconsidered.  Carried. 

Explanation  was  given. 

Ivloved  Lane,  Baker  that  the  matter  be  closed  and  we  continue  with  other 
business.  Carried. 

L04.  TRANSPORTATION  FOR  30LDISRS. (Wetaskiwin  Federal  Board)  V/hereas, 
considerable  expense  is  being  entailed  by  soldiers  in  training  on 
account  of  having  to  pay  half  fare  on  trains  and  buses  from  place  of 
training  to  their  homes  when  going  on  leave,  and 

Vhereas,  Members  of  Parliament  are  given  free  transportation  from 
their  Constituencies  to  Ottawa  and  return, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  petition  this  Government  to  grant 
"ree  transportation  to  all  soldiers  for  their  Christmas  and  final 
Leaves. 

JOTE:  This  resolution  was  endorsed  by  the  Camrose  Branch  of  the 
/anadian  Legion,  passed  unanimously. 

foved  Baker,  Seconded  and  carried. 

108  HOSPITAL  THllATI^NT  YO'd  DISCHARGED  SOLDIERS  (Returned  Men's  Section) 
3e  it  resolved,  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  men  discharged  from 
jhe  Canadian  Active  Service  Force  until  such  time  as  they  receive  re- 
aunerative  employment,  and 

ie  it  further  resolved,  that  men  undergoing  hospital  treatment  on 
iischarge  be  granted  such  treatment  at  the  Government's  expense  until 
^uch  time  as  they  are  fit  to  leave  the  hospital. 

loved,  seconded  and  carried. 

[09  PENSION  ACT  (Returned  Men's  Section)  Be  it  resolved  that  the 
tension  act  as  applicable  to  Canadian  Expeditionary  Force  be  made 
jipplicable  to  the  present  Canadian  Active  Service  Force. 

Ifoved .    Seconded  Baker  and  carried. 

151    VEGETABLE  OILS  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  we,  as  producers, 
i:eel  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  vegetable  oils  as  substitutes 
|*or  lard  and  butter  is  seriously  affecting  the  market  for  our  heavy 
jiogs,  etc.  ; 

iJe  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  discontinue  the  manufacture  and  sale 
)f  such  substitutes  until  the  markets  so  justify, 

foved  Sears  and  seconded.  Carried. 

L 


-31- 


_Q5  HEF0RT5  TO  LOGixLS  ( V/etaskiwin  Federal  Board),  -/hereas  we  feel  that 

;here  should  be  closer  contact  between  the  locals  and  Central  Office, 
md 

liereas  it  would  greatly  assist  in  the  keeping  of  the  records  of  the 

association  (U.F.A.)  both  in  the  local  and  in  the  Central  Office, 

'herefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  simple  form  of  annual  Report  and 

iiudit  be  devised  for  the  use  of  Local  Secretaries,  and 
le  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  be  amend- 
id  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  insisting  upon  the  making  out,  and 
•eading  at  the  annual  meeting  of  each  local,  such  Report  and  Audit, 
Liid  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  furnished  to  Head  Office. 

loved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

L  REPRESENTATION  AT  CQITVEHTION    Haultain  U.F.A.  Local  No.  843)  Re- 
lolved ,  that  all  farm  organizations  be  invited  to  have  representatives 
Present  at  the  Annual  Convention  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  United 
Agricultural  Front . 

bved  and  seconded. 

loved  in  amendment  that  we  strike  out  "representatives"  and  insert 
representative  visitors", 

bved  Beatt  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.     Seconded  and  carried. 

i02  BACON  FUI^ID  (V/etaskiwin  Federal  Board).     Be  it  resolved  that  the  fund 
reated  by  the  Bacon  Boards  v/ithholding  a  portion  of  the  price  received 
rem  the  British  Food  Ministry  and  from  other  sources  be  used  as  the 
Uscleus  of  a  system  of  publicly  owned  packing  plants. 


oved  I.Iacklin.  Seconded. 

oved  Church,  Beatt  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.  Carried, 

8  V/AR  SAVINGS  BONDS  (Lethbridge  Federal  C.  A.)     V/hereas,  many  farmers 
re  not  able  to  participate  in  our  war  effort  to  biiy  war  savings  stamps, 
nd  bonds,  and  cannot  do  so  because  of  the  V'/heat  Q,uota; 

e  it  resolved,  that  the  Government  take  a  certain  proportion  of  wheat 
'rom  each  farmer,  desiring  to  invest  his  production  in  v/ar  savings 
itamps  or  bonds. 

[oved  and  seconded.     Moved  to  table  Beatt.     Seconded  and  carried. 


m  MINISTER  OF  AGRICULTURE  covering  also  56-57.  Sup. 
jriffen  Creek  Local  U.F.A.    '//hereas,  the  problems  of  agriculture  are 
iO  great  and  so  serious  that  a  full-time  m-inister  of  Agriculture  is 
jssent  ial ; 

jherefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  our  Prime  Minister  to  ask  for 
jhe  resignation  of  Hon.  J.  G.  Gardiner  and  appoint  a  competent  full- 
lime  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

loved  Iddins.     Seconded  Nixon. 


♦ 
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,:oved  in  amendment  Mitchell  to  delete  the  words  "ask  for  the  resigna- 
tion of  Hon.  Tames  G.  Gardiner"  and  word  "competent".  Seconded. 
Carried . 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

^8  Sup.  SYSTEM  0?  GRAIN  PSmilTS  (Arbutus  Local  No.  1104)     V/hereas,  we 
ire  not  satisfied  that  the  present  system  of  grain  permits  is  satis- 
factory or  in  the  best  interest  of  the  farmers; 

Therefore,  we  ask  that  the  present  grain  permit  be  changed  so  that  v/e 
3an  sell  to  any  elevator  and  at  any  point. 

:oved  McBride  and  seconded. 

loved  Beatt  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.     Seconded  and  carried. 

57  3up.  KOG  RAISgRS  ASSOCIATION  (Greighton  U.F.A.  Local  No.  191) 
Resolved,  that  the  Hog  Raisers  Association  should  be  supported  by  the 
)roducers  and  that  sufficient  monies  be  deducted  from  the  sale  of 
logs  to  make  every  producer  a  member  of  the  association. 

^0.  mover. 

32.  Sup.  EXCHANGE  OF  17HSAT  FOR  FRUIT  (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A.)  '".liereas, 
nany  farmers  are  obliged  to  hold  large  quantities  of  wheat  in  storage, 
md 

hereas,  our  neighbors  in  British  Columbia  cannot  dispose  of  their 
'ruit,  and  the  prairie  farmers  could  use  much  of  it  if  money  were 
ivailable ; 

it  resolved,  that  some  system  of  exchange  be  worked  out,  and  that 
le  organize  to  make  contact  with  the  fruit  grov/ers*  association  to 
.^emove  the  barriers  imposed  by  the  governments  of  the  provinces  which 
)rohibit  this  interchange  at  present. 

-oved  Kacklin,  Beatt.     Motion  to  adopt  was  later  withdrawn. 

■6  SuD.  TAX  ON  GAS  covering  also  17,  6,  7  in  supl .   (Etzikom  U.F.  A. ) 
liereas,  the  price  received  by  the  farmer  for  his  produce  is  below 
-production  costs  thus  compelling  him  to  cut  his  costs  to  the  utmost, 
md 

■liereas,  the  Provincial  Government  has  shown  understanding  of  this 
problem  by  exempting  the  tax  on  gas  used  in  farm  tractors,  and 

1/hereas,  we  believe  farm  trucks  are  as  necessary  to  low  cost  produc- 
tion and  marketing  as  tractors; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government 
io  exempt  the  tax  on  gas  used  in  farm  trucks. 

jloved  and  seconded.  Lost. 

It 
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^3  Sup,  prairie  FARM  ASSISTANCE  ACT  (covering  also  19)     V/hereas,  much 
injustice  is  apparent  in  the  operation  cf  this  Act  as  at  present  con- 
stituted in  that  it  permits  a  few  farmers  in  a  qualifying  township  to 
larvest  good  crops  and  also  share  the  benefits  of  a  bonus  v/ith  their 
infortunate  neighbors  who  have  little  or  nothing,  while  at  the  same 
:ime  raising  the  average  yield  per  acre  so  that  the  needy  receive 
proportionately  less; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  inspection  in  future  be  on  an  indivi- 
dual basis  and  the  bonus  payment  be  made  accordingly. 

loved  Andrews,  Colvin. 

loved  Beatt  that  we  table  this  resolution.     No  seconder. 

vioved  Spencer  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors when  they  get  the  information.     Seconded.  Carried. 

54  Sup.  PRAIRE  FARM  ASSISTANCE  ACT  (Readymade  Local  U.F.A.)  ^'.^hereas, 
a  large  portion  of  farmers  and  all  irrigation  farmers  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces  may  never  receive  benefit  from  the  one  per  cent  Prairie  Farm 
Assistance  Act  tax,  and 

■/hereas,  hail  is  a  similar  hazard  to  drought; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Prairie  Farm  Assistance  Act  include 
lail  insurance, 

.loved  Andrews,  Schm!i)ltz  .  Carried. 

'  (X, 

50  Sup.   OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  (U.F.A.  Board)  !^^ereas,  thousands  of  persons 
in  Canada  upwards  of  sixty-five  years  of  age  have  no  means  of  support; 

'e  respectfully  petition  that  amendments  to  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Act 
je  introduced  at  the  next  session  of  Parliament  changing  the  eligible 
age  to  sixty-five  years,  and  to  simplify  the  regulations  in  accordance 
vith  suggestions  submitted  by  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Organizations;  and 
that  the  co-operation  of  all  provinces  be  immediately  sought  to  support 

his  amendm_ent . 

-oved  I.-cManus ,  Young.  Carried. 

36  Sup.  ALBERTA  FEDEfiATIQN  OF  ACRICULTURE  (U.F.A.  Board)     V/hereas,  it 
is  essential  in  the  interest  of  the  farmers  of  Canada  that  they  be  in 
a  position  to  speak  with  a  united  voice  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
jthe  agricultural  industry,  and 

iVlereas,  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  has  a  membership  coverin 
jill  Canada,  and 

f^liereas,  the  only  means  that  the  U.F.A.  has  of  becoming  a  member  of 
tllis  body  is  by  an  affiliation  with  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agri- 
pulture ; 

therefore  the  Board  recommends  that  the  U.F.A.  affiliate  v/ith  the 
[llberta  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

toved  Priestley,  Pye,and  carried. 


i 
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U  Sup.  DOMIFION  POLICY  (U.F.A.  Board)     V/hereas,  the  war  the  Empire 
md  our  Allies  are  now  waging  has  upset  the  eoonoraic  basis  of  V/e stern 
'anadian  agriculture,  restricting  markets,  driving  down  prices  by 
:'eason  of  overhanging  surpluses,  and  increasing  farm  operating  costs 
37  raising  the  price  of  labour  and  the  services  the  farm  family  must 
ise ;  end 

aereas ,  there  has  hitherto  appeared  to  be  a  lack  of  understanding 

f  these  elementary  facts  on  the  part  of  governing  authorities  result- 

■;ig  in  bargains  being  driven  and  policies  adopted  v/hich  are  not  just 

md  equitable  to  farmers,  and 

'hereas,  it  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  national  unity  and  effi- 
;iency  in  wartime  that  the  position  of  agriculture  be  guarded  and 
|,5iven  right  and  proper  place  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  and  Empire; 

'herefore  be  it  resolved: 

That  the  principle  of  equality  of  sacrifice  should  be  recognized 
||it  all  times,  and  v/ith  particular  reference  to  the  price  agreed  upon 
petween  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Canadian  Government, 
le  financial  stress  to  which  the  British  nation  is  being  subjected 
|)7  the  war  naturally  causes  their  governing  authorities  to  give 
^erious  consideration  to  price;  and  offerings  in  other  countries  must 
|'>e  taken  into  account  by  them;  but  that  is  no  justification  for  driv- 
.ng  down  price  levels  of  farm  commodities  on  the  domestic  market; 

V/here  farm  products  are  sold  to  the  British  Governm_ent  at  prices 
.round  or  below  cost  of  production  levels  or  maximum  prices  set  re- 
itricting  the  farmers  returns  provision  should  be  made  by  government 
lO  give  farmers  adequate  compensation; 


« 


:.  That  preparation  should  be  made  without  any  delay  to  ensure  ade- 
uate  financial  and  physical  facilities  for  the  handling  of  the  1941 
rop; 

That  the  Dominion  authorities  should  give  adequate  assistance  and 
irection  in  bringing  about  such  changes  in  farming  practices  as  are 
•equired  to  ensure  efficiency  according  to  modern  methods,  having  in 
lind  a  proper  standard  of  living  for  our  farm  people; 

:.    That  a  long  range  national  policy  be  instituted  designed  to  place 
'^'.riculture  on  a  parity  v/ith  other  industries  and  occupations  through- 
it  the  nation; 

.    That  the  principle  of  representation  of  the  farming  industry  through 
len  responsible  to  dem.ocratically  organized  farm  bodies  on  all  boards 
3t  up  by  the  government  dealing  with  national  policies  affecting  farm 
sople  be  recognized. 

Dved  Priestley,  Baker.  Carried. 

-  i:z:!vIB^RS!IIP  n:  TI^  CRG^iFIZ.^TIQN  (Haultain  U.E.A.  Local  842) 
-ifcreas,  our  economic  system,  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  centralized 
ower,  and 


"nereas,  under  such  a  unit  of  strength  our  democracy  cannot  carry- 
on  under  an  individual  policy,  and  therefore  all  walks  of  life  must 
unionize  in  all  industry  to  brinr<  about  the  necessary  changes- to  make 
'emocracy  function. 

-herefore  be ' it  resolved,   that  we  urge  every  producer  become  a  member 
if  his  organization 
'irst,  willingly  or 

'econdly,  to  be  made  compulsory  by  collection  of  membership  fee  from 
sales  of  Agricultural  goods  for  hi'S  own  protection. 

bved  Sears,  Baker. 

Coved  in  amendment  to  delete  the  last  three  lines.    Seconded  Lane, 
.mendment  carried  . 

'.esolution  as  amended  carried. 

17  Sup.  TAX  ON  FUEL  (Hillside  Local  U.F.A.)     Whereas,  the  Alberta 
Government  has  nov/  adopted  the  system  of  coloring  all  tractor  fuel 
.hich  is  available  at  the  reduced  rate ,  and 

'hereas,  as  this  system  does  away  with  the  expense  of  coupons,  rebates, 
8tc. ,  there  is  now  no  justification  whatever  for  the  retention  of  the 
tax  of  one  cent  per  gallon; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  urge  the  Provincial 
Government  to  take  immediate  action  to  abolish  the  tax  on  fuel  oil  and 
gasoline  for  agricultural  and  industrial  purposes. 

loved  and  seconded  V.Tieatley. 

loved  Sutherland  that  same  be  referred  to  the  Board  and  Executive  for 
further  action  when  the  Government  action  is  known.     Seconded.  Carried. 

POOL  PATE    Mr.  Ward  reported  for  the  Credentials  Committee  that  207 
delegates  had  registered  and  that  the  pool  rate  had  been  set  at  $11.00. 

'oved  v:ard .  Beatt  that  this  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

"OTZ  OF  THANKS    Resolved  that  this,  the  Thirty-Third  Convention  of  the 
'nited  Farmers  of  Alberta  express  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corpora- 
Lion  our  thanks  for  the  service  given  on  the  half  hour  on  the  Western 
'etwork  of  the  CBC .     We  are  appreciative  of  the  courtesy  and  ability 
)f  Mr.  C.  P.  V/right  v;ho  assisted  us. 

iQ  express  our  keen  regret  that  legal  complications  prevented  our  get- 
IjBing  this  program  over  to  the  United  States. 

'e  further  express  the  hope  that  conditions  will  be  such  as  will  enable 
IS  to  have  a  long  period  of  time,  and  on  the  National  Network,  for  the 
L942  Good  Will  Broadcast. 

'esolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United  Farm.ers  of  Alberta  express 
>o  the  Daily,  weekly,  semi-monthly  and  monthly  publications  of  Western 
-anada,  and  North  Western  United  States  our  sincere  appreciation  for 
:he  splendid  publicity  given  the  U.F.A.  for  our  Good  IVill  broadcast  of 


Thursday,  January  23,  and  p  similar  resolution  to  the  National  Broad- 
sasting  Company  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  that  this  Convention  express  to  the  Rgdio  Station  C7CN, 
Calgary,  and  Radio  Station  CFRN,  Edmonton,  our  sincere  appreciation 
and  thanks  for' the  courtesy  and  assistance  of  their  staffs  and  the 
splendid  service  those  tv/o  stations  have  given  in  puttirg  over  the 
J.F.A.  Good  '.'/ill  Broadcast. 

Ind  further  he  it  resolved  that  we  would  like  a  list  of  their  Gom- 
Tiercial  sponsors  whose  regular  periods  must  have  been  interfered  with 
luring  the  course  of  our  broadcast  in  order  that  v/e  may  express  to  such 
sponsors  our  thanks  for  their  courtesy. 

Resolved  that  this  Convention  express  its  appreciation  to  His  '"orship 
fclie  Iv''^ayor  of  Calgary,  the  City  of  Calgary,  to  the  clergymen  and  speak- 
3rs  who  have  addressed  us,  to  the  Press  and  Radio  for  their  publicity, 
io  the  U.F.A.  Staff,  and  the  management  of  this  Hotel,  and  to  all  others 
vho  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Convention. 

'eetirjg  adjourned  at  11:50. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING 
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Annual  Address  of  Robt.  Gardiner, 
President  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  once  more  my  privilege  to  extend  a  cordial  wel- 
come to  all  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this,  the 
Thirty-fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta.  The  continuation  and  recent  extension  of  the 
war  creates  many  serious  problems,  federal,  provincial 
and  local.  Every  phase  of  industry  has  been  affected  by 
the  war,  more  particularly  Agriculture.  During  this  con- 
vention, delegates  will  have  the  opportunity  and  respon- 
sibility of  determining  policies  calculated  to  meet  their 
problems.  May  I  express  the  hope  that  the  result  of  our 
joint  efforts  will  be  satisfactory. 

I  wish  at  this  point  to  extend  greetings  to  members  and 
friends  who  are  listening  in.  May  I  also  express  the  hope 
that  this  year  will  be  one  of  real  happiness  for  all. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  record  the  death  of 
many  of  our  members  during  the  year.  It  is  with  particular 
sorrow  that  we  record  the  death  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Wood,  for- 
mer president  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  Dr. 
Wood  was  the  fourth  president  of  our  organization  and 
held  office  for  over  fifteen  years.  During  these  years  the 
organization  achieved  its  greatest  success.  It  steadily 
grew  in  numerical  strength  until  in  1921  we  had  a  mem- 
bership of  37,721.  Its  greatest  success,  however,  was 
achieved  in  the  field  of  economic  and  social  improvement. 
Much  of  this  success  was  due  to  the  personality  and  wise 
leadership  of  Dr.  Wood.  We  also  have  to  record  the  death 
of  Mrs.  James  Speakman,  widow  of  Mr.  James  Speakman, 
the  third  president  of  our  organization.  The  organization 
experienced  a  great  loss  in  the  passing  of  Mrs.  F.  E.  Wy- 
man  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Wyman  was  Second  Vice- 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.  for  the  years  1924-1930  and 
Board  Director  for  Calgary  for  many  years.  Space  for- 
bids the  listing  of  the  names  of  others  prominent  in  our 
organization  who  have  passed  on  during  the  year.  These 
members  had  a  vision,  the  vision  of  a  world  wherein  econ- 
omic security  and  social  justice  would  prevail.  They 
chose  and  labored  through  our  Organization  to  achieve 
their  purpose.  We  express  to  the  families  of  these  and  all 
others  who  have  suffered  bereavement,  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy. 
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May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  services  rendered  during  the  year  by  Miss 
Birch,  our  secretary-treasurer,  and  also  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  at  Head  Office.  Their  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Organization  is  appreciated. 

There  are  some  important  questions  that  vitally  affect 
the  economic  stability  of  Agriculture.  Before  I  discuss 
some  of  these,  there  are  some  matters  of  importance  to 
our  Organization  to  which  I  v^^ish  to  draw  your  attention. 
We  have  had  an  increase  of  approximately  2000  in  mem- 
bership for  the  last  year.  Dues  for  1941  are  still  coming 
in,  therefore  we  may  expect  a  further  increase  in  members 
before  the  books  are  finally  closed  for  the  year.  This  is 
the  largest  increase  in  members  we  have  had  for  some 
years,  but  having  regard  to  the  serious  economic  condi- 
tions that  confront  the  farmer,  we  would  have  been  justi- 
fied in  expecting  a  much  larger  increase.  I  sincerely 
believe  that  we  can  find  a  solution  to  all  our  farm  problems 
if  we,  as  producers  of  real  wealth,  recognize  that  competi- 
tion as  we  have  practised  it  in  the  past  means  economic 
suicide  for  our  industry.  Until  such  time  as  farmers  are 
willing  to  confront  their  problems  without  hesitation,  and 
organize  in  sufficient  numbers  for  their  protection.  Agri- 
culture will  continue  to  be  the  forgotten  industry. 

The  financial  statement  for  the  past  year  will  be  placed 
before  you  for  consideration.  The  statement  shows  that 
we  ended  the  year  with  a  better  surplus  than  for  many 
years.  This  was  due  largely  to  increased  membership  and 
to  keeping  our  expenditures  to  about  the  same  as  the 
previous  year.  The  bulk  of  our  income  is  derived  from 
members'  dues,  therefore  we  are  never  in  a  position  to 
know  exactly  how  much  money  we  may  have  to  provide 
services  to  our  members  and  locals.  Having  regard  to  the 
serious  reduction  in  the  price  of  farm,  products  for  the 
last  ten  years,  your  Central  Board  has  exercised  great 
care  in  controlling  expenditures  when  budgetting  for  the 
ensuing  year's  services.  A  substantial  increase  in  mem- 
bership would  provide  more  funds,  and  in  turn.  Central 
Office  could  give  more  and  better  service.  Please  remem- 
ber that  the  services  Central  Office  can  render  are  largely 
determined  by  the  amount  of  money  provided  by  the 
members  of  our  organization. 

The  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Board 
will  be  submitted  to  this  convention  for  consideration. 
The  war  has,  if  anything,  made  it  a  little  harder  to  carry 
on  our  co-operative  activities.  We  must,  however,  realize 
that  some  restrictions  are  necessary  in  order  to  achieve  a 


greater  concentration  on  our  war  effort.  The  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  has  rendered  excellent  service  to 
many  of  our  members.  May  v^e  hope  that  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  war  is  over,  that  the  Co-operative 
Board  may  once  more  be  in  a  position  to  plan  for  exten- 
sions in  order  that  more  of  our  members  may  secure  and 
enjoy  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  service.  May  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Board  and 
management  on  their  success  last  year.  The  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  has  been  operating  for  about  ten  years  under 
the  present  set  up.  The  Co-operative  Board  used  Central 
Office  staff  and  funds  to  develop  the  enterprise  until  such 
time  as  it  was  strong  enough  financially  to  operate  without 
further  assistance  from  Central.  No  capital  was  secured 
through  the  sale  of  shares,  therefore  the  assets  of  the 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  are  owned  by  the  members 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  The  enterprise  is  now 
in  a  very  strong  position.  This  will  permit  of  very  rapid 
development  when  conditions  become  more  stable.  In  the 
meantime,  let  us  use  the  available  facilities  to  the  greatest 
extent  possible. 

Agriculture 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement 
in  agricultural  conditions.  This  is  due  to  an  increase  in 
the  price  of  the  main  farm  commodities  produced  in  the 
province,  with  the  exception  of  wheat.  The  increase  in 
prices  has  to  a  marked  degree  been  offset  by  the  increase 
in  the  price  of  the  goods  and  services  the  farmer  must  buy. 
The  disparity  of  prices  between  what  the  farmer  produces 
and  what  he  must  purchase  is  still  so  great  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  chance  of  him  enjoying  even  a  slight 
measure  of  prosperity.  The  farmer  continues  in  business 
because  he  is  apparently  willing  and  does  accept,  a  lower 
standard  of  living  than  he  is  entitled  to.  Having  regard 
to  the  importance  of  the  farmers'  contribution  to  the  wel- 
fare of  society,  it  strains  your  imagination  when  you  en- 
deavor to  contemplate  why  the  farmer  continues  to  endure 
such  an  injustice.  We  import  some  agricultural  products, 
but  these  imports  are  mostly  of  a  kind  not  produced  in 
Canada.  The  farmer  produces  the  greater  portion  of  the 
food  consumed  in  this  country,  and  receives  a  beggarly 
return  for  his  eft'orts.  Food  is  the  first  essential  to  the 
retention  of  life  in  the  human  body.  Without  food  life 
would  disappear.  Comparisons  are  supposed  to  be  odious, 
but  sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  make  comparisons.  Com- 
pare the  treatment  received  by  the  farmer  by  way  of 
compensation  for  the  valuable  service  that  he  renders  in 
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producing  the  food  necessary  to  sustain  life  and  the  com- 
pensation received  by  those  who  provide  what  may  be 
termed  as  non-essentials.  In  the  case  af  the  farmer,  he 
receives  on  the  average  little  better  than  a  bare  existence, 
while  those  who  produce  non-essentials  may  make  mil- 
lions. It  is  a  grossly  unfair  condition,  and  would  not  be 
tolerated  in  any  society  where  equity  was  the  guiding 
principle.  Everything  produced  on  the  farm  is  new  wealth, 
wrung  from  the  soil  by  the  labor  of  the  farmer,  aided  by 
what  machinery  he  has  at  his  command.  It  has  been  said 
on  many  previous  occasions  that  Agriculture  is  our  basic 
industry.  It  is  well  for  us  to  remember  that  Agriculture  is 
the  foundation  for  all  other  industries,  and  in  the  interests 
of  industry  as  a  whole  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  solid  found- 
ation. This  solid  foundation  can  be  secured  by  seeing  to 
it  that  the  farmer  receives  proper  recompense  for  what  he 
produces,  in  order  that  the  industry  of  Agriculture  will 
be  placed  in  a  prosperous  position. 

It  has  often  been  stated  that  the  reason  that  agriculture 
is  not  prosperous  is  because  we  produce  so  much  that  the 
surplus  has  to  be  sold  in  the  world's  markets  in  competi- 
tion with  the  surplus  of  other  countries,  and  at  ruinous 
prices.  The  important  point,  however,  is  that  the  price 
received  for  the  surplus  exported  determines  the  price 
which  the  home  consumer  pays.  I  wish  to  place  on  record 
for  your  information  some  figures  showing  the  percentage 
of  farm  products  exported  in  relation  to  percentage  con- 
sumed at  home.  It  is  important  to  have  these  figures 
available.  These  figures  were  secured  about  1933  when 
the  prices  of  farm  products  were  at  their  lowest.  They 
have  no  relation  to  the  prices  of  farm  products  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war. 

"Percentage  of  Total  Production  Consumed  in  Canada" 
Eggs,  99.8;  sheep  and  lamb,  99.4;  butter,  98.9;  poultry, 
98.3  ;  cattle  and  beef,  97.3 ;  potatoes,  96.9  ;  hogs  and  pork, 
95.4;  oats,  94.1  and  barley,  88.2.  If,  as  is  claimed,  supply 
and  demand  are  the  important  factors  in  determining 
price,  if  you  study  these  figures  you  will  readily  realize 
what  a  great  difference  an  exceedingly  small  surplus  may 
make  in  the  price  of  a  farm  product.  For  example,  in  the 
case  of  eggs,  99.8  was  consumed  in  Canada,  leaving  .2, 
or  in  other  words,  one-fifth  of  one  percent,  for  export. 
At  the  time  these  figures  were  secured,  eggs  were  selling 
in  the  district  in  which  my  farm  is  located  at  four  cents 
per  dozen;  indeed,  I  heard  of  cases  where  they  were  sold 
for  as  low  as  four  dozen  for  ten  cents.  One  other  example 
will  suffice  for  our  purpose.  These  particulars  were  se- 
cured just  before  the  Ottawa  Agreement  with  Great 
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Britain  was  signed.  At  that  time  we  consumed  95.4  per 
cent  of  the  hogs  produced  in  Canada,  leaving  4.6  for  ex- 
port. The  price  of  hogs  at  this  time  was  less  than  three 
dollars  per  hundred  for  bacons.  After  the  signing  of  the 
Ottawa  Agreement,  the  price  of  hogs  gradually  rose  until 
it  reached  the  neighborhood  of  eight  dollars  per  hundred. 
At  this  time  every  other  farm  product  was  being  sold  at 
a  price  that  was  below  the  cost  of  production.  The  explan- 
ation is  that  Canadian  bacon  was  being  sold  in  a  sheltered 
market.  There  was  a  duty  on  bacon  entering  Great 
Britain  from  non-Empire  countries,  and  because  Canadian 
bacon  was  not  subject  to  the  competition  of  the  world's 
surplus  bacon,  the  price  of  the  hogs  from  which  our  export 
bacon  was  processed  rose  as  already  indicated.  War  con- 
ditions have  changed  the  picture  somewhat.  Much  of  our 
surplus  of  farm  products  is  being  exported  to  Great  Britain 
at  prices  agreed  upon  by  representatives  of  Canada  and 
the  British  Food  Ministry.  If  these  prices  fail  to  meet  the 
increased  cost  of  production,  then  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
our  representatives  to  secure  an  adequate  price  for  these 
supplies;  otherwise  there  is  a  danger  that  the  production 
will  decrease.  I  am  sure  that  the  farmers  of  Canada 
desire  to  produce  to  the  greatest  extent  that  their  plant 
and  equipment  will  permit,  but  they  cannot  produce 
efficiently  or  to  capacity  unless  they  receive  sufficient  in 
return  to  meet  production  costs.  Industry  has  been  guar- 
anteed production  costs  plus  a  profit.  Labor  will  receive 
adequate  wages  plus  a  cost  of  living  bonus.  Please  note 
that  for  7  out  of  the  9  products  the  surplus  available  for 
export  was  less  than  5  per  cent.  These  small  surpluses 
were  sufficient  to  break  the  price  in  the  home  market  to 
a  point  where  the  farmer  lost  heavily.  In  placing  these 
figures  on  record,  the  purpose  I  had  in  mind  was  to  have 
them  readily  available.  Turn  these  figures  over  in  your 
mind  occasionally,  and  when  the  time  comes,  as  it  will,  we 
may  through  study  be  in  a  position  to  meet  the  problem 
effectively.  While  the  war  continues,  we  must  see  to  it 
that  agriculture  is  reasonably  protected  in  regard  to  prices. 
No  industry  can  be  run  efficiently  so  long  as  prices  received 
are  out  of  line  with  production  costs. 

One  of  the  important  problems  now  facing  the  farmer 
is  the  shortage  of  experienced  farm  help.  Many  of  the 
farmers'  sons  and  other  farm  help  have  joined  one  of  the 
services.  Other  experienced  farm  help  are  leaving  the 
farms  for  a  job  in  industry.  The  main  reason  why  farm 
help  is  going  into  industry  is  because  of  better  wages  and 
shorter  hours.  The  farmer  cannot  pay  out  of  his  meagre 
returns  wages  sufficiently  high  to  retain  experienced  help 
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on  the  farm  in  competition  with  the  higher  wages  paid  by 
industry.  Without  experienced  help,  farm  production 
must  go  down.  The  Federal  Government  must  accept  the 
responsibility.  It  must  decide  as  to  whether  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  up  farm  production  to  present  levels,  and  if  so, 
where  the  farmer  is  going  to  get  the  money  to  pay  the 
wages  high  enough  to  induce  farm  help  to  stay  on  the 
farm.  If  it  is  essential  to  keep  up  farm  production,  then 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  farmer  to  receive  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  farm  products  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay 
higher  wages.  We  may  just  as  well  serve  notice  on  the 
Federal  Government  that  if  they  must  have  farm  produc- 
tion kept  up  to  present  levels,  then  they  must  see  to  it  that 
the  farmer  has  the  money  necessary  to  pay  production 
costs. 

Parity 

The  word  "parity"  has  been  used  a  great  deal  in  re- 
cent times,  but  we  have  only  a  hazy  idea  of  its  definition. 
It  is  supposed  to  describe  a  condition  of  price  levels  that 
are  presumed  to  be  equitable.  The  word  has  been  used  a 
great  deal  recently,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
price  levels  of  agricultural  products  as  against  the  price 
levels  of  the  goods  and  services  that  the  farmer  must  pur- 
chase. I  have  made  quite  a  number  of  enquiries  of  people 
whom  I  have  heard  using  this  term  as  to  what  was  their 
definition  of  the  term  that  they  were  using,  but  unfortun- 
ately I  have  not  been  able  to  secure  any  satisfactory 
answer.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  problems  of  agri- 
culture are  too  important  for  us  to  get  into  the  habit  of 
using  vague  terms  which  may  in  the  end  get  us  nowhere. 

Quite  recently,  however,  I  have  on  two  occasions  come 
across  statements  which  do  to  some  extent  clarify  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "parity"  when  related  to  the  price 
of  agricultural  products  as  against  manufactured  goods 
and  services.  In  the  first  instance,  the  word  "parity"  was 
used  by  a  person  advocating  the  return  to  the  price  levels 
of  agricultural  products  as  against  other  goods  and  ser- 
vices between  the  years  1926  and  1929.  In  the  second 
case,  where  the  word  "parity"  was  used  in  a  more  definite 
form  was  by  a  Department  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. Their  definition  of  "parity"  is  as  follows:  "Parity 
is  construed  to  mean  that  price  which  gives  to  wheat 
a  purchasing  power  with  respect  to  articles  that  the  farm- 
ers buy,  equivalent  to  the  purchasing  power  of  wheat  in 
the  period  August  1909  to  July  1914."  This  is  the  clearest 
definition  that  I  have  come  across  of  what  is  meant  by 
parity,  and  in  this  case  it  applies  only  to  wheat.  The  same 


form,  however,  could  be  applied  to  any  other  agricultural 
product  using-  the  same  period  of  time.  In  the  periods  1909 
to  1914  and  1926  to  1929,  price  levels  of  all  commodities, 
including  agricultural  products,  were  on  a  much  different 
scale,  inasmuch  as  in  the  1926-29  period  they  were  much 
higher  than  in  the  former  period.  It  would  take  a  good 
deal  of  investigation,  even  by  those  who  are  in  a  position 
to  get  the  facts,  to  determine  in  which  of  those  two  periods 
the  farmers  were  in  a  position  to  be  most  prosperous  be- 
cause of  the  price  levels  of  agricultural  products  and  the 
price  levels  of  the  goods  and  services  which  they  must 
purchase.  Speaking  from  my  own  experience,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  period  1909  to  1914  was,  generally  speak- 
ing, a  more  prosperous  period  for  our  Western  farmers. 
While  the  prices  of  agricultural  products  were  not  as  high 
as  in  the  other  period,  yet  on  the  other  hand  the  prices  of 
manufactured  goods  were  also  much  lower. 

I  have  studied  this  question  of  periods  very  carefully, 
and  while  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we  had  price  levels  pre- 
vailing in  either  of  the  two  periods  that  I  have  mentioned, 
it  would  be  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  farmer,  yet  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  the  farmer  would  be  securing  justice. 
After  all  is  said  and  done,  it  costs  a  certain  amount  to 
produce  any  commodity,  irrespective  as  to  whether  that 
product  comes  from  the  farm  or  the  factory.  Industrialists 
would  not  be  content  to  charge  a  certain  price  for  their 
products  just  because  that  was  the  same  price  they  re- 
ceived at  some  past  period.  They  take  care  to  see  to  it  that 
they  get  the  actual  cost  of  producing  their  products,  mak- 
ing provision  for  every  item  that  can  be  legitimately 
charged  as  a  cost,  then  on  the  top  of  production  costs  they 
add  to  the  price  in  order  to  provide  themselves  with  a 
profit.  While  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we  had  the  price 
levels  prevailing  in  either  of  the  two  periods  which  have 
been  mentioned  it  would  improve  the  farmers'  economic 
position,  at  the  same  time  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  farmer 
would  even  then  be  securing  justice. 

I  have  an  abiding  faith  that  the  only  way  by  which  the 
farmer  can  secure  justice  is  by  receiving  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction for  all  that  he  produces.  It  would  be  important 
to  see  to  it  that  cost  of  production  included  all  the  items 
which  are  legitimate  costs  in  the  producing  of  any  farm 
products.  To  mention  only  a  few  of  these  would  include 
wages,  use  of  machinery,  taxes,  oils,  greases,  binder 
twine,  repairs,  and  similar  costs,  but  also  must  include 
reasonable  return  on  capital  invested  by  the  farmer  plus 
proper  remuneration  for  the  services  of  the  farmer  and 
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his  family  in  producing  these  agricultural  products.  If 
the  farmer  received  remuneration  on  the  basis  of  the  cost 
of  production,  he  would  not  have  to  worry  as  to  what  the 
price  of  labor  was,  nor  the  cost  of  his  machinery,  nor  any 
other  item  which  would  legitimately  enter  into  the  cost  of 
producing  farm  products.  If  the  price  of  any  of  these 
things  rose,  then  the  cost  of  producing  these  commodities 
would  rise  also,  and  the  farmer  would  be  reimbursed  for 
the  extra  cost. 

We  as  farmers  have  done  many  things  to  improve  our 
economic  position,  and  they  have  in  many  cases  proved 
very  successful,  but  having  regard  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  economic  changes  occur,  it  seems  to  be  impossible 
by  any  means  which  the  farmer  has  devised  up  to  the 
present  time  to  keep  up  with  these  rapidly  changing  econ- 
omic conditions.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  problems 
of  the  farmers  can  be  solved,  but  they  will  never  be  solved 
properly  until  the  farmer  is  assured  the  cost  of  producing 
farm  products. 

Debt  Adjustment  Act 

The  Debt  Adjustment  Act  of  Alberta  has  been  de- 
clared ultra  vires  by  the  Trial  Court  of  Alberta,  the  Appeal 
Court  of  Alberta,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  The 
decision  of  these  Courts  was  to  the  effect  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act,  as  the  Act  then  stood, 
were  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  of  Alberta  to 
enact  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  the  Legislature 
by  the  British  North  America  Act.  I  understand  that  the 
Provincial  Government  has  entered  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  against  these  decisions.  Therefore,  under 
the  circumstances  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  criticize  the 
decisions  of  the  Courts,  but  we  can  discuss  the  effect  that 
this  decision  may  have  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  people 
whom  this  Act  was  designed  to  serve. 

It  may  be  just  as  well  at  this  point  to  remember  the 
reasons  for  the  passing  of  this  type  of  legislation.  The 
Province  of  Alberta  was  the  first  province  in  Canada  to 
pass  Debt  Adjustment  legislation.  It,  however,  proved 
so  satisfactory  that  other  provinces  in  Canada,  particularly 
the  western  provinces,  followed  suit  with  similar  legisla- 
tion. The  need  for  this  legislation  arose  very  generally 
from  the  drought  conditions  experienced  by  the  farmers 
in  south-eastern  Alberta.  For  several  years  these  farmers 
had  been  subject  to  drought  conditions,  and  consequently 
they  were  not  in  a  position  to  meet  their  obligations 
through  the  sale  of  agricultural  products,  more  particu- 
larly grain.  When  this  legislation  was  fii'st  passed,  it  was 
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made  applicable  to  these  drought  areas  and  did  not  apply 
to  the  rest  of  the  province.  Later  it  was  found  necessary 
because  of  other  conditions  over  which  the  farmer  had 
no  control,  to  apply  the  legislation  to  the  whole  of  the 
province.  Later  again,  because  of  conditions  over  which 
the  people  had  no  control,  particularly  unemployment, 
it  was  applied  to  urban  centers  to  protect  the  home  owners 
where  these  home  owners  owed  money  on  their  property 
either  by  agreement  for  sale  or  because  of  a  mortgage. 
The  main  purpose  of  this  legislation  was  to  protect  debt- 
ors who  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  were  unable  to 
meet  their  debts.  Provision  was  made  for  the  operation 
of  the  Act  in  such  a  way  that  those  who  were  in  a  position 
to  pay  their  debts  would  not  receive  any  protection  under 
the  Act.  Provision  was  made  in  the  legislation  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  Board  to  which  the  debtor  could  make  appli- 
cation for  protection  in  case  they  were  being  sued  by  their 
creditors.  Both  the  debtor  and  the  creditor  had  the  pri- 
vilege of  appearing  before  this  Board  and  stating  their 
case.  The  Board  naturally  made  its  decision  upon  the 
evidence  produced  before  them.  In  the  event  of  the  Board 
issuing  an  order  protecting  the  debtor,  the  creditor  always 
had  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Court  against  the  decision 
of  the  Board.  It  was  only  a  short  time  before  this  legis- 
lation was  working  very  smoothly  and  the  debtors  realized 
that  provided  their  case  was  just  they  had  ample  protec- 
tion under  this  legislation,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the 
creditors  realized  that  only  those  who  had  just  cause  for 
protection  received  the  protection  of  the  Board.  As  time 
passed  it  was  found  that  some  amendments  were  necessary 
to  the  Act;  such  as,  for  instance,  priorities  that  must  be 
met  out  of  the  farmer's  income,  such  as  food  and  medical 
attention  for  the  family,  etc. 

So  long  as  the  Farmers'  Government  remained  in  pow- 
er, this  legislation  was  not  seriously  challenged  by  the 
debtor  classes  and  it  therefore  provided  reasonable  safety 
for  the  farms  and  homes  of  those  who  were  in  debt  and 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  were  unable  to  meet  pay- 
ments due.  Since  the  present  government  has  been  in 
power  they  have  made  quite  a  number  of  amendments  to 
this  legislation,  and  it  would  appear  from  the  decision  of 
the  Courts  that  they  overstepped  their  powers.  I  am  not 
making  this  statement  by  way  of  criticism  of  the  present 
government,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  the  government 
acted  in  good  faith  and  in  the  hope  that  such  amendments 
as  they  passed  to  this  Debt  Adjustment  Act  were  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  whom  it  was  designed  to  serve.  If 
the  Privy  Council  upholds  the  decision  of  the  Canadian 
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Courts,  the  result  will  be  that  the  debtor  farmers  will 
have  no  protection  from  their  creditors  except  the  Farm- 
ers' Creditors  Arrangement  Act,  which,  as  you  remember, 
is  a  Dominion  statute.  The  purposes  of  the  Debt  Adjust- 
ment Act  and  the  Farmers'  Creditors  Arrangement  Act 
were  quite  different,  inasmuch  as  the  Debt  Adjustment 
Act  had  for  its  purpose  the  protecting  of  the  debtor  farmer 
for  the  time  being,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Farmers' 
Creditors  Arrangement  Act  had  for  its  purpose  the  re- 
duction of  farm  debt  and  interest  charges. 

Having  regard  to  the  economic  position- which  Agricul- 
ture now  occupies,  more  particularly  in  regard  to  returns 
which  the  farmer  receives  for  the  products  of  his  toil,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  the  farmers  of  Alberta  need  legis- 
lation of  the  type  of  the  former  Debt  Adjustment  Act. 
The  Farmers'  Creditors  Arrangement  Act  is  very  suitable 
for  a  very  definite  purpose  which  I  have  already  outlined, 
but  we  need  legislation  similar  to  the  Debt  Adjustment 
Act  which  will  protect  the  farmer  until  such  time  as  he  can 
meet  his  obligations.  The  Debt  Adjustment  Act,  the 
Farmers'  Creditors  Arrangment  Act  and  similar  types  of 
legislation  are  made  necessary  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  farmer  does  not  receive  a  just  price  for  the  products  of 
their  labor.  If  the  farmers  were  receiving  a  proper  price 
for  what  they  produce  they  could  within  a  reasonable  time 
meet  their  obligations  in  full,  but  just  so  long  as  the  pre- 
sent condition  remains  whereby  the  farmer  is  producing 
much  of  his  products  at  a  loss,  protective  legislation  of 
this  type  is  absolutely  essential.  We  will  have  to  wait 
until  such  time  as  the  decision  of  the  Privy  Council  is 
made  known  and  in  the  event  of  it  upholding  the  decision 
of  the  Courts  in  Canada,  then  we  will  have  to  determine 
what  course  we  will  have  to  pursue  in  order  to  secure  some 
debt  protection  for  the  farm  people  of  this  province.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  re-enact  the  legislation  as  it  stood 
just  prior  to  the  present  government  coming  into  power. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  express  the  hope  that  the  farm 
people  of  Alberta  will  continue  to  support  all  efforts  neces- 
sary to  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  further, 
that  when  time  and  circumstances  permit,  to  give  con- 
sideration to  after  the  war  problems.  If  we  are  to  avoid 
periodic  outbreaks  of  war,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  a  new  social  order  based  upon  a  new 
vision  of  human  relationships,  where  co-operation  and 
peace  will  take  the  place  of  competition  and  strife. 
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Address  of  the  President  of  the  U.  F.  W.  A. 
Mrs.  Winifred  Ross,  Millet 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

Looking-  back  over  the  year,  I  feel  very  gratified  with 
the  progress  our  U.F.W.A.  organization  has  made.  For 
the  first  time  in  several  years  we  show  an  increase  in  mem- 
bership. Moreover,  I  think  there  has  never  been  a  time 
when  the  women  were  more  alive  to  our  economic  and 
social  problems  than  at  the  present  time,  realizing  that 
we  have  never  stood  in  greater  need  of  a  complete  mobil- 
ization of  our  economic,  intellectual  and  moral  forces  than 
now.  We  need  it  to  assist  us  in  winning  a  military  victory. 
We  need  it  to  assist  us  in  consolidating  that  victory  at  home 
in  terms  of  democracy  and  economic  security.  All  through 
the  years,  our  U.F.W.A.  has  concerned  itself  with  matters 
of  social  welfare.  Our  efforts  to  improve  the  home  life 
and  all  that  is  implied  in  that  phrase,  have  been  brought 
to  your  attention  at  every  U.F.A.  convention.  I  want  to 
say  again,  as  I  said  to  you  last  year,  that  our  struggle  for 
economic  security  in  the  home,  for  adequate  health  ser- 
vices available  to  every  citizen  and  for  equal  educational 
opportunity  for  every  child  and  youth  of  our  land  is  the 
more  necessary  as  the  war  goes  on. 

May  I  present  a  concrete  example  of  what  I  mean  with 
regard  to  health,  as  cited  in  an  article  in  Maclean's  Maga- 
zine of  November  1st  entitle  "Life  and  Death".  According 
to  this  article  the  city  of  Toronto  is  divided  into  areas 
which  in  some  cases  have  sharply  differentiated  income 
characteristics.  One  of  these  is  Moss  Park.  Thirty-five 
thousand  persons  live  in  Moss  Park.  The  average  income 
runs  from  low  to  less  than  low.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
income  scale  is  Yorkville,  which  includes  the  city's  two 
wealthiest  sections.  The  incomes  of  Yorkville's  hundred 
and  forty-five  thousand  residents  would  range  from 
medium  to  moderately  high  to  high.  The  contrast  between 
the  birth  and  death  rates  of  Yorkville  and  Moss  Park  is 
startling. 

Yorkville's  birth  rate  per  thousand  was  11.8;  Moss 
Park's  16.9. 

Yorkville's  death  rate  was  10.9 ;  Moss  Park's  16.3. 
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Yorkville's  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  living 
births  was  25.7 ;  Moss  Park's  58.6. 

Per  100,000,  Yorkville's  communicable  disease  death 
rate  v^as  1.4 ;  Moss  Park's  8.5. 

Yorkville's  tuberculosis  death  rate  was  14.4;  Moss 
Park's  59.4. 

Says  Maclean's,  "These  figures  tell  their  own  story." 

Indeed  they  tell  their  own  story  ....  of  inequality,  of 
bad  housing,  lack  of  proper  nutrition,  unhealthful  sur- 
roundings, disease  and  death.  Just  in  case  you  think.  "Oh, 
but  that's  in  Toronto,"  let  me  remind  you  that  in  a  survey 
carried  out  in  the  city  of  Edmonton  by  Dr.  George  Hunter, 
of  the  University  of  Alberta,  it  was  estimated  that  sixty  per 
cent  of  members  of  Edmonton's  average  families  are  not 
"adequately  fed"  ....  a  condition  due  partly  to  low  in- 
come and  partly  to  lack  of  knowledge  of  nutrition.  A  still 
further  example  of  the  health  problem,  this  time  in  rural 
Alberta,  is  evidenced  by  the  following  figures  obtained 
from  a  survey  made  in  a  recently  organized  Health  Dis- 
trict, where  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  school  children 
were  examined.  Of  these  13  suffered  from  defects  of  eyes, 
370  from  defects  of  vision,  34  from  defects  of  ears,  4  from 
defects  of  hearing,  679  from  defects  of  the  teeth,  516  from 
defects  of  tonsils,  477  from  malnutrition,  21  from  thyroid, 
10!  from  defects  of  the  heart  and  78  from  skin  affections. 

Would  it  be  too  much  to  ask  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment assume  leadership  in  a  national  health  education 
campaign,  calling  regular  conferences  with  the  provinces 
to  plan  carefully  specific  health  programmes  on  a  national 
scale.  The  present  system  under  which  we  have  nine 
different  health  plans  can  surely  be  improved  upon  in  the 
interest  of  our  war  efliort  and  of  Canada.  The  situation 
is  being  aggravated  by  the  absorption  of  doctors  and 
nurses  by  the  armed  forces  and  industry.  Incidentally,  we 
are  not  alone  in  facing  this  problem.  I  note  that  last  week 
representative  farm  women  of  the  U.S.A.  meeting  in  Chi- 
cago, asked  that  physicians  for  the  armed  forces  be  drawn 
largely  from  cities,  and  not  from  rural  communities,  which 
are  already  seriously  under-serviced.  They  urged  all  farm 
women  to  recognize  the  pending  shortage  and  to  fortify 
themselves  by  taking  current  training  in  home  nursing  and 
first  aid. 

In  our  democratic  system,  the  public  has  it  within  its 
power  to  see  that  national  welfare  is  achieved.  That  the 
public  cannot  depend  on  private  enterprises  to  watch  over 
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its  interests  is  evident.  For  example,  when  the  war  broke 
out  in  Canada,  the  insurance  companies  inserted  a  "war 
clause"  in  all  new  policies  sold,  whereby  if  the  insured 
were  killed  on  active  service,  his  beneficiaries  would  not 
receive  the  amount  of  his  insurance,  but  only  the  repay- 
ment of  premiums.  In  contrast  to  this,  in  the  United  States, 
when  the  Selective  Service  Act  was  introduced  in  October, 
1940,  the  trainees  and  all  the  enlisted  and  commissioned 
persons  in  the  U.S.  Army  were  offered  insurance  under  a 
socialized  scheme,  known  as  National  Service  Insurance, 
at  rates  much  lower  than  they  could  obtain  from  private 
insurance  companies. 

Coming  back  to  our  U.F.A.  organization,  one  of  the 
most  important  matter  to  come  before  this  convention  will 
be  the  consideration  of  amalgamation  with  the  United 
Farmers  of  Canada  (Alberta  Section).  I  should  like  to 
feel  that  we  farm  people  have  enough  intelligence  and 
common  sense  to  all  work  together.  If  we  cannot  work 
together  with  people  of  our  own  calling  who  are  really 
working  for  exactly  the  same  ends,  how  can  we  expect  to 
play  our  part  in  the  more  com.plex  society  to  build  a  new 
world  order?  There  was  a  time  when  agriculture  consti- 
tuted the  work  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Canada. 
That  time  has  gone.  We  must  accept  that  fact.  The  con- 
centration of  population  in  urban  centres  was  going  on 
steadily  even  before  the  war;  since  the  war  the  pace  has 
been  accelerated.  Canada  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the 
large  industrial  nations  of  the  world,  and  as  industrial- 
ization proceeds  the  need  for  elTective  farm  organization 
will  become  greater  and  greater.  Industry  is  highly  organ- 
ized, and  unless  we  too  have  an  effective  organization,  it 
will  be  m.ore  and  more  difficult  to  make  our  voices  heard 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Agriculture  today  faces  a  crisis.  While  the  general 
i  wholesale  price  index  of  the  Dominion  rose  14.8  points 
between  September  1939  and  September  1941,  farm  pro- 
ducts rose  only  9  points.  Wheat,  of  course,  has  kept  down 
the  average;  livestock  and  livestock  products  gained  17.8 
points  to  a  high  of  99.6  points,  or  close  to  the  1926  level 
]  which  is  taken  as  parity.  But  field  products  prices  rose 
only  3.7  points. 

Let  us  now  for  a  moment  look  further  afield.   It  is 
exactly  one  year  less  one  day  since  I  said  to  you  in  the 
'    words  of  Prime  Minister  Churchill,  "These  are  times  of 
great  danger  and  great  hopes — we  must  be  alive  to  the 
;    dangers  and  inspired  by  the  hopes."  That  was  the  period 
when  the  blitz  against  London  and  other  English  cities 
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was  at  its  height;  we  were  fighting  a  losing  battle  in  the 
Atlantic  with  many  times  as  many  ships  being  sunk  as 
could  be  replaced.  The  Soviet  Union  had  a  friendship  pact 
with  Germany  and  there  was  a  wide  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  United  States  on  the  matter  of  aid  for  Britain.  Can- 
ada and  the  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  starting 
from  scratch,  were  only  beginning  to  give  effective  aid. 
Britain  was  standing  virtually  alone. 

Swiftly  moving  events  of  the  past  year  present  to  us 
now  a  different  picture.  Early  in  the  past  year  we  had  the 
United  States  Lease-Lend  bill  making  available  to  England 
ships,  tanks,  munitions  and  supplies  of  all  kinds;  and  later 
the  determination  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  see 
that  the  goods  were  delivered,  finally  turned  the  tide  of 
the  Battle  of  the  Atlantic.  Then  came  Germany's  attack 
on  Russia  and  Russia's  magnificent  defence,  and  late  last 
year  came  Japan's  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  and  the  entry 
of  the  United  States  in  the  war. 

And  what  of  Canada?  What  part  has  Canada  Played? 
When  Canada  entered  the  war  in  1939,  she  had  only  a 
few  more  than  ten  thousand  officers  and  men  in  the  armed 
services,  including  air  force,  navy  and  army,  and  some 
sixty  thousand  men  in  the  militia  whose  training  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  in  a  summer  camp  and  a  few  evenings 
a  month  of  drill  scarcely  constituted  them  a  body  of 
trained  men  ready  to  take  over  in  a  crisis.  She  now  has 
five  infantry  divisions,  an  armoured  division,  an  infantry 
tank  brigade  and  corps  with  ancillary  troops  and  an 
armoured  division  in  England.  Her  reserve  army  now 
numbers  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men  including 
sixty-eight  thousand  who  have  reserved  compulsory  train- 
ing. In  addition  to  the  Canadian  Corps  in  Britain  and  the 
active  service  at  home,  defending  the  coasts  and  in  train- 
ing, Canadian  troops  have  served  as  garrison  troops  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  Iceland,  Newfoundland  and  Hong- 
kong. The  navy  has  grown  from  about  seventeen  hundred 
officers  and  ratings  and  thirteen  ships  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand officers  and  ratings  and  two  hundred  and  ninety 
ships,  including  thirteen  destroyers,  three  armed  merchant 
cruisers,  and  a  large  fleet  of  corvettes,  minesweepers  and 
smaller  craft.  However,  probably  Canada's  greatest  con- 
tribution has  been  the  Commonwealth  Air  Training  Plan. 
This  plan  takes  in  some  thirty-six  thousand  pupils  per  year 
and  turns  out  about  twenty-six  thousand  trained  flyers. 
When  the  network  of  airdromes  built  for  war  training  is 
added  to  the  air  facilities  of  the  United  States,  it  is  clear 
that  the  defensive  strength  of  this  continent  has  been 
immensely  increased. 
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While  this  is  all  very  creditable,  there  is  no  room  for 
complacency.  If  Canada  has  been  engaged  in  an  "all  out" 
effort  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  sudden  urge  to  a 
far  greater  effort  which  the  Government  now  tells  us  is 
so  necessary.  Has  the  truth  even  now  struck  deeply 
enough  to  ensure  the  waging  of  "total  war"?  Many 
phases  of  our  war  work  are  shrouded  in  mystery,  but 
while  we  are  being  urged  to  greater  nad  greater  war 
effort  in  the  way  of  ships  and  planes  and  guns  and  muni- 
tions, every  day  we  have  "business  as  usual"  over  the  radio 
with  the  sudsiest  suds,  the  easiest  wash,  the  thousand  and 
one  cures  for  the  ills  we  haven't  got,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
things  to  make  us  beautiful.  Surely  that  advertising  is 
very  costly  and  surely  to  produce  these  goods  takes 
material,  machinery,  mechanical  skill,  labor  and  time,  all 
of  which  are  so  badly  needed  in  the  war  effort. 

Now  we  have  the  announcement  by  Hon.  C.  G.  Power, 
Minister  for  Air,  that  henceforth  Canada  is  to  adopt  selec- 
tive service  under  the  authority  of  the  "Mobilization  Act", 
and  that  every  man  and  woman  within  certain  age  limits 
is  to  be  placed  where  he  or  she  will  render  the  most  effec- 
tive service.  The  National  Resources  Mobilization  Act 
was  passed  in  June  1940,  which  if  now  imperative  leaves 
the  Government  open  to  some  criticism  as  to  what  has  been 
done  in  the  meantime.  Since  industry,  natural  resources 
and  finance  are  quite  as  important  to  victory  as  soldiers 
in  the  field  or  men  and  women  in  factories,  there  muvst  be 
"selective  service"  in  the  industrial  and  economic  fields 
as  well  as  amongst  workers  and  soldiers.  If  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  will  mobilize  every  force,  material  and 
human,  for  victory,  without  profit  and  without  privilege 
to  any  person  or  any  corporation,  then  I  speak  for  myself, 
and  I  am  sure  I  speak  for  our  farm  women's  organization 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  President,  when  I  say 
that  we  v/elcome  selective  service.  But  if  the  Government 
is  to  select  men  only,  while  industry  is  allowed  to  make 
large  profits,  then  we  shall  emphatically  protest. 

In  closing  I  want  to  quote  Clark  M.  Eichelberger, 
writing  in  "Free  World".  The  words  are  simple  and 
would  appear  to  sum  up  my  own  feelings,  and  I  am  sure 
those  of  many  other  farm  women. 

Mr.  Eichelberger  says,  "I  expected  to  find  the  British 
courageous  and  determined  to  win  the  war.  Every  impres- 
sion was  confirmed.  But  one  new  impression  which  sur- 
prised me  was  the  degree  to  which  the  common  people  of 
Britain  are  sustained  in  the  fight  by  their  belief  in  a 
better  world  in  the  future.  In  the  most  heavily  bombed 
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district  in  London,  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  replied  to  me 
when  I  asked  about  unemployment  from  their  bombed 
factories.  'We  are  not  worried  about  that,  our  job  is  to 
win  the  war.  There  will  be  no  unemployment.  There  will 
be  a  new  London  and  a  new  Europe !' 

"The  next  peace,"  says  Mr.  Eichelberger,  "will  be 
written  not  simply  in  terms  of  political  settlements,  but 
the  new  peace  will  be  written  in  terms  of  housing,  jobs, 
raw  materials  and  social  justice  for  people  everywhere." 

Our  farm  women's  organization  can  be  made  one  of 
the  most  effective  channels  for  service  to  ourselves,  to  our 
community  and  to  the  nation,  if  we  each  only  play  our 
part. 


Address  of  Eugene  O'Neil,  Vice-President 
Junior  Branch 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  regret  very  much  that  our  President,  Mr.  George 
Thring,  is  unable  to  attend  this  Convention  and  address 
you  this  year,  but,  like  a  great  number  of  our  members, 
he  has  enlisted  with  the  Canadian  active  forces  and  is 
undergoing  military  training  that  does  not  permit  him  to 
be  present.  The  Junior  U.F.A.  suffers  a  great  loss  in  the 
absence  of  George  as  well  as  the  countless  other  members 
of  our  organization,  but  much  as  we  regret  their  absence, 
I  think  we  should  reproach  ourselves  more  for  the  fact 
that  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  away  and  that  they  forego 
the  privileges  and  opportunities  of  civilian  life  and  accept 
the  discipline  and  dangers  of  the  military  services. 

Much  has  been  said  by  radio,  newspaper,  and  in  fact 
by  every  means  of  communication,  about  the  duty  that  the 
young  men  owe  their  country  and  its  people,  the  duty  of 
service  and  sacrifice  without  question  or  hesitation.  Little, 
however,  has  been  said  of  the  duty  the  people  owe  their 
country  and  its  fighting  men.  They  owe  just  as  much,  and 
it  is  just  as  important.  The  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  are 
not  the  beginning  and  end  of  this  war.  The  beginning  was 
an  ideal,  an  ideal  which  we  call  democracy;  the  end  will 
be  that  ideal  safeguarded.  Not  that  democracy  is  some- 
thing entire  and  complete  that  we  have,  but  rather  it  is 
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a  feeling  of  goodwill  that  we  wish  to  develop  unmolested. 
It  cannot  be  defended  by  fighting  forces  alone.  They  only 
hold  back  those  who  would  destroy  it.  It  is  for  the  people 
to  safeguard  it  by  developing  it  and  making  it  in  the  eyes 
of  the  entire  world,  the  best  way  of  life.  That  means  an 
answer  must  be  found  for  those  perplexing  problems  of 
distribution,  employment,  income,  health,  education,  etc., 
that  have  caused  so  much  trouble  for  so  long.  People 
consider  it  their  privilege  to  assume  control  of  the  lives 
and  persons  of  those  men  who  constitute  the  fighting 
forces.  It  will  likewise  be  the  right  of  those  in  the  forces 
to  demand  an  accounting  of  what  has  been  done  at  home 
in  the  way  of  improving  that  way  of  life  which  we  consider 
worth  defending. 

It  would  be  a  big  job  to  go  into  a  full  discussion  of  what 
we  can  do,  but  I  would  like  to  point  out  some  of  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  co-operative  movement  in  helping  Canada 
along.  The  industrial  organization  of  Canada,  and,  in  fact, 
all  the  big  nations,  has  become  so  complex  that  I  shall  turn 
to  a  country  that  we  have  till  recently  considered  a  small 
nation,  but  which  is  playing  a  role  of  top  ranking  import- 
ance in  this  war,  namely,  China.  When  Japan  first  over- 
ran China,  the  first  parts  of  the  country  seized  by  the 
invaders  were  the  industrial  eastern  provinces.  This 
occupation  proved  to  be  a  lesser  blow  than  would  be 
expected,  for,  ahead  of  the  Japanese,  moved  the  machines 
from  the  factories.  Without  benefit  of  trains,  trucks  or 
even  roads,  the  Chinese  tied  parts  of  implements  onto 
their  backs  and  with  only  a  determination  to  win  in  their 
hearts,  they  began  to  move  their  factories  inland.  No  one 
knows  the  hardship  they  endured,  but  we  do  know  the 
result.  These  people  won  through.  Bit  by  bit  the  machines 
were  assembled  in  places  out  of  reach  of  the  invaders.  The 
colossal  task  of  moving  their  factories  was  completed. 

They  still  had  two  handicaps  which  we  in  Canada 
haven't  yet  experienced.  First,  they  had  no  host  of  banks, 
insurance  companies,  bond  houses  and  finance  corpora- 
tions between  the  government  and  the  factory  to  handle 
or  mishandle  contracts.  Second,  they  had  no  capitalist 
owners  to  chisel  their  wages  or  balk  unless  enough  profit 
was  realized.  They  had  only  workers,  raw  materials, 
factories  and  a  great  national  need.  Expenses,  by  mutual 
consent  of  the  workers,  were  kept  at  a  minimum  and  pro- 
duction was  turned  over  to  the  government  at  the  highest 
possible  rate.  These  earnest  democratic  Chinese  were 
using  two  democratic  co-operative  principles.  First,  they 
were  working  a  co-operative  business  wherein  all  workers 
shared  alike  from  the  products  of  their  labor.  Second, 
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they  were  employing  co-operative  distribution.  They  real- 
ized the  need  of  their  country  and  their  countrymen.  They 
sought  to  meet  that  need,  not  for  profit,  but  rather  because 
of  neighborliness  and  goodwill. 

With  the  achievements  made  through  co-operation  by 
countries  like  China,  Denmark,  Sweden  and  others  before 
us,  and  the  disaster  that  overtook  even  some  of  these 
through  lack  of  co-operation,  it  should  not  be  so  difficult 
to  shape  a  programme  that  will  be  an  improvement  over 
what  we  have  and  will  make  today's  sacrifices  worthwhile. 
As  we  consider  in  our  minds  the  position  the  co-operative 
movement  could  take  in  Canada  and  in  the  world,  it  seems 
we  are  hoping  too  much.  When  we  think  of  our  factories 
being  run  to  satisfy  needs  rather  than  for  profit,  then 
scarcity  of  consumer  goods  becomes  a  joke  and  a  long  step 
is  taken  toward  solving  unemployment.  Factories  run 
co-operatively  would  give  far  less  thought  to  profit  if  it 
were  the  member  of  the  co-operative  that  needed  the 
consumer  goods. 

To  confine  the  co-operative  movement  to  co-operative 
business  is  being  unfair  to  a  conception  of  life  that  enters 
every  phase  of  life.  Much  thought  has  been  given  to  a 
union  of  nations  and  the  realization  of  this  thought  is 
getting  closer  every  day.  No  finer  example  of  co-operation 
exists  than  that  shown  by  the  voluntary  banding  of  the 
Central  and  South  American  republics  with  the  United 
States  when  they  were  threatened  by  the  Axis.  That  was 
directly  the  result  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  co-operative,  or,  as 
he  calls  it,  good  neighbor  policy.  Compare  that  with  the 
attitude  displayed  by  the  European  countries  toward  each 
other.  They  remained  separate,  and  were  destroyed  one 
by  one.  The  close  co-operation  of  the  British  Empire  and 
the  United  States  is  opening  up  another  avenue  which,  if 
developed,  will  go  a  long  way  toward  preventing  a  recur- 
rence of  the  shameful  waste  of  human  lives  we  are 
experiencing  today. 

I  have  said  that  it  will  be  the  right  of  the  soldiers, 
sailors  and  airmen  to  ask  how  far  the  people  of  Canada 
have  developed  the  idea  of  democracy  which  they  were 
defending,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  have 
found  a  way  to  avoid  those  national  catastrophies  which 
we  endured  before  the  war  and  are  enduring  even  today. 
The  defence  of  Canada  is  being  carried  out  with  a  deter- 
mination to  do  or  be  destroyed.  If  one  quarter  of  that 
determination  were  shown  in  an  effort  to  preserve  good- 
will and  fair  play  after  the  war,  then  much  could  be  done. 
There  is  no  time  to  lose  in  our  defence,  and  there  is  no  time 
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to  lose  in  our  development.  We  all  earnestly  hope  and 
pray  that  the  war  will  soon  be  over,  and  when  the  men  in 
uniform  come  home  is  when  the  people  want  to  have  the 
answers. 

The  Junior  U.F.A.  completed  another  successful  year 
at  the  Junior  Conference  in  June  at  the  University.  At- 
tendance at  the  Conference  was  slig-htly  larger  than  the 
previous  year.  Personal  business  and  military  service 
prevented  a  number  of  directors  from  attending.  Mem- 
bership has  shifted  very  rapidly  this  year,  and  some  locals 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  carry  on.  The  future  seems  no 
more  secure.  New  locals  seem  rather  hard  to  organize 
and  the  Junior  officers  themselves  are  unable  to  foretell 
how  much  service  they  can  give.  The  new  program  which 
was  discussed  last  year  is  now  in  circulation,  but  it  is  too 
early  to  determine  how  it  is  being  received.  Some  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  finding  someone  to  prepare  the  boys' 
program,  and  that  caused  a  bit  of  delay  in  ith  publication. 
It  will  be  coming  regularly  from  now  on,  however. 

The  future  is  rather  uncertain  for  the  Junior  U.F.A., 
but  it  has  lost  none  of  its  importance.  With  so  many  of  the 
Junior  leaders  away  from  home,  it  is  more  important  than 
ever  that  the  senior  organizations  do  all  in  their  power 
to  develop  the  Junior  branch  and  carry  on. 


Report  of  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta 


In  Memoriam 

Each  year  as  we  assemble  we  find  that  time  has  taken 
its  toll  of  the  men  and  women  who  laid  the  foundations 
of  our  Organization.  This  year  we  mark  with  profound 
sorrow  the  passing  of  t  personality,  the  late  Henry 

Wise  Wood^  LL.B.,  C.M.G..  of  Carstairs,  president  of  the 
U.F.A.  1916  to  1931.  Dr.  Wood,  who  though  honored  by 
the  King  and  the  University  of  Alberta,  and  regarded 
throughout  the  farming  circles  of  North  America  and 
beyond  as  one  of  the  outstanding  democratic  leaders  of 
the  times,  yet  intensely  practical  in  outlook,  combined 
in  rare  degree  ability  to  hold  the  far  vision  with  a  keen 
understanding  of  the  immediate  problem.  He  was  for 
eight  years  both  president  of  the  U.F.A.  and  chairman  of 
the  Wheat  Pool,  retaining  the  latter  office  until  four  years 
ago. 
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Opportunities  for  personal  gain  were  set  aside  by  this 
truly  great  man.  He  might  have  been  premier  of  Alberta 
in  1921  when  candidates  of  our  Organization  were  swept 
into  power  in  the  Alberta  Legislature,  but  he  refused.  He 
was  offered  a  post  in  the  Dominion  Cabinet  at  the  time  of 
the  Union  Government,  but  declined.  His  one  great  pas- 
sion was  to  see  farmers  organized  and  have  them  make 
their  maximum  contribution  to  what  he  called  "the  mass 
mind."  Dr.  Wood  held  that  the  essence  of  democracy 
was  an  intelligent.  Well-informed  people  expressing  them- 
selves through  organization  at  the  council  tables  of  the 
nation  and  internationally.  Where  the  economic  interests 
of  agriculture  were  at  stake,  there  farmers  ought  to  be 
represented,  with  the  power  of  organized  numbers  be- 
hind their  representatives.  Dr.  Wood,  at  all  times  un- 
assuming and  most  at  home  among  his  fellow  farmers 
in  daj^-to-day  conversation,  was  a  colorful  and  impressive 
figure.  Though  fifty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  he  took 
office  as  our  president,  he  exercised  an  influence  over  the 
development  of  Western  Canada  unequalled  by  any  other 
man,  and  has  left  behind  him  a  name  that  is  honored  and 
a  memory  that  is  cherished.  The  achievements  of  H.  W. 
Wood  are  inseparably  linked  with  the  record  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta. 

The  women  of  our  Organization  particularly,  but 
many  of  our  men  also,  have  experienced  a  great  sense  of 
loss  during  the  year  in  the  passing  of  Mrs.  F.  E.  (Eliza- 
beth) Wyman.  Mrs.  Wyman  lived  on  the  farm  at  Baintree 
for  many  years,  but  latterly  resided  in  Calgary.  She  was 
second  vice-president  of  the  U.F.W.A.  1924-1930,  and 
director  of  the  Calgary  districts  for  several  years.  As 
convener  of  legislation,  she  made  an  outstanding  contri- 
bution to  the  understanding  of  laws,  particularly  as 
affecting  the  status  of  the  farm  woman  and  her  family. 
She  will  also  long  be  remembered  as  the  chief  promoter 
of  the  interest  of  farm  women  in  the  growing  of  peonies. 

U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  circles  were  also  bereaved  dur- 
ing the  year  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Hannah  Speak- 
man.  At  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  Mrs.  Speakman 

wes  respected  and  beloved  as  the  widow  of  a  former 
U.F.A.  president,  James  Speakman,  of  Penhold,  who  died 
in  1916,  and  mother  of  Alfred  Speakman,  M.L.A.  and 
former  M.P.  for  Red  Deer.  As  the  wife  and  mother  of 
men  projected  into  public  responsibiliy  through  the  farm 
organization,  she  played  an  important  part  in  the  life  of 
Canada. 
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Space  forbids  the  mention  of  many  names  that  come  to 
mind  from  all  parts  of  Alberta,  names  of  fine,  self-sacri- 
ficing men  and  women  who,  occupying  posts  of  responsi- 
bility in  our  Associaion  or  contributing  to  its  strength  as 
humble  members,  have  left  behind  them  in  their  passing  a 
well-deserved  respect  and  fragrant  memories. 

To  the  family  circles  of  all  these  we  extend  our  sincere 
sympathy,  as  we  pay  to  their  departed  loved  ones  the 
tribute  and  honor  of  our  Association. 

Administration 

Since  the  last  convention  two  meetings  of  the  Board 
have  been  held,  one  immediately  after  the  last  convention 
and  one  prior  to  this  convention.  During  the  year  seven 
meetings  of  the  Executive  have  been  held. 

Presenting  Resolution 

Copies  of  all  resolutions  with  reference  to  Federal 
affairs  were  sent  to  the  Prime  Minister,  with  copies  to  the 
various  Ministers  with  regard  to  matters  pertaining  to 
their  respective  departments.  In  all  cases  formal  replies 
were  received,  intimating  that  they  had  received  the 
resolutions  and  further,  that  they  would  be  given  every 
consideration.  Resolutions  passed  at  the  last  convention 
pertaining  to  Provincial  matters  were  presented  by  a 
committee  of  the  Executive  composed  of  Mrs.  Ross  and 
Mr.  Hennig.  The  purport  of  these  resolutions  was  ex- 
plained by  the  committee  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Government,  who  gave  the  delegation  the  most  courteous 
attention. 

We  are  not  satisfied  that  resolutions  passed  by  our 
annual  convention  receive  the  same  consideration  from 
governments  as  they  formerly  did.  The  explanation  for 
this  statement  is  that  the  former  Provincial  Government 
received  the  delegation  presenting  these  resolutions  and 
not  only  listened  to  the  explanations  made  by  the  delega- 
tion presenting  these  resolutions,  but  they  went  further, 
inasmuch  as  they  gave  a  written  reply  to  every  resolution 
presented  to  them  some  time  during  the  year.  These  re- 
plies included  what  action  the  government  had  taken  on 
any  of  the  resolutions,  and  if  no  action  had  been  taken, 
the  reasons  why  it  was  impossible  at  the  time  to  carry  out 
the  suggestions  contained  in  the  resolution.  When  we  had 
U.F.A.  members  in  the  House  of  Commons,  resolutions 
pertaining  to  Federal  matters  were  forwarded  to  them  for 
presentation  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  various  min- 
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isters.  The  opportunity  was  taken  by  our  members  to 
discuss  thoroughly  with  the  various  ministers  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  resolutions.  Since  the  elections  in  1935 
we  feel  that  our  resolutions  have  not  been  given  the  same 
consideration  by  either  government  as  they  formerly 
were,  but  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  involved 
at  the  present  time  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  devise 
ways  and  means  that  would  be  more  effective  than  at 
present.  There  is  no  question  but  that  both  governments 
give  consideration  to  these  resolutions,  but  still  it  appears 
that  there  is  something  lacking  necessary  to  impress  the 
governments  with  the  need  for  action. 

Organization  and  Membership 

It  is  a  pleasure  once  more  to  record  an  increase  in  our 
membership.  The  increase  for  the  year  is  just  over  2000. 
Shortly  after  the  last  convention  arrangements  were  made 
by  the  Executive  to  put  on  a  membership  campaign.  It  was 
finally  decided  that  this  campaign  would  be  put  on  late 
in  June  and  early  in  July  in  order  not  to  conflict  with  the 
farmers'  field  work.  Many  new  members  were  secured, 
but  for  some  reason  the  actual  number  of  new  members 
was  not  as  large  as  we  had  anticipated.  We  depended 
largely  upon  the  officers  and  members  of  the  locals  to  do 
the  canvassing  and  securing  of  new  members,  with  what 
assistance  could  be  given  them  by  the  director.  At  various 
times  we  have  also  engaged  the  services  of  reliable  persons 
to  canvass  for  new  members,  and  more  particularly  to  start 
new  locals  or  revive  dormant  locals.  The  work  done  by 
these  canvassers  has  been  very  valuable  inasmuch  as 
many  new  locals  have  been  organized,  but  more  important 
still,  many  of  the  old  locals  that  flourished  years  ago  have 
been  revived  and  appear  to  be  on  the  way  to  occupying 
the  place  in  the  organization  that  they  did  formerly.  We 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  farmers  in  this 
province  are  willing  to  join  a  farmers'  educational  organ- 
ization provided  someone  will  ask  them  to  join.  We  have 
pointed  out  on  former  occasions  that  once  the  local  is 
formed  it  should  be  the  responsibility  of  the  local  to 
secure  as  members  every  farmer  in  the  district  who  is  wil- 
ling to  join. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  motor  car,  the  radio  and  moving 
pictures,  farmers  evidently  feel  that  there  is  not  the  same 
necessity  to  attend  meetings  in  the  local  schoolhouse.  The 
attractions  which  the  radio  and  the  moving  pictures  pro- 
vide, together  with  the  motor  car,  have  been  responsible 
for  quite  a  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  farm  people.  It  is 
;safe  to  say,  however,  that  the  farmers  of  the  province 
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have  lost  a  great  deal  by  failing  to  meet  regularly  in  their 
local  communities  to  discuss  the  economic  and  social  prob- 
lems which  so  vitally  affect  agriculture.  It  is  true  that  on 
the  radio  we  occasionally  get  some  programs  that  are  of 
great  educational  value,  but  on  examining  the  situation 
very  carefully,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  gen- 
erally speaking  the  average  farmer  is  not  as  well  posted 
today  in  regard  to  the  problems  that  affect  his  industry 
or  the  nation  as  he  was  when  he  used  to  meet  regularly 
in  the  local  schoolhouse.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  some 
ways  and  means  will  have  to  be  found  to  suggest  educa- 
tional programs  of  such  a  nature  as  will  counteract  to  some 
extent  present  tendencies.  We  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
economic  problems  of  the  farmer  are  far  more  serious 
today  than  they  were  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  important  that  the  farmers  should  organize 
and  above  all  make  provision  for  a  study  of  the  problems 
which  so  vitally  affect  them. 

In  order  to  try  and  increase  the  interest  in  securing 
new  members,  the  Executive  decided  to  give  prizes  for 
the  following:  the  local  having  the  largest  number  of 
members;  the  local  having  the  largest  increase  in  mem- 
bership ;  and  the  largest  newly  organized  or  reorganized 
local.  The  prizes  given  were  the  pool  rate  and  out  of  pock- 
et expenses  for  one  delegate.  We  trust  that  time  and  cir- 
cumstances will  permit  a  full  discussion  of  this  question 
of  organization  and  membership  before  this  convention 
closes. 

Publicity  and  Broadcasting 

We  have  not  used  the  radio  quite  as  frequently  this 
last  year  as  we  have  in  former  years,  having  had  only  four 
broadcasts  during  the  year.  Those  participating  in  these 
four  broadcasts  were  Mr.  Brownlee,  Mr.  Church  and  your 
president,  the  latter  taking  the  first  and  last  of  these 
broadcasts.  It  was  intended  that  another  series  of  broad- 
casts would  be  given  late  in  October  or  early  in  November, 
but  this  idea  had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  fact  that 
we  were  engaged  in  organizing  and  carrying  out  the  mass 
meetings  in  support  of  an  increase  in  the  initial  price  of 
wheat  and  also  trying  to  induce  the  Federal  Government 
to  declare  this  year  an  emergency  year  under  the  Prairie 
Farm  Assistance  Act.  We  continued  to  use  the  Western 
Farm  Leader  for  news  of  the  activities  of  Central  Office 
and  the  various  locals  of  our  organization.  We  appreciate 
very  much  the  valuable  service  which  we  have  received 
from  the  Western  Farm  Leader.  We  also  make  use  of  the 
columns  of  the  daily  and  weekly  press  for  news  of  import- 
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ance  to  the  farmers.  We  find  that  the  daily  press  are  very 
generous  with  their  space  for  printing  news  items  of  im- 
portance to  our  organization  and  to  the  farm  movement 
generally.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the 
press  our  appreciation  for  the  many  kindnesses  during 
the  year. 

Representation  on  Other  Bodies 

You  will  remember  that  amendments  were  made  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture 
at  its  last  annual  convention  in  July,  1940,  to  permit  of 
affiliation  of  educational  farm  organizations.  As  reported 
at  the  last  convention,  we  made  application  for  and  se- 
cured membership  in  the  Federation.  We  continued  our 
membership  in  the  Federation  this  year  and  at  the  annual 
convention  held  at  Olds  in  July,  your  president  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board.  There  are  many  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  making  the  best  use  of  an  organization  such  as  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  the  main  difficulty 
being  that  owing  to  the  long  distances  to  travel  and  the 
cost  which  this  entails,  the  Board  of  the  Federation  is 
unable  to  meet  as  often  as  is  desirable.  There  are  other 
difficulties  to  overcome,  but  notwithstanding  these  diffi- 
culties there  are  great  possibilities  in  this  organization. 
We  trust  that  all  farm  organizations  will  continue  to  sup- 
port the  Federation,  and  we  feel  sure  that  with  persever- 
ance the  Federation  could  become  a  valuable  instrument 
in  advocating  policies  suitable  for  agriculture. 

Mrs.  Winifred  Ross,  president  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  was  a 
delegate  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Association  for 
Adult  Education  held  in  Winnipeg.  Mrs.  Ross  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  the  Child  and  Family  Welfare  Council, 
a  province-wide  organization.  The  Organization  was 
also  represented  at  the  School  of  Community  Life  held  at 
the  Olds  Agricultural  School  in  July,  and  Farm  Young 
People's  Week  held  at  the  University  in  June.  Mr.  J.  K. 
Sutherland,  vice-president,  was  a  fraternal  delegate  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada 
(Saskatchewan  Section)  held  in  Saskatoon  in  October. 
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Negotiations  for  Affiliating  with  United  Farmers  of 
Canada  (Alberta  Section) 

At  the  1940  convention,  instructions  were  given  to 
your  Board  to  open  negotiations  vi^ith  the  U.F.C.  (Alberta 
Section)  having  for  its  purpose  the  amalgamation  of  these 
two  organizations.  A  report  was  given  to  the  convention 
last  year  of  the  activities  in  this  direction  during  the  year, 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  Board  to  con- 
tinue these  negotiations.  The  Executives  of  the  U.F.C. 
(Alberta  Section)  and  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
met  in  conference  at  Olds  on  July  5th,  1941.  The  morning 
was  spent  in  general  discussion  and  largely  covered  the 
topics  that  were  discussed  at  the  joint  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  these  two  bodies  the  year  before,  as  reported 
to  that  convention.  At  noon  the  two  committees  separated 
to  draw  up  their  respective  suggestions.  On  reconvening, 
the  representative  of  the  U.F.C.  presented  a  written  docu- 
ment containing  their  suggestions.  The  president  made  a 
verbal  statement  on  behalf  of  the  U.F.  A.  Executive.  It  was 
finally  decided  that  the  two  committees  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Board  of  the  U.F.C.  (Alberta  Section) 
that  they  hold  their  annual  convention  at  the  same  time 
the  U.F.A.  convention  was  being  held  in  Edmonton, 
commencing  January  20th.  The  U.F.A.  committee  ex- 
plained that  the  constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  made  provision 
for  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Convention  in  the  third  week 
in  January,  consequently,  the  U.F.A.  Executive  were  not 
in  a  position  to  change  this  date.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Board  of  the  U.F.C.  (Alberta  Section)  could  call  their 
annual  convention  at  any  date  that  was  thought  suitable 
by  the  Board.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  two  Boards 
should  meet  in  Edmonton  on  Saturday,  January  17th,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  up  recommendations  to  be  made 
to  both  conventions.  Provision  was  also  made  in  the  event 
of  a  decision  to  amalgamate  that  a  joint  convention  be 
held  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  constitution  for  the 
new  organization.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  be  used  as  a  basis 
for  the  formulating  of  a  new  constitution.  It  was  further 
agreed  that  the  U.F.A.  constitution  be  considered  section 
by  section  and  passed  or  amended  at  the  wish  of  the  joint 
convention.  This  report  is  being  written  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  two  Boards.  There  will  be  a  separate  report  to 
this  convention  as  to  the  outcome  of  the  meeting  of  the  two 
Boards  and  recommendations  made  by  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amalgamating  these  two  bodies. 
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Membership  for  Members  in  the  Active  Forces 

It  was  decided  that  locals  be  asked  to  send  in  the  names 
of  any  of  their  members  on  active  service,  and  that  mem- 
bership cards  be  sent  to  them  w^ithout  charge.  It  was  felt 
that  many  of  our  members  who  had  joined  the  active 
forces  would  have  some  difficulty  in  keeping  up  their 
membership.  Therefore,  the  Executive  believed  that  it  was 
advisable  to  take  the  action  as  already  outlined. 

Farm  Radio  Forum 

The  National  Farm  Radio  Forum  is  a  program  for 
rural  adult  education,  using  radio  and  the  printed  word 
as  technical  aids  to  discussion,  with  provision  to  summar- 
ize its  conclusions. 

ITS  PURPOSES  ARE : 

To  exchange  the  conclusions  of  farm  discussion  groups 
between  provinces,  between  districts,  and  between  differ- 
ent commodity  groups  in  Canada. 

To  set  up  a  national  discussion  group  of  farmers  on 
farm  problems. 

To  provide  a  radio  program,  written  and  produced 
especially  for  rural  Canada. 

IT  IS  SPONSORED  BY: 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture,  which  sug- 
gests policies  for  Canadian  Agriculture. 

The  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation,  which  pro- 
duces the  weekly  programs. 

The  Canadian  Association  for  Adult  Education,  which 
publishes  pamphlets  containing  information  about  farm 
problems,  and  the  discussion  method. 

These  three  organizations  have  set  up  the  national 
office  of  the  Farm  Radio  Forum,  which  issues  study  mater- 
ial and  promotes  the  organization  of  the  Farm  Radio 
Forums,  with  the  assistance  of  a  secretary  and  a  committee 
in  each  province. 

The  Farm  Radio  Forum  was  in  operation  in  Eastern 
Canada  last  year,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  broad- 
cast the  program  in  Western  Canada  for  this  season.  Our 
organization  was  approached  by  Mr.  Donald  Cameron, 
director  of  the  Department  of  Extension,  University  of 
Alberta,  to  see  if  we  could  give  any  assistance  towards 
making  this  Radio  Farm  Forum  a  success.    A  certain 
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amount  of  money  was  required  to  pay  the  expenses  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  and  our  organization  contributed 
$50.00  to  this  fund.  We  also  undertook  to  send  each  of  our 
locals  Farm  Radio  Forum  material.  This  project  is  just 
in  its  initial  stages,  and  appears  to  have  great  possibilities 
if  handled  properly.  To  get  the  most  out  of  it,  it  is  advis- 
able to  form  groups  in  the  various  localities  wh-^re  they 
can  meet  at  a  schoolhouse  or  at  the  home  of  some  neigh- 
bor. It  was  recommended  that  these  groups  be  composed 
of  about  eight  to  twelve  persons.  Material  is  sent  out  to 
these  groups  relating  to  the  subject  matter  that  is  going 
to  be  discussed  through  the  broadcast.  After  the  broad- 
cast is  over,  groups  are  recommended  to  discuss  what 
they  have  heard,  together  with  the  material  which  they 
have  received  on  the  subject  matter.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  these  broadcasts  can  be  of  very  great  value  to  the 
farm  people  of  Alberta  provided  they  will  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  offered  them.  The  Central  Office  will 
be  glad  to  give  any  information  to  any  of  our  locals  or 
members  who  may  desire  to  form  a  listening  group.  From 
information  we  have  received  we  understand  that  there 
are  about  eighty  to  eigthy-five  listening  groups  now 
formed  in  the  province.  This  is  only  a  small  number  of 
groups,  having  regard  to  the  possibilities  of  this  service. 
We  hope  that  our  members  will  take  full  advantage  of 
this  opportunity. 

Taxes  on  Tractor  Gas 

The  Provincial  Government  made  provisions  for  the 
selling  of  colored  gas  to  be  used  in  tractors.  Under  the 
coupon  system  formerly  used,  a  tax  of  one  cent  per  gallon 
was  levied  to  cover  the  costs  involved  in  administration 
and  inspection.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  cost  of 
coloring  is  so  small  that  this  tax  should  be  removed.  We 
communicated  with  the  Provincial  Government  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that  this 
tax  brought  in  over  ,$400,000.00  in  revenue,  and  that  the 
Government  could  not  see  its  way  clear  to  remove  the 
tax  because  they  needed  the  money  for  government 
services. 

When  the  last  Federal  budget  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  provision 
was  made  in  that  budget  to  collect  for  Federal  purposes 
three  cents  a  gallon  on  all  gasoline  sold.  With  the  im- 
position of  this  three  cents  a  gallon  on  all  gasoline  by  the 
Federal  Government,  it  meant  that  people  using  tractors 
and  engines  for  power  purposes  had  to  pay  this  tax,  there- 
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fore,  increasing  the  cost  of  production  by  the  amount  of 
the  tax.  A  great  deal  of  correspondence  passed  between 
Mr.  Ilsley  and  the  U.F.A.  Central  Office  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  It  was  suggested  from  our  office  that  a  rebate  of 
the  full  amount  of  the  tax  collected  be  made  when  it  was 
clearly  shown  that  the  gas  had  been  used  for  industrial 
or  farming  purposes.  The  final  decision  was,  however, 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  effect  that  rebate 
of  the  tax  would  be  too  cumbersome  and  too  expensive  a 
procedure  and  therefore,  he  had  no  option  but  to  continue 
the  operation  of  the  tax.  This  tax  is  an  exceedingly  oner- 
ous tax  on  the  farmers  of  Canada,  inasmuch  as  it  increases 
the  cost  of  production  on  farm  products  which  at  the 
present  time  are,  generally  speaking,  selling  at  a  price 
that  is  far  too  low.  We  feel  sure  that  farmers  are  quite 
willing  to  make  their  proper  contribution  to  the  winning 
of  the  war,  but  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  overlook  the 
fact  that  any  tax  which  increases  the  costs  of  production 
should  be  avoided. 

Government's  Wheat  Policy 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  12th,  the  Hon. 
James  A.  MacKinnon  and  Hon.  James  G.  Gardiner  out- 
lined the  Government's  wheat  policy  for  the  crop  year 
1941-42.  In  as  few  words  as  possible  the  policy  was  as 
follows:  That  the  Wheat  Board  would  only  accept  230 
million  bushels  for  the  crop  year  and  that  the  price  to  be 
paid  would  be,  as  in  the  previous  year,  70  cents  a  bushel 
No.  1  Northern,  f.o.b.  Fort  William.  Mr.  MacKinnon  was 
followed  by  the  Hon.  James  G.  Gardiner,  who  stated  that 
the  Government  realized  that  if  they  only  accepted  230 
million  bushels  for  delivery  for  the  crop  year,  it  would 
reduce  very  substantially  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
Western  farmers,  therefore,  in  order  to  off-set  this  loss  of 
purchasing  power  the  Government  proposed  to  give  bon- 
uses for  reducing  the  wheat  acreage  by  summerfallowing 
or  increasing  the  amount  of  coarse  grains  or  by  sowing 
grass.  Mr.  Gardiner  intimated  that  the  Government  were 
of  the  opinion  that  these  proposals  would  keep  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  Western  farmers  for  this  year  at 
about  the  same  level  as  last  year. 

Realizing  the  seriousness  of  these  proposals,  and  par- 
ticularly keeping  in  mind  the  resolution  which  was  passed 
at  our  last  convention  which  had  for  its  purpose  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  wheat  policy  to  the  Government  for  this 
crop  year,  your  Executive  was  immediately  called  into 
Central  Office  and  it  was  decided  to  make  certain  repre- 
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sentations  to  the  Government  on  this  important  matter. 
After  studying  very  carefully  the  figures  relating  to  the 
income  from  whe&t  for  the  crop  year  1939-40  and  the 
figures  relating  to  the  income  from  wheat  for  1940-41  plus 
the  acreage  bonus,  it  was  very  clearly  shown  that  there 
would  be  a  shrinkage  in  the  farm  income  for  Western 
Canada  from  wheat  alone  of  approximately  110  million 
dollars.  This  shrinkage  was,  however,  reduced  somewhat 
later  in  the  year  by  payments  under  the  Prairie  Farm 
Income  grant  of  75  cents  an  acre.  With  these  extra  pay- 
ments included,  it  still  has  left  a  shortage  of  income  in  the 
neighborhood  of  80  million  dollars.  Your  Executive  in- 
structed your  president  to  communicate  with  the  Hon. 
James  A.  MacKinnon,  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 
suggesting  that  in  our  opinion  the  wheat  policy  of  the 
Government  was  quite  unsatisfactory  and  that  it  would 
be  advantageous  not  only  to  wheat  growers  but  to  Canada 
as  a  whole  if  a  policy  along  the  following  lines  was 
adopted : 

1.  That  the  Wheat  Board  handle  all  the  1941  crop  at  a 
price  equitable  to  the  farmer. 

2.  That  storage  at  the  same  rate  per  bushel  as  is  paid  to 
country  elevators,  be  paid  to  the  farmer  for  storing 
undelivered  wheat  on  the  farm. 

3.  That  arrangements  be  made  whereby  sixty  per  cent  of 
the  value  of  undelivered  wheat  stored  on  the  farm  may 
be  advanced  to  the  farmer,  provided  the  wheat  is 
stored  in  weatherproof  granaries  or  other  suitable 
buildings. 

4.  That  advances  be  made  to  provide  proper  storage  on 
the  farm,  such  advances  to  be  a  first  charge  against 
the  wheat  stored. 

5.  That  in  the  event  of  the  Wheat  Board  only  accepting 
230  million  bushels,  there  be  a  very  substantial  in- 
crease in  the  initial  price. 

6.  That  the  processing  tax  be  raised  to  50  cents. 

7.  That  the  date  of  summerfallow  be  set  back  to  July  15th 
or  20th. 

8.  That  if  only  230  million  bushels  are  accepted,  that  spe- 
cial consideration  be  given  to  the  small  farmer  in  setting 
up  the  quotas. 

9.  To  assist  in  reducing  costs,  consideration  be  given  to 
financing  through  the  Bank  of  Canada. 
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A  reply  was  received  from  the  Minister  acknowledging 
our  suggestions,  and  also  stating  that  they  had  been  given 
full  consideration.  No  change  was  made  in  the  Govern- 
ment's wheat  policy  as  outlined  by  these  two  Ministers  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  except  that  the  date  of  completion 
of  summerf  allow  was  set  back.  It  is  well  to  note  in  passing 
that  no  legislation  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons 
embodying  these  Government  policies.  The  Wheat  Board 
Act  already  contained  the  provision  that  the  initial  price 
at  Fort  William  should  be  70  cents,  but  insofar  as  the 
balance  of  the  Government's  policy  was  concerned,  it  was 
all  done  by  Order  in-Council.  Therefore,  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  had  no  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
final  policy  of  the  Government. 

There  is  one  im.portant  point  in  the  Government's 
Wheat  policy  for  last  year  to  which  we  must  call  your 
attention,  and  emphasize,  and  that  is  that  we  are  not 
satisfied  that  bonusing  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
carried  out  last  year  is  a  satisfactory  policy  for  Western 
agriculture.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  farmer 
produces  wealth  that  is  needed,  and  is  therefore  of  value, 
that  he  should  be  paid  a  proper  price  for  his  efforts  in  pro- 
ducing that  wealth.  It  is  quite  unreasonable  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  think  that  we  Western  farmers  will  be  content 
to  be  looked  upon  as  mendicants,  always  looking  to  the 
Government  for  a  handout  in  order  to  permit  us  to  exist. 
May  we  repeat  again  that  we  believe  the  only  satisfactory 
policy  is  for  the  farmer  to  receive  a  proper  price  for  what 
he  produces. 

Mass  Meetings  in  Support  of  Dollar  Wheat 

On  August  9th  a  delegation  representing  the  three 
Wheat  Pools  met  the  Wheat  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  in 
Ottawa.  The  purpose  of  this  delegation  was  to  submit  to 
the  Government  a  policy  which  they  believed  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  well-being  of  the  Western  farmer  in  regard  to 
wheat.  This  policy  was  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  initial  payment  by  the  Wheat  Board  should  be 
increased  to  $1.00  a  bushel  for  One  Northern  wheat  at 
the  terminal. 

2.  That  the  stocks  of  wheat  represented  by  the  carry-over 
as  at  July.  31st,  1941,  should  be  taken  off  the  market 
and  held  as  a  national  emergency  war  reserve. 

3.  That  as  from  August  1st,  1941,  all  sales  of  wheat  should 
be  credited  to  the  crop  year  1941-42. 
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4.  That  the  crop  year  1941-42  should  be  declared  an  emer- 
gency year  under  the  terms  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Assist- 
ance Act,  irrespective  of  market  prices  prevailing. 


The  Wheat  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  heard  the  dele- 
gation's proposals  and  discussed  these  proposals  with 
them.  They  intimated,  however,  that  the  policy  would 
have  to  be  placed  before  the  Government  whole, 
therefore  no  decision  could  be  given  at  that  time,  but  that 
as  soon  as  the  Cabinet  had  decided,  the  results  of  the 
decision  would  be  forwarded  to  the  delegation.  The  final 
decision  of  the  Cabinet  was  to  the  effect  that  they  could 
not  entertain  this  policy.  When  it  was  finally  intimated 
that  the  Federal  Government  refused  to  adopt  the  policy, 
your  president  immediately  communicated  with  all  our 
U.F.A.  locals  asking  them  to  pass  resolutions  in  support  of 
this  four-point  policy  and  also  have  each  farmer  write  a 
personal  letter  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  MacKenzie  King, 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada. 

Later,  the  Saskatchewan  Wheat  Pool  Board  decided 
to  organize  mass  meetings  in  protest  against  the  Govern- 
ment's action.  These  mass  meetings  were  well  organized, 
and  tremendous  numbers  of  farmers  attended.  The  Al- 
berta Wheat  Pool  Board  did  not  feel  it  advisable  for  them 
to  organize  similar  meetings  in  our  province,  because  they 
believed  that  this  should  be  a  function  of  the  educational 
organizations.  We  were  approached  by  a  representative 
of  the  Wheat  Pool  Board  to  enquire  as  to  whether  we 
we  would  organize  mass  meetings  in  the  province,  and  at 
the  same  time  this  representative  intimated  that  the 
Wheat  Pool  Board  would  give  us  all  the  assistance  possible 
in  making  these  meetings  a  success.  It  was  later  suggested 
that  the  TJ.F.C.  (Alberta  Section)  and  Alberta  Federation 
of  Agriculture  be  asked  to  participate  in  the  organizing 
of  these  mass  meetings.  A  meeting  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  these  three  organizations  was  held  and  the 
territory  allocated  to  each  of  the  three  organizations. 
Generally  speaking,  the  U.F.A.  took  the  territory  south 
of  Edmonton,  the  U.F.C.  the  territory  east  and  north  of 
Edmonton,  and  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  the 
Peace  River  area.  These  organizations  arranged  their 
meetings  independent  of  each  other  within  the  territory 
allocated  to  them. 

At  the  time  the  decision  was  made  to  organize  these 
meetings,  there  was  still  a  great  part  of  the  crop  outstand- 
ing, and  it  was  thought  best  under  the  circumstances  not 
to  start  any  of  these  meetings  until  about  the  20th  of 
October.    Arrangements  were  made  for  speakers,  the 
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securing  of  halls,  advertising,  etc.  The  date  set  for  the 
commencement  of  the  series  was  October  20th.  Between 
the  time  that  we  decided  to  organize  these  meetings  and 
the  date  of  the  first  meetings,  weather  conditions  had 
been  very  bad  for  harvesting,  and  it  was  only  about  a  week 
before  the  meetings  started  that  we  had  good  harvesting 
weather.  Generally  speaking  these  meetings  were  a  suc- 
cess and  were  attended  by  very  large  numbers  of  farmers. 
If  harvesting  operations  had  been  completed  earlier  there 
is  no  question  that  the  halls  that  we  rented  would  have 
been  incapable  of  holding  the  numbers  of  farmers  that 
would  have  turned  out.  The  interest  in  this  four-point 
program  was  very  great  indeed,  and  for  once  there  was 
reasonable  unanimity  among  the  farmers  that  the  pro- 
gram was  satisfactory. 

The  main  purpose  of  these  meetings  was  to  outline  the 
Government's  wheat  policy  and  the  shortage  of  income  to 
the  Western  producer  that  would  take  place  unless  the 
policy  was  changed.  It  was  suggested  that  the  meetings 
pass  resolutions  in  support  of  this  four-point  policy,  and 
what  was  still  more  important,  that  every  farmer  in  the 
province  be  induced  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Prime  Minister 
in  support  of  the  program.  It  is  impossible  to  say  just  how 
much  impression  such  meetings  have  on  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  policies.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  Government  did  comply  with  the  fourth  point  of  the 
program;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  crop  year  1941-42  was 
declared  to  be  an  emergency  year  under  the  terms  of  the 
Prairie  Farm  Assistance  Act.  Securing  this  change  in 
policy  meant  that  thousands  of  farmers  who  would  not 
have  benefitted  under  the  Prairie  Farm  Assistance  Act 
will  eventually  receive  some  financial  assistance.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  by  securing  the  declaration,  it  will  add 
quite  a  few  millions  to  the  amount  distributed  to  farmers 
in  the  dry  areas.  Insofar  as  the  $1.00  per  bushel  initial 
payment  is  concerned,  there  is  no  change  in  the  Govern- 
ment's policy.  We  should,  however,  see  to  it  that  we 
bring  all  the  pressure  we  possibly  can  upon  the  Dominion 
to  substantially  increase  the  initial  payment  for  the  crop 
year  1942-43. 


Prairie  Farm  Income  Grant 

During  the  year  Central  Office  receives  many  requests 
to  act  in  the  interests  of  farm  people  on  many  matters 
which  have  not  been  discussed  at  our  annual  convention 
and  are,  therefore,  not  part  of  our  general  policy.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  from  time  to  time  something  will  happen 
that  makes  it  necessary  for  Central  Office  to  make  a 
decision  without  reference  to  the  Annual  Convention  or 
even  the  Board,  in  order  to  meet  some  emergency.  For 
instance,  such  a  case  arose  when  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment decided  to  pay  the  Prairie  Farm  Income  Grant,  but 
that  this  grant  would  not  be  applicable  to  irrigated  farms. 
We  received  a  number  of  protests  at  Head  Office,  and 
immediately  communicated  with  the  Hon.  James  G.  Gar- 
diner, Minister  of  Agriculture,  outlining  what  we  believed 
to  be  the  unfairness  of  this  decision.  This  letter  was  writ- 
ten on  December  6th,  and  an  Order-in-Council  was  passed 
at  Government  House  in  Ottawa  on  the  tenth  day  of  Dec- 
ember, making  provision  for  payment  of  the  Prairie  Farm 
Income  Grant  to  farmers  living  in  irrigated  lands  where 
sown  to  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye  and  flax,  or  is  in  summer- 
fallow  in  1941.  In  further  explanation  of  this  Order-in- 
Council,  the  Prairie  Farm  Income  Grant  will  not  be  paid 
on  the  acres  planted  to  specialized  crops  such  as  sugar 
beets,  alfalfa,  peas,  etc. 

Farm  Machinery  Co-operative 

At  our  last  convention  instructions  were  given  to  your 
Board  to  give  "every  available  assistance"  to  the  organ- 
ization work  of  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Lim- 
ited. This  work  was  entrusted  to  the  Board  of  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative.  They  will  deal  with  the  question  in 
their  annual  report  to  this  convention.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  discussion  of  the  work  and  plans  of 
the  Implements  Co-operative,  led  by  a  representative  of 
the  organization  from  Saskatchewan. 

U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 

We  are  very  glad  to  note  that  despite  many  drawbacks 
such  as  partial  crop  failure,  serious  crop  damage  through 
bad  harvest  weather,  wartime  restrictions,  etc.,  our  Co- 
operative has  had  a  very  successful  year.  We  feel  that  the 
success  of  this  Co-operative  enterprise  merits  continued 
and  increasing  support  by  the  farm  people  of  this  pro- 
vince. A  very  comprehensive  report  of  last  year's  opera- 
tions will  be  laid  before  you  for  consideration. 
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Bacon  Board 

At  different  times  the  Executive  has  been  in  touch  with 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa  and  the  Bacon 
Board  in  connection  with  various  matters  arising  out  of 
policies  pursued  by  that  body. 

While  acknowledging  the  effective  work  done  by  the 
Bacon  Board,  we  feel  that  the  interests  of  the  producers 
have  not  always  been  recognized  and  safeguarded  by 
them,  and  that  a  representative  of  the  organized  farm 
bodies  should  be  included  on  it. 

Appreciation  of  Staff 

The  Board  expresses  appreciation  of  and  thanks  for 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  every  member  of  our  staff.  The 
devotion  shown  by  the  employees  to  the  interests  of  the 
Organization  is  heart  warming. 


Report  of  Executive  of  the  United 
Farm  Women  of  Alberta 


Your  Executive  extends  greetings  and  a  most  hearty 
welcome  to  all  delegates  and  visitors  to  this  convention. 
Once  again  we  meet  under  the  dark  clouds  of  a  gigantic 
world  war — we  can  only  carry  on — and  each  one  play  her 
part  to  the  utmost  of  her  ability  with  the  sincere  hope 
that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  we  shall  be  able  to  see 
the  war  clouds  part  and  the  light  of  peace  shine  through. 

With  the  passing  of  the  years  at  each  convention  we 
miss  dear  familiar  faces,  and  we  pause  here  to  pay  loving 
tribute  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wyman,  for  many  years  vice- 
president  of  our  Organization,  and  the  author  of  our 
Farm  Women's  Creed,  and  also  to  all  other  members  of 
our  U.F.W-A.  who  have  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 

Your  Executive  has  held  five  meetings,  at  which  organ- 
ization and  other  matters  of  interest  have  been  dealt  with. 
Each  constituency  in  the  province  except  Peace  River  has 
been  visited  by  one  member  of  the  Executive,  visiting  ten 
conferences  and  many  local  meetings,  besides  spending 
at  least  a  week-end  at  the  Olds  School  of  Community  Life. 

We  are  quite  proud  of  the  new  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
U.F.W.A.  and  ready  for  distribution.  We  have  had  very 
little  literature  of  its  kind,  and  so  we  urge  each  delegate 
to  secure  one  or  more  copies  which  are  very  interesting. 
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Wherever  possible,  each  member  of  your  Executive 
took  an  active  part  in  the  "Wheat  Price  Mass  Meetings 
which  were  held  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  many  activities  of  the  Organization, 
we  have  all  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  part  being  played 
by  our  women  in  their  war  activities.  We  can  present  only 
a  very  conservative  estimate  as  compiled  from  the  ques- 
tionnaires, but  so  many  locals  (for  various  reasons)  are 
unable  to  reply  to  these  questions  to  Central  Office.  How- 
ever, we  find  that  the  money  subscribed  either  to  Red 
Cross  or  other  war  purposes  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$2,000.00.  Articles  made  by  members  of  the  U.F.W.A. 
include  over  300  pairs  of  socks  (one  member  alone  knit- 
ting over  100  pairs).  Numerous  scarves,  over  100  suits 
of  pyjamas,  72  sheets,  well  over  200  quilts,  160  pairs 
mitts,  many  afghans,  6  dozen  sweaters,  over  200  nighties, 
7  dozen  dresses,  200  miscellaneous  articles,  220  pillow 
cases,  50  towels,  many  woollen  blankets,  numerous  baby 
outfits,  knitted  articles  of  all  kinds,  e.g.,  one  local  reported 
60  knitted  garments.  A  quantity  of  jam  was  also  donated. 

Then  several  locals  buy  a  war  certificate  monthly  or 
frequently,  and  lastly,  some  locals  just  write:  "All  mem- 
bers sewing  or  knitting  for  the  Red  Cross." 

The  directors  have  been  quite  active  this  year,  and  in 
the  report  of  their  activities  great  interest  is  apparent 
from  the  increase  in  membership.  All  except  three  direc- 
tors replied  to  the  executive  questionnaires,  these  being 
Acadia,  Jasper-Edson  and  Battle  River.  The  conferences 
held  were  well  attended  and  proved  very  interesting. 
Seven  new  locals  were  organized,  one  or  two  reorganized 
and  four  Junior  locals  formed.  We  congratulate  the 
directors  and  members  everywhere  for  the  wonderful 
exhibits  of  flowers,  handicraft  by  members  or  the  blind, 
and  also  of  Red  Cross  work.  Contacts  with  U.F.A.  and 
Junior  directors  were  most  promising.  We  appreciate  your 
interest  in  the  Central  Office  program  and  would  urge  all 
locals  to  make  use  of  the  press  in  reporting  your  meetings. 
Perhaps  a  local  feels  that  a  report  of  their  activities  lacks 
interest,  but  please  remember  that  everywhere  in  the 
province  your  neighbors  are  interested  in  what  you  are 
doing. 

We  hope  you  will  all  enjoy  the  convention,  and  sin- 
cerely trust  that  when  you  return  to  your  homes  you  will 
carry  with  you  pleasant  memories  and  the  thought  that 
your  coming  was  well  worth  while. 

MRS.  WINIFRED  ROSS 
MRS.  J.  B.  LEARNED 
MRS  MARY  BANNER. 
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Introductory 

W e  meet  again  under  the  shadow  of  war.  That  we  are 
carrying  on  our  activities  as  an  association  in  much  the 
same  manner  as  in  former  years  does  not  mean  that  we 
are  indifferent  to  the  issues,  the  great  issues  which  are 
at  stake.  Not  a  man  or  woman  among  us  fails  to  realize 
that  upon  the  physical  fitness,  the  mental  capacity,  and 
the  high  courage  of  our  young  men,  and  upon  the  keen- 
ness of  mind  of  those  who  direct  them  in  the  navy,  the 
army  and  the  air  force,  and  the  councils  of  the  Empire, 
depends  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  we  shall  be 
permitted  to  work  out  our  destiny  in  the  manner  of  our 
forefathers. 

To  be  free  to  speak  what  we  think,  to  be  unrestricted 
in  association  with  each  other,  to  build  our  institutions 
according  to  plans  mutually  acceptable,  to  work  so  that 
disparities  of  wealth  which  have  divided  men  and  brought 
bitterness  and  hate  to  mankind  shall  no  longer  be  found, 
is  to  experience  a  freedom  that  is  beyond  price.  It  is  for 
these  things  that  our  young  men  endure  hardship  and  pain 
and  give  up  life  itself  while  they  still  are  young. 

So  we  carry  on  at  our  task  of  building  a  world  order 
whose  foundation  principle  is  co-operation,  while  recog- 
nizing that  to  win  the  war  is  our  first  and  greatest  job. 

Review  of  Progress 

Ten  years  will  have  elapsed  shortly  since  the  Co-oper- 
ative Committee  of  the  U.F.A. ,  following  up  the  work 
done  in  1931  in  setting  up  a  Central  Purchasing  Agency 
for  farm  supplies,  took  steps  to  incorporate  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association  and  commenced  business  under 
that  name.  It  is  perhaps  fitting,  therefore,  that  in  present- 
ing our  annual  report  to  the  parent  body,  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Co-op- 
erative should  review  past  developments  and  remind  the 
members  of  the  Association  of  the  bases  upon  which  the 
Co-operative  has  been  built. 

The  first  essential  to  be  kept  in  mind  is  that  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  Association  was  designed  to  serve 
members  of  the  farm  organization  in  their  local  units  and 
district  buying  co-operatives  located  in  hundreds  of  rural 
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communities  throughout  the  Province  of  Alberta.  During 
the  twenty  or  more  years  which  preceded  that  departure, 
many  experiments  in  co-operative  buying  of  supplies  had 
been  conducted,  with  varying  degrees  of  success  and  fail- 
ure. The  farm  organization  had  been  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  building  of  producer  co-operatives,  having  taken 
no  small  part  in  the  organization  of  United  Grain 
Growers  Limited,  The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  the  Central, 
Northern  and  Southern  Alberta  Dairy  Pools,  a  wide  range 
of  co-operative  livestock  shipping  associations,  and  many 
smaller  commodity  pools  and  district  co-operatives  created 
for  various  purposes,  and  at  local  points,  co-operative 
stores. 

Both  before  and  during  the  period  in  which  the  organ- 
ization was  active  in  the  political  field,  it  had  been  deemed 
advisable  to  establish  the  co-operative  enterprises  above 
mentioned  as  separate  legal  entities  independent  of  U.F.  A. 
control.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  frequent  comment  and  of 
some  amazement  on  the  part  of  organized  farmers  in 
other  parts  of  this  continent,  that  the  farmers'  educa- 
tional association  was  so  confident  of  its  strength  that  no 
attempts  were  made  to  retain  control  over  the  various 
consumer  and  producer  co-operatives  arising  out  of  its 
activity,  though  the  Association  gave  freely  of  its  money 
and  personnel  in  launching  them  and  seeing  them  estab- 
lished. In  1931  and  1932,  however,  the  members  of  the 
organization  as  represented  at  the  annual  conventions  of 
those  years,  had  concluded  that  it  was  essential  to  main- 
tain some  economic  activity  as  a  background  for  farm 
organization,  and  were  determined  that  the  central  pur- 
chasing agency  then  set  up  should  continue  to  be  an 
integral  part  of  the  farmers'  primary  organization. 

It  has  been  contended  by  some  that  if  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  had  undertaken  the  task  of  organizing 
consumers'  co-operation  in  the  province  of  Alberta  on  a 
broad  citizenship  basis,  designed  to  take  in  all  occupa- 
tions and  classes,  an  enormous  economic  change  involving 
the  transfer  of  ownership  of  the  means  of  distribution  in 
large  part  to  the  organized  consumer-producer,  as  in  the 
case  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
would  have  taken  place.  It  has  been  consistently  held, 
however,  by  the  Board  and  management  of  U.F.  A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association  and  the  Executive  and  Board  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  that  in  aiming  at  so  great 
an  objective  the  farmers  of  this  province  would  have 
failed  to  make  any  significant  headway  in  the  field  of 
consumer  co-operation.  Times  were  hard.  Capital  was 
scarce.  There  was  much  disillusionment  and  skepticism 
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as  to  the  value  of  co-operatives.  It  was  therefore  decided 
and  adopted  as  consistent  policy  throughout  the  ten  years 
now  past,  that  to  organize  the  distribution  of  farm  supplies 
co-operatively  through  the  locals  and  affiliate  units  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  was  a  big  enough  task ;  and 
that  if  the  task  were  undertaken  successfully,  the  future 
of  consumer  co-operation  as  such  in  Alberta,  would  take 
care  of  itself. 

Tn  ensure  that  considerations  of  immediate  monetary 
gain  should  not  govern  and  that  a  long  range  program 
would  be  carried  out,  having  in  mind  the  co-ordination 
of  a  militant  farmers'  organization  with  the  business  of 
-  co-operative  buying,  the  government  of  the  co-operative 
was  based  upon  control  by  the  parent  body,  whose  dir- 
ectors were  named  to  hold  shares  in  trust  for  the  member- 
ship of  the  Association.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
co-operatives  in  the  early  stages  were  financed  entirely 
by  the  U.F.A.  No  share  capital  was  solicited  and  none 
subscribed.  The  membership  fees  of  the  organization, 
maintaining  throughout  those  years  a  central  office  and 
staff,  were  the  financial  basis  of  operation.  The  prestige 
of  the  organization,  its  machinery,  its  local  and  district 
officers  as  well  as  its  directors  and  elected  executive  made 
possible  rapid  advances,  justifying  the  belief  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  continue  conducting  disastrous  local  ex- 
periments, destined  to  fall  by  the  Wayside  through  the 
years;  but  that  a  strong  farm  supply  co-operative  buying 
movement  could  be  built  upon  existing  organization.  Sub- 
sequent events  have  justified  that  faith. 

Period  of  Economic  Unbalance 

Since  1930,  when  the  pioneer  group  of  seventeen 
U.F.A.  locals  in  the  Coronation  provincial  constituency 
first  embarked  upon  the  idea  of  combining  the  strength 
of  the  local  units  of  the  U.F.A.  for  the  buying  of  farm 
supplies  co-operatively,  farmers  of  Alberta  have  passed 
through  a  period  of  economic  stress  not  equalled  in  the 
history  of  Canadian  agriculture.  Years  of  depressed  prices, 
and  years  of  unprecedented  drought  were  followed  by 
years  of  unavailing  struggle  against  the  consequent  debt. 
International  complications  of  the  period  contributed 
further  to  disturbing  the  balance  of  our  agricultural  econ- 
omy, and  finally  resulted  in  war.  When  war  broke  out 
there  were  still  faint  hopes  that  the  plight  of  the  Canadian 
farmer  would  be  alleviated.  Those  hopes  have  been  real- 
ized in  some  part,  but  not  with  respect  to  the  fundamental 
elements  in  Western  Canada's  economy,  the  production 
and  marketing  of  wheat,  nor  in  respect  to  that  other  basic 
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factor,  the  price  of  the  things  the  farmer  must  buy.  Na- 
tional policy  has  undoubtedly  been  shaped  by  other 
considerations  than  equalizing  the  economic  burden  as 
between  the  farmer  and  his  creditors  or  the  farmer  and 
the  urban  worker  in  industry,  commerce  and  the  profes- 
sional services.  To  stabilize  the  economy  by  preventing 
inflation,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  disregard  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  economic  position  of  Western  agri- 
culture, brought  to  a  low  ebb  of  fortune  by  the  sequence 
of  events  outlined. 

Through  all  this  difficult  period  the  farm  organization, 
notwithstanding  its  involvement  in  politics  more  than  half 
of  those  years,  has  steadily  maintained  its  way,  and  the 
Co-operative  which  is  part  of  it  has  grown  in  strength.  The 
financial  statement  at  the  end  of  this  report  gives  the 
story  so  far  as  it  can  be  given  in  figures. 

WORK  OF  THE  YEAR 

Coming  to  the  primary  purpose  of  this  report,  an  ac- 
counting of  the  work  of  the  year,  we  have  to  sketch  a 
varied  picture.  It  is  nothing  short  of  wonderful  that  pro- 
gress can  be  reported,  but  on  the  whole  significant  progress 
has  been  made. 

The  two  factors  militating  most  against  your  board 
and  management  during  the  year  under  review  have  been 

(1)  the  restrictions  of  the  Oil  Controller  for  Canada  and 

(2)  the  unusual  crop  season.  The  first  is  due  to  the  war 
and  is  perhaps  worthy  of  first  consideration  because  it  may 
be  a  foretaste  of  the  economic  derangements  which  the 
war  may  yet  bring.  The  second,  while  perhaps  the  stronger 
in  its  immediate  influence  upon  financial  results,  is  a  con- 
tingency which  may  confront  us  any  year.  It  is  clear, 
however,  that  when  purchasing  power  is  diminished 
through  crop  failure  by  $50,000,000.00  or  more  in  one 
year,  a  farmers'  co-operative  association  must  be  adversely 
aft'ected. 
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Petroleum  Products 


The  distribution  of  petroleum  products  continues  to  be 
our  main  activity,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record 
that  in  spite  of  the  restrictions  of  the  Oil  Controller  and 
the  poor  crop  season,  we  have  again  made  some  headway. 
The  Controller's  regulations  most  affecting  us  as  a  farmers' 
co-operative  may  be  listed  as  follows:  (a)  raising  the 
price  of  gasoline  one  cent  a  gallon  coincidentally  with  the 
imposition  of  a  gas  tax  of  three  cents  per  gallon,  by  the 
Federal  Government;  (b)  the  prohibition  of  the  opening 
of  new  agencies  and  dealer  outlets;  (c)  restrictions  upon 
installation  of  additional  storage  and  equipment  at  exist- 
ing outlets ;  (d)  the  provision  that  a  passenger  car  gasoline 
tank  shall  be  filled  at  retail  pumps  only;  (e)  restriction  of 
the  hours  of  sale  to  between  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  on  week 
days  and  closing  of  all  retail  pumps  on  Sundays;  (f) 
limiting  grades  for  sale  at  retail  pumps  to  standard  and 
premium  gasoline;  (g)  instituting  of  the  quota  system  of 
deliveries  to  dealers  as  a  preliminary  to  the  setting  up  of 
a  rationing  system. 

Plans  had  been  laid  early  in  the  year  for  expansion.  It 
had  been  set  as  an  objective  to  open  up  some  five  or  six 
wholesale  agencies  for  the  distribution  of  Maple  Leaf 
gasoline  and  oils.  An  interview  was  obtained  with  Mr.  Geo. 
R.  Cottrelle,  Oil  Controller  for  Canada,  on  April  9th  in 
Calgary,  at  which  the  general  position  of  the  co-operative 
was  set  forth  and  application  made  for  permit  to  open 
new  plants  and  install  additional  storage  at  existing 
plants.  Mr.  Cottrelle  manifested  a  very  sympathetic  atti- 
tude, but  pointed  out  that  his  principal  job  was  to  insure 
that  any  of  the  war  services  requiring  gasoline  and  oil 
should  receive  supply.  He  stated  that  if  we  could  indicate 
a  way  in  which  the  members  of  our  Co-operative  could  be 
more  adequately  served  and  yet  enable  him  to  carry  out 
his  function  as  Controller  without  discrimination,  he  would 
be  only  too  pleased.  In  subsequent  interviews  with  him 
and  members  of  his  staff  and  correspondence  extending 
over  many  months,  this  was  attempted,  but  without  suc- 
cess so  far  as  the  general  expansion  of  the  Co-operative 
was  concerned.  After  some  months  of  delay,  we  did  suc- 
ceed in  securing  permission  to  install  storage  at  three 
points  where  in  the  previous  year  gasoline  had  been  sold 
through  drums.  In  one  interview  it  was  pointed  out  that 
large  num.bers  of  people  were  looking  to  the  growth  of 
the  co-operative  movement  to  show  the  way,  in  part  at 
least,  to  an  economic  method  for  post-war  reconstruction. 
To  this,  however,  it  was  replied  that  the  Oil  Controller's 
function  was  to  prevent  waste  of  material  and  manpower 
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in  the  oil  industry  and  produce  the  greatest  possible  effi- 
ciency therein  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  question 
of  the  future  place  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  the 
economic  structure  of  the  nation  was  regarded  as  political. 
From  this  it  is  evident  that  if  the  war  lasts  many  years, 
the  oil  industry  co-operatives  are  confronted  with  two 
alternatives:  (1)  to  be  content  with  the  status  quo  so  far 
as  points  of  distribution  are  concerned  and  concentrate 
upon  securing  volume  at  outlets  now  established,  or  (2)  to 
secure  from  the  Government  of  Canada  legislation  or  regu- 
lations that  will  permit  of  the  Oil  Controller  making  an 
exception  of  co-operatives  in  the  opening  of  new  outlets, 
etc. 

Dealing  briefly  with  the  other  important  factor  in  the 
year's  operations,  affecting  particularly  the  distribution 
of  petroleum  products  and  binder  twine,  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  graph  presented  herewith  showing  the  distribu- 
tion of  fuel  oils  each  month  of  the  calendar  year  as  com- 
pared with  1940,  that  at  the  end  of  July  there  had  been  an 
accumulative  increase  of  532,247  gallons;  an  increase 
of  22.63%  for  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year  over  the 
same  period  of  1940.  With  the  exception  of  December, 
one  of  the  light  distribution  months,  in  each  of  the  remain- 
ing months  of  the  year  a  decrease  is  reported,  thus  neu- 
tralizing the  gain  made  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  to  a 
very  considerable  extent.  We  have  closed  the  year  with 
a  total  gallonage  of  4,981,224,  an  increase  of  6.41%. 

It  is  not  possible  to  determine  with  any  exactitude 
the  weight  of  the  factors  entering  into  the  first  annual 
decline  of  gallonage  we  have  yet  reported  in  the  sale  of 
motor  oils.  For  six  years  we  have  sold  a  progressively  in- 
creasing quantity  of  Maple  Leaf  motor  oils,  and  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  quality  of  those  oils  was  high :  first, 
because  of  their  general  acceptability  and  higher  ratio  of 
sales  to  sales  of  gasoline  than  normally  prevails  through- 
out the  industry ;  second,  because  of  laboratory  tests  made 
from  time  to  time  by  competent  authorities;  third,  the 
dependability  of  the  Company.  Notwithstanding  this, 
however,  it  gradually  became  apparent  to  your  board 
that  there  was  a  question  in  the  minds  of  some  members 
of  the  Association,  as  to  the  quality  of  Maple  Leaf  oils. 
Conferences  extending  over  many  weeks  were  held  with 
officials  of  the  Company,  and  it  was  finally  decided  to 
change  to  an  oil  of  admittedly  higher  quality.  In  this 
connection  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  developments 
in  the  manufacture  of  automotive  engines,  particularly 
in  aviation  engines,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  have 
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been  reflected  in  the  refining-  of  lubricating  oils.  The  in- 
creased speed  at  which  modern  equipment  Works  has 
necessitated  the  manufacture  of  motor  oils  which  would 
stand  up  under  a  great  deal  of  wear  and  heat.  The  New 
Process  Maple  Leaf  oil  which  we  are  now  marketing  is  a 
product  of  these  refining  developments,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  it  has  been  received  with 
universal  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  our  patrons. 

The  change  to  the  new  oil  was  made  very  largely  in  the 
month  of  May.  It  was  not  feasible  to  conduct  an  aggressive 
sales  campaign  under  the  circumstances.  The  Company 
felt  it  very  undesirable  that  the  new  oil  should  be  exten- 
sively advertised  until  old  stocks  had  been  reduced.  In 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  sales  increased  over 
those  months  of  1940  as  follows:  June  5.17%,  July 
43.24%,  August  25.61%  .  In  the  subsequent  months  of  the 
year  sales  followed  the  decline  in  sales  of  fuel  oils  as  a 
result  of  the  abnormal  harvest  season.  Total  sales  for  the 
calendar  year  1941  were  95,084  gallons. 

Service  Stations 

We  now  have  service  stations  of  the  Co-operative  in 
both  Calgary  and  Edmonton.  Provision  was  made  in  1935 
under  our  first  contract  with  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  for  the 
opening  of  service  stations  in  Alberta's  two  principal  cities. 
Competition  is  keen,  and  it  was  felt  inadvisable  to  invest 
money  in  that  way  while  there  were  still  hundreds  of  rural 
areas  in  the  province  where  our  members  had  no  co-oper- 
ative plant  available. 

It  was  recognized,  however,  that  a  service  station  in 
connection  with  the  Central  Offices,  particularly  with  the 
store  and  warehouse  development  in  mind,  was  desirable, 
so  a  modern  service  station  was  erected  there  and  opened 
in  November,  1940.  As  yet  it  has  not  been  in  operation  for 
a  full  financial  year,  but  we  succeeded  in  balancing  ac- 
counts at  October  31st,  after  eleven  months  of  operation, 
with  $445.98  on  the  black  side  of  the  ledger.  During  the 
last  half  of  1941,  notwithstanding  restricted  hours  of  sale, 
quota  deliveries  of  gasoline  and  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
tires,  the  average  monthly  turnover  has  been  $2251.66. 
There  is  evidence  that  our  members  and  patrons  of  the 
Calgary  store  appreciate  the  service  given,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  add  to  the  space  and  equipment  in  the  near 
future. 

Our  operating-  of  U.F.  A.  Co-op  Service  No.  2  in  Edmon- 
ton began  on  August  15th,  1941,  after  some  remodelling 
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of  the  premises.  The  Oil  Controller's  quota  system  of 
delivery  was  set  up  shortly  afterwards.  The  basis  of  com- 
puting the  quota  resulted  in  very  restricted  deliveries,  so 
that  there  were  times  when  the  pumps  of  this  station  were 
empty  of  gasoline.  Our  employees  there  are  making  a 
good  beginning,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  station  will 
take  its  place  along  with  that  of  Calgary  No.  1  as  a  profit- 
able and  appreciated  service  by  our  members. 

These  two  stations  differ  from  the  many  others  which 
are  operated  under  our  contract  with  Maple  Leaf  Petrol- 
eum in  that  the  employees  are  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
co-operative,  whereas  other  stations  are  either  operated 
under  a  commission  arrangement  in  connection  with  one 
of  our  combination  plants,  or  are  operated  by  affiliated 
and  associated  co-operatives  or  under  an  authorized  pur- 
chaser's agreement  by  a  private  owner. 

Binder  Twine 

In  1941  sales  of  binder  twine,  as  is  inevitable  from  the 
fact  that  this  commodity  is  used  only  for  harvest  purposes, 
suffered  a  marked  decline  in  the  past  season  as  compared 
with  1940.  When  all  the  returns  were  in  for  the  1940  sea- 
son, it  was  found  that  our  sales  had  exceeded  those  of 
any  other  year — 1,600,000  pounds.  For  the  current  season 
the  handlings  credited  to  the  Co-operative  to  date  by 
United  Grain  Growers,  our  suppliers,  stand  at  853,906 
pounds.  This  decline,  we  believe  to  be  entirely  accounted 
for  by  three  factors — poor  crops,  bad  harvest  season,  and 
the  greater  use  of  combines  necessitated  by  the  enlistment 
of  young  men  usually  available  for  harvest  help.  It  is  well 
to  be  realistic,  however,  and  recognize  that  the  increasing 
use  of  com.bine  harvesting  equipment  diminishes  the 
amount  of  twine  needed  to  harvest  our  Alberta  grain.  It 
is  also  necessary  that  the  Co-operative  as  a  business  organ- 
ization should  recognize  that  in  recent  years  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to'  squeeze  out  the  profit  in  binder  twine 
and  to  regard  it  as  a  service  to  farmers  on  the  part  of 
elevator  companies  and  other  business  interests  seeking 
their  patronage. 

Sundry  Commodities 

Despite  drastic  curtailment  of  purchasing  power 
among  farmers  resulting  from  the  poor  harvest  season, 
we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  business  of 
the  Co-operative  in  bulk  quantities  of  fence  posts,  salt, 
coal,  etc.,  and  in  Atlas  tires,  tubes  and  batteries,  etc.,  has 
with  som.e  exceptions  been  well  maintained.  Early  in  1941 
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it  was  decided  that  we  were  no  longer  justified  in  attempt- 
ing to  service  the  few  locals  interested  in  buying  carload 
quantities  of  fruit  from  B.C.  No  wholesale  fruit  license 
was  therefore  taken  out,  and  no  carlot  shipments  were 
made.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  record  our  regret  that 
one  consequence  of  the  successful  endeavors  of  the  co-op- 
erating fruit  growers  of  B.C.  for  complete  control  over 
marketing  their  commodity  has  been  our  inability  as  co- 
operating consum.ers  of  the  prairies  to  obtain  supply  from 
them. 

Co-operative  distribution  of  coal  under  the  auspices 
of  the  U.F.A.  is  undertaken  more  by  the  Coronation  and 
Acadia  co-operatives  covering  the  prairie  areas  east  of 
Drumheller  than  by  branches  of  the  organization  on  the 
west  side  of  the  province  where  there  are  many  coal  mines. 
The  combined  volume  of  these  associations  and  the  locals 
which  do  business  through  U.F.A.  Central  reaches  con- 
siderable proportions,  not  reflected  in  the  financial  state- 
ment of  the  Central  Co-operative. 

At  no  time  since  the  Co-operative  commenced  business 
eleven  years  ago,  have  we  had  so  many  orders  for  cedar 
posts  in  carlot  quantities,  and  at  no  time  have  such  diffi- 
culties been  experienced  in  filling  orders  as  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1941.  Heavy  snows  and  consequently 
heavy  run-offs  in  streams  seriously  restricted  supply  and 
caused  much  annoyance  to  many  locals,  some  of  whom 
were  unable  to  have  their  orders  filled.  The  situation 
was  experienced  by  all  commercial  interests  handling 
fence  posts.  By  mail,  wire,  long  distance  and  personal 
interview,  effort  was  made  to  hurry  up  orders,  but  with 
only  partial  success. 
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New  Central  Plant 

In  our  report  to  the  convention  of  1941,  matters  arising 
out  of  the  purchase  and  renovation  of  the  building  on  11th 
Avenue  East,  Calgary,  were  dealt  with  at  some  length. 
The  principal  development  of  the  past  year  in  that  connec- 
tion has  been  the  finishing  of  the  south  half  of  the  upper 
floor,  which  has  now  been  leased  by  Maple  Leaf  Petrol- 
eum Limited,  our  suppliers  of  petroleum  products.  In 
addition,  however,  other  structural  alterations  were  un- 
dertaken to  provide  for  more  accommodation  for  the  retail 
store.  Approximately  1000  square  feet  of  floor  space  was 
taken  in  from  the  warehouse  by  moving  the  central  parti- 
tion back,  giving  a  total  retail  floor  space  of  90  by  33  feet, 
while  at  the  same  time  reducing  the  space  of  the  ware- 
house on  the  ground  floor,  necessitating  the  fullest  use  of 
the  ample  basement.  The  entire  building  is  now  in  use, 
providing  office  space  for  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association,  Maple  Leaf  Pet- 
roleum Limited  and  Western  Farm  Leader,  together  with 
the  store,  warehouse  and  rest  rooms.  To  provide  for 
future  expansion,  two  lots  have  been  purchased  from  the 
City  of  Calgary,  lying  between  our  present  premises  and 
12th  Avenue  ;  and  two  other  lots  with  cottage  immediately 
to  the  west  of  the  building  from  a  private  owner.  The  Co- 
operative now  owns  275  feet  frontage  on  11th  Avenue 
from^  First  Street  westward  and  50  feet  frontage  on  12th 
Avenue  immediately  south.  The  parking  lot  between  the 
U.F.A.  Building  and  U.F.A.  Service  Station  No.  1  on  the 
corner  of  the  property  has  been  covered  with  gravel  and 
levelled  olT,  and  has  proven  to  be  a  great  asset  for  the 
business  of  the  Co-operative  store  and  warehouse.  Reve- 
nue from  the  building  amounts  to  $4,500.00  per  year, 
allowing  no  charge  for  the  offices  of  the  Co-operative,  and 
more  than  meets  all  charges  for  utilities,  insurance,  taxes 
and  depreciation. 

Other  Properties 

The  only  addition  to  the  property  of  the  Co-operative 
outside  the  city  of  Calgary  other  than  oil  station  storage, 
has  been  the  purchase  of  land  alongside  our  Innisfail  plant 
and  the  purchase  of  property  and  erection  of  a  commodity 
warehouse  at  Brooks  alongside  the  plant  of  Maple  Leaf 
Petroleum  there.  Much  preliminary  work  with  a  view  to 
expansion  in  the  Edmonton  district  and  Peace  River  area 
has  been  undertaken.  It  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that 
following  the  fire  which  partially  demolished  the  ware- 
house of  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  in  Edmonton,  the  plant 


53 


i 


has  been  reconstructed.  It  now  presents  a  very  pleasing 
appearance,  in  addition  to  being  more  up  to  date. 

In  August  Ifist  the  Co-operative  leased  from  Maple 
Leaf  Petroleum  the  service  station  now  known  as  Co-op 
Service  No.  2,  at  the  junction  of  101st  Street  and  111th 
Avenue,  in  the  city  of  Edmonton.  It  is  anticipated  that 
much  use  will  be  made  of  this  service  station  and  its 
facilities,  in  addition  to  the  warehouse  of  Maple  Leaf  Pet- 
roleum, by  a  large  body  of  our  farmer  members  and 
patrons  resident  in  the  area  north  and  east  of  the  city 
particularly,  and,  as  they  become  more  widely  known,  by 
farmers  from  the  south  and  west. 


Store  at  Headquarters 

The  development  of  the  store  at  the  central  plant  in 
Calgary  has  been  phenomenal.  Since  opening  on  August 
7th,  1940,  with  approximately  $1,100.00  worth  of  goods 
on  the  shelves  and  some  consignment  stock,  the  business 
has  been  expanded  to  include  a  grocery  department,  a 
meat  department,  and  a  very  considerable  line  of  dry 
goods.  The  inventory  at  October  31st  was  over  $30,000.00. 
To  handle  the  increasing  volume  of  business  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  add  to  the  staff,  until  at  present  there 
are  fourteen  employees  in  that  branch  of  our  work. 
Though  some  of  the  changes  were  only  made  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  completion  of  the  financial  year  at  Octo- 
ber 31st  showed  a  turnover  of  $187,877.99,  with  a  net 
margin  on  operations  of  $8,040.76.  The  sales  for  the 
month  of  October,  1940,  were  $2,526.69.  For  October  this 
year  the  record  stood  at  $21,963.71.  For  the  last  three 
months  of  1941,  the  average  monthly  sales  has  been 
$26,431.21.  Your  Board  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
a  competent  staff,  though  a  number  of  changes  have  had 
to  be  made  because  of  enlistment,  etc.  The  services  of 
Mr.  R.  M.  McCool,  well  known  in  a  wide  circle  of  U.F.A. 
membership  as  manager  for  8V2  years  of  the  Crossfield 
Co-op.  store,  later  as  member  of  the  Legislature  for  Coch- 
rane, and  since  1936  as  northern  fieldman  for  the  Co- 
operative, have  been  valuable  to  the  organization  in 
setting  up  and  operating  the  store  and  warehouse  in  its 
early  stages.  An  important  phase  of  development,  over- 
shadowed somewhat  for  the  time  being  by  the  phenomenal 
growth  of  the  store,  is  that  of  servicing  our  district  and 
local  co-operatives  on  a  wholesale  basis,  and  expanding 
the  business  in  carlot  quantities  of  commodities  which  we 
have  conducted  through  the  central  organization  during 
the  past  ten  years.  Mr.  McCool  recently  has  been  devoting 
considerable  of  his  time  to  this  phase  of  our  work. 
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Livestock  Department 


The  Joint  Committee  on  Livestock  Improvem.ent  of 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  and  Central 
Alberta  Livestock  Association,  set  up  in  February  of  1940, 
ceased  to  function  on  July  31st,  1941.  At  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  Committee,  the  chief  emphasis  of  the 
work  for  which  the  services  of  Mr.  Arthur  Newman, 
B.S.A.,  were  engaged,  was  placed  upon  livestock  improve- 
ment projects.  As  the  work  developed,  however,  it  became 
apparent  that  the  emphasis  was  swinging  towards  live- 
stock marketing,  and  a  dinner  meeting  of  livestock  men 
was  held  during  the  last  annual  U.F.A.  convention  at 
which  the  idea  received  some  impetus.  Under  the  auspices 
of  the  Joint  Committee  meetings  were  held  at  various 
points,  which  gradually  developed  into  the  setting  up  of 
the  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative,  a  federation  of  co- 
operative livestock  shipping  associations,  which  on  Au- 
gust 1st,  1941,  took  over  the  commission  yards  at  Edmon- 
ton formerly  operated  by  Mr.  Claude  Campbell.  Concur- 
rently Mr.  Arthur  Newman  ceased  to  be  employed  by  the 
Joint  Committee  and  became  the  field  organizer  of  the 
Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative. 

In  the  formation  of  the  new  co-operative,  representa- 
tives of  your  Board  and  management  took  an  active  part 
and  in  an  advisory  capacity  sat  in  along  with  representa- 
tives of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  United  Grain  Growers 
at  meetigs  of  representatives  of  the  livestock  shipping 
associations.  All  three  organizations  were  asked  by  the 
livestock  men  to  appoint  a  director  to  the  board.  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  is  therefore  represented  on  the  board 
of  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative  by  our  chairman,  Mr. 
Geo.  E.  Church.  The  two  farmers'  grain  companies  and 
the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  have  assisted  financially 
in  launching  the  new  livestock  co-operative  selling  agency. 

The  Central  Alberta  Livestock  Association  changed 
its  name  during  the  process  of  these  developments,  and 
became  known  as  Federated  Co-operative  Services  Limi- 
ted. It  consists  of  the  four  co-operative  livestock  shipping 
associations  which  formed  the  original  Central  Alberta 
Livestock  Association  and  covers  the  same  territory. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  original  purposes 
in  mind  when  the  Joint  Committee  was  set  up  were  not  all 
carried  out,  and  operations  were  conducted  at  some  ex- 
pense to  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association,  your 
Board  believes  that  the  service  given  to  the  livestock  men 
of  this  province  in  the  setting  up  of  a  central  selling  agency 
more  than  justified  the  expenditure  entailed. 
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Under  the  new  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative  there 
has  been  a  co-ordination  of  existing  livestock  shipping 
associations  and  the  setting  up  of  others,  so  that  the  cent- 
ral and  northern  portions  of  the  province  are  fairly  well 
covered  by  affiliate  bodies  of  the  central  selling  agency, 
Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative.  Much  vv^ork  remains  to 
be  done  in  other  portions  of  the  province,  and  your  Board 
is  taking  steps  to  assist  in  this  work  and  has  plans  involv- 
ing use  of  the  livstock  department  of  the  U.F.A.  for  that 
purpose. 

Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Limited 

In  connection  with  this  prairie  wide  co-operative,  at 
the  end  of  1941  thirty-one  district  implement  co-operative 
associations  had  been  organized  under  the  Co-operative 
Associations  Acts  of  the  three  prairie  provinces  as  follows : 
Saskatchewan  16,  Manitoba  9,  Alberta  6.  Records  of  the 
Co-operative  show  that  12,533  farmers  had  taken  shares 
in  the  district  implement  co-operatives  in  Saskatchewan, 
4,975  in  Manitoba,  and  510  in  Alberta.  The  amounts  of 
shares  subscribed  were:  Saskatchewan  $205,167.30,  Man- 
itoba $57,245.00,  Alberta  $5,918.50.  The  totals  to  date 
are  as  follows:  Amount  subscribed,  $268,330.70;  cash 
received,  $185,521.05;  number  of  subscribers,  18,018. 

The  work  of  organization  was  not  begun  in  Alberta, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Wetaskiwin  district,  until  the 
summer  of  1941.  No  funds  have  been  available  for  organ- 
izing work  in  contrast  to  the  situation  in  the  other  two 
provinces.  The  Alberta  Government  is  budgetting  for  a 
grant  of  $2,000.00  in  the  estimates  of  the  forthcoming 
session  of  the  Legislature.  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative 
Wholesale  have  made  available  small  loans  for  each  of 
the  provisional  district  boards  when  set  up. 

With  a  view  to  securing  the  support  of  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool  for  this  work,  Mr.  B.  N.  Arnason  of  Regina, 
Co-operation  and  Markets  Commissioner  for  the  Saskat- 
chewan Government,  who  is  acting  as  provisional  secre- 
tary of  C.  C.  I.  L.  through  its  organization  stages,  gave  an 
address  to  the  Wheat  Pool  convention  in  November.  A 
resolution  calling  for  financial  assistance  on  the  part  of 
the  Pool  was  subsequently  offered  by  delegates,  but  was 
tabled.  Support  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  pledged 
at  the  convention  of  1941  is  again  being  sought  by  the 
Board  of  C.C.I.L.  at  this  convention.  In  fulfilment  of  the 
resolution  of  1941,  your  Board  has  given  considerable 
support  to  the  implements  Co-operative.  Circulars  have 
been  sent  throughout  the  province  and  much  literature 
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distributed  to  all  locals.  The  directors  and  the  manager 
have  addressed  many  meetings,  and  Mr.  Priestley  has 
continued  to  serve  as  a  provisional  director  on  the  board 
of  the  implements  Co-operative. 

With  the  assistance  of  two  organizers  now  being  pro- 
vided with  temporary  allocation  of  funds  from  the  Regina 
office,  it  is  anticipated  that  committees  of  canvassers  will 
soon  be  at  work  in  six  district  co-operative  associations, 
now  set  up,  and  that  others  will  presently  be  organized. 
If  this  work  is  to  be  undertaken  at  all  in  Alberta,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  undertaken  without  delay,  and 
that  this  province  will  not  fail  the  other  two  provinces  in 
this  regard. 

Administration 

The  many  problems  involved  and  the  unusual  condi- 
tions brought  about  by  restrictions  of  the  Oil  Controller, 
licensing  policies  of  the  Government,  renewal  of  the 
contract  with  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited,  expansion 
of  the  work  of  the  warehouse  and  store,  together  with 
changes  in  staff  personnel,  have  caused  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  committee  and  board  meetings  during  the  year 
past.  Twelve  meetings  of  the  Executive  and  seven  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  have  been  held  and  a  number  of  meet- 
ings of  the  building  committee  and  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Livestock  Improvement.  The  annual  conference  of 
U.F.A.  Co-operatives  was  held  in  the  U.F.A.  board  room 
in  Calgary  on  November  21st  and  22nd.  Messrs.  Chas.  A. 
Fawcett,  of  Consort,  and  D.  H.  Smith,  of  Cereal,  were  re- 
elected to  the  Board  as  representatives  of  the  affiliated 
co-operative  associations.  During  the  year  we  have  again 
been  ably  advised  as  a  board  and  executive  in  respect  to 
legal  matters  by  our  colicitor,  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C., 
and  on  occasions  by  U.F.A.  solicitor  Mr.  W.  E.  Hall,  of 
Calgary.  Messrs.  Harvey,  Morrison  and  Company,  of 
Calgary,  have  again  acted  as  auditors  for  the  Association. 
The  Executive  Committee  as  Co-operative  Committee  of 
the  U.F.A.,  has  reported  to  the  Executive  of  that  body. 
President  Robert  Gardiner  maintains  a  keen  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Co-operative,  and  sits  in  frequently  at  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee  and  Board. 


Credit 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  emphasis  laid  in 
the  report  of  the  Co-operative  to  this  convention  during 
the  past  three  years  on  the  necessity  for  a  cash  policy  in 
the  Co-operative  and  the  minimizing  to  the  utmost  possible 
extent  of  credit  operations,  is  bearing  fruit.  Your  Board 
is  appreciative  of  the  understanding  of  a  large  number 
of  our  local  officers  and  members  of  the  dangers  that  lie 
in  wait  for  any  co-operative  enterprise  which  permits 
laxity  on  this  question.  We  are  not  unmildful  of  the  fact 
that  the  whole  development  of  Western  Canadian  agri- 
culture has  been  involved  with  the  question  of  agricultural 
credit.  From  year  to  year,  however,  it  becomes  more  ap- 
parent to  us  that  the  universal  need  of  and  desire  for 
credit  in  an  agricultural  economy,  where  the  returns  are 
largely  forthcoming  at  the  end  of  a  crop  season,  have  the 
effect  of  robbing  us  of  much  of  the  benefits  that  would 
derive  from  co-operative  organization  were  an  absolute 
cash  policy  universally  recognized  as  the  only  sound 
policy.  If  it  were  so  recognized,  there  would  be  no  need 
for  organization  of  business  of  co-operatives  with  a  view 
to  minimizing  credit.  We  would  point  out,  for  instance, 
that  since  we  commenced  operations  in  1931,  much  of  the 
energy  of  the  field  service  which  we  have  set  up  has  been 
employed  in  this  direction  rather  than  in  the  promotion  of 
sales  and  the  extension  of  the  services  of  the  Co-operative 
to  its  members  and  other  patrons.  We  are  aware  that 
credit  is  a  personal  problem  in  its  essence,  and  that  no 
matter  how  widespread  the  recognition  of  the  need  for  a 
cash  policy  on  the  part  of  co-operatives,  the  question  of 
credit  will  continue  to  be  acute  for  local  and  central  man- 
agements so  long  as  agriculture  is  on  a  non-paying  basis 
in  Western  Canada.  Once  again,  however,  we  utter  a 
warning  while  at  the  same  time  expressing  gratification 
that  during  the  past  eleven  years  our  losses  have  been 
relatively  small. 


Relations  with  Other  Bodies 


It  is  a  matter  for  much  gratification  that  since  1936 
the  farm  organizations  and  co-operatives  of  the  Dominion  i 
have  succeeded  in  setting  up  a  national  farmers'  organ- 
ization, becoming  more  and  more  widely  known  and 
respected,  under  the  name  of  the  Canadian  Chamber  of  ! 
Agriculture,  since  1940  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agri- 
culture. The  C.F.A.  in  1941  opened  a  national  office  at  ' 
Ottawa.  During  the  last  session  of  the  Federal  Parliament  j 
a  delegation  of  Federation  representatives  met  the  entire 
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Dominion  Cabinet,  presided  over  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  discussed  with  them  at  some  length  many  and  varied 
problems  of  agriculture  accentuated  by  the  war.  The 
Federation  is  now  composed  of  provincial  units  of  the 
provinces  of  British  Columbia,  Alberta,  Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba  and  Ontario ;  two  farm  organizations  of  the 
province  of  Quebec  and  the  Maritime  Federation  of  Agri- 
culture comprising  the  three  provinces  of  the  eastern 
seaboard.  In  addition  there  are  several  inter-provincial 
and  national  farm  bodies  represented. 

The  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  consists  of  49 
farm  organizations.  The  U.F.A.  has  been  indirectly  rep- 
resented on  the  board  of  the  Alberta  Federation  since 
its  inception  in  1936.  Last  year  it  became  possible  for  the 
U.F.A.  to  be  directly  affiliated  when  the  base  of  organiz- 
ation was  widened  from  co-operatives  only  to  all  farm 
organizations  in  Alberta,  so  that  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  and  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 
are  both  represented  through  their  provincial  affiliations. 
The  Co-operative  is  represented  on  the  board  by  our 
manager,  Mr.  Norman  F.  Priestley.  President  Robert 
Gardiner  is  the  representative  of  the  U.F.A.  The  Board 
consists  of  representatives  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
livestock  shipping  associations,  dairy  co-operatives  and 
associations,  sheep  breeders'  associations,  the  Egg  and 
Poultry  Marketing  Board,  Southern  Alberta  Sugar  Beet 
Growers,  the  farm  supply  purchasing  co-operatives  and 
the  two  farmers'  educational  bodies. 

Your  Board  is  represented,  as  previously  stated,  on  the 
Board  of  the  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative  by  our  chair- 
man, Mr.  Geo.  E.  Church,  and  on  the  Board  of  the  Cana- 
dian Co-operative  Implements  Limited  by  our  manager, 
Mr.  Priestley.  Mr.  R.  M.  McCool,  manager  of  the  Calgary 
Co-op.  Store  represented  the  Board  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Saskatchewan  Co-operative  Wholesale  in  Saskatoon 
in  the  month  of  June.  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  represented 
the  Board  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Consumers'  Co- 
operative Refinery  in  Regina  in  December.  Mr.  Priestley 
represented  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  at  the 
Western  Canada  Agricultural  Conference,  Regina,  in 
December.  In  these  and  in  many  other  ways,  your  Associ- 
ation is  assisting  in  developing  unity  of  thought  and  action 
in  Canadian  agriculture. 


Publicity  and  Advertising 

With  one  major  exception,  it  has  been  felt  necessary 
during  the  past  year  to  exercise  economy  in  advertising. 
A  series  of  spot  announcements  have  been  given  regu- 
larly over  CFCN  radio  station  during  the  noon  hour,  Tues- 
days, Thursdays  and  Saturdays.  Hourly  time  signals  have 
been  continued  over  CFGP,  Grande  Prairie,  six  days  a 
week  during  the  year,  in  conjunction  with  Maple  Leaf 
Petroleum.  The  columns  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader 
have  been  regularly  used  for  the  advertising  of  goods  and 
announcements  of  an  official  nature.  Occasional  adver- 
tising has  been  placed  in  the  Country  Guide,  the  Cowbell, 
the  Farm  and  Ranch  Review,  city  dailies  and  country 
weeklies.  A  special  program  of  advertising  was  carried 
out  with  a  view  to  making  known  the  quality  and  avail- 
ability of  the  New  Process  Maple  Leaf  Motor  Oil. 

It  is  frequently  remarked  that  it  should  not  be  neces- 
sary for  co-operatives  to  spend  money  in  advertising.  It 
nevertheless  appears  true  that  in  a  competitive  world, 
until  consumers  and  producers  have  been  converted  to  the 
co-operative  method  of  doing  business,  co-operatives  will 
need  to  advertise  their  policies  and  their  wares. 

Appreciation  of  StaflF 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Co-opera- 
tive has  been  well  served  by  the  management  and  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  of  Central  Office,  by  the  field  service,  and 
old  and  new  employees  at  the  store,  warehouse  and 
service  stations ;  also  by  the  management  and  stafi"  of 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  whose  work  is  closely  associated 
with  ours. 

FUTURE  POLICY 

Expansion  of  oil  distributing  facilities  will  probably 
be  restricted,  if  not  completely  curtailed,  for  the  duration 
of  the  war.  Your  Board  is  therefore  directing  attention 
to  the  development  of  business  in  other  lines  of  farm 
supplies.  During  recent  years  experiments  have  been  con- 
ducted in  the  setting  up  of  local  warehouses  for  the 
handling  of  feed,  salt,  binder  twine  and  other  such  bulk 
commodities.  In  recent  months  conferences  have  been 
held  with  various  groups  of  locals  with  a  view  to  joint 
policy  along  these  lines. 

It  is  proposed  that  such  local  warehouses  shall  be 
erected  by  and  remain  under  the  control  of  the  central 
organization,  at  such  locations  as  shall  be  approved  by 
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the  members  of  local  district  co-operating  groups  and  the 
Central  Co-operative  officials  jointly;  that  a  contract 
shall  be  entered  into  between  the  local  co-operating 
groups  and  the  Central  Co-operative  providing  for  invest- 
ment in  stock  in  trade  by  the  local  membership,  setting  up 
of  a  management  committee  by  the  local  or  locals,  and  the 
exercise  of  supervision  by  the  Central  Co-operative.  It 
will  be  provided  that  goods  shall  be  purchased  only 
through  the  Central  organization  excepting  where  it  is 
otherwise  mutually  agreed  by  written  undertaking. 

Plans  similar  to,  but  not  identical  with,  the  above 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  United  Farmers'  Co-oper- 
ative of  Ontario  and  the  Saskatchewan  Co-operative 
Wholesale  for  some  years  past.  It  has  been  the  experience 
that  this  plan  ensures  strength  in  two  ways:  (1)  by  con- 
solidation in  buying  power  and  use  of  the  experience  of 
the  Central  Organization;  (2)  by  ensuring  the  active 
interest  of  local  farmers  whose  money  is  invested  in 
goods  at  the  warehouse  and  who  are  receiving  service 
therefrom.  That  sense  of  proprietary  interest  which  it 
seems  necessary  to  arouse  at  least  in  the  early  stages  of 
co-operation,  is  brought  about  both  by  membership  in 
the  province-wide  organization  and  by  immediate  finan- 
cial and  economic  interest  in  the  local  plant.  By  adopting 
this  plan  the  Association  will  also  be  in  a  position  to 
expand  more  rapidly  than  by  depending  entirely  upon  the 
use  of  operating  surpluses  created  by  the  business  of  the 
Central  organization  as  in  the  past  eight  years.  In  the 
past  five  or  six  years,  particularly,  there  have  been 
numerous  demands  for  service  on  the  part  of  the  Co-oper- 
ative by  locals  and  associations  which  because  of  the 
financial  position  of  the  Co-operative  it  has  not  been  pos- 
sible to  meet. 

A  Natural  Development 

Co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies,  as  distinguished 
from  goods  required  for  domestic  use,  is  a  subject  that 
warrants  attention  at  greater  length  than  is  permissible 
in  this  annual  report.  Briefly,  it  is  the  view  of  your  board 
that  farm  supplies  co-operatives  are  a  natural  develop- 
ment in  areas  where  agriculture  is  the  dominant  activity 
of  the  people. 

It  is  one  thing  for  wage  earners  of  an  industrial  area 
with  concentration  of  population,  regularity  of  income 
and  the  tools  of  production  in  the  hands  of  industrial 
capitalists  to  get  together  and  pool  their  savings  to  organ- 
ize a  co-operative  store  and  by  so  doing  incrase  the 
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purchasing  power  of  their  wages  and  thus  raise  their 
standard  of  living,  even  though  slowly;  it  is  another  thing 
for  farmers  whose  operations  each  year  require  the  out- 
lay of  much  working  capital  and  the  purchase  of  large 
amounts  of  goods  that  are  not  the  common  stock-in-trdae 
of  the  ordinary  retail  store,  to  co-operate  in  buying  those 
supplies.  Particularly  is  this  true  in  the  last  twenty-five 
years  since  mechanization  began  to  change  the  very 
nature  of  farming. 

The  farm  is  no  longer  a  self-contained  economic  unit. 
It  draws  its  power  and  obtains  its  tools  from  the  industrial 
world.  To  reduce  the  cost  of  production  by  co-operating 
to  purchase  the  tools  and  power  of  production  is  much 
more  important  to  the  working  farmer  and  his  family  than 
to  make  small  savings  in  the  cost  of  food,  clothing  and 
other  small  supplies  similar  to  those  required  by  artisan 
families  in  industrial  towns.  Efficient  commerical  organ- 
izations, e.g.,  department  stores,  mail  order  houses  and 
chain  stores  have  changed  the  scene  greatly  in  that  field 
of  co-operative  effort  and  made  the  entry  thereto  very 
difficult  for  co-operating  consumers  in  sparsely  populated 
rural  areas. 

The  history  of  consumer  co-operation  in  North  Amer- 
ica clearly  demonstrates  the  force  of  these  conclusions. 
The  consumer  as  such  has  hardly  made  a  start  in  the  field 
of  co-operation  in  North  America.  The  volume  of  business 
done  by  the  retail  co-operative  stores  is  an  infinitesimal 
fraction  of  the  trade  of  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  Great  Britain  the  co-operatives  carry  on  an 
increasingly  significant  proportion  of  the  national  trade. 

The  producer  co-operatives  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  in  contrast,  market  a  large  proportion  of  the  agri- 
cultural production  of  these  countries,  and  in  recent  years 
have  entered  the  consumer  field  with  such  success  that  in 
many  areas  their  volume  of  sales  is  worthy  of  note. 
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Efficiency  Demonstrated 


A  report  recently  released  by  the  Dominion  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  shows  that  in  1940  a  total  of  601 
farmers'  co-operative  marketing  associations  with  3,065 
places  of  business  reported  to  the  Marketing  Service, 
Economics  Division,  Department  of  Agriculture.  Mem- 
bership totalled  394,102  with  sales  of  farm  products  and 
supplies  amounting  to  $219,045,896  during  the  year.  It 
is  estimated  that  all  marketing  co-operatives  handled 
approximately  26  per  cent  of  the  main  farm  products 

entering  commercial  channels  of  trade.  In  addition,  550 
farmers'  co-operative  purchasing  associations  with  56,351 
members  reported  total  business  transacted  of  $17,256,- 
570.  The  purchasing  organizations  have  been  formed 
principally  in  the  rural  areas  of  Western  Canada  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  supplies,  usually  bulk  commodities, 
such  as  gasoline,  tractor  fuel,  coal,  wood  and  binder 
twine.  Some  are  operating  stores  carrying  a  full  line  of 
general  merchandise. 

Available  statistics  on  consumers'  societies  in  Cana- 
dian cities  and  towns,  while  incomplete,  indicate  a  total 
membership  of  approximately  15,000  persons  who  buy 
co-operatively  4  to  5  million  dollars  of  consumers'  goods 
annually. 

Undoubtedly  the  co-operating  consumer  desires  ser- 
vice to  meet  all  his  needs.  The  capital  available,  however, 
is  not  sufficient  in  the  early  stages  to  permit  of  this.  A 
choice  must  be  made.  It  has  been  the  experience  of  our 
association  and  of  others  in  Canada  and  the  United  States 
that  efficiency  and  success  can  be  secured  at  an  early  stage 
in  consumer  co-operation  among  farmers  by  the  buying 
of  bulk  commodities.  When  experience  has  been  gained 
and  capital  accumulated,  other  forms  of  service  can  then 
be  undertaken.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  powerful 
marketing  co-operatives  can  and  do  turn  to  the  handling 
of  essential  supplies  for  their  members. 

An  economic  survey  of  co-operative  associations  in 
Saskatchewan  illustrates  a  point.  Two  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-one bulk  trading  association's  were  subject  to  enquiry 
in  respect  to  the  cost  of  merchandising  in  1939.  The  net 
cost  was  set  forth  as  a  percentage'of  sales.  Classified  into 
four  groups  according  to  the  type  of  goods  purchased,  the 
percentage  varied  from  5.45%  to  8.16%;  while  the 
average  for  the  whole  was  6.31%  .  A  report  on  co-oper- 
ative store  merchandising  costs  in  1939  gave  the  average 
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for  thirty-nine  stores  examined  at  12.4%.  The  net  gain 
for  the  291  bulk  trading  associations  was  8.43%  of  sales 
compared  with  a  net  gain  of  3.7%  for  the  39  co-operative 
general  stores. 

The  Farm  Credit  Administration  of  the  United  States 
government  issues  a  monthly  magazine  carrying  the  title 
"News  for  Farmer  Co-operatives."  A  recent  issue  carried 
the  information  that  of  the  10,700  farm  co-operatives 
doing  business  in  the  republic  in  the  year  1939-40,  2,649 
were  farm  supply  purchasing  associations. 


FINANCIAL  POSITION 

From  the  condensed  financial  report  appended  here- 
to it  will  be  seen  that  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  was  $43,722.81,  and  that  before  setting 
up  a  reserve  for  dividends  to  be  paid,  the  accumulated 
surplus  of  the  Association  stands  at  $85,288.85.  Your 
Board  believes  this  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  showing, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  difficulties  which  we  have 
previously  enumerated  in  this  report.  It  is  quite  evident, 
however,  that  the  cash  position  of  the  Co-operative  might 
be,  and  ought  to  be,  very  much  improved,  especially  be- 
cause of  the  change  in  the  nature  of  our  operations.  In 
view  of  these  considerations  there  was  undoubtedly  justi- 
fication for  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  deferring  dividend 
payments  commencing  with  the  year  just  closed,  but  it 
was  felt  by  your  Board  that  not  enough  discussion  had 
taken  place  among  the  members  of  the  organization  to 
ensure  that  the  policy  would  have  full  support.  It  was 
also  thought  advisable  to  canvass  the  possibility  of  secur- 
ing uniform  policy  with  respect  to  deferment  of  dividend 
payment  among  the  affiliated  co-operatives.  The  special 
agreement  entered  into  between  Central  and  these  affi- 
liated groups,  particularly  in  respect  to  petroleum  pro- 
ducts, calls  for  the  payment  of  a  share  of  commissions 
and  dividends  constituting  a  large  part  of  the  total  sum 
to  be  distributed.  The  Board  therefore  decided  to  pay 
to  all  locals  other  than  those  which  are  member  bodies 
of  the  affiliated  co-operatives,  a  dividend  of  2%. 

The  total  value  of  business  done  during  1940-41  was 
$1,354,757.40.  This  does  not  include  the  business  of 
tl.F.A.  locals  and  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  under  special  ar- 
rangements with  local  flour  mills,  coal  mines  and  other 
commercial  interests. 
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Deferred  Dividend  Plan 


A  resolution  will  be  presented  to  the  convention  imple- 
menting the  resolution  passed  last  year  to  provide  for  the 
setting  up  of  a  three  year  revolving  door  fund  plan  of 
deferred  dividend  payments  commencing  with  the  now 
current  financial  year. 

Dividends  paid  since  1931  are  as  follows: 
Nineteen  Months  ending  March  31st,  1933  9,639.44 


Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1934   6,563.35 

Financian  Year  ending  March  31st,  1935   6,724.08 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1936   8,131.69 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1937   13,460.43 

Financial  Year  ending  March  31st,  1938   17,882.43 

Seven  Months  ending  October  31st,  1938   17,831.23 

Financial  Year  aneding  October  31st,  1939  __  24,607.94 

Financial  Year  ending  October  31st,  194i0„„_  23,404.50 
Financial  Year  ending  October  31st,  1941 

(Estimated)    25,000.00 


$153,245.09 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 


The  accounts  for  the  year  have  been  audited  by  Messrs. 
Harvey,  Morrison  &  Company,  Chartered  Accountants. 
The  condensed  statements  presented  hereunder  have 
been  compiled  from  the  Balance  Sheet  and  Statement  of 
Operations  submitted  by  them. 


ASSETS 

3,207.91 
23,285.89 


35,061.84 


10,538.57 
600.00 

  $  72,694.21 

Fixed  (at  cost  less  depreciation) 
Oil  Station  Property 

Consisting  of  sites,  warehouses, 
offices,  underground  storage  tanks, 
pumps  and  other  installations  of  a 


permanent  nature   $  36,497.82 

Oil  Station  Equipment 

Consisting  of  loose  equipment  and 

tools  having  short  life   1,372.36 

Automobiles  (3)  and  Truck    4,220.34 

Office  and  Store  Furniture  and  Equipment  4,364.72 

Sei-vice  Station  Equipment    4,218.24 

Steel  Drums 

Located  at  Wholesale  Oil  Stations    18,792.29 

Head  Office  Building    24,412.02 

Service  Station  Building,  Calgary    __.  4,845.99 

Land — eleven  lots  situated  on  Eleventh 

and  Twelfth  Avenues,  Calgary   4,325.00 


Current 

Cash  on  Hand  and  in  Banks   $ 

Accounts  Receivable 

Less  reserve  for  Bad  Debts   

Merchandise  Inventories 

At  Calgary  Store  and  Warehouse  and 
Service  Stations,  and  Oil  Station 
Equipment  for  Resale   

Commissions  Receivable 

Commissions  due  in  respect  of  Binder 
Twine  and  Petroleum  Products   

Dominion  of  Canada  War  Loan  Bonds   


Fixed  Assets  at  Cost  $132,670.77 

Reserves  for  depreciation    — .  29,621.99 

  103,048.78 

Prepaid  Expenses 

Rentals,  Licenses,  Insurance 

Store  Supplies,  etc.    1,394.64 


$177,137.63 
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LIABILITIES 

Current 

Comprising  usual  trade  accounts 
payable,  National  Defence  Tax, 

interest,  etc.   

Deferred 

Financing  of  oil  station  plants  and 
equipment,  diums.  Head  Office  Build- 
ing, Calgary  Service  Station,  Land,  etc. 

Reserves  for  Insurance,  etc.   

Surplus 

Balance  as  at  1st  November,  1940   $  44,932.06 

Add  Gain  on  operations  for 

year  to  date   $43,722.81 

Less  paid  on  account  of 

1941  dividends    3,436.02 

  40,286.79 


STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 

Commissions 

On  petroleum  products,  binder  twine,  coal,  posts, 


etc.,  less  operating  expenses  on  country  wholesale 

and  retail  plants   

Store  Operations 

Sales    -   $187,877.99 

Less  Cost  of  Goods  sold    -    162,096.31 


Gross  Margin    25,781.68 

Deduct  operating  expenses    17,740.92 


Net  Gain  on  store  operations   

Service  Station,  Calgary 

Sales    17,839.35 

Less  Cost  of  Goods  sold    13,159.31 


Gross  Margin      4,680.04 

Deduct  operating  expenses    4,234.06 


Net  Gain  on  Calgary  Service  Station 
Service  Station,  Edmonton 

(Operating  two  and  a  half  months  only) 

Sales    1,790.25 

Less  Cost  of  Goods  sold    1,290.94 


Gross  Margin    499.31 

Deduct  operating  expenses    790.86 


Net  Loss  on  Edmonton  Service  Station 


Deduct  General  Operating  Expenses 


Add  Sundry  Income 

Discounts,  Rent,  etc. 

Net  Gain  on  Operations 


$  34,827.53 


55,195.87 
1,895.38 


85,218.85 


$177,137.63 


$  66,319.36 


8,040.76 


445.98 


(291.55) 


$  74,514.55 
35,295.86 

$  39,218.69 

4,504.12 

$  43,722.81 


67 


The  Institute  Press.  Ltd. 
Edmonton 


II^DE-:  TO  COIJVENTION  Mlt^UTES 


Address  of:  •  • 

CD.  Lane  

Br.  .'Roht,  Nev/ton   

Presidents     

Rev.  Trendall   

Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  ...   

Amalgamation   

Bacon  Board  Statistics  

Bacon  Board,  Representation  on   

Bacon  Prices   

Bounty  on  Grows  and  Fagpies  

Bull  Pound  Greek,  Tnv^'^ti nation  of   

CBG   , 

Gentral  Bank  

Gentral  Co-op.,  Reorganization  of  

Gar  Insurance   

Gar  and  Truck  licenses  , . ,  

G.G.I.I..  ,  .  .  

Gold  Storage  Plants   .  .     ,  .   . 

Constitutional  Amendment   

Directors,  "^lection  of  .  .   

Dividends,  Rate  of   

Educational  Radio  Station 
Election  of  Officers  .... 

Embargo  on  Hogs,  Removal  of    

Earm  Debt  

Earm  Help    

Farm  Taxation,  Basis  of  ... .  .... 

Financial  Statem.ent    

Financial  Support  TJ.F.A.  Go-op   .•  

Forms  for  Collecting  Dues  ....   

E-^'atemal  Delegates  .'    

Fund  for  Junior  '."fork    

Goods  Used  in  Agricultural  Production  

Gas  Rationing  

Gas  Tax  T   •  .  .  ■  . 

Kail  Insurance   

Hogs,  ^-^eight  of   .   

International  Highvmy  ....  •  . 

Joint  Convention  

Loccl  "otion  on  Resolutions   

livestock  Buyers,  Bonding  of  

Tiade  in  Alberta  Goods,  Bonus  on  

Mechanical  loaders     

I 'ember  ship  in  Farm  Organization  

I"^inister  of  Agriculture  

""'^ame  of  New  Organization  ... 

T'^ormal  School  Tuition  Fees   . 

Old  Age  Pensions  

•Pegging  Price  o'f  Coarse  G.rains  .... 
Plebiscite   .  .     •    ■  ■  - 


1. "p 


145 

120 

lis 

145 
145 

118,  131 
137 

137,  141 

139 

141 

141 

149 

142 

129 

150 

14£,  15a 
121,  133,  148 

141 

140 

132 

130 

137 

146 

138 

135' 

135 

148-149 

118,  128 

134 

143 

12  3 

146 

151 

136 

142,  152 
141- 
139 
149 

122,123,124,125,126,127 
128 

151 

140  ' 

150 

144 

143 

151 

124 

146 

142 

135 

1 


i 


PA".:: 


Fool  Rate     ]  25 

7. 'F.A.I.,  ,  ,  .  .  .  144^  147 

President ,  Election  of    .  130 

President,  Nomination  of    ..  121,  122 

Price  Ceiling  on  Beef   ".  .  .  .  .  ,  .  140 

Peferendum  on  Important  Legislation   .  .  14-8 

Report  of:    Board  of  Directors   118 

Ca-op.  Board    ,.  121,  128 

Credentials  Committee    129 

Right  of  n.r..:.  to  speak  for  Agriculture   ,  .  .  145 

"chedule  A  -  Dominion-Provincial  Youth  Training  .  146 

Soldier  '^ett!''-^^  '^p^tr   149 

Special     "v--      '     -  140  ■ 

"^skato^-e  i  Point  Prorrci,:   151 

Secretary  'culture,  TT.q,;_  I50 

Storing  ?ee.d  and  Seed  n-r.,;  ^-  134 

Rural  Municipal  it  ie-^  .....  150 

Tax  on  Tract-^--  '^^^el   ........  ,  l**? 

u.F.c.  ......   :  ^ 

Yioe-Presi-ldL, ,  Election  of    .    ....  130 

Vote  of  Thanks   .  .  152 

"/heat  Acreage  Reduction  Bonuses   .  .  143 

'""ijeat  Bpard  and  Pri^  eads  .  144 

"leat  Policy   .....  ...  133 

■■'Innipeg  Grain  Exchange  . .  .  ,  ....  147 


» 


118. 


THE  C0I^:YE!-TTI0N 

The  Thirty-fourth  annual'  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alherta  opened  at  10  a.m.  with  President  Robert  Gardiner  in 
the  chair.     Invocation  v/as  pronounced  hy  "Rev.  Father  Brie  re. 
His  Honour  Lieut.  Governor  Bowen  gave  the  opening  address  and 
was  followed  "by  Mayor  J.  7/.  Fry  who  welcomed  the  Convention  to 
the  City. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  Chairman  with  pov^er  to  appoint  assis- 
tants.    He  appointed  Messrs.  Hugh  Aller  and. A.  B.  "vood  as 
assistant  chairruan^ 

ADDRESSES  OF  PRESIDSl^JTS .     President  'Robert  Gardiner  delivered 
his  annual  presidential  address  and  received  hearty  applause. 
Mrs.  VJinifred  Ross  delivered  her  annual  address  as  President  of 
the  U.F.W.A.  and  was  given  a  cordial  reception. 
As  the  Junior  President  was  unable  to  attend  owing  to  being  in 
the  Army,  Mr.  Eugene  0*Neil,  Vice-president  of  the  Junior  Branch, 
spoke  to  the  delegates. 

These  three  addresses  were  broadcast  over  a  netv/ork  of  CKUA  and 
CFCF. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS.     Mr.  Priestley  read  the  report 
of  Directors,     The  report  v.-as  accepted. 

Mee t ing  ad  j ourned . 

Tuesday  Afternoon. 

FUTAHCIAI  STATEirEKT.     Financial  statement  was  read  and  adoption 
carried  on  m-otion  of  Mr.  Banner. 

Amalgamation  Report  of  the  Board  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  re 
amalgamation  was  r.ead  as  follows: 

,-J.'^AIGA?>^TTOr .     Subseojient  to  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  boards  of 
the  tv^o  farrn  organizations  held  .on  Saturday,  January  17th,  the 
following  letter  was  received  by  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A.  from, 
the  Board  of  the  U.F.C.   (Alberta  Section) . 

''Gentlem.er  :     At  ^  special  meeting  of  thB  United  Farmers  of  Canada 
(Alberta  Section)  the  following  summary  of  the  essential  points 
of  amjilgamatior  were  agr'^ed  upon  and  are  herev/ith  pre.Tented: 

"V.'e  agree  to  recommend  to  our  Convention  the  amalga^Htion  of  the 
U.F.A.  and  the  U.F.C.  on  the  follov/ing  basis,  with  the  following 
points,  1-5  already  agreed  upon. 

"1.  non -political  clause 

2,  bona  fide  farmer  clause. 

3.  direct  action  as  agreed 

4,  Gom-pulsor}^  membershr  p 

5 .  name 

6  the  position  of  -t.f.a.  Co-ops. 

''We  are  v^illing  to  take  the  U.F.A.  co-op's  into  the  proposed 
amalgamation  on  condition  they  shall,  in  the  future,  be  placed 
and  operated  on  true  Rochdale  principles. 
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"This  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

'''7e  recommend  that  the  two  organizations  meet  in  joint 
convention  on  '''ednesclay  morning ,  and  that  a  speaker  from 
hoth  the  U.F.A.  and  the  U.F.c.  will  outline  the  aims  and 
objects  of  each  organization  and  no  questions  to  "be  allowed 
nach  organization  will  then -adjourn  to  their  respective  con- 
vention hall^s  for  discussion  and  any  further  decisions  can 
he  arrived  at  through  committees. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Chester  0.  McGov/an, 
Board  of  Directors  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Canada  (Alta.Sec.)" 

In  regard  to  the  six  points  discussed  at  the  joint  meeting  and 
outlined  in  the  above  letter  your  Board  recommends  to  the  Con- 
vention as  follows: 

(1)  that  in  the  event  of  amalgamation  the  nevv  organization 
shall  not  take  direct  political  action  unless  and  until  a  ple- 
biscite of  the  members  approves  by  a  tv/o -thirds  majority. 

(2)  membership  in  the  new  organization  shall  be  obtained  in 
one  of  the  followirxg  ways:     (a)    by  joining  a  local  of  the 
organization.     Such  membership  shall  be  confined  to  farmers 
resident  on  the  land  or  (persons  whose  major  source  of  income 
is  the  farm. 

(b)     by  becoming  a  member  at  large  or  an  associate  member 
thus  providing  for  those  who  participate  in  the  co-opera- 
tive activities  of  the  organization,  who  may  not  be  eli- 
gible for  full  membership,  and 

Tc)     employees  of  the  organization.    Members  under  classi- 
fications (b)  and   (c)  shall  not  have  voting  pov^^ers. 

(3)  that  we  accept  the  principle  of  direct  action  as  advocated 
by  the  LT.F.C.  providing  that  such  action  shall  first  be  approved 
in  a  plebiscite  by  a  tv/o-thirds  majority  of  the  membership. 

(4)  that  when  the  new  organization  comprises ,  fifty-one  per  cent 
of. the  farmers  of  the  province,  power  shall  be  sought  from  the 
Provincial  Government  to  enforce  membership  by  levy  or  compul- 
sory -payment  of  dues. 

(5)  in  regard  to  the  name  of  the  new  organization  no  recommen- 
dation is  made.     The  matter  is  referred  to  the  Convention  in 
full  session. 

(6)  that  the  Go-operative  as  at  present  constituted  shall  re- 
main ov.rned  and  controlled  by  the  new  farm  organization. 

President  Gardiner  outlined  how  the  U.F.C.  had  come  into  exis- 
tence, also  t'he  meetings  that  had  been  held  between  the  Boards 
of  the  two  organizations  re  the  question  of  amalgamation. 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland,  E.^.  Wagler  that  the  report  of  the 
Board  be  accepted.  Carried. 
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Moved  C,  Antonson  that  the  report  be  printed  and  handed  to 
the  delegates.     Seconded  and  carried/ 

Moved  that  we  proceed  with  the  discussion  on  amalgamation. 
Seconded  Baker.  Carried. 

1.  Non-political.    Moved  Henry  Spencer  to  insert  the  v/ords 
"Until  a  plebiscite  of  the  members  who  are  to  vote  approve 
by  a  tv/o-thirds  majority".     Seconded  E.  A.  V/agler. 

Previous,  question  was  moved.     Seconded  by  T.  Fitzgerald. 
Carried. 

Amendment  was  lost.    Motion  carried. 

Moved  E.  A.  Hanson  that  the  privilege  of  the  floor  be  extended 
to  all  members  but  that  only  delegates  be  allowed  to  vote. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

2.  Bona  fide  farmers.    Moved  to  make  members  only  bona  fide 
farmers.  Seconded. 

At  this  time  Mr.  J.  L.  McMillan,  second  vice-president  of  the 
U.F.C.   (Alberta  Section)  addressed  the  delegates,  giving  an 
outline  of  the  history  of  their  organization,  the  reason  it 
was  organized,  its  objects,  etc.    At  the  conclusion  of  his 
address  Mr.  McMillan  answered  questions  from  the  delegates. 

Moved  J.  Cameron  that  we  exte^id  Mr.  McMillan  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  his  address.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  MoBride  and  seconded  that  we  continue  with  the  discussion 
on  amalgamation.  Carried. 

Moved  E.  A.  Hanson  that  we  adjourn  until  7:30.  Carried. 

Tuesday  Evening. 

The  Convention  reassembled  at  7:45  and  enjoyed  a  fifteen-minute 
period  of  community  singing  led  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Brown,  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Visual  Instruction  of  the  University,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  J.  Kirkpatrick  on  the  piano. 

Rev.  Daniel  Young,  pastor  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian  Church, 
Edmonton,  was  introduced  to  the  delegates  by  Mr.  Priestley. 
Mr.  Young  gave  a  brief  address  which  was  very  much  enjoyed. 
Mr.  Gardiner  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  to  Mr. 
Young, 

PH.  ROBEr:T  I^ISV.TON.    Mr.  Priestley  also  introduced  to  the  Conven 
tion  the  guest  speaker  of  the  evening,  Dr.  Robert  Newton,  actiA 
President  of  the  University  of  Alberta  and  former  Dean  of  Agri- 
culture.    Dr.  Newton  gave  the  delegates  a  very  excellent  talk 
on  "Preparing  to  Win  the  Peace".    He  was  given  very  hearty 
applause  at  the  conclusion  of  his  address. 
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2.  .BONA  FIDE  FARMERS.  Moved  H.  E.  Spencer,  Bone.  The 
section  was  carried,  with  the  addition  of  a  clause  that 
"the  trust  funds  created  by  the  life  members  would  have 
to  be  transferred  to  the  new  organization".  ' 

3.  DH^CT  ACTION.     Moved  Bone,   seconded.     After  lengthy 
discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  'A'agler,  Ver- 
cammert,     Carried.    The  section  was  carried. 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

4..     Moved  ,  seconded  by  ilr.  Bone. 

Moved  in  amendment  McBride ,  if  approved  by  a  "majority  vote 
of  any  convention",  seconded. 

Amendiient 'lost .     Original  motion  carried. 

5,.  Moved  E.  A.  Hanson  that  we  do  not  change  our  name.  Sec- 
onded .  .  .  . 

Moved  in  amendment  Bone,  that  the  word  "association  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  word  "Alberta".  This  motion  w$is  ruled  out 
of  order. 

Moved  J.  Cameron  that  we  adjourn.     Seconded  Runte . 
Carried  at  11:00  p.m. 

Wednesday  Mornin,'?,. 
President  G-ardiner  in  the  chair. 

C  .C .  I.L.    Mr,  Bright  of  Bulyea,  Saskatchewan,  spoke  for  an 
hour  on  behalf  of  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Limited. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  Mr.  Bright  answered  questions 
for  the  delegates. 

Moved  Wagler  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bright  for 
his  address.     Seconded  and  carried  by  applause. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    The  Order  of  Business  Committee  recommended 
that  the  Convention  continue  the  discussion  on  amalgamation  at 
the  evening  session . 

Moved  Church,  Wagler.  Carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OP.  BOARD.     Report  read  by  Mr.  Priestley. 

Moved  Cameron  that  the  .report  be  received  and  that  it  be  con- 
sidered paragraph  by  paragraph.     Seconded  by  Fawcett. 

NOMBTATION  OF  PR'^SIDENT.     The  following  were  nominated:  Messrs.' 
R.  Cardiner;  Roy  McBride ;  J".  K.  Sutherland,  withdrew;  -J.  M. 
B  en 1 1  e  y ,  vf it  hd  re  w . 

Moved  that  nominations  close Seconded  and  carried. 
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yOMJMATION  OF  PRZSIDEIFr.t   Moved  .MoBride  that  vve  delay  nomina- 
tion of  officers  until  after  the  quest  3.on  of  amalgamation  is 
cleared  up .  - 

Seconded  Henry  Young, 

A.fter  lengthy  discussion  moved  "7aite  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  put.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  that  v/e  adjourn  until  2  o'clock.     Seconded  and  carried. 
'  -'"ednesday  Afternooi'! . 


Mr.  '"'ood  in  the  chair. 

Discussion  resumed  on  report  of  the  Board  of  the  Co-operative. 

ORDITR  OY  moW^3S.    Mr.  Church,  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Busi-, 
ness  Comm.ittee  reported  that  there  had  been- some  m.isunder stand  ing 
with  regard  to  election  of  officers,  and  moved  that  the  question 
of  postponing  election  of  officers  be  recommended.     Seconded  H. 
Spencer,  Carried. 

Moved  Bentley  that  the  election  of  officers  of  the  IJ.F.A.  be 
postponed  until  after  the  question  of  amalgamation  has  been 
settled.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 


JO  BIT  C  CF"^.^rT  I  ON .  Mr.  E.  A.  Eanson  asked  if  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  joint  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  IT.F.C.  . 

Mr,  G-ardiner  introduced  a  delegation  from  the  U.F.C.  (Alberta 
Section)  consisting  of  Messrs.  McGowan  and  Austin,  who  had  come 
to  report  on  the  outcome  of  the  deliberations  of  the  U.F.C.  at 
the  present  time.    Mr.  McGowan  addressed  the  Convention  and 
stated  that  their  organization  could  not  consider  amalgam.ating 
under  the  name  of  the  U.F.A,     They  would  like  to  call  a  joint 
convention  to  discuss  this  question. 

Moved  Cameron  that  v/e  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  delegation 
from  the  Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Young  that  v^e  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  U.F.C.  to  hold 
a  joint  session  on  Thursday  to  arrange  amalgamation  and  take 
such  action  as  the  majority  decides,  representation  to  the  meet- 
ing to  be  on  an  equal  basis. 

T'oved  McBride  that  vve  adjourn  the  discussion  of  the  Co-operative 
Report  and.  take  up  the  question  of  am^algamat ion.  Seconded 
Spencer.     Carried.  . 

Moved  in  amendment,  V^agler  and  seconded,  that  a  Comjnittee  be 
appointed  nov/  to  go  into  the  membership  of  the  U,F,G.  and  U.F.A. 
to  arrange  for  per  capita  representation. 

T'oved  ^riestley  that  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  interview 
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the  IT.?/"'.^i.  Convention  to  see  if  they  oould  adjourn  their 
meeting  and' meet  in  Joint  session  in  the  morning.  Seconded 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Church  reported  that  the  U.F.V'.A.  agreed  to  change  their 
program  so  as  to  he  ahle  to  m.eet  in  joint  session  on  Thursday 
morning. 

The  amendm.ent  carried. 

Mr,  'Vood  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words, after  the 
word  "amalgamation",     "seconded . 

Ii!otion  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment,  Bentley,  that  decision  made  at  that  joint 
Convention        be  ratified  at  the  joint  convention.    Ruled  out 
of  order    Mr.  Russell  Johnson  moved  to  add  to  the  first  am-end- 
ment  the  v/ords  "and  we  suggest  that  the  U.F.C.  come  prepared 
to  hold  a"  joint  business  convention  on  the  basis  of  their  m-era- 
ber'ship".     Ruled  out  of  order. 

Moved  J.  Barnes,  Bindloss,  that  the  tv/o  boards  meet  and  discuss 
a  possible  name  that  might  be  acceptable  to  the  joint  session. 
Seconded.     This  resolution  was  later  withdrav/n. 

Moved  that  the  Chair  appoint  representatives  of  the  n.F.A. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  Chair 
to  make  the  arrangements  for  the  .joint  convention.     Seconded  and 
carried.     The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Cameron,  Bentley  and 
".'he  at  ley  as  the  U.F.A.  Committee. 

Discussion  resumed  on  the  Report  of  the  Co-operative  Board. 

Moved  "'agler  that  we  go  back  to  our  regular  business.  Seconded 
Spencer  and  carried. 

Mr.  McCool  also  ansv/ered  questions  from  the  delegates  on  the 
operation "of  the  store, 

Mr.  Cardiner  expressed  appreciation  to  the  delegates  for  nominat- 
ing him  again  to  the  office  of  President. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  6:15  until  7:45. 

V/ednesday  Evening, 

Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  Chair. 

The  session  opened  with  community  singing  led  by  H.  F.  Brown, 
accompanied  by  Jean  Kirkpatrick. 

FR^lTERI-lAl  DFLS0^7n]3.     Fraternal  greetings  were  brought  from  the 
following  associations:    Unite-d  Grain  Growers  Limited,  Snow  Sears 
of  Nanton;  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  Lew  Hutchinson  of 
Calgary;  United  Farmers  of  Canada  (Saskatchev/an  Section)  .  Frank 
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Eliason,  Seoretar^^,  F.askatoon;  Alberta  "'heat  Pool,  Ben  Flumer , 
Bassano;  a  telegram  of  greetings  was  read  from  the  Manitoba 
V^Hieat  Pool  T^levators  ;  Manitoba  Federat ion  of  Agriculture.  A 
letter  of  regret  at  not  being  able  to  have  a  delegate  present 
was  read  from,  the  M.F.A.;  United  Farmers  of  Canada  (Alberta 
Section)  Mr.  Jackson,  Irma;  Mr.  Thomas  Acheson  of  the  C.P.R. 
also  brought  greetings. 

ORDSR  OF  BU3Iini:sS.     Moved  Church  that  we  hold  a  joint  session. 
Seconded  '"'agler.  Carried. 

It  was  later  reported  that  the  joint  session  of  the  two  asso- 
ciations would  be  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall  at  9  a.m.  on  Thurs- 
day.    As  the  hall  will  only  seat  750,  it  was  agreed  that  all 
delegates  should  be  seated  before  visitors  are  allowed;  the 
cost  of  the  hall  to  be  divided  betv/een  the  tv/o  organizations. 

NALiE]  OF  Tim  NEW  ORGANIZATION.     The  motion  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention "That  we  retain  the  name  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta" 
was  again  brought  up  for  discussion. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Cam.eron: 

"That,  iipag_jnuch_As  there  is  built  up  in  the  U.F.A.  assets  up- 
ward of  •f200,000.00  in  addition  to  trust  funds  of  liTe  members, 
legacies,  etc.  that  by  union  the  U.F.C.  members  will  become 
joint  owners  in,  and  as  we  must  bring  v/ith  us  into  the  union 
the '  goodwill  of  the  U.F.A.  v/hose  members  for  upward  of  thirty 
years  have  held  the  nam.e  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  with  the 
standard  of  equity  in  very  high  regard,  and  as  the  U.F.A.  is 
the  oldest  farm  organization  in  Canada  and  as  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture  is  the  logical  uniting  agency  as 
betV'/een  Provincial  farm  organizations,  v/e ,  therefore,  invite 
the  U.F.C.  for  the  sake  of  unity  to  accept  the  name  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta." 

Mr.  Hanson  who  had  moved  the  original  resolution,  agreed  to 
accept  Mr,  Cameron^ s  motion,  and  withdrew  his  own. 

Moved  in  amendment,  Lane,  Phillips,  to  add  the  words  "affilia- 
tion with  the  U.F.C". 

Moved  Hennig  that  we  deeply  regret  the  possible  necessity  of 
changing  the  name  of  our  organization  but  if  essential  will  con- 
sent to  some  change  of  name  of  the  nev\^  organization.  Seconded. 

This  resolution  v/as  lost  by  a  vote  of  3. 

The  previous  question  v/as  moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Amendment  to  add  the  words,  "affiliated  with  the  U.F.C."  was 
lost . 

Original  motion  carried. 

SECTION  6.    Moved  Colvin  and  Thompson. 
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T'^oved  in  airendment  J.  K.  Sutherland  to 'add  the  words  "and 
that  the  Go-operative  cannot  be  removed  from  such  ownership 
and  control  except  by  a  plebiscite  of  the  membershio  of  two- 
thirds  majority  of  the  membership". 

Seconded  Price.     Amendment  carried. 

Section  6  as,  amended  carried. 

Meeting  adjoumqd  at  11:45  p.m. 

Thu  r sd  ay  Mo  rn i np:. . 

JCr:T  CONVENT  ION.     Robert  Gardiner,  President  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  stated 
that -the  tvra  Executives  had  decided  to  recommend^ that  I.!r. 
Austin  act  as  Chairman  from  the  U.F.C.  and  Mr.  "'ood  from  the 

TT  P  A 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  be  put  into  effect. 
Carried . 

Mr.  '"food  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  "Tie  at  ley  moved  that  a  tim.e  limit  of  five  minutes  be  placed- 
on  all  speakers  and  that  speakers  be  allowed  to  speak  only  once. 

Seconded . 

^■bved  in  amendment  "'agler,  to  limit  speakers  to  three  minutes. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Cardir-er  m_ade  an  explanation  of  the  situation  as  viewed  by 
the  tv/o  Executives  at  the  present  time^    Tie  stated  that  the  two 
organizations  had  the  same  people  to  serve,  the  same  objectives 
and  the  same  ideals.     If  we  can  amalgamate  the  two  organizations 
we-  can  better  serve  the  people  v/e  are  organized  to  serve  .  He 
mentioned  that  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  v/ay  of  immediate 
amialgamation  were  the  financial  assets  of  the  IT. P. A.  organiza- 
tion, the  surplus  in  the  Co-operative  Association,  trust  funds 
of  life  members,  etc.    Mr.  Gardiner  stated  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  secure  legislation  to  transfer  these  trust  funds 
to  another  organization  and  that  the  Co-operative  v^rould  have  to 
secure  a  new  Charter.' 

Mr,'  Gardiner  Yiant  on  to  say  that  in  view  of  all  those  things, 
plus  the  high  place  the  name  of  the  U.P.A.  holds  with  many 
thousand  people  throughout  the  province  that  it  would  beneces- 
sai^y  for  the  U.P.A,  to  elect  its  o.wn  officers  in  order  to  com- 
plete amalgamation  and  to  function  during  the  time  that  amal-  ' 
gamation  is  in  course  of  consumm.ation .    He  urged  the  delegates 
not  to  take  hasty  action  that  might  impair  the  success  of  the 
nev/  organization. 

^■r.  McGov/an,  President  of  the  U.P.G.,  followed  Mr.  Gardiner  and 
outlined  the  r-asons  for  the  U.F  .C .  (Albe  rta  Section)  coming  into 
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being.    ITe  also  thought  that  it  vould  be  necessary  to  take 
some  time  to  work  out  the  legal  difficulties  of  amalgamating 
and  that  haste  should  be  avoided. 

Mrs.  V.'inifred  Ross,  President  of  the  United  Farm  V^omen  of 
Alberta,  drew  the  attention  of  the  U.F.C.  delegates  to  the 
■'.'fomen's  and  Junior  sections  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
and  stated  that  the  name  United  Farm.  7''omen  meant  a  great  deal 
not  only  to  the  rural  people  of  Alberta,  but  Canada  as  a  whole. 

At  this  tim.e  Mr.  Austin  took  the  Chair. 

Moved  Henry  Young  that  this  joint  convention  complete  the  amal- 
gamation at  the  earliest  possible  .  date ,  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the 
U.F.C.   (Alberta  Section).     Seconded  Rice  Sheppard.  Carried 
unanimously. 

It  v/as  suggested  that  the  Board  of  the  new  organization  be  elected 
to  take  office  when  amalgamation  can  be  completed  and  in  the  mean- 
time to  carry  on  with  the  old  officers  of  both  organizations. 

Moved  Russell  Johnson  t^at  discussion  be  allov/ed  freely  on  the 
matter  of  amalgamation  unless  a  resolution  is  before  the  Uouse. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Mr.  Lanipert  that  differences  of  opinion  between  the  U.F.A. 
and  the  U.F.C.  be  brought  before  the  House. 

Moved  that  the  matters  that  have  to  be  settled  in  regard  to  amal- 
gam-ation  be  left  to  the  two  boards  to  be  worked  out.  Seconded. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Lampert  accused  mem.bers  of  the  executives  of  the  two  organi- 
zations of  not  being  in  favor  of  amalgamation  and  not  carrying 
out"  the  wishes  of  their  conventions.    This  statement  was  chal- 
lenged by  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  McGowan. 

^"r    'Tood  ruled  that  unless  Mr.  Lampert  v/ithdrev/  these  accusations 
he 'would  not  be  allowed  to  speak  again  during  the  Convention.  Mr. 
Lampert  withdrew  his  statements. 

Mr.  Gardiner  stated  that  only  officers  and  delegates  of  the  two 
organizations  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 

I^oved  Jackson  that  we  accept  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  but 
that  from  this  gathering  we  appoint  a  permanent  body  to  act  as 
arbitrator  between  the  boards  of  the  two  organizations. 

This  motion  was  held  until  later. 

T>'^oved  Moore  that  we  take  a  standing  vote  as  to  whether  the  inde- 
pendent name  is  acceptable  to  the  delegates. 

T'oved  Lam-oert  that  differences  of  opinion  between  the  U  F.C.  and 
the  U.F.a"".  be  brought  before  the  House.     Seconded  Lost. 

Moved  Youn-  that  the  name  of  the  new  organization  be  The  Farmers' 
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Union  of  Alberta.  Seconded. 

It  was  stated  fron  the  floor  that  this  name  was  already 
under  Chartsr. 

LToved  Young  that  we  now  proceed  to  discuss  the  name  of  the 
new  organization.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Mr.  Gardiner  advised  that  the  executives  of  the  two  organi- 
zations had  coire  to  an  agreement  on  procedure.    He  stated 
that  the  following  resolution  had  been  passed  by  the  TJ.F.A. 
the  previous  evening: 

That,   in  as  much  as  there  is  built  up  in  the  U.F.A.  assets 
upward  of  *200,000.00  in  addition  to  trust  funds  of  life 
members,  legacies,  etc.  that  by  union  the  U.F.C.  members  v/ill 
become  joint  o\vners  in,  and  as  we  must  bring  with  us  into  the 
union  the  goodwill  of  the  U.F.A.  whose  members  for  upward  of 
thirty  years  hold  the  name  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  with  the 
standard  of  equity  in  very  high  regard,  and  as  the  U.F.A.,is 
the- oldest  farm -organization  in  Canada  and  as  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture  is  the  logical  uniting  agency  as 
between  Provincial  farm  organizations ,  we,  therefore,  invite 
the  U.F.C.  for  the  sake  of  unity  to  accept  the  name  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta. 

Mr.  McG-owan  stated  that  the  U.F.C.  had  voted  in  Convention 
that  they  could  not  amalgamate  under  the  name  of  the  U.F.A. 

Moved  Rice  Sheppard  that  we  name  our  organization  United  Far- 
mers of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  (Section  llo.  1).  Seconded 
Anton . 

Moved  Miller  in  amendment  that  all  the  words  after  "United 
Farmers"  be  struck  out.  Seconded. 

Moved  F.  A.  Hanson  in  view  of  the  fact  that  amalgamation  can- 
not be  consumjmted  immediately  that  a  plebiscite  of  the  two 
organizations  be  taken. 

Moved  Russell  Johnson  that  the  question  of  the  name  be  dropped 
until  the  matter  of  amalgam.ation  has  been  consummated. 

Mr,  Young  m.oved  as  a  substitute  motion  that  the  name  of  the  new 
organization  be  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union. 

The  following  names  were  also  suggested:    Federation  of  Alberta 
Farmers;  United  Farmers  Lim-ited;  United  Farmers  Association. 

Moved  that  four  names  be  presented  and  a  vote  taken. 

Moved  Jackson  that  we  limit  the  choice  of  names  to  four  and  that 
we  make  a  decision  on  one  of  them. 

The  following  names  were  presented:  United  Farmers  Association; 
Alberta  Farmers  Union;  Confedgjat ion  of  Albeirba  Farmers;  Alberta 
Farmers  United;  Alberta  Federated  Farmers;  United  Farmers' 
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Association  of  Canada;  United  Farmers  of  Alberta;  United  Far- 
mers of  Canada  (Alberta  Section). 

Moved  Boutillier  that  the  names  U.F.A.  and  U.F.C.  be  taken  off 
the  list. 

On  a  question  from  Mr,  V/heatley  it  v/as  stated  that  the  ba^is  of 
representation  of  the  U.F.A.  was  1  to  10;  the  U.F.C.  also  being 
on  this  basis. 

Moved  to  delet*"of  Canada"  in  the  name  United  Farmers  Association 
of  Canada,     "^seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  that  the  name  Alberta  Farmers  United  be  taken  from,  the  list. 
Seconded . 

Moved  to  ballot  on  the. names.  Seconded. 

Moved  Fenry  Young  that  we  take  the  vote  on  a  show  of  hands,  the 
lov/est  one  being  dropped.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Messrs.   rJheatley  and  McBride  v^^ere  appointed  scrutineers  for  the 
U.F.A.  and  Messrs.  Scott  and  Craddock  for  the  U.F.C. 

The  name  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  received  a  clear  majority. 

Moved  Lovelock  and  seconded,  that  this  name  be  made  unanimous.  Lost. 

Mr.  Cardiner  advised  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  complete  amal- 
gamation today  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  secure  special  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  certain  U.F.A.  trust  funds,  etc.,  and  that  the 
U.F.A.  would  therefore  elect  its  officers  as  previously  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  amalgamation. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1:15. 

Thursday  Afternoon. 

i:r.  Cardiner  in  the  Chair, 

A  wire  of  greetings  was' read  from  Mr.  John  T?opchean.  of  Bellis, 

C0-0FFP-ATrr5  BOAPJ  ^FORT  .    Discussion  v/as  continued  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Go-op. 

Motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  carried. 

F INANC lAL  S TATEME  M* .     Moved  Schmaltz  and  seconded,  that  the 
f  i nan c  ial  s t  at e me n t  be  re  ce  iv ed  . 

0"^.DER  OF  BUSP'F^S.     ReconBuended  that  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Co-operative  Board  Report  that  resolutions  pertaining  to  the 
Co-operative  be  considered;  that  election  of  President  take 
place  at  3:45  to  be  followed  by  nomination  and  election  of  vice- 
president  and  that  election  of  directors  be  held  at  5  o'clock. 


Seconded.  Carried. 


( 


■ 
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Discussion  \ms  resumed  on  the  financial  statenxnt. 

T.Ir.  Gardiner  introduced  to  the  delegates  Mr.  '•'illiam  Lliller, 
^.dinonton,  the  ^"heat  King,  and  Mr.  :Villiam  Skladin,  the  Oat 
^mg.    kr'.  Gardiner  congratulated  these  tv;o  gentlemen  on  their 
success  on  hehalf  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta. 

Zr-   ^SQHGAITEATION  OF  U.F.A.  CENTl^L  CO-OP.   (U.F.A.  Board). 

^r.ereas,  at  the  1941  Convention  the  Board. Vv-as  instr-acted 

t a  bring  to  this  convention  recommendations  on  the  reorganization 
of  L.F.rx.  Central  Co-opeiative  Association,  and  it  was  suggested 
tnat  these  recommendations  include  use  of  the  revolving  door 
fund  principle  for  the  creation  of  capital; 

Your  Board  therefore  reports  that  after  full  and  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  whole  structure  of  the  Go-operative  it  sees  no  neces- 
sity for  any  fundamental  change  in  organization.     The  Co-operative 
is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta .     It  is 
on  a  membership  basis.     There  is  no  share  capital.     It  is  governed 
democratically  through  this  convention.     The  locals  of  the  U.F.A. 
are  the  basic  governing  unit.     Through  their  delegates  they  elect 
annually  the  trustees  of  the  Co-operative. 

The  Board  recommends  to  this  convention  that  in  compliance  mth 
the  latter  portion  of  the  1941  resolution  a  revolving  door  fund 
be  set  up  to  provide  for  working  capital  for  the  Co-operative  as 
follows: 

1.  The  annual  dividends,  if  and  .when  declared  in  the  ensuing 
three -financial  years,  i.e.,  the  years  ending  October  31,  1942, 
1943  and  1944,  shall  be  deferred  until  three^years  hence,  res- 
pectively, 

2.  Such  dividends  shall  apply  to  all  commodities  with  the  ex- 
ception of  suc7h  as  may  be  specifically  excluded  by  the  Board. 

3.  Dividends  entering  into  the  revolving  door  fund  shall  not 
bear  interest . 

4.  The  plan  shall  be  submitted  to  the  organized  IT.F.A.  District 
Co-operatives,  and  shall  not  apply  to  the. locals  comprising 
their  membership  unless  adopted  by  their  respective  co-operative 
associations. 

Moved  Camjr.ert.     "Seconded.     Later  adopted. 

Discussion  on  this  resolution  was  adjourned  while  Mr.  McBride, 
nominee  for  President,  addressed  the  delegates..  Mr.  Gardiner 
also  spoke  briefly. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CREDSNTIAI^  COl'milTTEE.     Mr.  M.  H.  V/ard,  on  behalf 
of  the  Credentials  Committee,  reported  as  follows:     203  U.F.A.  , 
68  U.F.V.'.A.,  6  Junior;  14  U.F.A.  Officers,  16  U.F.V7.A.  Officers, 
3  Juniors;  making  a  total  of^lO. 
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l!oved  '.''/ard  that  the  report  he  accepted. 
Seconded  and  carried, 

ORDZ^.  OF  BU.'^BiE5S.     Committee  moved  that  recommendations  from 
the  joint  meeting  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  U.F.C.  be  considered  at 
9:30  Friday  morning.  Seconded. 

After  a  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  moved  "by  H.  E. 
Spencer,  I.  V.  Macklin.  Carried. 

Resolution  No.  23  carried. 

No.  15.     RATE  OF  DIV3DFIIDS.     (Loyalty  Local  U.F.A.)     '^/hereas,  the 
feeling  exists  among  co-operatively  minded  U.F.A.  members  that  there 
is  unfair  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  Central  Go-operative 
Association  in  the  rate  of  dividends  allov/ed  some  U.F.A.  groups 
and  the  rate  allowed  other  U.F.A.  groups); 

Therefore'  be  it  resolved,   that  this  convention  hereby  instruct  the 
Central  Co-operative  Association  to  take  such  steps  as  will  put  all 
U.F.A.  members  on  the  same  basis  as  regards  the  rate  of  dividends 
pa  id  . 

Moved  3.  Hepburn.     Seconded  3,  VJ.  Stasel. 

Moved  in  amendment,  I.  V.  Macklin,  that  \re  recommend  that  these 
Associations  make  an  agreement  v/ith  Central  Office  to  pay  the  same 
rate  of  dividend  to  their  members  as  does  Central  Office.  Seconded, 

Amendm.ent  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

ILECTIOy  OF  PRE 3 IDE CT,     The  Credentials  Comnittee  reported  that  Mp. 
Gardiner  had  been  elected  President.     This  announcement  y/?s  received 
with  applause .  - 

Mr.  McBride  congratulated  Mr.  Gardiner  and  xvished  him  success. 

VICE -PRE  SIDECT .  The  following  were  nominated:  J.  M.  Bentley,  with- 
drew; J".  K.  Sutherland;  i^S^/B^.  Plumer,  withdrew;  H.  E.  Spencer,  with- 
drew; R.*  McBride,.  withdrew. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  close.  Carried. 

Mr.  Sutherland  v;as  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Sutherland  then  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  honor  that  had 
been  given  him. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  this  time  for  election  of  Directors. 

Friday  Morning. 
Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  Chair-. 
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AI.IAIX>A?'L4TI0N.    Mr.  Gardiner  outlined  the  situation  regarding 
transferring  or  distributing  assets  of  the  Association.  In 
order  to  make  any  transfer  it  would  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
consent  of  the  shareholders.     Therefore,  no  matter  v/hat  v/e  de- 
cide upon  here  and  no  matter  how  unanimous  that  decision  may  be, 
v/e  can  only  recommend  to  the  shareholders  that  these  things  be 
done.     legislat'n-!  -nil  >:-:^v^  to  h.-  obtained  to  make  this  legal. 

Moved  I^^'elson  tliat  v;e  refer  the  matter  of  amalgamation  and  jiame 
>ack  to  our  locnls  for  their  decision. 


'Seconded  Jolmson. 

This  resolution  was  withdrawn. 


Moved  Johncon,  v/hereas  our  name,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
expresses  perfectly  the  policj'-  of  our  organization  and  has  for 
thirty-four  years  stood  for  democratic  progress,  equal  rights 
for  all  and  special  privileges  to  none,  and 

""he  re  a  3  our  name  coinijiands  the  respect  of  all  fa  ir-ninded  people 
in  Alberta ,  ' 


Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  retain  our  lita-e  and  earnestly 
req.uest  the  TJ.F.O.   (Alberta  Section)  to  reconsider  its  refusal  to 
accept  amalgamation  under  the  IT.F.A.  name, 

'^'T.'  Farper  moved  a  substitute  resolution  which  the  Chair  ruled  out 
of  order. 


Moved  substitute  motion  by  Henry  Young,  that  we  endorse  the  action 
taken  by  the  joint  convention  and.  hereby  instruct  our  Board  of 
Directors  to  take  all  the  necessarj^  steps  as  soon  as  practicable 
to  effect  amalganjation  by  these  tv/o  farmers'  organizations,  under 
the  name  Alberta  Farrers'  Union, 

Seconded  Harper. 

Moti":         substitute  was  lost. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded. 

Carried . 

The  resolution  of         Russell  Johnson  v/as  r-orr^ied. 

Moved  T.  Y.  Macklin  that  v/e  ratify  the  action  taken  by  the  joint 
c  3- ticn ,  a sk i ng  for  amal gama  t i o n . 

'^oGonded  Bentley, 

Resolution  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Moved  Macklin  that  we  ratify  the  resolution  passed  in  regard  to 
the  nar;ie  of  the  new  organizati  ■  . 
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Seconded  Bentlev, 


Chair 


.r  order,  us  it  ..as  contrary  to  the 


previous  resolution  passed . 
".-'e;'  T/Iacklin  that  we  rescind  th.e  previous      ;  olution . 
"■jconded  H,  Young, 
"lis  motion  was  v/itMrawn. 

I.-'oved  Pye  that  during  the  coming  ye  ..x'  oar  Board  be  instructed  to 
take  any  action  which  may  in  their  judgment  seem  necessary  to  bring 
the  ipatter  of  amalgamation  before  the  locals(j.n  the  coming  year)  so 
as  to  be  in  a  position  to  discuss  the  matter  of  amalgamation  more 
intelligently(^during  the  com-ing  year^ 


'Tacklin. 
Jarriod  Ltnanimously , 

"^::tiq!7  c?  dihectqrs 

iiTHABASCji 
BATTI2  P-IVZR 
BO'.V  RIWR 

iethbrii^t'e: 

likClZOr:-,  7.  CALGARY 

L'lEDICIIvE  HAT  . 

PEACE  RIVER 

JA3PER-ED.30]iT , 
E.  EDllOKTON 

RED  DEER 

VEGREVJI.IS 
V.ETASKI77IK 


The  follov/ing  slate  of  Directors  was  read  : 


U.F.A. 
U.E.?/.A. 

U.F.A. 


U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 
U.F.'T.A. 

U.F.A. 
U.F.^Y.A. 

U.F.A. 
U.F.".... 

U.F.A. 

TT         "  ' 

U  .F  .A . 


U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 
U.F. 77.21. 

U.F.A. 
U.F.'/V.A. 

U.F.A. 

•U.F."'  -. 


JA1-.!E3  CAmOK,  YOUlNrGSTOV/N 

iviRs.  J.  p:.  sutberlamd,  haiika 

CIIA3.  WATSON,  PICARDVIIi:- 
LIRG.  BELLA  LYON,  ^':S3TL0CE: 

A.  B.   y/OOD,  DEi'JBERRY 
IvIRS.  R.  B.  GUNN,  FURNE3S 

GEO.  E.  CHURCH,  BALZAC 
lie.     .  BARKER,  CONRICH 

CARL  COLVIN,  3EDGEWICK 


"OA 


YME,  STETTLER 


LESTER  LEE,  WOOLFORD 

::IS3  M.  COLTLAITD,  LETHBRIDGE 

H.  H.  mRD,  ARROVr/OOD 

^.  I.^cBREE,  ARROW/VOOD 

R.  McFANUS,  RAINIER 

MRS.  R.  B.  WIT.LIAIvISON,  SCAIDIA 

TTUGH  ALLEN,  HUALLEN 
NOT  APPOINTED 

J.  M.  EENTLEY,  R.R.5,  N.  EDMONTON 
MISS  M.  RAFN,  BON  ACCORD 

R.  PYE,  PEmOLD 
MRS.  R.  PYE,  PEN^iOIE' 

?IE]}INIG,  FORT  SASKATCHEVM 
LIRS.  E.  lOHNSTON,  LAIdONT 

.M.  RUNTE,  7ffiTA3i:r,7IN, 
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■'Dved  H.  E.  Spencer,  H.  0.  Young,  that  these  elections '  he  rati- 
fied. 

"'hereas,  considerahle  progress  has  heen  made  in.Alherta 


in  the  organizing  of  district  units  of  Canadian  Co-operative  Iraple- 
.    ments  Limited  so  that  the  northern  half  of  the  province  is  now  being 
canvassed  for  share  capital  by  six  such  Implement  Co-operative 
Associations,  and 

"hereas,  much  assistance  will  he  needed  by  these  six.  units,  and 

"nereas,  assists.r  -e  -i^.].  :  Iso  be  needed  to  organize  the  southerly 
areas,  and 

"hereas,  funds  for  the  purpose  are  not  yet  forthcoming  from  Alberta 
sources  sufficient  to  finance  this  organizing  work, 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  instruct  the  Board  of  Directors  to  continue  to  make  available 
for  the  use  of  Canadian  Co-operative   Implem.ents  Limited  the  services 
of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  offices  and  render  such  financial  assis- 
tance as  they  find  to  be  feasible. 

Moved  N.  F    Priestley.     Seconded  and  carried. 

POOL  ?ATE.     R'oved  'Tard  that  the  Pool  Rate  be  set  at  ;'12.00. 

Seconded  Pye.  Carried. 


Meeting  adjourned  until  2  o'clock, 

Friday  Afternoon. 


Mr.  '"ood  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  C-ardiner  announced  that  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Russell  Johnston 
asking  the  U.F.C..  to  come  in  under  the  U.F.A.  name  had  passed  178 
to  62.  ,  . 

No.  5.  ;v^AT  POLICY,   (Board  Resolution).    Y/hereas,  there  are  large 
quantities  of  wheat  in  storage  in  Canada,  and 

'"hereas,   it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  this  accumulation  of 
wheat  instead  of  being  a  problem  and  a  liability  is  instead  one  of 
tile  greatest  and  most  vital  contributions  to  the  cause  of  world 
security  and  in  the  period  of  post-war  adjustment  will  be  a  boon 
,   to  humanity; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  impress  on  the  Dominion  Government 
the  vital  necessity  of  the  follov/ing  suggestions:     (l)     That  all 
the  1942  wheat  crop  be  handled  by  the  Canadian  VTieat  Board  with  an 
initial  payment  of  not  less  than  51.00  a  bushel  .No.  1  Northern  lake 
or  ocean  terminal;   (2)     That  in  the  event  o.f  it  becoming  apparent 
that  ?'estern  Canada  will  harvest  a  normal  or  large  crop  in  1942, 
that  no  more  expensive  terminal  facilities  be  erected  ■vhich  are 
costly  both  to  erect  and  operat-e-,-  and  in  addition  offer  a  vital 
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target  for  enemy  aircraft,  but  instead  that  provieion  be  made 
to  enable  this  grain  to  be  stored  in  security  on  the  farm  v/ith 
at  least  the  same  assistance  given  to  farmers  as  v/as  given  to 
the  elevator  companies  in  the  erection  of  temporary  storage  at 
the  teiminal,  and  to  this  end  we  v;ould  suggest  loans  to  farmers 
to  erect  granaries  on  the'  farm,  such  loans  to  be  a  first  charge 
against  wheat  stored;  (3)    Loans  to  farmers  on  v/heat  stored  on 
the  farm  up  to  at  least  IQil-j  of,  the  initial  paym^ent ;     (4)  3uch 
amendments  to  the  Prairie  Farm  Assistance  Act  as  v/ill  enable  an 
emergency  year  to    be  brought  into  operation  irrespective  of  the 
price  or  initial- payment  on  wheat;   (5)     Increases  in  the  amounts 
paid  to  farmers  under  the  P.F.A.A.  to  the  end  that  farmers  coming 
under  the  Act  be  enabled  to  function  efficiently;   (6)  Encourage- 
ment of  policies  leading  tov/ards  the  conservation  and  restoration 
of  our  soils,  such  as  a  gradual  shifting  from  soil  depleting  to 
soil  restoring  grasses  and  legumes;  measures  and  cultivation  prac- 
tices designed  to  prevent  wind   and  water  erosion  and  such  payrosnts 
f3r  same  as  will  enable  farnErs  to  live  and  farm  efficiently  while 
making  such  changes . 

"'"oved,  seconded  axid  carried. 

Fo.  14.     FIFAITCIAL  SUPPORT  ?Q^.  IJ.F.A.  CO-OP.     (Advance  local  #149). 
V/hereas,  the  history  of  consumer- co-operation  shows  clearlj'-  that 
the  volume  of  business  is  lim.ited  only  to  the  am^ount  of  working 
capital  available,  and 

"Hiereas,  v:e  can  never  realize  the  full  benefits  of  consumer  co- 
operation until  vre  provide  our  own  working  capital; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  '/e  recommend  to  the  directors  through 
this  convention,  that  they  formulate  plans  to  contact  every  farmer  . 
in  Alberta  during  the  next  six  months  v/ith  a  viev/  to  niembership,  and 

Second,  that  each  member  make  a  loan  to  the  Central  Office  of  '^S.OO. 
or  "^lO.OO  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and 

Third,  that  if  found  necessary  or  advisable  to  pay  interest  on  such 
loans,  the  rate  shall  not  exceed  1-^^  and  shall  be  added  to  the  prin- 
cipal for  at  least  two  years. 

'-oved .  Seconded. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Co-op. 
Board  . 

Seconded  V'agler.  Carried. 

ITo.  41.     ST0RII7G  YITD  AM)  SEED  ORiiPI.   (Acadia  Federal  Constituency) 
Tnereas,  there  has  occurred  very  considerable  crop  damage  in  certain 
very  large  areas  in  A-lberta  and  Saskatchev/an ;  and 

""hereas,  two  successive  crop  failures  are  of  common  occurrence  in 
the  semi-arid  areas  of  these  tv/o  provinces,  and 

''liereas,  there  are  at  present  inr  the  country  elevators  in  this  area 
-or  sid arable  stocks  of  best  seed  wheat  and  coarse  grains; 


I 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  ask  the  Federal  Ooverninent  and 
the  '%eat  Board  to  inaugurate  such  measures  as  will  ensure  the 
holding  in  the  country  elevators  in  such  area's  of  sufficient  feed 
and  seed  grains  for  tvvo  years  so  as  to  obviate  reshipment  of  such 
grain  back  into  the  area  in  the  event  of  two  successive  crop  fail-  ' 
ures . 

Moved  J.  E.  Sutherland.     Seconded.  Carried. 

To,   59.     KSG^rliTa  PP.ICir  ON  COARSE  GRAIITS .  .(Balzac  Local  #666)  - 
(Covering  also  No.  9b)     Be  it  resolved  ,  that  we  petition  the  Domin- 
ion Government  to  make  provision  to  peg  the  price  of  all  coarse 
grains;  and 

3e  it  further  resolved,  that  such  pegged  price  be  just  and  equitable 
to  the  producer  of  coarse  grains. 

Moved  TT.  F.  Priestley,        J".  Church.  Carried. 

7A"RM  H'^LF.   (Board  Resolution).     'Aliereas,  the  problem  of  securing 
farm  help  is  rapidly  becori-T;  one  of  the  gr-s^test  difficulties  fac- 
ing the  Canadian  farmers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Dom- 
inion Gove  rmient  the  following  suggestions:     (l)     that  in  the  eve_nt 
of  a  system  of  selective  service  being  adopted  the  pjroduction  of 
foodstuff  be  considered  as  of  equal  importance  with  any  other  mili- 
tary necessity;     (2)     that  in  periods  of  seeding  and  harvest  leave 
be  considered  for  those  in  training  who  have  had  farm  experience; 
(3)    that  consideration  be  given  to  the  question  of  allowing  Italian 
prisoners  of  war  now  in  Africa  and  India  to  volunteer  for  farm  work 
in  Canada  with  preference  to  be  given  those  from  rural  northern  Italy, 
and 

Further,  that  these  men  be  allov/ed  a  reasonable  farm  wage  in  line 
with  their  ability. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  such  men  are  already 
working  on  farms  in  England,  and  further  owing  to  distance  of  trans- 
portation if  such  a 'decision  is  taken  immediate  action  is  necessary 
in  order  that  such  help  be  available  for  spring  seeding. 

tloved  Sutherland,  Russell  Johnston. 

Moved  that  section  3  be  deleted.     Seconded  Stempfle. 

Amendment  carried.     Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Fc  .  101 .  FARM  piilBT .  (Board  Resolution)  vmereas,  owing  to  certain 
decisions  of  the  courts,  the  position  of  many  Albe  rta  farmers  has 
been  rendered  extremely  precarious; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  commend  the  action 
Government  in  establishing  a  thirty  day  moritorium  on 
previous  to  1936  to  stabili-&e^the  fam  debt  situation 


of  the  Alberta 
debts  incurred 
until  such  time 
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as  measures  can  be  devised  to  give  the  necessary  debt  protection 
to  farmers,  and 

Further  be  if  resolved,  that  in  view  of  the  extreme  gravity  of  the 
situation  we  suggest  to  the  Provincial  Government  the  following 
considerations:     (l)     that  a  conference  be  called  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible by  the  Provincial  Government  of  representatives  of  the  or- 
ganized farmers  together  with  the  best  legal  talent  available  in 
the  province  to  m.eet  with  the  Provincial  Government  in  order 'that 
means  be  derived  to  meet  this  situation;   (2)    that  as  we  believe 
it  to  be  necessary  to  confer  with  federal  constitutional  authori- 
ties on  the  debt  question,  a  meeting  betv/een  Federal  and  Provincial 
authorities  be  arranged  and  that  representatives  of  the  organised 
farmers  be  asked  to  attend  such  a  conference. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

TTo.  ^49.  GAS  BATIONI^-^G.    (Lethbridge  Federal  0  .A.  )    (Covering  also  No. 
IS  in  3upp.)  ,  "/"he  re  as,  farm  automobiles -are  not  strictly  pleasure 
vehicles,  being  on  the  contrary  used  almost  entirely  for  busines;?, 
and 

""hereas,  the  greater  distance  a  farmer  lives  from  to\m  the  greater 
number  of  miles  he  must  drive  his  car; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Oil  Controller  is  hereby 
asked  to  take  these  facts  into  consideration  when  setting  gasoline 
rations,  so  that  an  equitable  policy  may  be  developed  for  farm  people. 

Moved  Spencer,  Macklin. 

?'oved  H.  G.  Youn^:  thnt  ITo .  16  in  the  supplementary  list  be  considered 
separately. 

Moved  in  amendment  J.  K.  Sutherland  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  resolu- 
tion '*and  to  this  end  we  particularly  suggest  that  in  any  such  ration- 
ing farmers  be  allov/ed  to  fill  their  passenger  cars  from  drums  on  the 
f  arml' . 

Seconded.  Carried. 
"Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  16.   (3uPP.)  GASOLIKE  RATIONDTG.   (Hillside  Local).     Vmereas,  gaso- 
ling  rationing  is  to  begin  in  Canada  on  April  1st,  and 

^''-'hereas,  unless  the  most  careful  consideration  is  given  to  the  appoint - 
m.ent  of  the  available  supplies  of  gasoline ,.  grave  injustice  and  unnec- 
essary loss  of  efficiency  will  certainly  result; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v.'e  ,  the  U.F.A.   in  convention  assembled 
urge  upon  the  proper  authorities  the  follov/ing: 

1.  "Te  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  farm,  car  as  veil  as  the  truck  is 
a  necessitv  if  -^i;  p  r--^f  i •?  r.r  r^.r  r^f  t>ir  Canadian  -r-r^^f'r  is  to  "^-^^  —  •'t^- 

tained. 

2.  "^hat  the  gasoline' rat  ion  for  farmers'  should  not  bo      flat  rate 
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per  car,  but  should  be  based  upon  distrance  from  the  nearest  market 
tov/n,  the  amcunt  of  land  farmed,  and  the  type  of  farming  practised. 

3.  '^hat  no  gasoline  should  be  allocated  to  commercial  bus  lines 
-liicTi.  are  merel^r  duplicating  existing  railv/ay  services. 

4.  "^hat  gasoline  should  not  be  wasted  on  unnecessary  duplication  of 
trucks  and  delivery  service.  • 

5.  That  no  gasoline'  should  be  provided  for  commercial  travellers  or 
other  useless  service. 

Moved        a.  Young.     Seconded  Stimpfle,  Carried- 

>^o.   1  (gupp)  1:DUCATI0NAL  radio  station.    (Board  Resolution)  Recogniz- 
ing that  inasmuch  as  education  lies  v/ithin  the  prerogative  of  the 
provinces,  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  will  alv/ays  be  re- 
stricted to  educational  programmes  of  a  very  general  nature,  and 

^■■"hereas,  commercial  radio  stations  will  never  provide  the  time  for 
educational-  progmrames  of  a  detailed  and  specific  nature  because 
such  programm.es  are,  said  to  conflict  v/ith,  their  comraercial  interests; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 
be  asked  to  give  special  assistance  to  purely  educational  radio  sta- 
tions in  Canada  by-granting  annual  subsidies  to  those  stations  for 
educational  puirposes  in  an  amount  of  not  less  than  |5,000.00  and  not 
more  than  $10,000,00  in  any  one  year;  or  as  an  alternative,  to  grant 
•these  stations  permission"-  sell  comm^ercial  time  on  at  lea?^-^  half- 
tim.e  basis.  ' 

^''oved  V.        "'"■itherlajid .  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amxendm_ent  J.  Reyda  to  delete  all  the  v/ords  after  the  v/ord 
^'•rr-.-r"  Tin  t''- e       ■-•^  p arag T'" .     '^'^'^■'-^rr!      ,  "''est. 

Re  so lut  io n  c  ar r  ie  d  . 

Fo.  19.   (Supp.)  BACOr  BO.\RD  STATISTICS.   (Board.  Resolution)  "'hereas, 
hog  grov/ers ■  are.  .not  sat isf  ied~1bhat  they  are  receiving  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  swine  products  to  Britain 
because  no  detailed  infonnation  is  given  them  by  the  Bacon  Board 
regarding  the  num.ber  and  grade  of  hogs  taken  in  by  the  packing  plants 
and  the  number  of  '".'iltsh  * --e  ~ides  accepted  for  export  by  the  Bacon 
Board ,  and 

';1hereas,  we  believe  that       .  hog  producers  are  entitled  to  this;  . 
"e  request  that  these  statiotics  be  made  available  to  the  producers. 
Llove'd  Sutherland,  Spencer.  Carried. 

-j^  ,/ 3    -^z^-'  :i:^TrATI01T  on  bacon  board  .    (Advance  Local  rrl-49)  Resolved, 
that  this"  Convention  demand  equal  rep  re  sent  srb  ion  of  farmer  producers 
--.'ith  other  interests  on  the  Canadian  Bacon  Board. 
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'^oyed.     Seconded  E.  A.  Hanson. 

"that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  to  the  ^e-- 1     '  -  ' 
-orhmitoee  for  redrafting.       ^conded  Young.     'Carried.  '  " 

Fo;^47.  B^COOglCTl^  (V^etaskiwin  tt.-_.  Federal  C.^.j  -esolved, 
.riau  any  raise  m  bacon  prices  by  the  Bacon  Board  to  the  packers, 

"norilo  coirr  thron.':'h,   in  ^  -^,q  the 

^  -'^^^^  "  -spencer,  H.  G.  Young.  Carried. 

^y^AL  0F  i:i.!3AEG0  QM  KOG-S .   (Dalemead  Local  U.7.A.)  -/here- 
as,  Grtat  i^ritam  has  asked  for  tremendous  quantities  of  bacon  and 
iiams,  and 

nereas,  '^■z..^-^  aus  met  this  demand  in  ever  increasing  volume,  and 

VJhereas,  Canadian  processing  facilities  are  at  peak  operation  and 
there  is  concern  as  to  the  handling  through  Canadian  plants  of 
further  increases  in  hog  production,  and 

"lereas,  the  United  States  has  ample  facilities  for  hog  slaughter 
and  processing,  and 

^^ereao,   lli^  ^.roCc-.-..,,:!;.^  l.idustry  of  the  United  States  in  now  ship- 
ping large  quantities  of  food  products  to  the  Unites!  Fint-don,  includ- 
ing hog  products,  and 

^•Vhereas,  much  of  this  food -goes  to  Great  Britain  under  the  ter-^g  of 
the  "Lease  Lend"  program,  and 

'^Hiereas,  American  dollars  are  needed  in  Canada  for  exchange  purposes 
in  the  purchase  of  essential  war  materials ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  urge  the  Dominion 
Government  to.  withdraw  the  embargo  now  existing  on  the  movement  of 
hogs  from  Canada  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Lioved  and  ?;econded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Johnston  to  strike  out  all  the  words  "hogs  from 
Canada  to  the  United  States  of  America"  and  insert  "on  any  hogs 
••vhich  may  be  ir^t^^oduced  for  British  consumption". 

To  seconder. 

Moved  Antonson,  seconded,  that  Mr.  Acheson  be  given  the  privilege 
of  the  floor.  Carried, 

"Resolution  carried. 

LZ]TTER  FROM  U.?.C.(Alta.  Section)    President  Gardiner  read  a  letter 
he  had  just  received  from  the  U.F.C.   in  reply  to  a  letter  from  him 
conveying  to  the  U.F.C.  the  resolution  passed  at  the  morning  session. 
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"To:  The  President  and  Board  of  Directors 
The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 

Gentlemen:    After  receiving  the  report  from  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  refusing  to  agree  to  the  decision  of  the  joint  meetin?  be- 
tween the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the  United  Farmers  of" 
Canada  (Alberta  Section),  we  "resolve  now,  the  United  Farmers  of 
Canada  (Alberta  lection)  in  convention  assembled  to  adopt  the  name 
of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  and  apply  for  a  charter  under  the  name 
of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union. 

Yours  truly, 

( Sgd  )  Chester  0.  McO ov\ran  , 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 

United  Farmers'  of  Canada  (Alt a.  '-^e  c  t  ion ) 

PI:EBI3CITE.    Moved.  Antonson,  Stimpfle  that  Mr.   Spencer  be  allaved 
to  bring  in  a  resolution  at  this  tinB.  Carried. 

Whereas,  a  plebiscite  is  to  be  held  releasing  the  prime  minister 
from  his  pledge  not  to  conscript  men  for  overseas  service,  and 

VjTiereas,  it  is  equally  essential  to  victory  that  Canada's  industrial 
resources  shall  be  mobilized  for  total  war; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  U,F  .A.  express 
their  willingness  to  vote  yes  on  the  plebiscite  but  at  the  same  time 
insist  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  submit  also  for  our 
decision  the  follov/ing  ■  quest  ion  on  the  sam.e  questionnaire  "Are  you 
in  favor  of  the  conscription  of  all  the  material  resources  of  Canada 
so  as  to  insure  that  our  fighting  forces  shall  be  fully  equipped  when 
they  go  into  battle." 

• 

Moved  Spencer.,  Hanson.  Carried. 

Moved  Scott  that  we  reconsider  our  motion  of  this  morning  in  vievv'  of 
the  new  circumstances.  Second'ed  H.  C- .  Young.  This  was  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Moved,  Bishop  of  Etzikom,  that  v'e  reconsider  the  resolution  passed 
this  morning  with  reference  to  the  name.  .  No  seconder. 

No.  44.  I^VEIGHT  OF  HOaS.    (Loyalty  Local  U.F.A.  )    (Covering  also  45) 
/.Tiereas,  the  cost  of  pork  products  to  the  consumer  has  increased 
since  exports  to  the  United  States  were  barred,  and 

^'vhereas  ,  the.  packers  have  increased  the  cut  on  hogs  dressing  over 
170  pounds,  and  * 

V/here.as  ,  it  is  vitally  important  to  increase  the,  amount  of  pork  and 
pork  products ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  maximum  weight  of  dressed  hogs  be 
increased  to  190  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 


Moved  Hepburn.     Seconded  and  carried'. 
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b.  1.  COITSTITTJTIOI:aL  Am[D?.SNT.   (Wetaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  ^.A.). 
.-nereas,  constituency  associations  can  be  of  valuable  assistance 
to  the  parent  organization  by  way  of  educational  v/ork  throu^^h  close 
contact  with  local  as  well  as  the  unorganized  farmers,  if  given 
necessary  financial  help  by  locals;  and 

'"hereas,  it  has  been  found  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  such 
assistance  owing  to  failure  of  locals  to  submit  Constituency  Asso- 
ciation membership  dues; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  membership  dues  to  Central  Office 
be  increased  from  One  Dollar  to  One  Dollar  and  a  Quarter  (-§1.25)  a 
year,  One  Dollar  to  be  retained  by  Central  Office,  twenty-five  cents 
to  be  returned  to  the  respective  Constituency  Associations  to  be 
knov/n  as  dues  in  that  Association,  and  used  specifically  to  inc:pease 
interest  in  the  U.F.A.    ^'Tiere  such  associations  are  non-existent 
the  twenty-five  cents  to  be  used  by  Central  Office  for  organization 
wo  rk . 

T'^ove-l  ^^1-".  Carter.     3econded.  Lost. 

30FDr^  LITT^-TCCK  EUYZRo .   ('.Yainwright  Local)     Be  it  resolved,  that 
the  Board  of  the  U.F..a.  insist  that  the  Provincial  Government  have 
all  livestock  buyers  operating  in  this  Province  bonded  similar  to 
legislation  in  force  in  Gaskatchewan. • 

T'oved ,   seconded  and  carried. 

PRICS  CEn.PIG  ON  BEEF.   (Red  Deer  Local)     V/liereas,  the  cost  of  feed- 
ing and  finishing  beef  cattle  in  winter  is  much  higher  than  during 
the  summer  months ,  and 

"Tnereas,  the  ceiling  on  beef  prices  was  set  by  the  Price  Control 
Board  on  the  basis  of  the  price  of  beef  produced  during  the  summer 
months,  and  therefore  works  a  '-rave  injustice  on  the  feeder  of  beef 
cattle  fattened  in  winter; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  recommend  that  the  ceiling  on  beef  produced 
during  the  winter  months  be  raised. 

T'oved,  seconded  and  carried. 

I'To .   26.  SPECLIL  ARrxiS  BOi^RD.'  (iicadia  Federal  Constituency  U.P.^i.  _i.ss'n) 
Owing  to  conditions,  climatic  and  otherwise,  we,  the  ratepayers  of 
the  Special  Areas,  realized  that  there  was  a  necessity  to  re-organize 
our  T.^unicipal  System  in  thispart  of  the  drought  area.    The  Special 
Area  District,  as  set  up,  has  the  effect  of  taking  all  the  autonom;}' ■ 
from  the  taxpayers,  and  we  believe  this  is  a  grave  injustice  to  the 
citizens  in      '~  area; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  ratepayers  in  the  Special 
Areas,  request  the  Provincial  Government  to  grant  the  right  of  elec- 
ting a  majori*ty  of  the  members  of  the  Special  Areas  Board  by  the 
ratepayers  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  Large  School  Division, 
v/hich  as  set  up  seems  to  meet  -the  situation  in  a  satisfact 
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v/itliout  taking  the  autoTiomy  from  the  citizens. 
?.':oved  Pauterg.     Seconded       "  carried. 

RZIR-^-^-ITT..TION  ON  BACON  Bg-^D .   (redraft)     In  regard  to  members  of 
the  Bacon  Board  other  than  Oovernment  representatives, 

Be  it  resolved,  that  since  the  farmer  has  the  major  interest  in 
the  hog,  he  should  have  majority  representation  on  the  Board. 

Moved  Macklin,  Hanson. 

Moved  that  these  farmer  repre sentative s ' he  recommended  by  the  or- 
ganized farmers.  Seconded. 

A  m.e  nd  m.e  nt  c  a  rr  ie  d . 

-        c;..iended  --i^^d. 

No.  27.  FAIL  INSURA^Tga.  (Consort  local)  V^ereas ,  we  believe  .that 
the  flat  rate  of  1^5, 00"  for  v/riting  up  Hail  Insurance  is  too  high, 
especially  in  cases  of  small  amounts; 

Be  it.  resolved,  that  vve  ask  the  Hail  Insurance.  Board  to  make  these 
forms  available 'at  Municipal  offices, 

^^oved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  "and  that  secretaries  accept  these -forms  without 

r^uved  Haiison  that  the  ratter  be  turned  over  to  the  Executive  for  in- 
formation.    Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  23.   DCYISTIaATION  OF  BULL  PQUTTD  CHETIv.    (Acadia  Federal  Const i- 
tuenc3^  H.F.A.  Association).     Resolved,  that  vve  ask  the  Provincial 
Fish  and  Came  Departmient  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  suitability 
of  the  large  body  of  v/ater  created  by  Ducks  Unlimited  in  the  dam 
erected  by  them  on  the  waters  of  Bull  Found  Creek,  south  of  Hanna, 
and  if  the  conditions  are  at  all  suitable  to  stock  this  dam  Vi'ith 
suitable  varieties  of  fish. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Padberg.  Carried. 

No.  39.  COLD  STORAGE  Pli^ITS.    (Drumheller  Local  #451.)  Resolved', 
that  no  persons  be  allov/ed  to  solicit  business,  or  rent  lockers  in 
a  cold  storage  pl8n.t  until  they  have  obtained  a  permit  and  satis- 
fied the  Attomey-Ceneral  of  their  ability  to  properly  finance  the 
project. 

Moved  '"en Strom,  Armstrong.'  Carried, 

No.  51.  BOUITTY  ON  CRO^VS  AND  t^CPITS.    (Haultain  Local  ,fS45.  )     Be  it 
resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Oovernment  to  pay  five  cents  bounty  on 
all  crows,  magpies  and  their  eggs,  arrangements  to  be  made  to  have 
such.m.onies  paid  locally  by  munarc-ipal  coLincillors,        ^   -,->,- ---v,  c^.i^^i^ 
lar  convenient  channels. 
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Tj.  ^1,  CLL  ^'JE  F":i:^I0i.3.    (Berryv.'ater  local  #195.)    V.Tiereas,  the 
majority. of  jDensioners ,  all  civil  servants  and  most  classes  of  labor 
are  being  paid,  or  the  machinery  is  provided  for  payment  by  the. 
Crovernment ,  exclusive  of,  the  old  age  pensioner,  of  a  cost  of  living, 

bonus;  - 

Therefore,  vi'e  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  increasing  the  old 
age  pension  so  that  it  5.  p  nt  le^^^t  on  a  pa^     lt'-'  t':^  increased  -t 
of  living- 
Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

rc.  25.  C-iR  ^ITi  TRUCK  I.IC::i:3Ii:S .  ^( Roiling  ^-Tills  Local).  Resolved, 
that  've  asl:  the  Provincial  Covemment  to  lower  rates  on  f^rr^  tru.clc 
licenses,  and  cars  ten  years  old  and  over. 

Moved  McLaurin .     Geconded.  Carried. 

?'0.   54.  lARCrR  !tT]).^ICIFAL  DISTRICTS.    (Korse  Hills  Local  #665). 
V.'hereas,  any  fundamental  change  in  rural  self  government  should  be 
brought  into  effect  only  with  the  consent  of  the  r)eople  concerned, 
and 

7niereas,  the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  T.funicipal  Districts  has 
a  tendency  to  centralize  control  and  to  deprive  the  taxpayer  of  his 
democratic  right  to  administer  his  own  affairs,  and 

"liereas,  the  benefits  in  the  larger  units,  as  claimed  by  the  Depart- 
m-ent  of  Municipal  Affairs,  will  not  be  realized; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  are  opposed  to  the  reorganization 
of  m.unicipal  districts  in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

7^oved  Johnston.     Seconded  and  carried. 

To,  51 .  TAIv  •  OIv  TRilCTOR  FUZL .    (Balzac  Local  #666)     ".'hereas,  tractor 
fuel  is  essential  to  modern  agriculture , particularly  in  regard  to 
the  production  of  wheat  and  other  grains;  and 

'.'■/hereas,  the  price  of  wheat  has  for  s-^me  time  been  pegged  by  Covern- 
ment  action  at  70  cents  per  .bushel  No,  1  xTorthem,  f.o.b.  "Port 
'"illiam;  and 

'"hereas,  the  last  budget  provided  for  a  tax  of  3  cents  per  gallon 
on  tractor  fuel;  and 

'Vhereas,  this  tax  increased  the  cost  of  producing  wheat,  v/ithout 
making  provision  for  com.pensat ing  the  producer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  protests  this  action 
and  demxands  that  this  tax  be  removed. 

Moved  Anton  son,  Waite.  Carried. 

No.  55.  CEM'RAL  BANI^:.  (Standard  Local)  Vvliereas,  in  the  past  uncon- 
trolled banking  and  finance  has  been  the  cause  of  ruinous  inflation 
and  deflation, ^thereby  causing  bankruptcy  to  millions  of  Canadians, 
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particularly  small  rural  and  urban  property  owners; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Oovermnent 
that  the  Central  Bank  he  operated  as  a  people » s  bank,  credit 
being  given  the  Canadian  people  at  cost,  aft^^-r^  -  riequate  provision 
has  been  made  for  a  reserve  fund. 

Mov  e d  Tag  1  e  r ,  Su th  er  1  a  nd  .     C  ar r  ie  d . 

Fo.  5,  !SIiBBRSHIF  IN  FAmi  ORGANIZATIONS  (Covering:  also  2  and  Z) 
(^-rande  Prairie  ^^.A.  )     ^Vhereas,  it  should  nov/  be  clear  to  every 
farmer  and  farm  woman  in  Western  Canada  that  to  get  a  reasonable 
price  for  their  wheat  and  other  products  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  one  hundred  per  cent,  or  nearly  so,  organization  of  farmers  and 
farm  women,  and 

"'^Tiereas,  by  methods  followed  in  the  past  we  have  utterly  failed  to 
build  up  such  an  organization; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  U.F.A.  Board  of  Direc- 
tors to  take  whatever  steps  are  necessary  to  collect  a  membership 
fee  of  one  dollar  per  quarter  section  every  year  from  every  farmer 
when  he  delivers  his  wheat  to  any  elevator  in  the  Province  of  Alberta, 
and  ' 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  farm  organizations  of  Saskat chev;an 
and  Manitoba  be  approached  to. do  likewise. 

Moved  Macklin  and  seconded. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  the  three  resolutions  be  referred  to  the 
N.F.A.  Board  and  Executive  for  study  and  report  through  the  year. 
Seconded  '^'agler.  Carried. 

"•^0.   4.  ?CP1B  ?0H  COLIECTITIG  ORGANIZATION  DUES.    (Lethbridge  Federal 
G .  A . )     '"he  re  as,  we  believe  the  basis  for  collecting  mem-bership  fees 
should  be  carried  out  on  a  pledge  .s^/stem  rather  than  a  cash  basis; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Executive  to  have  pledge 
forms  printed,  perm.itting  deduction  of  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent 
per  bushel- to  be  deducted  from  all  wheat  delivered  to  elevators  in 
lieu  of  cash  due=;, 

"'oved  Lee  and  Seconded. 

Moved  Stimpfle  that  #4  be  included  with  the  resolutions  referred 
back  to  the  Board.     Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  4    7ESAT -ACRFxlGE  REDTTGTION  BONTTJSFS .   (Sunnynook  Local)  V/hereas, 
the  wheat  farniers  of  the  Test  v;ere  urgently  requested  to  co-operate 
with  the  Federal  Government  by  way  of  reducing_  1941  -wheat  acreage 
to  the  extent  of  35^^  of  the  1940  acreage,  with  the  promise  and  as- 
surance that  such  reductions  would  be  compensated  through  bonus 
payments  prom.ptly  after  July  of  1941,  and 
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Tiereas,   m  some  instances  farmers  of  the  area  have  not  vet  r^- 
?eived  any  payment  whatsoever,  and  a  considerable        '     "  ' 
lave  only  received  a  pittance  of  their  ci^ir-    ^  '-f-' 
of  final  settlement; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Federal  aovemment 
to  keep  faith  ^vith  the  public,  and  complete  their  part  of  the  cor- 
tra'^t  >7  --ettling  claims  justly  and  promptly. 

"oved  3timpfle,  V/agler.  Carried. 

Fo.  5  •E?.;ERaEFCY  DRCUGIIT  AREA -F/m.-ISCTS  UllDEF.  TI-P^  P.F.A.A-.( Gunnynook 
Local)     "'hereas,  early  in  August.  1941  it  v;as  v/ell  kno^vn  that  the 
drought  areas  within  the  Province  of  Alberta  had  in  many  instances 
a  complete  crop  failure,  and  many  more  less  than  a  5-bushel  crop; 

Taerefore  v.e  deplore  b"     lack  of  interest  taken  in  the  pli-^  "  of 
the  unfortunate  drought  area  residents: 

First,  by  the  Provincial  Government-  for  not  having  presented  their 
findings  to  the  Federal  Government  at  an  earlier  date,  and  secondly, 
for  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  j)art  of  the  Federal  Government  by 
way  o.f  only  rC'^crf  ^'■^  '^ejj'-^-  ^''-^clared  areas  o^  - 1  v,^^^.*-^  . 
Emergency  Act ; 

Be  it  now  re  solver' .  ttat  the  Federal  Government  t^:-^-^'-^^  ^      .  .' 
make  prompt  payi.         ,     ..d  thus  relieve  distress. 

: ed  '*^ag  1  e r ,     ^■zr. ond e d .  ■ 

.^oved  lii  iiiuenc:;!:. .  ■  at  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
'Carried  . 

^^0.  10  '•:i:J^T  BOAPD  MZD  PI^ICE  SPHS.^Do.    (Supp.)    (Lesage  Local  ,\'31C} 
"'erear-,  the  Government  through  the  Y/heat  Board  purchased  the  bulk' 
1939  whea-^  "^^^^  P,  and 

■hereas  ,  the  "lieat  Board  in  setting  the  price  spreads  gave  themselve 
J.  m.argin  of  safety  not.  justified        subsequent  market  prices; 

""e  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  ■* "  ".F.A.  convention  to  petition  the 
'"overn  .ent  for  an  adjustment  lower  grades,  ^''^  'particularly 

"arnet  v  heat , 

"oved,   seconded  urA  carried. 

ro.  S£.  TUIIx^TIC^^L  LOADERS.   (  :  apx: .  )    ( .'.'e  st  lock  Lo  c  a  1 )     '."Tie  re  as  ,  t  he  • 
amount        -^^/t-.  ":slp  this  year  v.  ill     ^  -^cvt-'-        less,  and 

""hereas,  many  truck  drivers  have  equipped  tiit;ir  trucks  with  mechani- 
•:^al  loaders; 

it  resolved,  that  the  Board  Qf^ilv;»y  Commissioners,  or  the 


"  -econded.     Carried  hy  a  clo^e  vote, 

leeting  adjourned  until  7:45  p.m. 

Friday  ^venir:,^\ 
^^'i--'' -  '.'diner  in  the  Cliair. 

^CLZT^x.!^^  ^.xirG-r^.  led  by  H.  P.'  Brown,  with  Mrs.  iCirkpat ri ck  at 

blie  p  lano  . 

irSY.  TRi:im.iLL,  r- ro -Cathedral ,  Edmonton,  gave  a  brief  address  "Co 
the  delegates  Which  vi^as  much  enjoyed. 

^-0.  34.  ALBZ^T^  ?i:DrR..TIQIT  OF  AGHig^TL .   (V/liite  Local)     Be  it 
resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  to  in- 
stitute an  enquiry  among  its  member  organizations'concernin^?  the 
desirability  of  petitioning  the  Alberta  Cxovernment  for  a  levy  on 
all  .sales  of  farm  commodities,  the  funds  thus  obtained  to  be  allo- 
cated to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  for  the  promotion 
of  agricultural  interests. 

Moved,  seconded  and  lost, 

No.  55  ALBFRTA  FEDERATI.,.  ./r  AGRICULTirRE .   (Tnite  Local)  -^Tierc.do, 
the        ..-i.  is  a  member  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture, 
which  is  the  channel  thro^agh  which  the  agricultural  problems  are 
represented  ana  cohta.-'t  r-aintained  with  the  Government,  and 

Tnereas,  the  v.  ork  of  tlie  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  is  handi- 
capped by  lack  of  money  for  the  work; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  ICxecutive  of  the  U.F.a.  increase 
their  contribution  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  to  ten 
cents  per  member  plus  the  annual  fee  of  five  dollars. 

Moved  Antonson.     Seconded.  Lost. 

Delegate  from  Balemead  advised  their  local  had  receive^  letter 
from  Mr.  Brunsden  asking  this  local  to  join  the  A.F.A.    Mr.  G-ardiner 
explained  the  setup  of  the  Federation. 

-To.   6.  RIGI^  OF  U.F.A.  TO  SPFAK  FOR  AGR IGULTURS .    (Balzac  ^t.f.a. 
Local  #666 )  .    Be  it  resolved,  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
that,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  irrespective  of  affiliation  or 
co-operation  with  other  farm  organizations-,  retain  the  right  to 
voice  the  aspirations  and  needs  of  Alberta  agriculture. 

""'Oved  o.  Frey.     Seconded  Mrs.  Shuttleworth.  Carried. 

ALBERTA  LIVESTOCK  C  0-QrFR.-.TIV3 .  Mr.  C.  D.  Lane,  member  of  the  Board 
of  the  A.L.G.  addressed  the  delegates  briefly  outlining  the  progress 
of  the  Co-operative  to  date  and  its  plans  for  the  future. 


-0.  .11,  ULSOTION  OF  CITICT:!^-.    (3tony  Plain  Centre  i.o.  C3) 

..liereas,  it  has  been  a  practice  to  elect  the  officers  of  the  tt.-f.... 
for  the  coming  year  on  the  first  day  of  our  convention; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  elections  be  left  to  the  last  day, 
so  that  the  delegates  have  more  time  to  get  to  know  the  candidates 
for  the  different  offices,' 

Moved  Fitzgerald .     Seconded  Frey.  Lost. 

y.Q.  13.  FUICD  FOR  JUTTIOR  VJOEK.  (Macleod  U.F.V/.A.  Conference)  vmereas, 
at  present  the  Junior  IJ.F.A.  is  hampered  by  lack  of  funds;  and 

'"hereas,  the  agrarian  movement  must  look  to  this  organization  for 
leadership;  and 

'■jiereas,  methods  used  up  to  the  present  for  securing  funds  have  been 
entirely  inadequate; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  U.F,A.  Central  Office  be  asked  to  set  aside 
for  Junior  v/ork  exclusively,  a  sum  equal  at  least  to  10^^  of  all 
funds  collected  by  Central  Office  as  dues  from  ■^I,F.A.  ,  "T.F .A .  , 
and  Junior  U.F.A.  locals, 

i-oved  l^ugene  O'Neil,  and  seconded. 

Iloved  Antonson  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  for 
the ir ' consideration.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Mr.  O'Neil  made  an  appeal  for  support  from  the  Seniors. 

No.  13.   SCT^DUrS  A,   DOMg:iCIT-PROVir^CIAL  YOUTH  TR^IN II H  FROGTl'.M. 
(i.Iacleod  Federal  C.A.)     '.Tnereas,  Schedule  A,  Dominion-Provincial 
Youth' Training  Program  is  designed  for  young  fam  people  and  worthy 
of  eve  in'-  support; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  Central  Office  that  they  take 
steps  to  obtain  the  itinerary  and  circularize  all  U.F.A.  locals 
within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles  of  the  schools,  with  a  view  of 
having  each  local  send  a  delegate  to  meet  with  the  organizer  of 
schools  and  to  co-operate  in  every  way  possible  with  the  committee 
and  the  organizer  to  insure  the  success  of  the  school. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

No.  5 "3.  yomiAL  SCHOOL  TUITIOF  FEES.    (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  '"hereas, 
there  is  a"  decided  shortage  of  teachers  in  the  province,  and 

"-liereas,  the  tuition  fees  prohibit  many  rural  young  people  from 
attending  normal  school; 

Therefore  be  it  resblved,  that  we  ask  the  Department  of  Education 
to  lower  the  normal  school  tuition  fees. 

roved  Hanson  and  seconded.  Carried. 

U.F.'T.A.  Convention  had  also  pass^ed  this  resolution,  with  an 


I 
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amendment  that  the  government  again  institute  the  loans  for 
3tuclents  v/ishing  to  go  to  normal  school. 

YjQ.   54.  PRAIRIS  FARE  A33If^TAFCi:  ACT  ilM)  75s^  CC:::T  07  LlYim  BCI^S . 
(Berryvvater  U.F.ii.  Local)    "Tiereas,  under  the  regulations  poverning 
the  x^rairie  Farm  Assistance  Act,  the  renter  of  the  land  is'the  only 
person  who  can  claim  any  insurance,  and  apparently  this  also  applies 

to  the  -o"^        -^^^V:^  .  honus- of '  750  per  acre;  and 

""rnereas,  the  regulations  are  drawn  up  v^rith  the  viev/point  that  the 
lane!  loa-'^l  is  a. man  of  means  and  hks  other  interests; 

'7e  beg  to  draw  to  your  attention  the  special  cases  of  farmers  who 
through  old  age,  ill  health,  lack  of  equipment  or  finances,  are 
forced  to  rent  their  land  on  a  share  basis,  although  still  residing 
on  the  land.     These  farmers  contribute  to  the  general  insurance  furd 
out  of  their  share  of  the  crop  and  are  prevented  from  receiving  any 
returns  in  case  of  crop  failure,  and  in  many  cases  this  share  of  the 
crop  is  their  only  means  of  existence;  and 

Further,  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  affects  them  as  well  as  the 
farmer  actually  vrorking  the  land.     In  most  cases  the  renter  has 
other  land  on  which  he  resides,,  and  which  is  taken  into  account  on 
any  payments  mads  to  him;  also  there  is  an  acreage  limit,  the  result 
being  that  neither  the  farmer  landlord  nor  tenant  can  collect  on  the 
l-anc!  on  v/hich  the  farmer  landlord  resides; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  case  of  farmer  landlords  resid- 
ing on  the  land  and  where  the  tenant  by  virtue  of  residing  on  and  - 
farming  other  land  cannot  collect  the  P.F.A.  Insurance  or  cost, of  ■ 
living  bonus,  that  it  be  paid  to  the  farmer  landlord,  provided  his 
total  net  incom.e  from  all  sources  does. not  exceed  §400.00  per  annum; 
and 

Further,  we  subm^it  that  the  cost  of  living  bonus  of  75  cents  per 
acre  be  paid  on  half  the  cultivated  acreage  and  not  limited  to  200 
acres. 

Moved  in  am.endment  that  the  last  paragraph  be  deleted.  Seconded. 
Amend  me  nt  c  ar  r  ie  d . 

Resolution  as  amended  lost. 

Vo.  40.  ^'mi'IPFG  GR^ilF  FaCTTaNGF.    (I.Iill  Greek  ^^F.A.  Local)  ^Vhereas, 
we  believe  the  V/innipeg  Grain  Fxchange  to  be  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terest^      A^^-^^'^ulture ;  and 

Taereas,,  the  VJinnipeg  Grain  Exchange  admittedly  does  not  at  present 
seTie  any  useful  purpose; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Federal  Government  to  close  the 

name  immediately. 

Ik'bved  Spencer,  Stimpfle. 

roved  in  amendment  Robert  Gardxner  to  ad^  to  the  end  of  the  resolution 


/ 


i 


-  31  - 


143. 


the  words  "and  to  make  provision  v^hereby  all  ;irain  s'nall  be 
handled  through  the  Canadian  'ATie at  Board  or  a^simiDar  organi- 
zation. 

'^econded, 

^-mendment  carried. 

■^e.-olution  as  amended  carried. 

:"o.  19.  C.C.I.L.   (Verdant  Valle^^  Local)     V.Tiereas,  v/e  believe  that 
co-operation  is  the  solution  of  our  economic  problems  and  that 'all 
co-operative  organizations  should  co-operate  to  strengthen  feach 
jther; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urgently  request  the  Alberta  '"heat 
Fool  to  assist  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  limited  finan- 
cially and  other^Adse,  -in  its  attempt  to  organize        t'-' r        --'.-r^^  . 

-'ovsd  and  seconded. 

Moved-  McBride  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.     Seconded.  Carried. 

ro.  IB.  SIIrPORT  YOU  C.C.I.L.   {Ivlayerthorpe  Local)     '/hereas,  the 
Alberta  '"heat  Fool  is  considering  the  paj^ment  of  i  cent  per  bushel 
as  a  dividend  on  certain  vvheat  deliveries,  and 

"'hereas,  this  amounts  to  only  $2.50  per  1000  bushels,  and  since  we 
^■:i^-r  :^eceived   some  relief  bonuses  this  year; 

Therefore,  believing  that  a  machinery  Co-op  would  benefit  us  many 
tiiT^e'^  m.ore  than  the  '^2.50  per  carload         "  ■■.at ; 

3e  it  resolved,  that  this  "Tieat  Pool  dividend  of  nearly  one--quarter 
million  dollars  be  made  ava^ilable  to  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Im.ple - 
r-ents  Lim.ited.  •  ~ 

■'"'o  mover. 

lip.  20.  FZ:FERlCIJ)Ijl.:  Oi;  II.:I0RTA!}TT  LZGIJLATIOIC .   (Sast  Arrowwood  Local) 
3e  it  resolved,  that  the  IJ.F  .A.  coupled  with  other  farm  organizations 
and  organized  labor,  take  up  with  Federal  and  Provincial  Covernment.s , 
the  m.atter  of  a  referendum,  on  all  important  legislation. 

iloveci  Fitzgerald..    No  seconder. 

To ,  22  .  CA3  ":'A:v  .   (Leader  Local)     Be  it  re-solved,  that  one -third  of 
all  gas  tR.xes  be  returned  to  the  "Special  Areas  Board  No .  2  to  be 
used^for  fixing  roads  in  the  district. 

(Endorsed  by  Dov/ling-Scapa  n.F  .A .  Local). 

Fo  mover. 

Fo.  53.  BASI3  OF  Fi-^Rl-:  TA^'LATIOI-T .    (Vgllowdale  Local)     V.liereas,  under 
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the ^present  system  of  taxing  land  and  property  on  the  assessment 
jasis,  those  who  are  unfortunate  and  have  crop  failures  due  to 
drought ,  hail,  frost,  or  any  other  cause,  have  to  pay  more  tax  than 
those  with  good  crops,  because  when  their  crops  are  too  poor  to  pay 
taxes  they  are  penalized,  and 

"Tiereas,   in  many  cases  it  takes  years  to  pay  up  arrears  due  to  such 
causes; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the' Provincial  C^overnment  to 
take  measures  to  abolish  the  present  system  of  taxation  on  farui  land 
and  property  and  forthwith  base  taxation  on  the  spending  power  of 
the  individual  in  some  form  of  sales  tax. 

Iv^oved  H,     .  "l^pencer  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  cxEiendment  Antonson  to  strike  out  the  vv'ords  "sales"  and 
inserf'graduated  income".    He  later  withdrew  this  amendment. 

■^le solution  lost  by  a  large  majority.' 

^^o.  52.  C.^^.iDLiIT  3H0ADCASTIH>  CQRPCRATIOIT.    (Acadia  Federal  Const i- 
tuency  U.F.A.  Association).     '"Whereas,  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corporation  is  a  nationally-owned  public  utility;  and 

'"hereas,  in  order  to  give  the  greatest  measure  of  public  service 
possible  it  must  and  should  give  constant  attention  to  the  economic 
viewpoints  and  problems  of  all  the  important  economic  groups  in  the 
nat  ion ; 

'therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  v^e  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to 
make  provision  to  enable  representatives  of  the  organized  farmers 
of  both  Eastern  and  "^estern  Canada  to  have  representatives  on  the 
Board  of  Crovemors  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation. 

Moved  J,  K.  Sutherland  and  seconded.  Carried. 

TTo.  31.   ETTSRNAT ZONAL  Hiair/'/AY.   (Supp.)    (JJ.T.^.  Board)     V'hereas,  it 
is  becoming  evident  that  the  construction  of  an  International  High- 
way through  Canada  betv^reen  the  United  States  and  Alaska  is  necessary 
for  both  commercial  and  defence  purposes,  and 

^'^lereas,   such  a  highv/ay  should  be  constructed  in  the  interest  of 
the  most  satisfactory  service  to  both  countries  and  not  on  the  basis 
of  any  local  dem^d; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  suggest  to  our  Dominion  Government  that  they  give  every- 
assistance  and  co-operate  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  in  this 
project  with  the  United  States. 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland,  O'l-eil.  Carried. 

ITo.  29.  GOLDISH  oETTLLR  DiUBTS.   (Poison  Creek  Local)     "Tiereas,  owing 
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to  the  fact  that  the  scheme  to  settle  soldiers  on  the  land  after 
the  last  war  failed  in  its  object  to  establish  the  men  and  pro- 
vide them  with  p   ^-ood  living; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  all  debts  of  soldier  settlers  to  the  Soldier 
Settlement  Board  of  Canada  be  cancelled,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  should  a  land  settlement  scheme  be 
prom.oi:ed  for  soldiers  at  present  engaged  in  v/ar,  such  scheme  be 
on  a  co-operative  basis  fostered  by  government  grants  and  no  loans, 
self  run  and  self  supporting  except  for  grants  to  -roups. 

Foved  Turner,  seconded  Uixon.  Carried. 

TTo.  50.  Ti\X  ^I.IPTIONg  AND  RURAL  ]\OTNICIFALITIES .    (3upp.)  (East 

Clover  Bar  l-ocal  #3)    ''.'hereas,  the  Dominion  Government  by  their 
uction  in  ezem.pt ing,  the  property  resided  on  by  all  enlisted  m.en 
from  taxation  have  placed  an  unfair  burden  on  Rural  Bfunicipal  it  ies 
and  school  districts,  and 

:'eas,  any  revenue  loss  m.ust  l5e  m.ade  up  by  already  overburdened 
farmers ; 

refore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  request  the  Fed.eral 
Covemment  to  com.pensate  all  Rural  Tl'unicipalit ie s  and  school  dis- 
tricts for  any  loss  of  revenue  suffered  from  such  exemption. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

No.  31.  COITULSORY  CAR  HTSURrlNCE .   (Supp.)   (McCafferj:y  Local  #415) 
^'liereas,  the  automobile  is  v/ell  established  as  a  means  of  public 
transportation;  and  '  . 

".Tiereac ,  it  is  becoming  an  increasing  source  of  accident  and  often 
dea"^''  t  o  -^  '-e  p^iblic  ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  ,  that  v;e  urge  the  provincial  gov-ernment  to 
mxake  public  1  iab  ^  i and  property  d-^'.m.age  insurance  compulsory. 

T-'oved  Spencer,  Hanson.     l-ost  . 

No.  32.     R'EDIJCTIOr  0?  CAR  LTC^N33j,   (Supp.)    (Balzac  U.F.A.  Local) 
"Tiere         ■   '      '      ing  to  be  rationed,  thur  "  -"tailing  use  of  private 
care; 

Be  it  reccilved,  that  the  license  fee  of  private  car^  be  correspon- 
dir.  ■'^Iy  reduced. 

'^oved        J.  Church,  Ro£.e.ihorger .  Carried. 


ttq^  -55 .  BONUS  OK  rADTi:  JIT  ABI?:RTA  OCQDS.    ( Supp . )    ( Oy/erd  ale  I.oc  al ) 
■~  'reas,  some 'oil -companies ,  such  as  Great  ''Jest  Distributors, 
■  -red.  u-^:  vith  the  Treasury  Branch  of  the-  Province; 


"therefore  be  it 
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hy  the  U..;.':      Farmers  of  Allocrt:.        ..l^a        fc-  '  ^     -  '  ^L^lC^ui, 
:;iving  our  patrons  th'e  advantage  of  this  extra  '  . 

^  ?itzccralr!,  '%ite  .  lo-:''-. 

Vg.  1^.  LCC;.I^(,gTIOIT  ON  RZoOLUTIOITS.   (Llill  Greek  Local).     Be  it 
resolved,  that  vie  ask  the  Annual  Convention  as  v/ell  as  all  Tj.F.A. 
Locals  to  send  letters  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  urgiEg  him 
to  take  action  according  to  the  resolutions  re  resignation  of  Hon. 

cc.'-.:'        '^a-":  — -  i-/-  t^-^r  -losing  of         '"ir.  j ;  re  "ra:.-  '^:-hange. 

^...gved  .^^i^w  ^^^^tliind  .  Seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  "b'e  tabled,  Carried. 

Fo.  8.  MIKISTI^n  OF  AGRICULTUEE.   (Coveri._  7-42-43)  (Lesage 

local  ;731o;  ,     Resolved,  that  this  Convention  expresses  full  approval 
jf  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  in  appointing  as^Mini- 
-ter  of  Labor  a  man  v/ho  has  been  actively  associated  vdth  the  Labor 
movement  for  a  number  of  years,  and  asks  that  the  same  consideration 
:,iven  to  Ag.ricalture ,  and  a  Minister  of  Agriculture  be  appointed 
■'"e-^n  actively  associated ' with  the  -^airn  mbvej^ient. 


^'.^j^Ci-  ll.J'  .^econded, 

"oved  Russell  Johnston ■  that  we  present  this  matter  in  a  m.ore  digni- 
fied manner  and  that  \^^e  refer  the    ^  ';  '  sr  to  the  Board  of  the  IT .7. A. 

""eoonded  "'agler.  Carried. 

'.y  .  ^       •^^.^-^.:Ar"^-.--^.  pool  3rv„^.  '  ^IET  r-.^.,,.^....    ceiling  Hills  Local) 
--issolvecl,  that  v^e  go  on  record  as  favoring  the.  seven  point  program 
sponsored  by  the  Saskatchewan  Pool  T^llevators  Limited. 

l-'oved  and  seconded. 

!.!oved  "A'agler  that  the  resoluti.^.L  be  referred  to  the  Board  for  action. 
Carried. 

Fo.  14.  COu-^  :'^ZD  BT  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTIOJ:.   (Supp.)    (High  River 
Local  ]     ''Whereas,  Federal  Coveminent  control  boards  from  time  to 
time  have  seen  fit  to  pass  regulations  '#ith  regard  to  .the  purchase 
of  good-  a^'""'."  '-'-materials  necessary  for  agricultural  pTt^duct  ion ,  and 

'■.liereas,  the  farmer  is  .placed  in  a  very  disadvantageous  position 

as  compared  to  urban  residents  with  regard  to  the  use  of  automobiles 

for  transportation  purposes,  and 

"'liereas,  tractors  are  absolutely?"  essential  in  the  large  scale  pro- 
duction of  'Vestem  Canada,  and 

"Tnereas,  cheap  gasoline,  oil,  rubber  tires  and  repairs  must  be  avail- 
able' for  the  continuation  of  the  production  of  foodstuffs; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  do  request  the  Federal  Governm-ent  to  order  that  all  boards 
of  control  refer  to  representatives  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
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.agriculture,  all  or(3ers  respecting  articles  used  in  acri cultural 
production  prior  to  those  orders  becoming  enacted. 

:"'oved  'and  seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  /'agler  "that  the  balance  of  the  resolutions  and  any  other 
unfinished  business  be  referred  to 'the  tj.F.A.  Board.  -  Seconded  and 
carried. 

'ZTTTH  ?RCT:  T^^II  3ECTi:T.J^Y  OF  AGH igriTUItg  HI  TIii:  U.^.^.     Nr.  Suther- 
land read  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  U,  S,  Secretary  of 
-rriculture  v/ishing  the  Convention  succes'^,  e''"c. 

VOTT^o  C?  Tiyj:"^i:3  .     ■Resolved,  that  this  convention  v/ishes  to  express 
its  appreciation  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corporatio'n  in  giving  time  on  the  Western  Network  to  the  U.F  .A. 
^roodwill  Neighbor  Broadcast  and  the  services  of  Mr.  'Tright  in  assis- 
ting us  in  putting  the  broadcast  over,     "'e  suggest  however,  that  in 
the  case  of  broadcasts '  of  this  nature  v\4iich  have  a  unifying  influence 
not  only  with  Canadian  farmers  but  also  v/ith  American  farmers,  that 
in  such"  cases  m.ore  effort  be  made  by  transcription  or  otherwise  to 
make  such  programs  available  to  Eastern  farm  people  and  that  such 
program  be  made  available  to  the  American  chains, 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  wishes  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
the  services  given  to  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  by  the  various 
daili^-,  7/eekly  and  other  publications  in  Western  Canada  and  particu- 
larly do  we  express  thanks  with  regard  to  publicity  given^  our  1942 
Cood  Neighbor  broadcast  when  well  over  100  publications  assisted  us 
in  this  regard  and  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
Canadian  .Weekly.  Newspaper,  Y.^estern  Division. 

Resolved,  that  v/e  express  our  thanks  to  and  appreciation  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  TJ.F.A.  Convention  by  the  Extension  Departm^ent 
of  the  University,  mentioning  in  particular  the  radio  staff  of  CKUA, 
and  further  do  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Mr, 
Brown  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  extended  to  all  those 
v/ho  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  this  convention,  including 
the  press,  radio,  speakers,  management  and  staff  of  the  hotel,  staff 
of  the  U.F.A.  ,  chairm.en  and  all  othars  who  have  helped. 

T'o.   50.  THRZE  CFNT  GAS -Tia: .   (V/etaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  Cor.s  tituency 
Association.  ]     Resolve  1,  that  v/e  ask  the  Federal  3  cent  tax  on  gas 
used^for  Agricultural  purposes  be  cancelled,  and  that  this  be  retro- 
active. 

I^r    Gardiner  drew  attention  to  this  resolution  as  soneof  the  dele- 
gates did  not  think  it  had  been  covered  by  No.  51.     After  some  dis- 
cussion it  was  agreed  that  it  was  amply  covered  by  51. 

Convention  adjourned  at  11  p.m.  with  the  singing  of  God  Save  The 
King . 
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